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Ii la us who are of the day kp fober, patting on the 2771. 
plate ef Fauth and Love. 
James 2. 14 
What will it profit, y Brethren, 57 a man fay be hath Faith; 
and hath not Works? Can Faith fave him? 
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FS SE SSSESE SSI SS SISSY 
Io the Chriſtian Reader. 
hriſtien Reader; . | | 

E ay Nunmerableare th fleightsof Satan, 
Pal ESS to hinder a Chriftian in his courſe to- 
DSA Mowe wards Heauen , by exciting the cor- 

= reption ef his owne heart to diſturbe 
him, when he ig about to de any good; or by dif; 
couraging him mith immard terrours, when. bes 
would ſolace him felf with beaverly comforts 5 on 
| by dliſcheartning Dim under the feares of ſuffer- 
inge, when be ſbould be refalutein a good cauſe. 
Ay pe mhereof wera the Hraelites, whofe fervi] © 
tude was redoubled, when they turned themſel det 
to farſale Ægypt: -Wherefore wa have much 
necid of CHriſtian fartituaeʒ according to that di- 
redtian; Watch ye, ftand taft quit your ſelves 
like men, eſhecially fince Satan, like a Serpentine 

Crocodile purſuedzis by refifiance putto flight.. . | 
But at in marres mwhichthePhilifkims- kne] 
| well in putting tbeir hope in Goliah) the cbiefe |: 
ſtrengtkvf the Souldéers lietb in their Captain; fo) 
inypiritual conflit sall a Chriftians firength ts.) 
in Chri fk, and froin hins.: Fon, hefars: our conuers| 
| ſion, we were of no ſtrength: ſiuce onr convers) 
fon, we are. not. ſufficient vot our. ſelves to 


Ls 


Tothe Chriftian R Reader. 
| think a good thought. ‘And, And, to work ont f 
the Saints all felf- confidence, "God, by their falls 
teacheth them Torejoyce inthe Lord Jefus, 
| arid to have no confidence in the fleth. 

W hat foewer Chrift bath for us js made ours by 
Faith, mbich ir the hand of the font enriching it\ 
E. receiving bhriſt, who is the treaſure hid in| 

the field, a with him, rhoſe unfearchable ri- 

lehes of gree; wbirh are recealed and offered in 
tive Go fet „ ees itis part of our ſpiritual ar- 
| atone: inga whicb mas fabuloufly fpoken of the 
eſſ z. 8. race of Gyames, is truly Aerea e Chriftian he ir 
born nh his. anno pen bf Seb he is 

-_ regendh ure; [DOYS u. 1 ul lu 4 Breft- 
Plate, beeanfe preferas T. hecrr; A long, 
e field, Cee werd: fogorfeeths} which is 
meee fell to defemdribe bolt ue fiom dll forts of 
afuhi N biclspartof fpiritnal armour, and 
how it: pen W r declared 1b for- 
wer even fing re nf; is Sermons, 

No- 5 1 ind ihn feu, whence 
they) came: fo the belesviug fenl paving rescived 
all fram Chrift,retwraetholl re Chi For thas 
tb Rl f” u | Wl God ondaferond 
sinepit toot fuck ta metbørhefpared sot bin 
—— ee 3 che for me & 
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| Ta the C brilian Reader. 


lits bus equali that I foould live to hig dir far 
binm, bring in my ſtrength , time, gifts liberty, all 
that | bave, all thas I am, in his feruice, to bis 
glory. That affection whence thefe refolutions a-| 
riſe, is called Love whicb. fo inclineth the ſoule, 
that it mouelp in a dire line, towards that ob- 
jt apbereine it expotderb contentment, The foul is 
waifer ably -doluded i in purfuing the wind, end in 
taking ajuse at. 6 flying foul, mhileft it (eck “a 
| pine/s au any cremure which appears iu abe re 

Lefncffe. of 1 a im gular agitations,and eud fe 
ra iona. of dhe Mamliniaub, tim, 

' guel: covetous per fons I frames of: Hiri is Take} 
7 lower par of the elementary region, he fea | 
— fali oF sere | 
— aan p ema = r 


sab div goadaeffa to the cheatare according ta it. 
capacity This ar Bowe, asit reflaGeth| 
sph bettie fas ad effect af his Loss 
a ut appr as ch ofthefent 
cod part uf the folowing Treatife i in 7 Sermons.. 
Pe Ife, Anshor ont.of a piercing infight | 
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To the Chriftian Reader. 
into the methods of ibe Tempter, knowing upon 
phat Rocks the faith of many fuffers fbipwrack; 
that neither the weake Chri ftian might lofe the |: 
comfort of bis faith, through want ef evidences, | 
| zor the prefumeptious reft upon a fancy inſtead of 
faith, nor the adverfaries be emboldened to 2 
upon us, by reaſon of this doctrine of Juſtipca- 
tion by faith onely, their wonted nich - names of 
Soli-fidians, and Nulli-fidians, throughout the 
whole Treatiſe, & more efpecially in the laft Ser- 
mon, be diſcourſeth of good Works, as they a- 
rife from Faith and Love. This is the fum of the 
aitbfull and fruitfull Labours of this.reverend, | 
learned and godly Minifter of the Gaſpel, who| 
whileft he lived, was an example of the life of 
Faith and Lore, and of good works,to fo many as 
were acquainted with his equal and even walk- 
ing in the wayes of God, in the feveral turnings 
andi oocaſions of his life. But it will be too much 
injury to the godly Reader, to be detained longer 
in th: porch. We now difmiffe thee to the reading 
of this profitable Worke, beſeeching Gad to in- 
ſereaſe faith and ts perfek lowe in thy beart, tha: 
thou may ft be fruitfull in good wor. 
i 5 Thine in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


RICHARD SIBS. ` 


: a : JOHN DAVENPORT. 
— . w ³˙ðw]̃ ] ꝛ ↄ . n 


Of Faith, 1. 


n. 


a 


SS —e—¾ 


s 
F 


ae The firft Sermon. 


Ro u. 1. 1. | 
For by it the Righteou[neffe of God is revealed from Faith to ) 
Faith: asst is written, The ſuſt fhal live by F.uth. 


aſhamed of the Goipel of Chrif. | 
For it wasa ſhame to him, partly „ 
becaufe the Goſpel was then in perfe- 
cut ion; and partly, becaufe he was plaine in ſpeech. 
He came nor with excellency of words, or mans wife- | 
dome; and therefore, you may Cbferve what adoe he | 
had to defend himſeſte in his Epift'es tothe Corinthi- | 
ans, a wife people, who partly hated, and partly de- 
ſpiled his manner of delivery: bur, faith he, I ams net 
ajbamed of it, fur it is the power of Ged to falvation: it ms 
: B sh 
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the words I have read unto you, 
: 

| 

| 
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| Of Faith. 
| 


is that which, being received, will bring men to hea- | 
venzbeing rejected, will fhut men up in hell, and there- 
fore it is of no {mall moment. He gives a reafon in 
thefe words, why it is the power of God to ſalvation: 
For, {rith he, by it the righteow(nefe of God is revealed s ` 
That is, the righteouſneſſe which is of Ged,which only | 
Ged accepts, and by which alone men can be faved, is : 
revealed by the Gofpel, and no other way. 
But to what purpoſe is this revealed, if I know not | 
how to come by it? Many things are revealed, but how | 
` | fhali I know that they are mine? Therefore he addes , 
It is the power of God to falvation, to every one that be- | 
leeves. As it is revealed by the Gofpel, fo fomthing is 
to be done on our part; as Ged manifefts it, and layes 
| it open, fo you muft receive it by faith. | 
Yea, but J have not fo ſtrong a faith, I cannot believe 
as [ would,and as I fhould: faies he, faith hath degrees, 
it is revealed from faith to faith, I hat is, one receives 
it in one degree, and the fame afterwards receivs it in a 
greater degree, and fo forward. All are alike juſtified, 
but there is difference in faith, ſome is ſtronger, ſome 
is weaker, which I will afterward fhew at large. 
The point to be gathered out of thefewords is this: 
Thas Rightcoufnef{e, by which alone wee can be faved now 
‘| inthe time of the Gofpell, is revealed and offered to all that 
wil takeite 
‘| You heare this: it may be you may not have fuch a 
conccit of the thing as you fhould have; but it is nota 
matter of light moment, but an exceeding great thing 
to fee the righteoufneffe of Ged revealed. It is the great 
glorious myftery of the Goſpell; which the Angels 
deſire to pry into: which made S. Paul in his a 
54 0 


l Of Faith. 


fo glorious, which {wallowed up his thoughts, that he 
could not tell how to expreſſe it: that now in this laft 
age, Chrifi hath revealed through us the w#nfearchable 
viches of his Grace,that is , Riches which I know not 
how to expreſſe. Therefore he prayes that Ged would 
open their eyes, that they might comprehend with all the 
Saints, the height , and length, and breadsh of that Re- 
demption, which Chrif hath wrought for them. It paf- 
feth our comprehenfion, yet he prayes that they may 
comprehend it in fuch a meaſure as is poſſible, though 
there be a height,and breadth,and depth therein,which 
could not be meafured. And this is it that is revealed 
to the foules of men, the eſcaping of Hell and Death, | 
‘| fuch free acceſſe to the Throne of Grace, as none be- 
fore had; this liberty to be made the Sonnes of God, 
and heires of heaven, yea Kings and Priefts to God , 1 
and making good of all promiſes, and the entailing of is faid tobe 
them to our poſteriſty, & making them Yea & Amen. revealed. 
All this, I ſay, is now revealed, which before was not. | 1 
1. It is faid to be revealed, partly becauſe this, ofall wricesio 

other things, was never written in the hearts of men. pe- eres 
The Moral Law was written therein, but they had | i o 
not the leaft inkling, the leaft crevice of light to fee In reſpedt of 
this; partly, becauſe it is now opened in a larger mta- 9 E * 
ſure than it was heretofore, in the times of the Pro- 
phets; the dcore was a little open before, but now it is 
wide open, and nothing is hid from the fouls of men, 
that is neceſſary for them ro know. 1 

Againe, it is revealed, not onely in regard of the | 
Preachers that make itknown , but likewiſe in regard In regard of 
of them that heare it; for there is a greater meafure of — on 
the {pirit of Revelation difpenfed under the Gofpel x 
| B 2 Therefore 
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Therefore, Eph. 1. 18. the Apoſtles prayes, that the eyes 
of their under landing might be opened, that they might 
know what is the hope of their calling, and the riches of his | 
glorious inkeritance in the Saints. For, hat is it to have 
alight fhining, if their eyes be ſhut to whom it 
fhines ? So the thing revealed is the Righteoufnefle of 
God. And laſtly, it is that Rigliteouſneſſe, by which 
alone man can be ſaved. | 
This is the maine point, which, that you may under- 
ſtand, I will open by anfwering theſe fix queſtions. 
é Qygefions | 14 Ho this Righteou{nefle of God (i. e. which 
benden . is accepted of Qod) faves, | | | 
2. How it is offered tous. : 
3. Towhom tt is offered. 
4. Upon what qualifications. 
F5. How it is made ours. 
And laſtly, what is required of us when we have it. 
| . Thefe hang one upon another, but for memory 
ſſake I havethus diſtinguiſhed them. 
Quek: | Firft, How doth it favee I anſwer: 1. This righteouſ- | 
pu refaveth neffe faves after the fame manner that the unrighte- 
ſouſneſſe of Adam did condemne: let us fet thefe two 
A paralel bee together, and thething will be plaine. E 
tweenexhe Pirſt, as Adam was one man, yet the common root 
varishteouf Of all Mank ind, of whom all that are guilty of death, 
ek andthe and ſhall be damned, muft be borne: fo Chrif, the 
righteoufnefle fecond Adam, ſtands as a publike perfon, and the root 
ue a. of all that fhall be ingrafted into, and born of him: 
things, ° Secondly, as Adams firk unr ighteouſneſſe, the firſt fin | 
he committed, is communicated to men, and made}. 
theirs by imputationsand not fo only, but by inheren- | 
j cy alfo (for it hath bred in them originall fin:) After | 
the 


\ 


the fame manner the righteouſneſſe that Chrif wrought, 
is made ours by imputation,and this imputative righ 
teouſneſſe of Chriſt worketh a righteouſneſſe which 
qualifies the perfon,and is inherent in us. Laſtly, as af. 
ter this unrighteouſneſſe comes death, which rules and 
reigns in us, bringing every thing into ſubjection, fo 
that all the comforts men poſſeſſe, are overcome in 
{ome degree, while we live here; ‘all ſickneſſes, trouble, 
and croſſes, being as fo many skirmiſnes which death | 
hath with us, before the main battellcomes:) So in 
Chrift life reignes over all, and brings all into ſubjecti- 
on to bim: that is, it brings all the troubles man ſu ſtai- 
neth, all the enemies he hath, yea death and ſin into 
ſubjection, by degrees in this lite, and after death per- 
fectly. There is a compariſon made in Kom. y. 14. which 
you fhall find more fully to expreſſe, and more largely 
to fet this out then I have done. The firſt Adan wasa 
figure of him that was to come: and 1 Cor. 15. 45. Chriſt 
is called the fecond daw, Now you doe fee the mife» 
rable fruit of dems fall: you fee by lamentable expe- 
rience, what originall fin isand how much it hath cor- 
rupted usswhy then fhould youthink ita ſtrangethin 
that the righteouſneſſe of Chriſt ſnould be impured ? 
Againe, death you fe reigns over all, by one; why then 
will you not believe that life fhall reign over all men, 
that is, bring every enemie of ours into ſubjection, by 
the other? For the righteouſneſſe of one faves, as the 
unrighteouine ffe oi the other condemnes, 
Another expreffion I finde in 2 cor. 5. 21. As Chrif 
was made fin for us, who knewno finne, fo are wee made the 
righteou(ne (ie ef God in him: That is, though Chriſt was |. 
aman without fin in * our fin was imputed 
| 3 tO 
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6) Of Faith 


then he kils him, putting our curfe upon him: ſo to us 
that are free from Righteouſneſſe, Chrif is made righ- 
teouſneſſe; fo that God looks on us as if wee had per- 


to him, and be was by Ged reckoned as a finner 5 and 


formed perfect righteouſneſſe, and when that is done, 


he ſaves us. And fo much for the firſt Que ſtion. 
How we hal Ob. But now when we heare that this righteouſ- 
come by it. | neſſe faves, the Queftion is, How fhall wee come by it? 


In that it faves, it is good and comfortable; but it may 


vation. 
|  Aafe. I anfwer, it is freely given to us, even as Fa- 
thers give Lands and Inheritancesto their children, and 
las Kings give Pardons, Titles, Honours ,& Riches, out 
of their clemency , becaufe they will, to fhew their 
magnificence, and goodneſſe to their Subjects; So 
doth God give this Righteoufnefle : as you fhall find it 
expreſſed, E/ay, 9. 6. Tolls a Child is borne, tous 4 Son 
is given:a place worth your marking and obfervation, 
| And Ieh. 3. 16. God foleved the world, that he gave his on- 
| Ly begotten Son, &c. Aud Rom, 5. 17. it is called the gift 
| of Righteouneffe: That is, a thing which God freely, 
! fimply, voluntarily, and only becauſe he will,beftowes 


fave fome men, and yet I have no fhare nor part in fal- | 


| 


| 
1 
1 
| 
| 
i 
i 
| 
| 


on men, not locking on any worthineſſe in them of 


the fame: (as we fay, nothing is fo free as gift.) The paf- 
ſage is this: For, if throu h the offence of one, Death reig- 
ned in all, much more they chick yeceive abundance of grace, 
| and the gift of Righteoufnefe, fall reigne in life by one 
| Zefus Chrift, So that God gives it freely out of his 
| meere love, without any other motive or end, but to 
i fhew his magnjficence, and to make manifeſt in the a- 
ges to come the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, the great 

and 


/ Faith. 
and exceeding glorious riches that he hath provided 
for them that love him. | : 

But what isthe reafon that God will have it com- 
municated tothe fonnes of men, no other way but by 
gift? You ſhall feeit, Rom. 4, F. that it is for thefe 
caufes. | S 

Firft, That no man might boaſt in him ſelfe, but that he 
that rejoyceth, may rejoyce in the Lord. If any other bar- 
gaine or manner of conveyance had beene made, wee 

|fhould have had fomething to boaft of, but comming 
merely from God as a gift, we have caufe to glory in 
| God, and nothingelfe. Againe, its a gift,that men may 
learn to depend upon God for it: God wil have no man 
challenge it as due; for it is a meere grace- Laftly, it is 


any thing required at our hands, (This doe, fulfill this 
| Law, and you fhal have this righteouſneſſe: ) it had nor 
| bin fure, nay, none had bin faved; for by the Law is 
tranſgreſſion and wrath: but being by gift, it is firme 
and fure to all the feed : for when a thing is freely gi- 
ven; and nothing expected, but taking it, and thanks- 
giving for it, what is more fure ? N 
But, when you heare this righteouſneſſe is given, the 
next queſtion will be, To whom is it given? If it be 
only given to ſome, what comfort is this to me? 
But (which is the ground of all comfort) it is given 


have the ſure word of God, which will not faile. When 
you have the Charter of a King well confirmed, you 
| reckon it a matter of great moment: What is it then, 
‘when you have the Charter of God himſelfe? which you 
hall evidently fee in theſe two places; Afarke ult 15 
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Reafons why! 
it is by gift. 


1. That none 
might ooaſt. 


2 That it be 
of Grace. 

3. : hatit | 
_ might be ſure 


agift, that it may be fureto all the feed. If there had bin | toalthe feed. 


Towhom itis 
given, : 


toevery man,there is not a man exceptedstor which we | 


8 0 Faith. 
Goe and preach the Gofpel to every creature under Heaven: 
| What is that ? Goe and tell every man without excep- | 
tion, that there is good newes for him, Chrift is dead 
for him, and if he will take him, and accepr of ‘his | 
righteouſneſſe, he fhall have it; reſtraint is not, but goe 
and tell every man undet Heaven. The other Text is, 
Rev. ult. whofoever will, let him come, and take of the wa- 
ters of life freely, There is a quicunque valt, whofoever 
will come, (none excepted) may have life, and it ſhall 
coſt him nothing. Many other places of Scripture 
there be, to prove the generality of the offer: and ha- 
ving a ſure Word for it, conſider it. 
Objet, But if it be objected, Itis given anely to the Eleét, | 
and therefore not to every man. | 
efxfw.t. | Tanfwer, when we havea fure Word, that it is given 
a the mity to every man under heaven, without any reſtraint at all, 
fpel, Chrift is Why fhould any except himfelfe ? Indeed, when Chrift 
offered to e · was offered freely to every man, and one received him, 
dome refpeas, another rejected him, then the Myſtery of Election & 
| Reprobation was revealed, the reafon why fome recei- 
ved him being, becaufe God gave them a heart, which 
to the reft he gave not; but, in point of offering of 
Chrift, we muft be genetall, without having refpe& to 
election. For otherwiſe the Ele& of Chrift fhould | 
have no ground for their faith, none knowing he is e- | 
lected, untill he hath beleeved and repented. 
Objet, | But Chrifts righteoufnefle being offered to men in 
ſtate of unregeneration, how fhall I know it belongs 
Auf. to me? There is no other ground but this Syllogifme: 
This righteoufneffe belongs to every man that be- 
leeves: but I believe; therefore it belongs to me. There- 
fore, though it be applied onely to beleevers, yet it 


| muft 
COU 


“a 
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muſt be offered to every mau. 

Againe, we are bound to beleeve that the thing is a 
true, before we can believe our fhareinit; we do not] Arf. 2. 
therefore make it trur, becauſe we beleeveʒ but our be- 
leeving prefuppofeth the object of our Faith, which is 
this, that Chriſt is given: now the very believing doth 
not cauſe Chriſt to be given; but he is given, and there- 
fore wee beleeve, In all actions, the object is in order 
of nature before the action it felfe; my beliefe makes 
not a thing true, but it is true in it felfe, and therefore 
believe it. It being true that Chriſt is offered to all 
men, therefore 1 believe that I am reconciled and adop- 
ted, and that my fins are forgiven. — : 

Againe, if he fhould not be offered to every man, we 4,5, ; 
could not fay to every man, If thou doft believe, thou = 
fhalt be faved; but this we may fay to all, even to Judas, 

If thou believeſt, Ind, thou fhalt be faved. 

Againe, if he were not offered to all, then wicked men Auſw. 4. 
ſhould be excluded as much as the Divels; but Chriſt E 
tooke their nature on him, therefore it is poffible for 
them, if they believe, to be ſa ve. : a 

But how differs this fromthe do@rine of the Ade| Obiect. 
verfaries-s for they alfo fay, chat: Chrift is offered 
equally to all? 

l anfwer, In two reſpects: (nettorunthroughall )| 9 Aafirs 
The firſt isthis; We fay, Though Chirift be offered, z Godin- | 
ſand freely given to all, yet God intends him only to the 13 
Elect. They ſay, His intention is the fame to all, to Is- | led. 
das as to Peter. The other is, they affirme, that as Chriſt eet i 
is offered to all men, fo all men have fufficient grace to 5 saa 
receive him: there is an ability by that, as well as a frec- | them to 169 | 
| dome, and univerfality in the offer. This we altogether | ee hin. q 

Aeny . 


* 


fo 


* 


deny. Though Chriſt be given to all, yet the gift of 


faith is a fruit of election. God gives faith and repen- 


tance, and ability to receive him, where he pleaſeth. 


The gate is open to all, we fhut out none;but none wil 

come in, but thofe whom God enables, A pardon may 
beoffered to al, and yet none accept it, but thoſe whofe 
minds God hath inclined. Therefore that he is offered 


to all, it is without queftion, They that queftion it, 


dd it becaufe they do not underftand the Poctrine of 


our Divines; for we propound it no otherwife in fub-| - 


Quefh 4. 
. |: Unto what 
qualifications 
it is given. 


ſtance than they do, onely we differ in the method: 
but it will be. your wiſedome to looke to that which 
will be of uſe, and yeeld comfort when you come to 
die As this you may build on, The Gofpel is preach- | 


ed tQ every creature under heaven , and therefore ' 
have my fhare in it. If a Pardon be offered to fowe, | 
whofe namesaloneare.inferted therein you cannot ſay 
Qn any good. ground, Iam pardoned: but wher the 
Pardon is gerierall, and offered to all, then I can believe 


the pardon belongs tome. Were it only to the Eledt, 


_| whofe names are written in the pardon, we fhould firft | 


enquirewhethet we be eſect or no, but that’s not the 


method. Build you on the {urg promife; they that are 
pardoned, fhal take hold of it;they that take nor hold 


of it, fhall be excluded, Oe 8 
The next tliing a man, will deſire to know; is this; 


What qualifications are expected ? Doth not God re- 
quire to find ſomthing in us, if he give it us? 


l Tanfwer,that it. is offered to all: and no qualification | 
at all is requiredas præexiſtent to be found in us, but 
any may come and take it, God requires no qualifi- 
cation as concerning our Sinness bee faith not, you, 
| all, 


/ Faith; 
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or of fucha nature; but though they be never fo ma» | 1-17 ſins. 


ny, though of never fo extraordinary a nature, though 
they may be aggravated with all the circumſtances 
that can be, yet there is no exception at all of you, the 


pardon runs in generall termes , This is the Lambe of | 


God that taketh away the finnes of the world. And ſee |- 


ing it is in generall termes, why will you interline and 
reftraine it? You ſee it runs in generall, and fo you 
may take it, N 
And as it is propounded generally, fo it is general- 
ly executed: 1 Cor. 6. 9. You fhall finde, the greateſt 
finnes that can be named are there pardoned : Se not de- 
ceived, you know how so fornicator., nor adulterer, nor 
unclean perfon, &c. ſball enter into the kingdome of God, 
and fuch were fome of jon: but now you are juftified, now you 
are fan iſed, now jow are wafbed, Though they had 
committed the greateſt finnes, you fee, it is generally 
executed, without exception. 
But there is another fort of qualification, Is there 
not fomething firfttobedone? I know, that though 1 
have committed all the finnes of the world, yet they 


(hall not prejudice my pardon; but I muſt doe fome- | 


thing to qualifie me for it. No, not any thing as ante- 
cedarious and precedent to the pardon : it is only re. 
quired of thee, to come with the hand of faith, and re- 
ceive it in the middeſt of all thy unvorthineſſe, what- 


ſoever it be, lay hold onthe pardon, and imbrace it, 


and it.fhall be thine. | 


But you will obje&t;then to what end isthe doGrine| Ogie. il 


of humiliation? to what end is the Law. preachedto be 
a Schoolemaſter, if no qualification be required? 


— 2 — . —ñä—ʒĩ— Eee eee ———— 
aw 


/ 


It 
hall be pardoned, fo your fianes be of ſucha number, Inftance; |- 
2. in Slaces. 
| 
| 
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Anfip- 1. 


| Tanfwet, humiliation is not required as a qualificati- 

on; for no teares of ours can give ſatis faction. And a- 

gaine, it hath bin found in a Reprobate; For Iudas had 
it. Neither is it any part of ſanctificai ion. 
Objet. | But how is it required then ? 

Anf. 2. As that, without which we will not come to Chrift. 
How humilia- As for example: If we ſay to 2 man, The Phyfician is 
| sed,beforewe ready to heal yous before you will be healed, you muft 

` | come to have a ſenſe of your ficknefle:this ſenſe is not required 

9 J by the Phyfician (for the Phy fician is ready to heale 
SHOE thim; } but it he be not fick,and have a tenfe ot it, hee 
will not come to the Phyſician. It at a general Dole it 
be proclaimed, Let all come hither that be hungry; a 
man is not excluded, if he be not hungry, but elſe hee 
will not come: therefore we preach, that none receive 
the Gofpell but rhe poore , thoſe that be humble, and 
touched with ſenſe of fin and wrath 5 and wee preach 
{0, becaufe no man indeed will come without it. 
. In the next place, the Queftion will be, How this 
Ouch. 4. : l PE 
ner Chris; righteouſneſſe of Chrift is made ours? or, what is to be 
“| righreouines done of him to whom it belongs? 
is = ours.) To this l anfwer; though no precedent qualification 
„fw, i i 
be required, yet this muſt be taken; a man muft not re- 
fic & on himfelf, and conſider, Am I worthy of it? but 
he mufttake it asa Plaifter, which if it be not applyed, 
| will not heales or as meat, which if it be not eaten, doth 
' Simile, not nouriſn. As the husband wooes his ſpouſe, & fays 
In ubat fenfe| thus; l require nothing at thy hands, no condition at al, 
faith is requi-/ I doe not examine whether thou art wealthy, or no; 
sed: whether thou be faire, or nos whether thou be out of 
debt, or wel conditioned, it is no qiatter what thou art:? 
I require thee fimply to take me for thy ming 
this 


A 
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this manner coms Chrift to us; we muf not fay, Am I 
worthy to make a Spouſe for Chrift ? am I fic to re- 
ceive ſo great mercies ? Thou art only to take him. 
| When we exclude all conditions, we exclude fucha 
frame and habit of mind, which we think is neceſſarily 
required to make us worthy to take him. As if a Phy- 
ſie ian come and offer thee a Medicine, by which thou 
mayeſt be healed, and fay, I require nothing at your 
hands, onely to drink it, for elfe it will doe you no 
good: So God offers the Righteouſneſſe of Chrift, 
whichis that that heales the foules of men; God looks 
for nothing at your hands, it matters not what your 
— is, onely you muft take it. So you fhall find 
imfelfeexpreffing it, Fſay, 5 5. 1» where he compares 
this to the offer of wine and milk : Come, buy wine and 
wilte without money: Let him that is a thirſt come, and 
he that hath no mony. As if he had faid, it is freely 
offered, you are onely to take it. 
Duef. But when you heare you muft take it, the 
queſt ion will be, what this taking is? SE 
_4nfw, I anſwer, This taking is nothing elfe but 
that which we call Faith : and therefore that wee may 
not erre in the maine, I will declare what Faith is. 
And it is nothing elſe but this;when theſe two things 
concurre, that God the Father will give his Sonne, 
and freely offers righteouſneſſe; and wee receive this 
righteouſneſſe, taking Chrift for our Husband, our 
King and Lord. | | 
of But you will fay, Faith is more: for Fides eff a- 
dus int elle ius, it is an act of the underftanding,affen- | 
ting to truths for the authority of the fpeak<r; there- 
fore the iind & wil muft concur to make up this Psith 
| : | Are. K 


In what fenfe 

conditions are 

excluded. 
Simile. 


What this 
taking is. 


Faith , what, 


Y 


Anfw, For rhe better underſtanding of it, marke this 
Fach in the word, The Righteoufneffe of God is revealed: wherein 
ſundetſtand. | is likewife implyed (though it be not expreſſed) that 
it is offered: for to what purpofe, or what comfort is 
it to ſee that there is ſuch a righteouſneſſe, if it be no- 
thing to usꝛ but it is fo revealed, that it is alfo offered. 
Now being both revealed, & offered, you muf finde 
ſomthing in men anſwerable to bath thefe;to the reve-. 
lat ion of it, the under ſtand ing aſſent ing to it as a Truth, 
that Chrif is come in the flefh, and offered to al men, 
Againe, to anſwer to the matter of the offer, there 
is alſo an act of the will, vherby it comes in, and takes 
or imbraceth this righteouſneſſe: Both thefe, x Tim. 
1. 15. are put together; This is a faithfull ſaying, and 
worthy to be received, that J7eſut Chrif came into the world 
te = faners, It is true, faith the underftanding , 
and therefere that believes it ; but it is worthy tobee 
received, faith the will, therefore that comes in, takes 
and accepts it. As in matter of marriage, if one come 
. and tell a Woman, There is fucha man in the world 
that ĩs willing to beftow himfelfe on you, if you will 
take him, and accept him for your Husband : Now 
(mark what it is that makes up the marriage on her 
| part; firſt, fhe muft believe that there is fuch a man, 
and that that man is willing to have her, that this mef- 
fage is true, that it is brought from the man himſelfe, 
and ehat it is nothing elfe but a true declaration of the 
mans mind. This is an act of her mind or underftan. | — 
ding. But will you take him, and accept of him for 
your Husband ? now comes the will, and the concur- 
rence of thefe two makes up the match, So we come 
and tell ye, There is fuch a one, the Mefsiah, that is 
| 1 willing 
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willing to beftow himfelfe on you; if you believe that 
we deliver the meſſage from Chrif, & do conſequent · 
Jy imbrace and take hi m, no are you ju ftified: this is 
the very tranflation of you from death to life; at this 
very inftant you are delivered from Satan, pofſeſſed of 
a kingdome, and falvation is come to your houſe. 

No becauſe this taking of Chrift is the main point | Three things 
which makes Chrif ours, and the want whereof is the | me$ concur 
caufe that every man is condemned, (it comming nea- | Chrig. $ 
reft to life and death) that you may know what itis, 
we muft tell you, that this is required thercin, 

Firft; there muft not be Error perfona errour of 
the perfon. | 

Secondly , you muft underftind aright what this 

taking is. 

Thirdly, there muft be a compleat deliberate will, 
which muft concur to this action of taking. 

Thefe three being declared, we ſhall not eaſily be 
deceived in it, : 3 t 

Firft,when you hear of this righteouſneſſe of Chrif, | There muf be 

& it being made ours; you muf know, that firſt Chrif p Spee 
himfelfe is made ours, and then his righteoufneffe: as 
firſt you muft have the husband, and then the benefits 
that come by him. I fay, take heed that there be notan | 
error of the perſon, that you miſtake him not. And 
this excludes all ignorant men, that take not Chrif in 
deed, but only in their on fancie. Therefore when 
you come to make this marriage, you muſt know, that 
Chrift is moft holy, that he is alfo fuch a one as will 
bring perſecut ion with him, as he ſaies of himſelf, that 
hee knowes not where to lay his head: ſuch a one as 

for whofe fake you muft part with every things ſuch a 

| d 
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E One as is hated in the world, and for whofe fake yeu l 
muſt be hated: Some would have the man, but they 
| know not the man; and fo many thou ſands are decei- 
ved, that are willing to take Chriſt, but they know not 
| what they take, they under ſtand not Chrift aright:there 
is an errour of the perſon, and ſo a miſſe of the match, 
and confequently of juftification; for, fo as to make 
him their Lord, fo as to be fubje& to him, they take 
him not, they doe not conſider that he requires fuch 
and ſuch things at their hands. f 
es Secondly, if there be no miſtake of the perfon, yet 
c right s . . f 
form muſi be What is this taking ? In marriage there isa certaine 
ovferved. form to be obſerved, and if that form be miſt of, there 
is a miſſe of the match. This taking therefofe is no- 
thing but this: ſo to take him, as to be divorced from 
all other Loverssfo to ſerve him, as you ſerve no other 
maſterʒ ſo to be fubje& to him, that you be ſubject to 
nothing in the world befides, This is properly to take 
| Chriftsand this excludes the greateſt part of men, they 
being ready to take Chriſt, and yet they will love the 
world too: but God tels them, that F they love the 
world, the love of the Father, nor the Son, is not in them, 
Ch it maf | Lou muft have your affections weaned from every 
Ir. n kind of vanity. Goe thorow the whole Univerfe, look 
on all the things that are, Riches, Pleaſutss, Honours, 
Vife, and Children; if your heart be not weaned from 
every of them, you take him not as a Husband. 
Aga ine, others wil ferve Chrift and their riches too, 
their credit too, their own praiſe with men too; but 
Chrift tels them, no man. can ſerve. both; you muft 
ſerve him alone, & be obedient to none but him: if you 
do ſo, you take him for your Lord indeed. So likewiſe 


, many 
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many will be ſubject to him as a King, but they will be 
ſub ject to their luſts too: if their luſts command them, 
they cannot denie them, fome they will reſetve; and 
you know how many this excludes. Therefore you 
{hall find, that no man can take Chrift,and his wealth: 
You know the young man was fhut out, becaufe he 
would not let goe his Poſſeſſions; which he muft part o 
with, or elfe have none of him. So Joh. 5. 44. If yow re- Lohn 5. 44. 
ceive the prayfe of wen, how can je beleeve? That is, it you 
be not weaned and divorced from all, you cannot be- 
leeve · Though you be the off. ſcowring of men, though 
you be mocked and ſcorned, it matters not; but if you 
ſeeke the pray fe of men, you cannot beleeve. Where, 
by the way, you may marke fomething, and adde it to 
that I faid before. What isthe reaſon, that the ſeeking 
prayſe of men, fhould hinder from beleeving? Cer- 
tainly, if Faith were onely an act of the underſtanding, 
aſſent ing to the truth for the authoritie of its Speaker, 
it would be no hindrance or impediment to the act of 
the mind, in 3 that ſuch a thing is true; ſo that 
it muft needs have reference to the will. Therefore, ſaith 
Chrift, While you feeke the pray fe of men, how can 
you beleeve ? that is,take me for your God and Lord, 
whom you will ferve altogether. So that to take Chrift 
with a juſtify iog Faith, is nothing elfe but to receive 
\him, as it is expreſſed in many other places of Scrip- 
ture. John 1.11. He came unto his owne and his owne received Loh. 1. 11, 12. 
him not; but to as many as received him, he gave power to 
become thé fonnes of God, even to them that beleeve on h 
name. And fo it is not (as the Papiſts fay) a meere 
a& of the under ſtanding, but i taking of him for your | 
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God, your Saviour, to whom alone you will be fubje@, | 
and give your felfe. 

: Laſt of all, when thefe two are done and effected, fo. 

chriſt muft that there is no errour either in the perfon, or in the 

te n with forme 5 there is yet one thing more remaines behind, 

anddellberate and that is, to take and accept him with a complete, a 

will. deliberate, and true will. For, even as in other Matehes, 

put the caſe the perſon be knowne, and the forme duly 

, _|obferved; yet if there doe nót concurre 2 complete 

will, it is not properly a Match. And therefore thofe 

Matches are unlawfull, which are made before yeares 

of diſcretion, when a man hath not the uſe of his will, 

or when a man is in a Phrenzie, becauſe there is then 

no complete or deliberate will: ſo in this Spirituall 

Match, you ſhall fee how many the want of ſuch a will 
excludes. . 

Three things Firg, l fay, it muſt be complete: which excludes all 

1 wifhers and woulders, that prize Chrift a little, that- 

king Chift, could be content to have Chrift ; but it is rather an 

2 inclination, than a complete will: that are inan egui- 
pier aag lsbrio, that would have Chriſt, but not yet; that would 

P live a little longer at eaſe, and have æ little more wealth, 

but are not come to a refolute peremptorie will; that 
have onely a weake inclination, which is not enough; 
for-in a Match,the will muft be complete;and it is need- 
full it fhould be fo, it being a thing that muſt continue 
all a mans life. 

Againe, it muft be a deliberate will: and this ex- 
cludes all thofe t hat will take Chrift in a good mood, 
J on fome ſudden flaſn, when they are affected at a good 

Sermon, and have ſome good motions caft into their 


minds; 
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minds; that will (at fuchatime) be content to take | 
Chriſt, to ferve him and obey him, to forfake their 

| finnes, and give over their former lufts , but the will is 
not deliberate. | 

I Laft of all, as it muft be complete and deliberate, fO | True. o: free. 
it muſt be a true will, that is, it muft be free: And that 
excludes all them, that meerely for ſervile feare, at the 
time of Death, in the day of Sickneſſe and Trouble, 
when Hell and Heaven are preſented to them, will rake 
Chrift. Indeed you can ſcarce come to any, bur, in 
ſuch a caſe, he will profeſſe, that he is now content to 
take Chrift for his Lord and Saviour: but this is done 
by conftraint, and fo the will is not free. So I fay, 
when all theſe concurre, the Match is now made, apd 
you are juſtified. 

But after the Match is made, fomething is required. Quek, 6, 
Therfore there is one Queftion more,and that is, What bia r = 
is this that is required after the making of the Match? | Thenwe hare 

I anfwer,firft, it is required, that you love your Hus- i:. 
band Jefus Chri&; that you forſake Father & Mother, | -4*/ 
and become one Spirit with him, as a man is one flefh | To loye 
with his Wife; for you are now bone of his bone, and | Cbriſt. 

fleſh of his fleth. 

Secondly , it is now required that you fhculd re- 2 
pent: And that is the meaning of that place, Repent for To repent. 
the Kingdome of Heaven is at hand. I tell you of a King- ii 
dome, and a great Kingdome ; but no man can come 

into that Kingdome,except he repent : you muſt walke 
no longer after the flefh,but after the Spirit; you muf 
have your fleſh crucified, with all tke affections and 
| lufts of it. 
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$ Thirdly, You mutt part with every thing for his 
Part with all, fake ; whether it be Riches, or Honours, or Credit, or: 
for him. whatfoerer, it is no matter, you muft be readie to let 
them 3 P i r 
4 Fourthly, You muĝ be readie to undergoe any thing 
— * for his 3 muſt have him for — as well as far 
better: You muft be content to be hated of ail men for hit ſair, 
jou mufi ta ke up your cro ffe and follow him. 
Tg - Fifthly , You mug doe much, as well as ſuffer much 
n o doe for for him: He dyed to this end, shat he maghet purchefe te 
Turg, him a peculiar people, zealous of good works, You muit re- 
{pect him as a Wife doth her Husband,not as a fervant 
| doth a hard Mafter: you muft not looke on his Come 
ndements as a hard Taske, whereof you could wil- 
. lingly be excufed, but as one that hath kis heart infla- 
med towalk in them: as a loving Wife, that needs not 
to be bidden to doe this, or that; but if the doing of it 
may advantage her Husband, it wil be a greater grief to 
her to let it lye undone, then labour to doe it. 
Objet, But now men fay, This is a hard condition, I little 
. , {thought of it. 
Anfa. It is true, the condition is hard. and that is the reaſon 
j None take | that fo few are willing to come · in, when they under- 
his ownetcon-| ſta nd theſe after-cla p conditions; That they muft part 
ſditions, till with all; that they muſt be perſecuted; that their will 
1 muft be perfectly ſubject to the will of Chriſtʒzthat they 
hkumbied. muſt be holy, as he is holy; that the fame mind muft be 
in them, that is in Chriſt Jeſus; that they muſt be of 
_ | thefe peculiar people of God. And therefore have we 
told you, that none will come in, totake Chrift for | 
their Husband till they have bin bittenwith thefenfe of 
. -~ their 


webb, ne g, — — 


Of Faith. 21 


their finnes, till they be heavie laden , and have felt the 
| weight of Satans yoke;till then, they will not come un- 
der the yoke of Chrift : but thoſe that be humble, that 
have their hearts broken, that know what the wrath of | 
God is, that have their Conſciences awaked to fee finne, 
will come-in,and be glad they have Chrift, though on 
thefe conditions; but the other will not. If you will 
have: Chrift on thefe conditions, you may. But we 
preach in vaines all the world refufeth Chriſt, becauſe 
| they will not leave their covetouſneſſe, and idlentſſe. and 
{wearing, and their ſeverall {ports and pleafures, their 
living at libertie, their companie-keeping; they will 
not doe the things that Chrift requires at their hands, 
and all becauſe they are not humbled, they know not 
what finne means: whereas fhould God ſhe it to them 
in its right colours, ſhould they be but in Judas his Note. 
caſe, had they taſted of the terrours of the Almightie, 
were their Conſciences enlightned, and did it fet them 
on, they would take him with all their heart. 
But another Objection comes in: I would come in, Objet. 
but how ſhould I doe it ? I wane power and abilitie, I 
cannot mort iſie the deeds of the body; could I doe 
that, I would not ſtand on the bufineffe. | 
To this I give a ſpeedie anſwer: If thou canſt come Auf, 
with this reſolution to take him, take no care for do- | when we re- 
ing it; for as ſoone as thou art his, hee wilt give thee | lve te eke 
another ſpirit, hee will enable thee to all things. Joh. 1. | gives us eos 
12. To as many & received him, to them he gave power to er. 
become the fonnes of God: What is that? is it an emptie Joh. 1. 1313. 
title? No, be made them ſonnes, not borne of the flesh, or 
of she vii of man, but of God. It is true, with thy owne 
| C3 .. heart 


heart thou art not able to doe it; bur, what if God 
give thee a new heart, and a new {pirit > When the 
Match is made,and concluded betweene him and us, he 
fends. his Spirit into out hearts, and this Spirit gives 
us abilit ie, making us like Chriſt, changing us, and 
cauſing us to delight in the duties ot new obedience in | 
the inward man. Therefore take no care for abilitie, 
onely labour for an honeſt heart, armed with. this re- 
folution , I am reſolved to take Chrift from hence- 
forth; and 'you-fhall find another Spirit, to enable you 
exceedingly, And now, that we may not let all this 
goe without ſome application, we will hereof make 
two Uſes. : | | 
uſe 1. Firſt, this great Ufe is to be made of it; to learne 
hence, to fee how great the finne of men is, and how juſt 
mans lin, and is their condemnation forthe famesthat when this rígh- | 
Gods juſtice t eouſneſſe of Ged is revealed from Heaven, by this Gofpel 
which we now preach, they reſiſt it, caſting it at their 
heeles, not regarding it, but deſpiſing thefe glad tidings 
of falvation, which is fo glorious a myſterie. This very 
thing that we preach to you, is it that was ſo many 
thouſand yeares agoe fore- told, and as long expected, 
being the greateſt Worke that ever God did. This is 
that which Paul magnified ſo much, and ftood fo ama- 
Aggravation red at. Therefore if you reject it, xænow that your finre 
a Gels. is exceeding great, We that preach the Goſpel, are 
e Meſſengers fent from the Father, to invite every one of 
you to come to the Marriage of his Sonne: if you will 
not come (as ſome of you are young, and mind other 
things; others of you have gone long in an old Tract, 
and will not turne; ſome have married a Wife, others 
| have | 
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have other bufineffe,and therefore you will not come; 
or if you-doe come, it is without your Wedding Gar- 
ment, you come not with a conjugall affection:) I fay, 
if you reſuſe, the Lord will deale with you as with 
‘them in the Gofpel,he will have you brought and ſlaine 
before his face. And we come not from the Father 
onely, but we are alfo fent from the Sonne; he is a ſuitor 
to you, and hath diſpatched us as Embaffadours, to 
wooe you, and to befeech you to be reconciled, If you 
will come, he hath made knowne his mind to you, you 
may have him; if you will not come, you will make 
him angry; and you had need to kife the Sonne, left he 
be angry: though he be fo mercifull, as not to quench the 
fmocking Flax, nor to breake the bruifed Reed; yet not- 
withſtanding, that Sonne hath feet like burning Bra fe, 
he hath a swe-edged Sword in his hand, and his eyes are 
like flames of fire: ſo you ſhall find him to be, if you 
refufe him. As he is a Corner-Stone,for fome to build 
on; fo he is a Corner-Stone, to grind them to pouder 
that refufe him.. When the better is the fuiror, and is 
rejeGed,what wrath,what indignation breeds it among 
| men? And fo,take all the finnes you bave committed, 
there is none like this; none fhail be fo much layd to 
your charge at the day of Judgement, as your rejectin 
of the Sonne, and of his righteouſneſſe revealed, an 
freely offered to you. What Chrift faid, (It fbad be 
\eafer for Sodome and Gomorrah then for fuch a Citie) | 
pay apply to every one that's come to heare. me this 
time. If you will not give eare to my invitation, it ſhall 


be eaſier for Jenes and Turkes , forthe Salvages at the 


afl. Indies, then for you. It 2 beene better for you 
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that Chriſt had never come in the fleth, that his righ- 


teouſneſſe had never beene offered to you. Therefore is 
that added, Afar. 16. 16. He that beleeveth not, is dawned > 
of {uch conſequence is the Goſpel. When 4#ofes was 
on Mount Ebal, he fet before them a Bleſſing and a 
Curſe, Life and Death; fo doe I now: if you will not 
accept of Chrift, you are Curſed. Therefore, when 


you heare this offer, let every man examine ‘himfelfe,, 


Hearers of 


two forts. 


To be worthy 
of Chrifts 
righteouſnes, 
wnat, 


how he ſtands affected unto it: For all hearers are di- 

vided into thefe two forts; fome are worthy,and fome 

unworthy. As when Chrift fent away his Diſciples; 

If any were worthy, their peace was to rest upon them’, if 
they were not worthy, they were to fiske of whe Aut 
of their feet against that Citie. I fay, conftder ff you 
be worthy of this righteouſneſſe: For, if you finde 
your hearts to long after it, if you ftadè you prize it 
much, fothat you-can reckon all as droffe-and dum 
in comparifon of it, and will fell all to buy this Pearle, | 
then are you worthy: but if, when you heare of it, 
you neglect it, and attend unto it coldly, you are un- 
worthy, and againſt fuch we are to fhake off che dun 
of our feet; that is, God hall fhake you off us duſt, 
when you come for Salvation to him, at the Day of 


Judgement. 


It in examination, you finde your ſelves unworthy, 


that this VA'orke hath not beene wrogghr in you, 
(wherein it is your beſt way to- deale pla inèſy with 


your ſelves) then give no reſt to your ſelves, but 
enter into a ſerious conſideration of your finnes, at- 
tend on Gods Ordinances, make uſe of all that hath 
beene delivered concerning humilidtion, and give not 

over, 
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over, untill you have attained this eager deſire after 
Chrift: indeed, this ts wrought by God himſelfe, but 
give not you over. This is it S. Jobs calls drawing; Lohn G. 44. 
None can come to me, except the Father draw him And 
that is done, when God gives another will; when, on 
the propounding of Chrift, he gives agaiaam volunta- 
tem, the nature of a Lamb, changing the heart, and 
working ſuch an inclination to Chriſt, 2s is in the yron 
to follow the Loadſtone; which never reſts untill it be 
atta ined. 

Thus it was with the woman of Canaan, fhe would 
have no denyall; and Cant. 3. with the Spoufe ; that 
would not be at quiet untill ſhe bad found her Beloved, 
feeking-him day and night; finding him not within, fhe 
‘inquires, of the Watchmen, and never gives over till fhe 
‘had found him whom her Joule loved. As God: puts an 1 
inſtinet in the Cteature; ſuch a violent, ſtrong, impe- in the Saints 
tudus difpofition and inftigation is in them that fhall afer Chriſt. 
de ſaved, and belong to Chriſt. God puts into-them 
fuch a difpofition as was in Sam ſon; when he wes athirſt; 

Give me water, or elfe I die: fo are they athirſt after 
Efit tit; Give më Chrift, or elſe I die. Ad this you - .* 
milt have, for'God will put you tók , the willthie|. te 
whether you be worthy cammers or no. Commonlyy .. > | 
atthe br ginning; he is as a man that is in Bed with his 
Children, and loth to rife ; but you muft knock aud 
knock dgaine, and as it was with the un y f£ Judzesim- 

rtynitie muft dor it: though your deſire be ſtrong, ie God rye 
5 før a time, in his ord wart 3 ne, bew. poll cheep 
and turhes 4 deafé eare | to trie if thou haft-an cageg | of our defires 
deſire 3 for if it ceafeth quicklyshe fhould have lf his 

T 
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after Chrift, | 
labour, | 
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labour, in beftowing Chrift on thee. But if nothing| 
will make thee give over, if thou wilt beſeech him, and 
give him no reſt, Ile aſſure thee, God cannot denie 
thee; and the longer he holdeth thee off, the better an- 
What we have {wer thou fhalt have in the end. And when thou haſt 
Ci. Chrif, thou haft that that cannot be expreſſedz tor with 
him thou haft 44 things. When you have him, you may 
goe to him for iuftification, and fay, Lord, give me 
remiſſion of finnes: I have Chriſt, and thou haft pro- 
mifed , that all that are in Chrift, ſnall have pardons 
that they fhall have thy Spirit, and be made new Crea-| - 
tures » now, Lord, fulfill thefe promiſes. I fay, it is a 
condition beyond expreffion ; next to that we fhall 
have in Heaven,and farre above that which any Prince 
` | Or Potentate in the world hath; farre beyond that, 
"> (which any manthat ſwimmes in pleaſures & abundance 
, . [of wealth, bath ; which, if it were knowne,would by all 
the world be fought after, Therefore, when you heare 
. | of fuch a condition offered, take heed of refuſing it:for 
if you doe, your ſinne is hainous,and your condemna- 
tion willbe juſt. | 
The fecond Ufe I will onely name. Confider what 
Airaa it is to refuſe, yea, what it is to deferre your acceptance 
Chit > | Of it; God may take your deferring, for a denyall: 
Tou that thinke, Well, I will take it, but not yet; 
take heed left you never have fuch an opportunitie 
againe : l fay, be exhorted, be moved, be befought 
to take it. This I {peake to you that be humble, to 
fo many among you as have broken hearts. Others 
I May take him if they will, but they will not; th 
` | mind not this Doctrine, they regard not things of 
e 7 this: 
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this nature; they will when they lye a dying, but now 


27 


they have ſomething elfe to doe. But you that mourne | 


in Sion, you that have broken hearts, that know the 
bitterneſſe of finne, to fuch as you is this Word of 
falvation fent, others have nothing to doe with it: 
and lerthem not thinke much to be excluded, for 
Chrift excludes them; Come unto me all ye that are 
heavie laden, and ye (hal find reſt. Not but that others 
fhall have him if they will come, but they will not 
take him on the precedent conditions named before. 
It may be they would have redempt ion, and freedome, 
and ſalvat ion by him, but they will not take him for 
their King. They that be humble, that have their 
hearts wounded with the ſenſe of finne, are willing to 
take him on his owne tearmes; to keepe his Com- 
mandements, and not thinke them grievous; to beare 
his burthen, and thinke it light; to take his yoke, and 
count it eaſie; to give all they have for him, and thinke 
all too little; to fuffer perſecut ion for his fake, and 
rejoyce in it; to be content to be ſcoffed at, and 
hated of men; to doe, to ſuffer any thing for his 
fake : and when all this is done, to regard it as no- 
thing, to reckon themſelves unprofitable ſervants, to 
account of all, as not worthy of him. Therefore, 
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They that be 
willing to take 
Chriſt, how 
they be af- 
fected. 


be not thou ſhie in taking of him, for you have free 


libertie. i 

But before I diſmiſſe you, let me ſpeake a word 
to you that be not yet humble, let me befeech you to 
confider three things, to move you. Firft, the great 
danger that is, in not takigg of him. If you could be 
well without him, you might fit Rill as you are; but 
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i you (hall die, for want of him: if a Wife can live with. 
out a Husband , fhe may ftay unmarried. But when a} 
mans cafe is this; I fee without Chrift I muft periſh, I 
mutt [ofe my life, thar is the penaltie,fach is the danger 

if I refufe him, me thinks this fhould move him. 
The beacke . . Secondly, as the danger of refufing him,fo confider 
in taking him the benefit of taking him: if you will have htm, you 
ſhall with him have a Kingdome, yon fhall change for 
the better § for whatfoever you part withall, you fhal! 
have an hundred fold in this life : if you forgoe any 
| Pleafure,or Luft, you (hall have for it the joy of the 
Holy- Ghof…, farre exceeding them: if you part with 
Riches,you fhall be truely rich in another World, yea, 
you fhall there have a Treafure:if you lofe Friends,y ou 
(hall have God for your Friend, and ſhall be a Favorite 
in the Court of Heaven; in a word, you fhall hayé an 

hundred folc. e 

Thirdly, you ſhall be fure to have him, you fhall not 
be deceived; for God hath put out his Word,he hath 
declared that to be his Will; and it ftands now with 
his Juftice as well as with his Mercie, to give Chrif ; 
his Word is 2 Corner Stone, and you may build on 
it. Nay, by two immutable things he hath confirmed 
it, his Word and his Oath 177 Heaven and Earth 
The certaintie may paffe , but they hal not paſſe you may build on 
aa pie: thee 45 have rs Lean Salvation by him. When 
l Paul had delivered Gods mind, if an Angel from Hea- 


ven fhould tell them the foundation is fandie,nay,if he 
himſelfe ſhould preach another Doctrine, they were 
not to beleeve him. Therefore, if you will take him 
and have him; truſt perfectly in the grace that i vevea- 
bed 


| 
| 3 

The certaintie 
of having him 


Of Faith, 


led by lefu Chriſt doe it not by halves; It may be I 
{hall be faved, it may be not: thou mayft build on it, 
thou may ft venture thy life on it. All thefe things com 
fidered ; the greatneſſe of the danger in rc fuſing, of the 
benefit in accept ing: and if it be thus fure, if we will 
take him,then put it ro ventureswhy doe you ſtand off? 
what can we fay more, ta perfwade you? If you will 
take him and his righteoufneffe, you may have it. God 
hath committed this to us; What we looſe on Earth, fhal 
be loofed in Heaven. He hath given us the Keyes of Hea- 
ven and Hell; and if we open the Gates of Heaven to 
any, they fhall taad open: But now, inthe Preaching 
of the WVord,the Gates of Heaven ſtand open to every 
one of you; therefore come in, while it is called to 
day, before the Sunne fet on you, as you know not 
how ſoone it may. Indeed, if we had not made the 
offer, the danger had beene ours., and we fhould have 


_|perifhed for your fakes: but, feeing we have made| 


mwanifeh the while counſell of God, we are now free from the 
bloud of every one of you; for we have made knownethe 
will of God to the full. You know what is offered to 
you; and if you take him not, your bloud ſhall be 
ſupon your owne heads. Therefore, confider whether 
you will take him,or refufe him : this 1s the queftion, 
Will you take him, or not take him ? Yau that now 
refufe and flight this offer, the day may come when 
you would be glad to have it. You that are now in 
the height and flower of your youth, .and you that 
are more ancient, living in health and wealth, and ha- 
ving your fill of pleafures, it may be, for the prefent, 
you have other things to take up your minds; but the 


time 


E 


Of Faith, 
time will come, when the Bridegroome (hall enter in; 
and the doores fhall be ſnut; when your Houre-glaſſe 
ſhall be out, and your time ſpent, and then this relation 
of 1 ighteouſneſſe, and remiffion of ſinnes now offered, 
would be reckoned glad tidings: but take heed, that it 
be not too lates beware left you crie,and God refuferh 
to heare: Not,but that God will heare every man,if his 
crie comes from unfeigned faith and love; but it may 
be, God wil not give you that unfeigned faith and love, 
when you be come to that extremitie: ſeeing yon 
would not come when he called, it may be he will not 
come when you call; it may be he will not breathe the 
breath of life,nor give fuch a fpirit and-difpofition as 
he will accept of. Chriftdied,to purchaſe to himfelfe 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works, and not onely 
to fave men. He died for this end, that men might doe 
him ſervice: and if you will not come; in, in time of 


_ | ftrength and youth, when you are able to doe him fer- 
vice, I fay,in his ordinarie courſe, he will reje& you in 


yourextremitie,you may not then expect mereie at his 


hands. Therefore doe not fay, Iwill follow my cove- 


touſneſſe and idleneſſe, my pleaſures and buſineſſe, my 


luſts and humours, and hereafter come in; for you are 
not to chuſe your owne time. If he call you, and you 
| refufe to come, take heed left in his wrath he ſwear, that 
you fhall not enter into bis Ref, 
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For by it the Righteouſueſſe of God it revealed from Faith to 
Faith: at it is written, The juft fhal live by Fash. 


wae @ag He next Point that theſe words afford 


Now, for the opening of this Point to you, you | Two Coves 
muft underftand „that there are two wayes, or Cove- | d 
nants,whereby God offereth falvation to men: One, is 
the Covenant of Workes,and that was that righteouſ- 
neſſe by which Adam had been faved,if he had ftood in 
his innocencie; for it was that way that God appoint- 
ed for him, Dee this, and live but Adam performed 

| not! 
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not the condition of that Covenant, and there fore now 

there is another Covenant, that is, the Covenant of 
Grace; a Boord given us againſt Shipwrack. Now) ` 
this Covenant of Grace is double: 5 
E Either abfolute and peculiar, 


y Or conditionall. | — pa 
ae Abfolute and peculiar onely to the Ele&. So it is 
Abſolute. pec! T A 
Jer. zi. expreſſed, ler. 31. Iwill put my Law into your inward parts, 


: and write it in jour hearts, and [will be your God, and you 
Exek. 36. | (hall be my people. So likewiſe in Ezech, 36. I wil give 
you a new heart, and put à new ſpirit within you, and 1 willi 
take your flonie hearts out of your bodies. Here the Cove- 
nant is expreſſed abfolutely, and this is proper onely | 
to the Elect. ae 

But now, beſide this, there is a conditional! Cove- 
amt of Grace, which is common to all; and that is 

expreſſed in thefe tearmes: Chrift hath provided 4 
Righteou f{neffle,and Salvation; that is his W'orke that 
he hath done alreadic. Now if you will beleeve, and 
take him upon thofe tearmes that he is offered, you 

(hall be faved. This, I fay, belongs to all men. This 
| you have thus expreſſed in the Goſpel in many places: 

Marke 14. If you belteue, you foal be faved e as it is Marke 16. 

| Goe and preach the Goſpel to every creature under Heaven » 
he that wil beleeve, fhal be faved ; he that will not be- 
leeve, ſball be damned, It is the famg with that, Rom. 4. 
Rom. 4. 5. 5. Tohim which worketh not, but beleeveth in him which 
js Eifieth the ungodly , his faith is accounted righteosf- 
neffe. (Marke it) To him that beleeveth on him that 
justifiech the ungodly, that is; there is a certaine ju- 
ftice of righteouſneſſe that Chrift hath prepared or 
| pufehaſed 


2 
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purchafed for men, though they be ungodly, he re- 
quires nothing of them before- hand, though they 
be wicked and ungodly , yet this righteoufneffe is 
{prepared for them: that which is required of them, 
is ọnely that they take it. Now he that will beleeve 
God, that be hath prepared this for him, and will re- 
ceive it, it is enough to make bim a righteous man in 
Gods acceptation : fo that this is the onely way now 


by which men fhall be faved. The work is alreadie | 


done on Chrifts part, there is righteouſneſſe that 
God hath prepared, which is therefore called the 
righteouſneſſe of God; and there is nothing prece- 
dently required or looked for on our part, but taking 
and applying of it. 

But, you will fay, Is there nothing elfe required 
of us? Muſt God doe all? and muſt wee do nothin 
— onely take that righteonſneiſe that is prepare 
ox us? | | 
« Lanfwer, it is true indeed, we muft lead an holy life, 
a religious, ſober, and righteous life : for, for this end 
bath the grace of God appeared, faiththe Apoſtle: yet 
thou muft know withall, that wee cannot work in our 
{elves this holineſſe, this religious and ſober conver- 
fation, that muft be Gods worke altogether: we are 
onely to take this righteoufheffe, and the other is but 
|a conſequent that followeth upon it. To illuſtrate 
this unto you by a fimilitude: A Wheele or Bowle 
.| runneth, not that it may be made round, that is the 
buſineſſe of the workeman, who makes it round, 
that it may run. So it is in this caſe: God doth not 
look that we ſhould bring — and picty with us, 

— for 
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for we have it not to bring: wearear the fir ſt onely | 
to beleeve and accept this righteoufneffe that is offe- 
red us: when that is done, it is Gods part to frame us, 
and to fit and taſhion us for an holy life. Such a kind 
of ſpeech you have it exprefled, in Eph. 2. 10. e are 
Gods nortmanſbiy, fafbioned in chriſt deſus to malle in 
good nor kes, which he hath ordained, & . Marke it: ir 
is not an act ion of our own; but God is the work mai, 
we are the materials, as tlie clay and the wood, that 
he takes into his hands: when we have but taken this 
righteouſneſſe that is offered, it is Gods worketocatt | 
us into a new mould, to give us a nem heart, and: tb 
frame a new fpirit within us, that fo we may walke in 
good workes before him; this is the great my ſtery of 
godlineſſe: for we have much adoe to perſvade men | 
to beleeve, that the righteouffefle prepared by Chrift F 
fhould be offered to chem , and nothing be required 
but receiving of it: this will not fink into the hearts 
Jof men by nature, they think they muft doe fome- | 
thing precedently , or elfe this -righteoufacfle is not 
. „| cffered them.: Bur, my Beloved’; we muſt learne to | 
_. |beleeve this, and snow that it isthe worke of God, 
to. fanGifie us after he hath juftifiedus. l-confeffe it 
is not fo in other things, there is ftilkfome action of 
our one required to gaine this or that habit or abili- 
Io. ty: as you fee in naturall things, there are fome kind 
Habits of two Ot habits that we get by fome precedent actions of 
forts. our owne, as the learning of Artsaud Sciences, to 
learne to write well, &c. here there is ſome action of 
our own required tofit᷑ us for it, and · then we get the 
abilitie to doe it. 3 SEE l 


But 
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But befides thefe, there are other habits that are 
planted by nature in us, as an abilite to heare , to fee, 
ſto taſte, &c. Now for theſe we need not any action 
of our owne for the attaining of them, becaufe they 
are planted in us by nature. So it is in theſe things that 
belong to ſalvation. It is true indeed, we may get ha | 
bits of morall Vertues by labour and paines of our 
owne, there are actions of our own required to them; 
and in that the Philofopher faid right, that mee learne 
to be. temperats, and ſober, and chaſte, Ge. But now 
fot the Graces of the Spirit, there it is not ſo; thoſe 
habits that natute hath planted in us, we exerciſe them 
naturally, without doing any action of our ewneto | 
atta ine them; as we doe not by ſeeing oft learn to ſee, 
but it is a: faculty naturally planted in us: {o it is in 
all tbe workes that. we muſt doe, which are the way to 
ſalvation, God workes them in us, he infuſeth thoſe 
habits into us. Therefore this concluſion is good, that 
it is faith alone by which this righteouſneſſe is made 
ours to ſalvationn „ 
This is evident by the Apoſtle, Gal. 2. ut. Saith he, 
it is not by the Law, If righreouſne f̃e had been by the works. 
of the Law, then Chrif bad died withom a cauſe. As if 
he ſnould have faid, ſalvat ion muſt needs be by one of 
thefe two. ~ =) E 
Either by fomething that we doe our felves, fome 
actions that we our ſelves have wrought,or elfe it muſt 
be meerely by faith. Now if it had beene attainable 
by any worke of our one, Chrift dyed without a 
caufe : as if he fhould fay, Chrift could have given you 
ability to doe thofe workes without his dying; but 
| fi 
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tis faction to God: ſo that you have nothing to do for 


Onely. 
Reaſ. 2. Secondly , as it is by faith, that it might come by 
n Thar it might grace, fo alfo that it might be fuye, that the promife 


mae might 
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might be ſure; if it hid beene any other way, it had 
never beene fure, Put the cafe that God had put us vp 

on the condition ofobedience, and had given us grace 
and abilitie, as he did to Adam, yet the Law is ſtrict, 
and the leaſt failing would have bred fears and doubts , 
and would have cauſed death. But now; when the 
righteouſneſſe that ſaveth us is wrought already by 
God, and offered to us by him, and offered freely, 


and that the ground of this offer is the ſure word ot 


God, and it is not a conjecturall thing, now we may 


build infallibly upon it: for unleſſe faith have foot ing 


on the Word, we cannot fay it is ſure; all things elfe 
are mutable, and ſubjeò to change: therefore when 
God hath once ſaid it, we may firmly reft in it, and it 
is ſure. ae this is the fecond reafon why it is onely 
b fait e ö 

"thirdly „it is by faith, that it might be to all the feed, 
not onely to thoſe that are of the Law, but alſo them 


| which were ſtrangers to the Law. If it had beene by |f 


the Law, then falvation had beene fhut up within the 
compaſſe of the Jewes: for the Gentiles were ftran- 


gers to the Law of God, they were uncleane men, 


thut out from the Common-wealth of Ifrael: but 
when it is now freely propounded in the Gofpel, and 
notbing is required but onely faith to lay hold upon 
it, when there is no more looked for but believing 
and receiving , hence it comes & be to all the feed : 
for Abraham llimſelfe, before he was circumcifed, he 
was as a common man, the vaile was not then fet up; 
yet even this his faith was imputed to him for righte- 
onfne(fe. | 
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Reaf. 3. 
That it night 
be to alf the 
ced. 
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Keaſ. 4. The laft reaſon why it is of faith, is, that no man | 

s n might boaft, that no fielh might rejoyce in it felfe: tor 

| aree S if it had beene by any other meanes, by any thing 
done in our felves, we had had caufe to reyoyce in our 

felves: but for this caufe, faith the Apoftle, 1 Cor. l. 

1 Cor. 1.30. 30. Chrif is made tous wifedome , righteouſneße, fani: 
fication, and redemption, that hei that rejoyceth might 
rejoyce in the Lord. As if he had faid, If God had gi- 
ven us a wiſedome of our owne; we had had cauſe to 

I | bave rejoyced in our ſelves; but we are darkneffe,Eph,|_ 

Ephel.4. 4. there is nothing but fooliſhneſſe and weakeneſſe 

in us, to the. end shat no fiefb might rejoyce in his pre- 

_ (nce, > MES S 

j Againe, if we had had grace put into our ſelves, 

(though it had been but little) for which God might 

have accepted us, the fleſn would have boaſted; there-| | 
fore his righteoufnefleismade ours. - . | 

o But when this is done, yet if after joftification it had |. 

* beene in our power and abilitie to have performed the 

workes of ſanctificat ion by any power or ſtrength of 

our owne, we ſhould yet have beene ready to boaſt 
thereof, Chrif is made ſan &ißcation too; fo that wee 
are not able to think a good thought, we are not able to 
doe the leaft good thing without him: It is Z (faith the 

Lord) that doth fantlifie yiu: it is I that doe act every 
Grace: it is I that doe put your hearts into a good 

frame: Chrif is mie ſandtißcation to us: fo that take 

a holy man after he is juftified, it is Chriſt that fancti- 

fieth him, and that carries him thorow his life in an 

holy and righteous converſation: and all this is done 
that ne flefh fhould rejoyce in it felfe, ae 


And | 
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And yet one thing more is added by the Apoſtle; 
for if a mancould rid himfelfe out of mifery,if.a man 
could helpe himfelfe when he is under any croffe or 
trouble, he would then be readie to boak in himfelfe : 
therefore, faith he, Chrif is made to us redemption alfo : 
ſo that take any evill, though it be but a ſmall evill, a 
{mall difeafe, a little trouble, no man is able to helpe 
himſelfe in this caſe it is Chrift that redeemes us from | Chrift deli- 
the leaſt evill, as well as from hell it felfe. For you vers from che 
muft know, that all the miferies that befall us in the vella nun 
World, they are but fo many degrees, fo many def: hell. 
cents and ſteps towards hell 5 now all the redemption | 
that we have it is from Chrif : fo that let us look into | 
our lives , and fee what evils we have efcaped , and fee 
what trotibles we have gone thorow, and fee what affi- | 
&ions we have beene delivered from, it is all through 
Chriſt, who is made redemption for us. : 
It is true indeed, there are fome generall workes of 
| Gods providence that all men tafte of; but there is | pre som f 
no evill that the Saints-are freed, from, but is is pur- evill to the 
chafed by the blood of Chriſt: and all this God hath Saints. 
done, skas no fieſb sight rejoyce init felfe: aud for this ce i 
cauſe falvation is propounded to be received onely by 3 
faith, there is no more required at our hands but the 
taking of Chrift by faich;and when we have taken him, 
then. he is allthis tous. E _ * 
So rhat now you fee the point cleered, and the rea- 
fons why it is by faith only, that the righteouſneſſe of 
Chrift is made ours to ſalvation. 
Now in the next place, if to this that we have faid 
we adde but one thing more, to cleere the paint, we 
D 2 4 thal! 
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(hall then have done enough to ſatis ſie you in this. 
point; and that is this, to ſne you what this faith is: 
for when we ſpeake fo much of faith t as we doe) e- 
very man will be inquiſitive to know what this faith 
is: therefore we will endeavour to doe that at this 
time. 

Firſt, Faith, if we ſhould take it in the general, it is. 
nothing elfe bur this: 

An at of the under ſtarding, aſſenting to femething. 

But now this affent is of three forts: | 

Firft, there is fuch an aſſent to a truth, as that a man 
is in a great feare leſt the contrary fhould be true; and 
_ | this we call opinion, when we {fo affent to any propofiti- 
on, as that that which is contrary may be true for 
ought we know. T | 

There is a fecond kind of affent, which is ſure, but ĩt 
is grounded upon reafons and arguments, and that we 
call ſcience or knowledge: that is, when we are ſure of 
the thing we affent to, we make no doubt of it, but re 
are led unto it by the force of reaſon. 

Againe, there is a third kind of affent, which is a 
fure affent too; but we are led to it by the authoritie 
Jof him that affirmeth it, and this is that which is pro- 
perly called Faith. So that a generall definition of 
faith is this: 
It is nothing elfe but a firme afent giver to she things 
contained in the holy Seriptures, for she autheyitie of God 
\that pake them, | 
This is properly Faith, or believing, if we take. the. 
word inthe generall. 

But if we {peak of juftifying Faith, we fhall find iw | 
that | 


Faith, what 
in general, 


Aſſent of 
three forts, 


I 
© pinion, 


juſtifyin 
* 
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that is not commonly expreſſed in the word beleeving 
Only, but beleeving in Chrif, which is another thing; 
and therefore you fhall finde that it differeth in two 
things from this common and generall faith. | 

Firft, in regard of the object, and indeed that is the | prow ic differs 
Maine difference : for whereas the other faith lookes from general 


habit, but in the object, 
There is a ſecond difference, which is a maine diffe- Tra 

rence toos the other faith doth no more but beleeve their.” | 

the truth that is revealed, it beleeveth that all is true | 

that is contained in the Scriptures;and the Divels may 

havethis faith, and wicked men miy have it: but jufbi- 

fying faith goeth further, it takes Chrift, and receives 

him, fo that there is an act of the Will added to thie 

faith, as it is expreſſed, Heb. 11. 13. They faw the pro- 

mifes afarre eff, and embraced them thankfully. Others 

(it may be) fee the promifes, and beleeve them, but | 

they take them not, they doe not embrace them. 

| 80 
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So that if I fhould define juftifying faith unto you, it 
may be thus defcribed : 
Definition cf It is a grace or habit infufed into the foule by the Holy 
lan Cho, whereby we are enabled to beleeve, not onely shat the 
| Meffias is offered to us, but alfo to take and receive him as a 

Lord and Saviour. . 
| That is, both to be faved by him, and to obey him: 
| (Marke it) I put them together, to take him as a Lord, 
and as a Saviour: for you ſhall find, that in the ordina- 
ty phrafe of Scripture thefetwo are put together, 7e- 
ſus Chrifi our Lord and Saviour. Therefore we muſt 
| take heed of dif-joyning thoſe that God bath joyned 
together, we muſt take Chrift as well for a Lord as a 
Saviour. Let a man doe this, and he may be aſſured that 
his faith is a juſtify ing faith. Thereſore marke it dili- 
en gently; if thou wilt take Chrift as a Saviour only, that 
de taken as a| Will not ferve thy turne: Chrift giveth not himſelſe to 
Lord, as well any upon that condition, onely to fave him; but we 
as a saviour. | muſt take him as a Lord too, to be ſubject to him, to 
obey him, and to ſquare our actions according 
to his will in every thing. For he is not onely a Savi- 
our, but alſo a Lord; and he will be a Saviour to none 
but thoſe to whom he is a Mafer. His fervants you 
are to whom jon obey, faith the Apoſtle; if you will 
obey him, and be fubject uato him in all things; if you 
make him your Lord, that he may have rhe command 
over you, and that you will be ſubject to him in eve- 
ry thing if you take him upon thefe conditions, you 
fhall have him asa Saviour alſo: foras he Na Prieft, 
fo you muft know that he is a King, that fits spon phe 
| Throne of David, and rules thofe that are tobe faved 
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by him. Therefore, I fay, you muft not onely take 
him as a Prieſt, to intercede for you, to petition for 
you, but to be your King alſo; you muſt ſuffer him 
to rule you in all things, you muft be content to obey 
all his Commandements. It is not enough to take 
Chrift as a head, onely to receive influence and com- 
fort from him, but you muſt take him alfo as a head 
to be ruled by him, as the members are ruled by the 
head; you muſt not take one benefit alone with the 
members, to receive influence from the head, but you 
muft be content alſo to be guided by him in all things, 
elſe you take him in vaine. E 

Againe, this muft be marked that I fay , you muft | We muft nor 
take or receive him: you muft not onely beleeve that “tom i la 
he is the Meffias, and that he is offered, but there isa 
taking and receiving that is neceſſary to make you par- 
takers: of that that is offered. Thoſe words, Iehn 3. | John z. 
make it plaine; God fo loved the World, that he gave 
his onely begotten Sonne, Gc. Giving is but a Relative, 

it implies that there is a receiving or taking required: 
for when Chrift is given, unleffe he be taken by us, he a 
doth us no good, he is not made ours. Ifa man be wil- Thou h there 
ling to give another any thing, unleffe he take it, it is Sg ocr" NEIE 
not his. Ít is true indeed, there is a ſufficienc ie in Chrift | fave all, se | 
to fave all men, and he is that great Phyfician that none bene fit 
leales the foules of men; there is righteoufneffe e. g7 its but red 
nough in him to juſtiſie all the world; but, my Belo- : ceive him 
ved; unleſſe we take him, and apply him to our ſelves, * 
we can have no part in that righteoufnefle = this is 
plainly-exprefled ia Mat. 2 2. where it is faid the King] Mat 22 

fent forth his ſervants to bid men to the Marriage of | 5 
i his 
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his Son. And fo in Ephef. 5. the fame ſimilitude an 
compariſon is ufed by the Apoſtle, where he ſetteth 
forth che union that is between Chrift and the Church, 
by that union there is betweene the Husband and the 
| Wife. Put the ca ſe, thit an Husbard ſhould offer him» 
felfe to a woman to marry her, and fhe ſhould believe 
it; yet unleſſe there be a taking of him on her part, the 
match is not made; and fo it is here: and in this thing 
— the eſſence of faith conſiſts, vhen Chrift offereth hime! - 
effence of | felfe un: o you, you muſt believe that there is fuch a 
faith confi- | thing, and that God intendeth it really, but it is the ta. 
* kirg that conſummates the marriage; and when the 
Wife hath taken the Husband, then all that is his is 
hers, fhe hath an intereſt in all his goods: ſo alſo it is 
here; there muſt be a believing that Chriſt is offered 
that he is the 44e(ftas, and that there is a righteoufnefft 
in him to fave us; but that is not enough, we muft alfo) 
take him, and when that is done, we are juſtiſied, then 
_ | We are at peace with God. | | 
Foure things | But that you may more ‘fully underftand what this 
— faith is, Iwill adde thefe foure things more. 
Firft, I will thew you the object of this faith. 
Secondly, the ſubject, or place where it is. 
Thirdly, the manner how it juftifieth us, 
Fourthly, the actions of it. i 
| I fay, that you may more fully underſtand what this 
` | The ebje& ef faith is, conſider firft the object of it, and that is Chrift 
at, Cant. (as I told you before: ) and herein this is to be mar- 
ked, that a man muſt firft take Chrift himſelf, and after, 
the ꝓriviledges that come by him. And this point I|- 
could wiſn were more preſt by our Divines, and that 
ou 
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our hearers would more intend it. I fay, firſt remem- 
ber thet you muft firlt take Chrift himfelfe, and then 
other things that we have by him, as the Apoſtle 
faith, Rom, 8. f God have given us him, that is, Chrif, 
he will with him give wy al things elfe: but firk have 
Chrift himfelfe, and then afi things with him. And fo 
2. Cov, 1. All the promifes IN HI A are rea and A- 
men: That is, firſt we muft have Chrif, and then looke 
to the promifes: this muſt be ſtill remembred, that 
we muſt firſt take his perſon, we muſt have our eyes 
fixed upon that. And fo that place before named, 
oha 3. God fo loved she world, that he gave his only begotten 
Sonne : he gives his Sonne as a father gives his fonne |. 
in marriages the father gives the ſonne, and the ſonne 
himfelfe muſt be taken. So that we muſt firſt rake; 
Chrift , we muſt fixe our eyes upon him: for faith 
doth not leape over Chrift, and pitch upon the pro- 
miſes of Juſtiſication and Adoption, but it firſt 
takes Chriſt. The diſtinct and cleere underftanding 
of this, will helpe us much in apprehending and un- 
derſtanding aright what juftifying faith is: wee muft 
remember to take Chrift himfelfe ; for it is an adul- | 
terous affection for a Wife not to thinke of the per- | True love 
fon of her Husband, but to think only what com- ry obi 
modity ſhe (hall have by him, what honours, what | fon, P 
riches , what conveniences , as if that made the 
match, to be content onely to take thofe: will this, 
think you, make a match amengſt men? Surely no, 
there muſt be a fixing of the eyes upon the perſon, 
that muſt doe it. Doe you love him? are you con- 
tent to forſake all, that you may enjoy him? It is 
true 
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| true indeed, you (hall have all this into the bargaine , 
but firt you mug have the perfon of your Husband: 


take him for your Husband, conſider his beauty and 
his excellencies, (which indeed are motives to us:) as 
a Woman that takes a Husband, is encouraged by the 

benefits that fhe fhall have by him: but · ſtill remem- 


We may looke 
to the benefits 


therefore remember to fixe your eyes upon Chrift, 


we have by : ber, that he himſelfe muſt be taken. As it is in other 


Chrift, but 
net princi pal- 
ly. 


Baprizing, 
what meant 
by it in Mar. 
16. 


| 


things: if you would have light, you muft firſt have 


the Sun; if you would have ftrength, you muk firſt 


take meat and drink, before you,can have that benefit 
by it; fo you muſt firft have Chriſt himſelfe, before 


you can partake of thoſe benefits by him: and that [| - 
| take to be the meaning of that in Mar. 16. Goe preach 
the Gofpel to every creature under heaven; He that beleeves| 
and is baptized, fhal be ſaved that is, he that will be- 


! 
| 
| 
) 


leeve that Jefus Chrift is come in the fleſh, and that 
he is offered to mankind for a Savieur, and will be 
baptized; that will give up himfelfe to him, that will 
take his marke upon him ; for in that place by bapti- 
zing,is meant nothing elfe but the giving up of a mans 
felfe to Chrift, and makinga publike teſtimony of it, 
although there be ſomething more meant generally by 
baptizing: but here is meant a teftification to all the 
world that we have taken Chrift. Now every one that 
will beleeve, and be baptized, that is, every one that 
will doe this, fhall be faved: fothat-a man muſt firſt 
take Chrift himfelfe, and then he may do as the Wife 
after fhe hath her Husband, fhe may think of all the 
benefits fhe hath hy him, and may take them, and ufe 
them as her owne, This is the firft thing. 

The 
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The fecond thing that | promifed, was to ſhew you he fab; 

he ſubject of faith, and that is the whole heart of man; gf faith tech 
that is to fay, (to name it diſtinctly) boththe mind | the mind and 
and the will. Now to thew you that both theſe are the ill 
ſubject of faith, you muft know that thefetwvo things 
are requited: i 

Firft, on the part of the underſtanding it is required | What requi- 
that it believe, that is, that it conceive and apprehend red in th: un, 
what God hath revealed in che Scriptures : and here an ee 
act of God muſt come in, putting a light into the un- fach. 
detſtanding. For, my Beloved, ‘aithis but an addition v 
of a new light to reaſon; thit whereas reafon is pur- | 3 of = 
blind, faith comes and gives a new light, and makes us | new light to 
fee the things revealed by God, which re iſon cannot |" 
doe; by faith we apprehend thefe great and glorious | - 
Mydteries, which otherwife we could not apprehend : 
aswe fee it expreſſed in 2 Cor. 4. The god of this norid 
bath blinded their eyes, that the light ſhould vor fhine into 
their hearts, by which they fbould beleeve this ¢lorious Gof- 
pel, So then there muftbe a light pur intothe mind, 
that a man may be able by that to elevate and raiſe his 
reafon to beleeve ibis; that is, to conceive and to ap- 
prehend the things that are offered and tendered in 
the Goſpell. : : f l 

But this is not all, there is an act alfo of the will re- What requi- | 
qaited, which is to take and receive Chriſt: for this a vil 
raking is an act of the will, therefore there muſt bea faith, z 
oa fent as well as an aſſent. Now it is the act of the uñ- 
lerſtand ing, to affent to the truth which is contained in 
he promiſes wherein Chriſt is offered: but that is not 
ill, there is alfo an act of the will requiſite to conſent 
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unto them, that is, to embrace them; to take them, and 


| 


gift of righteoufneffe : righteoufnefle is given and 
offered by God, and thoſe that receive that gift of righ- 
teouſneſſe fhall reigne in life: fo that taking and recei- 
ving being an act of the will, it muft needs be that the 
will muft come into this worke as well as the under- 
ſtanding. Like unto this is that 1 Feku 12. 70.45 may 
as received him, &c. That is, to as many as believed ighis | 
Name: for fo the words afterward expreſſe. That is, 
when we are willing to take Chrift, which is nothi 
elfe but che confent of the will, when the will is re- 
ſolved to take him, being fo apprehended as he hath 
been defcribed, as a Lord, and as a Saviour, this is 
faith; this, I fay,is an act of the will, becauſe it isan 
act of receiving. It is evident, John 5. 44. Hen, ca 
belee ve which receive honour ane of another? Gc. If be. 
leeving in Chriſt were onely an act of the mind, as the 
Papiſts affirme, and ſome other beſides; if beleevi 
were nothing elſe, but an aſſent ing to the truth ot 
God, which is an ad of the underſtanding, how could 
the prayfe of men be oppofite to beleeving > But 
che meaning is, How can you beleeve, and take me 


for 
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tos your Husband , and yer {cek praife of men too? 
for that will come in competition with me, and then 
you will forfake me. I fay, this makes it evident, that 
juſti fying faith is not om an a& of the mind, buran 
act of the will alfo ; becaufe otherwife tho feexing 
praife wich men could be no impediment to the ac 
of beleeving. 
Now this alfo , as well as the former, muk be 
wrought by Ged, and God puts a new light into the 
| underhanding : as he raifech that upto fee and beleeve 
Tthefe truths, fo there is another Act which Ged alto 
arlaes umthe will, and unleſſe he work it, it is not 
done: for came to awy man that is in the ſtate of na- 
me, and aak him, Will you be content to take Chrif? 
that is to fay, to receive him in that manner as he 
been deſcribed; his anſwer would be; Ne. Be- 
loved, the lives of men expreſſe it, though tbey ſpeak 
kast ia fo many words: Therefore till God come | 
and draw a man, and change his will, the work is not 
done. If you take a bough, and offer it to a Swine or 
2 Wolfe, they will refufe it, and trample it under their | 
feet; but offer it to a Sheep, and the Sheep receives 
lit, and followes it: fo when Chrif is offered to casa be wil. 
men upon these conditions that we have named, ling tocake 
mes sefufe him, they reje@ him and ſleight him; 
| (but when God takes away thefe wolvith and fwinifh 
hearts of ours,and turns our wils another way (which 
is the drawing the Scripture ſpeakes of) then we are 
will ing to take Chrif. Ef you take other metall than 
3 Load-fione will not ftirre it; but turne the 
werall into Iron, and it ä the Load · ſtone. 


So 
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This act of 
the will 
wrought by 
God. 
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So let the hearts of men continue in that condition 
wherein they are by nature, and they will never take | 
Chrift, they will never accept him; but when God 
puts into them fuch a ſtrong and impetuous inftigati- 
on and diſpoſition, as that of the Spouſe in the Casti- 
eles, that had no reſt till ſne found her Beloved, then 
they will take Chrift upon his own conditions. So 
then, we ſee that faith is an action both of the mind 
and the will, wrought by God, enlightning the mind; |. 
and changing the will ; which is that which our Savi- 
our Chrift cals drawing, Nene comes to me unle ge the 
Father draw him: that is, except his will be fer on work, 
unleſſe God change him, and put fuch a diſpoſition 
and inftigation into him, that he can find no reft till | 


— he come to Chrift. P r i i 
_ | How fait Thirdly, the next thing we are to {peak of is, How 
une. % yaith jo ff ißetb. | iiie 
Now for this, now that this faith is.confidered two 
wayes : 1 
r As it workes, 
Awana | Either or, 
on of tai As it receive. 


Either as a qual itie, or as an inſtrument. 

As a qualit ie ic workes, and in this ſenſe it hath no- 

_ {thing to doe with juſtification. 5 
5 1 It ju ſtifieth us as it is an inſtrument, and that not by 
nature of fin, alter ing the nature of fin, that is, by making fin to be 
Note. no ſin, but by taking avay the efficacie of fin, As for 
example; when a man hath committed ſins, Faith 

doth not make his fins to be noſins, indeed it ſcattereth 


them 


* 


0 Faith. 
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them as a Cloud, You may conſider it after this man. 


ner: Firſt, it cannot be that that ſin that is committed 


ſhould be made to be no ſin; for what is once done 
cannot be undone : God himfelt cannot do that, be- 
cauſe it is a thingthat cannot be: for when the ſins are 


committed, they doe remaine ſo: and therefore, It 


ſay, it cannot be that that which is fin ſnould be made 
to be no ſinne. We cannot make adultery to be no 
adultery, for the nature and eſſence of the thing 

muſt remaine. Well, now what doth faith ? 
doth this, though the ſinne be the ſame that it was, 
yet it takes away the ſting and the guilt of fin, by 
which it puts us into the ftate of condemnation, and 
by which it bindes us over to punifhment. As the 
Lions to which Daniel vras caſt, they were the fame 
as they were before, they had the fame propenfe- 
neſſe aad difpofition to devoure as they had be- 
fore, they bad the ordinary nature of Lions; but 
at chat time God tooke away from them that fierce- 
neſſe that was in them, fo that they did not de- 
voure him, though they were there ſtill: fo it is 
with finne , the nature of fin is to condemne us; but 
now when God {hall take away this efficacie from 
; » itdoth not condemne: and this is that that faith 

orh. 

Even as the Viper that was upon Pauls hand, 
though the nature of it was to kill preſently, yet when 
Cod had charmed it, you fee it hurt him not: fo it is 
with fin, though it be in us, and though it hang upon 
us, yet the venome of it is taken away, it hurts us not, 
it condemnes us not: thus faith, by taking away the 
E 2 efſicac ie 
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efficac ie and power of fin, it juſtiſies, as an inftruntent, 
as a hand that takes the Pardon. 

The King when he pardoneth a Traitour, he doth 
not make his treafon to be no treaſon, for the act of 
the treaſon remaines ſtill; but the takingof the Par- 
don makes the Traitor not to be under condenmari- 
on: So, my Beloved, faith is that act that takes the Par. 
don from Ged, fo that though the fin remain the fame, 
and of its own nature is of power to bind us over to 

death, yet by this faith taking the Pardon from Ged, 
it comes to paſſè that it hurts us not, we are not con- 
denned for it. 

You know debts in a mans book, the writing re- 
mains ſtill, the lines are not blotted ont;yet when they 
are once croſſed, the Creditour cannot come and ake 
his debt any more, becaufe it is croſſed: So itis in 
this, our ſins are the fame after we are juſtiſied as 
they were before; but faith is that that croffeth the 
booke : faith, Ifay , by apprehending the Pardon, 
and taking the acquittance at ‘Gods’ Hands that ‘he 
offers. | | 

It aman have an acquittance, although the debt re- 
maine the fame in the Book, yet there can no more 
be required at the hands of him that hath taken the 
ac quittance. 

Thus, I fay, faith ju tiffesus as an in ſtru ment, by ac- 
cepting, rece lving, and raking the acquittance that Ged: 
hath given to us through Chrif: 

Let me adde one word more of the next thing; 
which is, What are the acts of faith? 


4 
dib be, | They are thefeehree: 


Fir ft, | 
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850 o eile, or to knee. 


Seropdly, To ipacifie the heart. : - 
Thirdly, bie gene nee! | 


Telit f(t thi 5 that Baith doth,is 30 em 1 RE. 
is, 


re) by Faith we are pitched upon | us. 
Chrift: we feid. be him firk, and then we take the privi» 
ledges. ‘hep atl folii apon it, forgiventfie,and. adop- ieee 
tion 1 att Uf. Faith, ru econc ile uss 
Chriſſ pi gelle: and a this, we have boldneffe to 
goe. ee 70 Cd ddr bag eneſſe ; to gosto Chriſt, to 
Kilin beires af rriar a mannos Faith 
itz All things are yours whether Paul or Apollo, G 
? mere yOuan hrifts. (Matke it) ‘You 
muft sia Hes Chrifis,; that is, even as the Wife is the 
: — > ‘axon amibe knit and united to Chrif, 
and chen all. chiegs.ane-youss : ſoſthat Faith firk makes 
u Gi rifts,ittocbnciks usto him, and makes us ote 
ith, him, aad 4 
then all things aregiverishto.udahd made ours. aoe 
Abe ſecoud att of: Baith, is eqdpiict and pacific the 
heart ida conafore nsiatha fine! rhet ol ines arid he 
ttanſgteſſions are forgived:: mieis · i different from 
formes, There are to act: of Raich ¢ „K 


Dire and 
reflect act of 
| Faith, 
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Ve commonly thinke that we are not Anf by 
Chriſt, unleſſe we have aſſurance of it; and when ve 
looke for that, and find is not preftritly, all our hopes 
are gone: but it ſhould not be fo. It is one act. of Faith 
to take Chriſt, and another ac of Faith to comfort and 
pacific the heart; and that theſe are two diting things, 
confider but this in a word. 

Difference | . The firk act, is conſtanr: When a mah athe ‘once 

between them! taken and accepted of Chrift; he is alwayes his; ‘after 

dung. we Once have Chriſt, there is no divorce, But the 

Jother act of aſſurance, whereby we know that we he 

=a mir „that is 2 thing. thar mon 2 8 ande 

* : 412 ive ss 

"Ae the fut a& adits afio 5 för bel 

a Man is once in Chriſt, he is alnayes € ist ben he 
is once married to him. Marriage; you tall 70 lr 
of no degrees 3 fo: juftification is ell to 
map; it n of no. degto, it 12 alwayds- the: ee 
weare not new leſſt juſtiſied, and then more, but we |. 
are alwayes alike: juftified , being once juftified : but 

SE 12 other act of 3 Lam aſſured that 4 Have 

e | takem Ghri thatadmita ofadugeees, alfflan muy have 

ometimes mort cn, ſomctimes lefe; and there: 
fore righteouſneſſe is iid. here tobe. revealed from 
He ro 3 4 
ei ily, g ai af. Faith ; anid We take 
=| Chri, aug thofe-privi by him, 2 Wei 
akes the Lpband , sifounddd upon the ‘fare 
ord of Gad 3: God bitteténdred dt to us ùpön his 
Word and Ptomiſę, and: lit mnftperforme it, it cánnöt 
be altered nor changpa 1] stheebat brrilds upon ity builds. 


| upon 


_ 4A 
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upon the Corner Store, that will not faile him. But 
now the fecond act, whereby I come to know that | 
have done this, that is grounded upon experience. In- 
deed we are helped by the Holy-Ghoft to know it, but 
it is chiefely grounded pon our owne experience; 
for it is no more. but the act of a mans owne heart, 
refſecting upon what he hath done, when he confiders, 
Have I taken Chriſt, or no? Asa Lord, and as a Sa- 
viour; as a Prieſt, to fave me; as a King, to live by 
his Lawes? This is 2 looking upon an act of mine 
owne ; therefore the underftanding and knowing of it 
muft come from.experience. | 
The laft act of Faith, is to purifie, and to ſanctiſie. M.) 

I cannot ſtand upon it at this time, nor make tl fe, and hesle. ih 
apply this, as I defired : therefore I will break off here. 
So much for this tim. | 
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Fer by it thé Rig brcon effe of God is 5 ia 2 Pith n to 
1 5 Rise as 45 is . The s juff [alt live es ee) 


ers He laft Point that we détibdred tit t of 
| KS | ca theſe words was this; That, E 
Fei iib is that whereby we are made parta- 

| ES} EO kers of the righteonſneſße of Chris. 
Wee come now tothe Ufesof it. 

And firſt of all, if it be by Faith onely, by which 
‘we are made partakers of that righteouſneſſe that fa- 
veth us, the firſt confedtatié'thatiwe will draw from 
hence, is this; That we fhould learne to come to 
shrift with an ety hand j and not to be difcou- 


: ag 2 Or 3 


| Uai. 
Not to be dif- 
couraged to 
come to G 


: ssnorfor | 
the greatneſſe of our ata we Moala i not be dif- | 
couraged for the wan N perfect degree of repen- 
tance and godly forréw or for the want of what- 
ſoever good worke you thinke is requifite to ſalvation. 
5 my beloved, you muſt know, that this is the 
nature 
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nature of Faith, that it doth its worke beſt alone; and | Faithworketh 
Faith is fo farre from requiring any thing in the partie bett alone, 
that fhall have Chrift, that neceſſarily he muft let goe | 
all things elfe, otherwife he cannot beleeve: and this 
is a point neceſſarily to be conſidered. For every man 

is apt to conceive and thinke, that it is impoſſible that 
God ſhould accept him, unleſſe there be ſomething in 
him why God fhould regard him. If he finde himſelfe 
to be exceedingly ungodly, he thinkes that Chriſt will 
never looke after him. 

And againe, if he have nothing at all to give, if he 
have nothing to bring with him in his hand, he thinkes 
that: he fhall have no pardon, But you fee, that Faith 
requires nothing in the firſt apprehenfion of Chrift : 
if a man be never fo ungodly, it is all one, the offer 
norqichftanding is made unto him. 

i Againe, why thould you looke for righteouſneſſe in 
yonar felves ?. The worke of Faith (and it hath nothing | The worke of, 
elfe to doe) is to take that righteouſneſſe of Chrif | Fach, what. 
that is none of your owne; fo that there is nothing 
elle at all required: for all that Faith hath to doe, is 
onely to take from Chrift that righteouſneſſe that we 
wane our fetes. Se that, 1 fay, there is no reafon 
whi any man fhouk be diſcouraged in his firk com- 
ming, for any went that he findes in himfelfe, or for 
any. condition that: he is in, becauſe Faith onely is 

Ar, that makts us partakers of a righteouſneſſe to ju- 

Rithe us,becaufe we our felves have it not. I fay, Faith 
is fo fatre from requiring any thing to be added to ir, 
to beige it in the act of juſtify ing, that of neceſſitie 
it dxcludewalithings elſe: for Faith hath this double 


qualitie, 


— 
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‘| it fills the heart with Chriſt; now it cannot fill the 
‘| beart with Chrift , unleſſe the heart be · emptied firſt. 


dorh deliver it; but it is a reting upon Chrift, a cafe 
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qualit ie, not onely to lay hold of Chrift offered, but to 
emptie a man of all things elſe whatfoever. As for ex- 
ample: Faith is not onely the beleeving of a truth, 
which is delivered from the autheritie of him that 


ing of cur ſelves upon him. Now when 2 man leanes 
upon any other thing, he ftands not upon his owne 
legges, he ftands not upon his owne bottome; for if be 
i did, he cauld not properly be faid to-leane. If a man 
truſt and depend upon another, he provides not for 
himſelfe; but he that fo locks to himfelfe,thar he pro- 
| vide ſo, as to make himfelfe ſaſe if another fhould faile 
him, ſo farre he truſts himfelfe :- fo thatsbeloved, if you 
truſt Chrift, it is of neceffitie required, that you muft 
be unbotromed of your felves ; you muſt altogether 
leane upon him, you muk caſt your felves wholly upon 

him: for Faith hath ſuch an attract ing vertue in it, that 


Therefore, I fay;Faith hath a double qualitie, not onely 


to take, but to emptie; and they are reciprocall,the one 


. Faith empti- 
etha man of 


cannot be without the other. EF 
Hence it is that we fay, Faith ingrafts a man; a man 
cannot be ingrafted into a new. ſtock, unleſſe he be quit 
cut off from the former root : therefore Faith drives a 
man out of himfelfe,and makes him nothing in bim- 
felfe; fo that when he comes to lay hold on the Pre 
mife of God, he lookes at no qualitie or excellencie of 
his owne,he lookes at no fitnefle or worthineffe in him. 
felfe, but he comes with a hand and a heart altogether 
emptie: fo that when a man comes to befeech God to 


receive 
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receive him to mercie, and to grant him a pardon of 
his ſinnes, when he comes to take hold of the righte, 
oufneffe of. Chriſt for his juſtification, if he think thar |.. 
there is any little worthineſſe in him, or that there be 
no fault in him at all, and from thence fhall think that 
God will receive him; this man is not fit to take Chrift: 
he amh be wholly emptied of himſelfe, and then God 
will ſpeake peace to him. n 

But you will aske , What is that that Faith doth| Qvef, 
emptie a man of? Pa - 
Faith emptieth a man of two thing: 


ö Ayuſir. 
Eirſt, of all opinion of righteouſneſſe in himſelſe. á 
--. Secondly,of opinion of ſtrenꝑrh and abilitie to help 
himfelfe : for if either of thefé remaine in the heart, a 
man cannot receive Chrift. | 
a 1 


All epinion e 
| — 4 in lin- 

leaſt righteouſneſſe in himſelfe: therefore, when the ſelſe. 
bern man came to. Chriſt, and Chriſt told him that 

muft keep the Law, and he faid he had done all thoſe 

things from his youth, Chrift knew that he was not yet 
fits therefore, faith he, Gee and ſtiß al that thou haf: 
Chriſts end was noshing elfe, but to diſcover to him 
his owne unworthineſſe. If thou wilt be perfect (ſaith 
Chrif) take this tryall; Canſt thou be content to let 
thy wealth goe, to follow me? Canſt thou be content to 
ſauffer porſecut ion? This fhewed; that he was not per- 

ſect, but that he was Rill a finfall man; this was. the 
way to prepare him for Chrift, this courfe wee fee 
Chrift alwayes topke: wee fee it expreſſed in the Pa- 
teble.ofiuhe Publican and of the Pharifeesthe Publican 


nart went. 


Whythe Pha. 
riſee was not 
juſtitied. 


not juſtified. A 
| What was it that excluded the fewes? Was it not an 
opinion of ſomething they had of their on . - 
| The Laodiceans theythoughtthey were rich, and. in- 
| creafed,and wanted 8 therefore they nover came 
to buy of Chrift. -That which a unn thinkes he Hath 
alreadie of bis owne, he will never be. at the coſt to 
buy. Therefore, that is the firſt thing that a man muĝ 
doe, he am ft thinke himfelfe of no vorhat all. he muft: 
be empt ie of all opinion and conceit of his owne ex-. 
cellencie. ie en 
call’ opini] , But this is not all: although a man be perfwaded of 
oa of frengeh this, that he hath no worthineſſe in himteltè; yer if he 
to helpe him. thinke he is able to helpe himfelfe,and can ftand alone 
felfe. | wichout God, he will not come to take Chrift: and 
therefore this further is required, that a man ſee that 
he hath no abilitie to helpe himſelfe, that all his ‘re 
demption muft come from Chrift: For if you aske 
many men, het ber they have any opinion of worth da 
themfelves ? they will be readie to anſwer, No.: . 
then is the reafon, that they come not to Chrift? Ir 
becauſe they are in health and proſperitie, and they can 
doe it foone enough hereafter ,. they can yet for ele 

prefent ſubſiſt without Chrif ; but when God- 


egg — 


fhew a mans heart to himfelfe,when Ged ſhewes a man 
his danger, and ſhewes it him at prefent, and how un 
able he is to help himfelfe out of danger, then a man 
will have no reft till he have Chrif. Therefore you 
flrall fee both theſe required, 1 Cor.i : 30. Chrif muſt 
be to us wiſelom, right eonſaeſſe, fanBification, and redemp- 
tien too. Firſt, if a man think that there is any thing 
in him, either mifdome, righteouſneſſe, or ſanttificat ion, 
that excludes him; for he will rejoyce in himſelf: and 
that concerns the firſt condition required, to be 
empty of allopinion of worth. 

But yet if a man think that he is able to ſtand Tafe 
and ſecure for a time, that he is able to be a Backler to 
himſelfe, that he hath ſome what whereunto he may 
leane, ‘and ‘doth not fee that -Chrif muf be his re- | 
dempt ion alſo, he will not come at Chrif. | 

Thaterbich kept the Prodigal fon away, it was not 
au Opinion of any worth in himfelfe, but becaufe he | 
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thought he could live without his father, he had his 
portion in his owne hands, and at his own d iſpoſing; 
and: he would not come home to his father, till he 
could live of himfelfe no longer: fo that though we 
have an opinion of no worth in our felves, yet if we 
Iconce ive or think that we can live without Chriſt, ve 
‘twill not care for him. 
I This was the fault of thoſe that were invited to 
. ithe marriage: they refuſed to come, not bec-uſe 
they thought that themſe ves were of worth, but 
ey were perfwaded that they needed not thoſe 
‘things to which they were invited Therefore, 
fay, thefetwo things muſt be done; a man moft 
be 
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be emptied of all opinion of worth in himſelfe. 

And ſecondly, of all abilitie in himſelfe to hel phiay 
felfe: aud when faith hath done both theſe, then it 
brings a man to Chriſt: when a man ſeeth that there is 
nothing in him why God fhould regard him, and that 
he cannot ftand longer, nor be in fafetie longer than 
Chrift helps him, and ſpeakes peace to him, nom a man 
is fit to take hold upon Chriſt: and therefore we muft 
learn to come to Chrift with an empty heart. 

Many men complain that they would beleeve, but 
they want that forrow that they ſhould have, the 
want that repentance that they would have, they thin 
they are not yet fir, therefore they dare not apply the 
promiſes. 


= = — —E—j — 


To theſe we ſay now, that there isa double kind of 


complaint: 
One is,when a min lookes upon theſe things as up- 


on things that make him fit; which if he have, he thinks 


God will refpe& him; and if he have it not, he thinks 


that God will not look after him. If thy complaint 
be thus, it is ſinfull; for in this thou ſeekeſt ſome 
thing in thy felf. 


But if a mans complaint be this, that he is not yet 


awaked enough, that he is not yet fenfible enough of 
his fins, the doctrine of the remiſſion ef his fins, and 
free juſtification doth not affect him as it ſhould. In- 
deed here is juft cauſe of complaint, for thefe thi 

are neceſſary before you come to take Chriſt: There- 
fore that place in fast. 10. 12. will explaine this, and 
anſwer an objection that may be made againſt it: when 
the Apoſtles were fent out to preach the Goſpel, hen 


| they 
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they came to any houle, they were bidden to enquire 
who. were worthy; If any man be worthy faith Chrift)your 
peace (bal come upon him e but if he be not worthy, 
Mbake off the duſt, Ge. A man would think by this, that 
there were fome worthineſſerequired in the party that 


comes to Chriſt, and that before he can applythe firft | 


promiſe of juſtification. | 
To this we anfwer, the worthineſſe that is required 


here, is nothing elfe but abilitie to prize Curiſt, to fet | 


him at a high rate, to long after him, to hunger and 
thirft after his righteouſneſſe, your peace fhal come 
upon fuch aman. That is, if there be a broken-hearted 
man that lookes after Chrift,whofe heart yearns after 
him, that he is able to prize him aright, he fhall be ac- 
cepted: but if they be fuch men as will not receive 
you;fuch as will not fet meat. before you, fuch as will 
give you no reſpect, ake off the daft of your feet, G&c. 
So that, I fay, fucha complaint we may make, if we 
find a want of defire after Chriſt, ſor that is required : 
but if we look upon any thing as a qualification in our 
felves, fuch a worthineſſe is not required, we muft be 
driven our of all conceit of it, or elſe we cannot take 
Chrift. So much forthat Ufe, that fceiag it is only 
faith ahereby we lay hold of Chrifts righteouſneſſe, 
thar chen we have no reafon to be difcouraged in re- 
ſpectof any want: nay, we muſt find a wantof all things, 
before we can be made partakers of this righteoufnes. 
Again, fecondly, if it be by faith onely by which 
we are made partakers of this righteonſneſſe, and by 


rejoyce only in God,and not to rejoy ce in our felvs; 


for 


Anfo. 


Ufe 2, 


which we are ſavdd, then we ſhould le, ru hence to re joyce 


n God, 


for this is the very end why Ged hath appointed this 
way of falvation : Eph, 1.6, For he bath cheſen ws to th 
praiſe of the glory of his grace, in hie Beloved: That is,, 
that he migtt have the praife of the glory of his grace, 
as it is in Ephef.2, Therefore it is of faith, and not 
workes, that no man fhould boaſt of himſelf, 1 Cor. i. 
30. Therefore Chrif is made to us wifedeme, righre 
ouſueſſe, ſanbtißcation, and redemption, that no fleth 
fhouid rejoyce in it felf. Now ii that be Gods end, if 
that be his aime, why he will have us faved by faith, 
let us not difappoint himof his aime, let us nor take 
from him the glory of his grace, but let us glory in 
the Lord. 

This point we fhould ef] pope Sag to, not tore. 
joyce in our ſelves, but in d: for, my Beloved, we 
are all naturally exceeding apt to rejoyce in our felvs, 
we would faine finde fome excelencie in our ſelves, 
every man is apt to reflect upon himſelf, and he would 


We are 

prone natu- | faine fee fome worth there that he might rejoyce in; 
joyeein our and if he be no body at all there, it is contrary to his 
felves, nature to think that he fhall be accepted: there is no- 


thing in the world that we are fo backward to as this.. 
At was Adams fault in Paradiſe; whereas he ſnould 
have truſted God, and have been wholly dependant up- 
on him for all, he would needs know good and evil, he 
would have ſomething of his owns and this was it that 
loft him all, and brought the curſe upon him, becauſe 
he would not be dependant. 

Now in the Gofpel God comes by a ſecond means 
of faving men, and in this the Erra would have the 
creature to have nothing in himſelſe to glery in; but 
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man is hardly brought to this, but exalrs and lifts up 
himſelie, and would faine have fome worth and excel- 
lencie of his owne; but as long as we doe thus, we 
{cannot be faved: this is the argument that isufed Rem. 
6. 4. why Abraham was juſtifyed by faith. If there 
had beene any other way, Abraham had had wherein 
to rejoyce inhimfelfe: but faith excludes this rejoy- 
cing, and onely faith: we ſhould, I fay, learne to 
doe this in good earneft, to fe that there is no worth 
in our ſelves, to have Chrift to be to us all in all, Col. 3. 
11. is an excellent place to this purpoſe: Saith the 
Apoſtle there (iu the matter of ſalvation) There fs 
neither rew nor Gentile , bond nor free, but chriſt it aŭ 
in als that is, when we come to be juftified before 
God, when we come to the matter of falvation , God 
lookes at nothing in aman, he lookes at no difference 
betweene man and Man; one man is vertuous , ano- 
ther man is wicked ; one man is a Jew, and hath all 
thoſe priviledges, another man is a Gentile, an Alien 
from the Common; wealth of Iſrael; one man iscir- 
cumeiſed, another man is uncircumcifed:but all this is 
nothing, Why? For Chrif it al in all. (Marke it:) Chrig all in 
Eirſt be is all, that is, there is nothing elfe required to all. 
juſtiſie. Indeed if we were fomething, and he were not 
all, we might then looke at ſomething beſides, but he 
is all. 

Againe, he is all ia all: that is, goe thorow all 
things that you may think will helpe you to falvati- 
jon in all thoſe things Chriſt is onely to be reſpected, 

and nothing but Chriſt; what ſoever is done without 
Chril, God regards ĩt not. If you will doe any — 
Q 
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Col. 3. 11. 
opened. 
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Note. 


able to helpe himſelfa without Chrift; but that Chrif 


breadth, and length; and depth of the leve of God 
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of your on to help your felvs in ſalvation, if you wil 
reft upon any priviledges, Cöriſt is not all in all; but 
chriſt muſt be all in all in every thing: and if onely 
chris be all, then we muft come onely with faith; for- 
it is faith onely that layes hold upon Chrif. A 

Now anaturall man he will not have Chri# to be-all, 
but himfelfe will be ſomething; or if @hrif be all in 
fome things, he will not have Chriſt. to be all in every 
thing, to have Chrift to be his wifedome, his righte- 
ouſneſſe, his ſanctification; to doe nothing but by 
Chrift, to have Chrif to be his redempt ĩon, not to be 


muſt helpe him out of every trouble, and beſto up- 
on him every comfort ; this, I lays iscontrary tothe 
nature of man: therefore we muĝ be thorowly empti- 
ed of our ſelves in this matter of rejoycing , as well as 
inthe matter of taking: for in What meaſure any man 
fets any price upon himfelfe , fo farre as he hath any 
opinion of himfelfe that hee is fomething , juft fo far | 

he det racts from Chrift: but when a man boafts not 
of himſelfe at all, ſuch a man rejoyceth in God alto- 
gether, ſuch a man will ſtand amazed at the . and 


ſuch a man will be able to ſee that there are unfearch- 
able riches in Chriſt; ſuch a man will be able to fay - 
with Pas/, that he cares for nothing, hee reckons 244 
things dung, Phil. 3. I have all the priviledges ( faith 
he) that other men have, Iama Jew, I am a phari- 
fee, but I reckon all theſe things as dung; that is, I 
care for none of them if J had a hundred more. It is 
true, I have beene as ſtrict as any man, yea, Iwent 


beyond 
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beyond others, for I was zealous in that courfe where- 
in J was , yet 1 have been taught thus much, that all 
theſe things ate nothing; for God regards them not, 
he regards nothing but Chriſt and his righteouſneſſe: 
therefore I looke not after theſe things, but that I may 
be found in him, not having mine own righteouſneſſe, 
but that righteouſneſſe that God accepteth, which is 
through faith in him. Therefore, my brethren, learne 
thus to rejoyce in Chrift and in God, and not in your 
ſelves z this is the moft execellent worke that wee can 
performe, it is the worke of the Saints and Angels in 
Heaven, we fhould learne to come as neere them now 
as we can. In Rev. 7. 1 1. they cried with a loud voice, 
ſaying, Salvation commeth by our God , that ſitteh upon the 
1 — and by the Lamb, and therefore praiſe, and ui. 
dime, and glory be given to God fer evermore; becauſe 
ſalvation is from the Lord, and from the Lamb, and 
not from our ſelves at all: hence it is that they fell 
downe and worfhipped him, and for this cauſe they al 
cry, Wifdome, and glory, and praiſs be to our Ged for ever- 


more. | 
If falvation had been from our felvs,if we had done 
any thingto helpe our felves therein, there had not 
beene ground of giving all praifeand glory to Ged , 
and if this be the worke of the Saints and Angels wee 
ſhould labour to performe it as abundantly as we can 
now; and let us doe it in good earneſt: for if men 
could be brought to this, to rejoyce in God alone, 
their mouthes would bee filled with prayſe exceed- 
ingly, they would regard nothing elſe, and in the 
courſe of their lives * would. make it evident 
i | 2 to 
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of praifing |; 
God, what. 
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Ufe 3. 
To labour for 
faich above 
- tall, 


that you muft onely labour for, and then the reſt will 


‘tno workes at all in the matter of juftificatiens that 
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to the world that they were fuch as made no account 
of the world, fo they might have Chrift , they would | 
be content with any condition; for Chrif is all in all 
to them. | 

Thirdly, if it be by Faith onely by which wee are 
made partakers of the righteoufnefle by which we are 
faved , then it fhould teach us to let other things goe, 
and principally to mind this matter, to labour to g 
faith , whatfoever become of other things; for it is 
that by which we have falvation. 7 | | 

The Papifts they teach that workes are the maine , 
and many things they preſcribe that men muf doe: 
our doctrine is, you fee, that faith onely is required. 
Indeed many things follow upon faith, hut faith is 


follow upon it. T 
The Doctrine of ours you fhall find that it is dili- 
vered cleerely in Gal. 5. 5, 6. We wait, through the vi- 
rit, for the hope of righteoufne fe, which is through Faith 
that is, we looke for nothing from the Law, we regard 


which wee looke for is onely that righteouſneſſe which 
is taken by faith: and why doe wee fo? For, faith he, 
in Chrif Jefas neither circumeiſion is any thing, nor un- 
cirenmecifios , but Faith, Gc. As if he ſhould fay, 
There is good reafon why we fhould expect ſalvat ion 
anely by faith, becaufe nothing elſe will helpe us in 
that worke : circumciſion is nothing, nor uncircumſion 
is nothing? but thoſe two he meanes all other things ; 
that is, in the having of all the priviledges in the 
world, in the doing of all the works that can be done; 


faith 
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faith is all in all; but it muſt be ſuch a faith as works 

by love: though it be by faith only , yet it is not an 

1 3 therefore you are eſpecially to labour 

for faith. 


There are many other excellencies that we are capa- e TUE 
ble of, many morall vertues, fuch as Ariſtotis and | regards not 
Socrates have deſeribed; bat without faith God re- morali ver- 
gards none of theſe: take one that is a wicked man, 
and take another, let him be never fo vertuous, as Sccra- 
tes and Senecã, that were the ſtricteſt in Moralitie of all 
the Heathen; nay, take any man that lives in the 
Church, that lives the moſt ſtrict and exact life, and 
geris not juftified by faith. God makes no difference 
between theſe men, the one is as neer to Heaven as 

the other, God loekes wpon them both with the fame. 
ſeye; for he regards nothing without faith.. He that i 
is the moft and ungodly, if he commieth wish | 
faith he obtaise Chrif ; the other that hath ail 3 
moral vertues in the mof exact manner, without faith 
they fhall doe him no good: therefore we ate to feek 
for r matter of jufhificatian, but how we: 
may be enabled to beleeve; we are principally to fhe 
dy this matter of faith. | | | 
Take fach a one 2s secretes, and ſuch a one as Saint Diewact 
Paul, it may be Socrates might be outwardly as tempe- | ander“ 
rate: andas patient, and be indned with as many ex- wreeet. 
cellencies, he might appeate in his carriage as frit 
as Saint Pasi; but here is the great difference, the 
one doth what her doth of himſe lſe, and through | 
himfelfe, and for himſelfe; the other doth what hee 
doth. of: Chrif .,: andi through Chrift 5 and foe | 
. E32 Crit | 
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Chri : Therefore Faith mainely is requiſite. 
If we had all other excellencies, yet we fhail find 
this in them, that they doe alway give ſomething to 
the creature. . 
| Againe, if you goe never fo farre in them, yet you ! 
hall find that there is fome imperfection in them. 
But faith, it emptieth the creature of all things, it 
leaveth nothing in a man, it makes him leane and reft 
onely upon Chrift ; and upon his -righteoufneffe:for 
ſalvation. be ee = 
Againe, faith worketh in us alave to God: for we 
have nothing in. our-felves ,.bue all that we have being 
from him / e cannot. but love him againe 
Againe; faith preſenteth to God a perfect righte- 
ouſueſſe, and therefore God only accepts it : for God. 
muſt be juſt, &c nothing can fatisſie rhe juſtice of God 
Bur a rige uſnaſſe: that. ĩs perfect.; nothing: can at- 
tain vrighteouſneſſe. that is perlect, but only: faith: 14. 
bout therefore to ‘beleeve this; and to turne all your 
ſtudy and care how to get:faitb. My: Beloved, this is 
a thing that we are hound to preach to you;this is the 
femme of that: doctrine that Chriſt fo Gftea.preach- 
ed when he was upon the earth, Beleeve, for the Kingdon 
Ps S of Gedis at hand «this is the famme ofall the Doctrine 
ing of, Chrift Of the Apoftles , it was all they had to doe, to pers 
and bis Aro- fwade mento. beleeve, : What was the ſumme ct all 
188 Saint Pasis do rint ? Wee ges un an dune (ſaith he) 
from place to place; mitneßinsg both to Lewes & Gentiſes, &c. 
So it is ‘our / part hen wee come to preach to you, 
when wee. come: to diſpenſe to ydu that which is for 
the nouriſhment of: your foules., wee mult: doe as 
an x l thofe 
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thofe Stewards, rhat fet bread and falt upon the Table’ 
whatfoever other difh there is: fo we ſhould alwayes 
preach Chrift, and perfwade you to beleeve in him. 
and ftirre you up to turne the ftreame of your endea- 

vours after the obtaining of that faith that taketh this 
| righteoufneffe : the principall thing wee are to looke 
unto, is, to fee from what Fountaine that that we have 
comes: if -ai man have never fo many vertues in him, 
if they arife not from this Fountaine, if they {pring 


not from this root, they are nothing, God looks upon 


them without aceeptance or delight. 
Againe; this ir. thatthat you are to doe in hearing, 
that which:you are chiefly toi dooke. after, is, hom to 
ger faith; and theretore if meh will imploy their 
rength and their endevours, and buſie themſelves to 
attaine ſuch and fach vertues, it is but as the watering 


ing 
re ſi 


— 


Note. 


F 4 . But 
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| Difference | But. by the way, in this you fee nor only the diffe- 
berweens rence ber vecene morall vertues, and thoſe in a true 
1 e. Chriſtiar, c.. is godlineſſe, that they come from 
| li eſſe. i differ n. — — BS and locke to different ends 3 but 
yo fc: al “a Aff. tence betweene thog: fhewes of 
li nHeſſc c'ar are among the Pepifts, and that fince 
i rity of lite that we — unto you,which is an effet 
of this faith : for if you marke it you fhall find chat 
all that they doe either is without Chriſt, or addes 
to Chriſt; they think they ſhall be faved for doing 
fuch and fuch things, which prepate and fit them fer 
falvation, they looke mainly to the workes of humb- 
ling the. body, and doing many a&ions of mortifica- 
tion, but fill Chriſt onely is not foughr after in all 
this. But now looke to the Doctrine that wee have 
delivered, it is Chrift that wee preach, it is faich 
that wee preach unto you. It is true, wee preach thafe 
things too, we lay the fame neceffitie upon youot 
doing good workes, wee firre you up to holineife| 
of life, aad mortiſication: but there is che difference, 
we derive it all from Chrift by faith, wee fay that 
| faith dothall. s 
Indeed, when you have faith, if chat faith be righe, 
it will worke by love: here then you fee the diference, 
e do the fame things, but we derive all from a jufti | ` 
fying faith, laying hold upon Chriſt; and fo love to 
bim, and all other graces doe arife from this: 
Ufe4. | Againe, a fourth Uſe of this point is this, if ſalvati- 
1 A on be onely by faith, then we ſhould learne hence to 
| Foldacfe. goe with boldneffe to God, to take the promiſes, and 
i to reckon them fure to us, It fomething man 
j ne) 
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beene required on our part, we fhould then have gone 
with a great deale of doubting to God; but now ive- 
ing there is nothing required but only to goe and take 
it, this fhould make us to goe with boldneſſe to the 
| Throne. of grace, to come with aſſurance that we 
And therefore in the bufineffe of feeking to God for 
the remiſſion of our fins (which indeed is the greateſt 
buftneffe that we have to doe) what greater comfort 


‘can there be than to have this affurance, that if wee 
cometo God for it, we ſhall not faile, nor be deceived; 


Of it ? | 
For the prefent occafion of receiving the Sacra - 
ment: What is the end of the Sacrament, but to 


preach faiths The Sacrament preacheth that to your The Sacra-- 
Outward ſenſes that we do to your underſtandings; it men preache 


prefenreth to the eye that which we now preachto the 
eare : for what is the Covenant of God in the Gofpel ; 
but only this? God offers Chrift unro you freely, as 
the Bread and Wine is given unto you, To us 4 Sonne 
it given, Gc, 

Againe, wetake him, and bind our felves ro obey. 
him, and to love him, to be to him alone, to marry. 
him, te make him our Lord andour Husband, Now 
in the Sacrament both thefe are done : when the Bread 
and Wine are offered they are but a reſemblance of 

the offer of Chriſt. Indeed there is a bleſſing in it: for 
it is Gods Ordinance, it increaſeth this grace of faith. 
| And againe, there is a bond on our part wherein we 
‘tye our ſelves to obey Chrift. 


| 
| Now if any of you will offer tocome, and yet have | 
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To | not given up your felves to God in good earneft, you! 
che Sacra. receive your own condemnation, you are divorced 
ment unwot- from Chrift, and married to the world; and this isto 
thily what: receive the Sacrament unworthily. Ihe maine end o 
the Sacrament is to increafe faith ; and falvation is 
ı ours by faith: therefore we (hould come with bold- 
neſſe, and lay hold upon the promiſes of it. 
| y nod upo! P : 
Gedsfree We fhoulddoe in this cafe as Ioab did, lay hold up- 
| promie On the hornes ot the Altar, that is, take hold upon 
mould encou- Chrift, and remember that fure word of promiſe. 2. 
cane wich 1 4 Son is given, tows a Child is borne. And, Let whofoe.| 
beldnefle. ver will, come and take of the waters of life freely... Goe 
thorow the whole Booke of God, all. the proses 
therein are as fo many gtounds for faithto build upon: 
it is impoffible that God ſhould flay you if you come 
and lay hold of the hornes of the Altar. If you will 
take Chriſt, and receive theſe promifés, and reft on 
them, it isimpoffible but that God fhould perforine 
them, he hath bound him felfe to performe what he 
hath faid: If we acknowledge our fins, he is faithfull and juf 
to forgive them, 1. John, 1. 9. as if he were unjuft{and 
unfaithful if he fhould not doe it, His Oath is paffed, 
he hath added an Oath to his promife, that by two im- 
mutable witneffes it ſnould ſtand firme. | 
We fhould do inthis cafe as Iacob did after he had 
once a promiſe from God: when he meets his bro- 
ther Eſau, Eard ( faith he) thew haſt promi ſed to die me 
good , therefore deliver me from the hand of my brother. | 
So when we have a promite, and God hath faid , He 
that will take Chriſt fhall be faved: and Chrif is free- 
ly given, and the pardon is generall, therefore what 


ſhoul 
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me 
fhould hinder us? U rge God upon his promiſe, wreſtle 
with God as Iscob did, and let him not gee without a 


refifted him for a time; fo it may be. God will denie 
thee a gteat while, yet continue thou to ſeeke him, let 
him not goe, he cannot deny thee in the end, thou fhalt 
have the bleſſing at the laſt: we ſhould learne thus to 
importune God; tell him, Lord, I have a ſure promiſe, 
and thou haſt made the pardon generall, and I am ſure 
Icome within the number of that Commiſſion, Goe 
and preach the Goſpel to every creature: poe and tell e- 
very man under heaven that Chriſt is offered to him, 
he is freely given to him by Cod the Father, and there 
is nothing required of you but that you marry him 
nothing bnt to accept of him: here is a word fure e- 


[earne to doe in this as the woman of Can did, 
though Chriſt denyed her, yet ſhe would not give over: 
för fhe had this ground to build upon, that he was Je- 
fus, he was the Son of David, be was mercifull, and fhe 
had. exceeding great need of him, and therefore the 
would not give over ; fo, I fay, having this proun for 
your faith, gde to God with boldneſſe, and never give 
over; it is impoffible (if you feeke him in good 
earneſt, with all your heart) but that he fleould re- 
It is true indeed, he gives to fome ſooner than he 
doch to other.; with fome he deales as he did with the 
woman of Canaan: to fome he gives an anſxer quick- 
Y fome againe he deferrs longer, and he will put us 
> the try f » Chrift dealeth differently with his ing 
| ren, 


Ai: 


bleffing : wreftling implies refitting; it isa figne God | lacobwret- | 


nough if tHere were nothing elfe but this. Therefore 
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ling with 
God, 


God anfwerg . 
fome fooner, | 
and fome 
later. 


Note. 


The reafon 


of it, 
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dren, he doth with us ſometimes as the unjuſt Judge, 
he turnes the deafe eare to us: or like the man that was 
in bed with his children, and was unwilling to rife;but 
what faith the Text? Løke 11.6. though he would not 
doe it for him as a friend, yet his i ty makes 
him rife and lend him: ſo thou thinkft (it may be) God 
is not thy friend, yet by thy importunitie he will rife 
at the laft: therefore thoughthou find God to be asan| 
enemy, though he be never fo backward to rife, yet 
give not Over: I can affure thee, as certainely as there 
is any truth in the Book of God, thou ſhalt be heard in 
the end, Heaven and earth bal pafe away before this fare 
nord ſhall perifh. It is Gods manner to put men to 
the triall, aud it is his wifdome fo to doe, otherwiſẽe 
he would have many that would be forward at rhe 
firft,yet fall off inthe end. — 

It was Nam ies wiſedome to bid her Daughter Ruth}. 
goe backe to her k indred, but fhe would not, ſhe food 
Out: I will goe (laith fhe) where thou goest, and nothi 
but death (ball part between me and thee. When Naomie 
faw that (he was ſtedfaſtly minded, fhe took her along 
with her. So if God ſhould receive men at the 
many men would come in, and take hold upon Chrift, 
and make a profeſſion of his Name; but they would 
not hold out to the end with him. But ben Chrift 
(hall tell them, I have not fo much as 2 place to lay 
my head in, if thou wilt have me, thou muſt deny 
thy felfe , and take up thy Croſſe, aad thou 
ſhalt find a great deale of trouble, and fuffer per- 
ſecution; ifs man now, notwithftanding this, will 
not be beaten off from Chrift, but, though Chrift | | 

 turne 
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ve the.deafe eare to him tor the preſent, and preſent 
um all manner of difficulties, yet if he will, not- 
hftanding all this, be conftant Kill in importuning 
d to have-Chrift, when God (hall fee that his mind 
us fet, he will take him along with him, he will be 
e, and thou fhalt be his, his people fhall be thy 
ple: this is that knits the knot bet weene you: My 
ved is mine, and I am hit; his Word is paſſed for 
e hath promiſed his conſent, now if we will give 
s, the match is made. , 
it Were doubtfull whether we fhould have his con- 
„it were another cafe; but we have a fure Word for 
1e-fhould learn therefore to importune him. 
Now when we have done this, when we ate come 
this boldneffe, and have laid hold upon Chrift, 
let us looke to the priviledges, then let us take the 
lon of our finnes, adoption, and reconciliation, 
all things elſe, onely remembring that condition 
kcer obedience ; that though we may come free- 
and come with this boldneſſe, and though no- 
be required, but that we take-this Sonne of 
that is offered, yet, T fay, there is a condition of 


obedience, we muſt reſolve to ferve him, and to | 


him with all our heart, we muft refolve to doe 
that Ruth promifed to Naomi, to live with him, 
to be with him, and that his people fhal! be our 
ple, &c. 


at you will fay, I am willing to doe this, to part 


amy luſts, and to be to Chrift alone, but i am not 
my luſts are ſtrond and prevalent. 
this J anſwer, if thou be but willing, Chrift deſirs 


no 


77 


F 


ledges by 


EL E, 
Chrif requi- no more: l would but as ke thee this; Suppofe tha 
willingne fe thou were able to over-come thofe lufts: take a man 
tomortife that is ftrongly given to good fellowfhip (as they 
ourlufts. call it, to company-keeping, that is given to forni- 

cat ion, to fwearing, orwhatfoever the fin be, take any 


prevalent luft that is in any man that now heareth mee, 
| I would as ke him this queſtion; Put the cafe thou) . 


wert able to get the victory over thy luft, wouldeft 
thou be content to part with it, and to take Ghrift? 
If thou fayeft, No, I had rather enjoy the ſweetneſſe 
of my luſts ftill, art thou not now worthy to be con- 
demned ? But if thou anfwer, I would upon conditi- 


on I were able to overcome my luſts, I affure thej’ 
God will make thee able, God requires no more but 


a willingneſſe to come and take Chrift, the other. i 


Gods worke- | 
Obiect I; but I have tried, and have not found itſo. 
Ale. Lanſwer, it cannot be, thou hakt. not yet reſolved to 


ne chat is un- part with thy luſts, thou haft not yet fet down this per- 

der ** “oa emptory conclufion in thy felfe , that thou wilt for- 
luts never | fake every thing, that thou maiſt have Chrift. If any 
yetiefolved | man fay, he is willing to take Chrift, and to part with 
13 with the ſweetneſſe and pleaſantneſſe, and the profirable- 
neſſe that his luft brings to him, if he could get the vi- 
ctorie, if he were freed from the ſolicitations of them; 
let me tell thee, thou muſt firſt reſolve to take 
Chrift upon his owne conditions, and for the other, 
God hath promiſed to doe that himfelfe: 1 cer. 8. 9. 
Cod will confirme you, and keepe you blamelefe : for he 
it faithfull that hath called joù to the fellewthip of his 
Senne: as if hee fhould have faid, Doe you thinke 


tha 
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"(that God will call men to Chrift, that he will beſeech 
men to take his Sonne? Will hee call you to the fel- 
lowſhip of his Sonne, and will he not keep you blame- 
leſſe ? he hath promiſed it, and ſworne it, if he ſnould 
not doe it he fhould be unfaithfull. When God cal- 
leth you to come unto Chrift, he promiſeth that the 
vertue of Chriſts death ſhall kill ſinne in you, and 


that the vertue of Chriſts Reſurrect ion fhall raiſe you 


up to newneſſe of life: God hath promiſed that he 
will give the Holy Ghoft: for he never gives his Son 


toany,but he gives them the Spirit of his a 3 


Now, He that hath called yowis faithfull,and he wi e. 
So that, I fay, if thou wilt come in, that is, du 
1 of Chriſt upon his conditions, it is cer- 
taine God will receive thee: and if thou find thy felfe 
troubled with the violence of any luſt, or of any temp- 
tation, preſſe upon God, urge him with his Word and 
Promiſe, that he would affift thee by his own ſtrength, 
that he would enable thee to over-come,that he would 
give thee the Spirit of-his Sonne, and refolve as 
lab, Though hee kill. me, yet will I truf in his: for 
Ihave a fnre Promiſe, Heaven and earth [hall paſſr, 
but wot ono tittle of his fure Word fha pafe till it be 
folſillet. 
No becaufe this is a point of much moment, this 
lay ing hold upon the promiſes, and becauſe it is a thing 
_ {that is not eafily done, therefore I will fhew you theſe 
two things. 
| The firſt is this, that the underſtand ing muft be right- 
ly in formed what ground a man hath to doe it: when 
2 man comes to beleeve the forgiveneſſe of his fins, 
| let 


Two ebings 
in laying 

helden the |. 
pr omiſes. 


let him not thinke, Ihave a perſwaſion that my finne 
are forgiven, therefore they are forgiven; but a man 


muſt labour to fee the ground of it: for a thing is not 


true becauſe we are perſwaded it is ſo, but the thi 
is firſt true, and then we beleeve it: God hath 
offered forgivenefle of finnes to you, and then you 
looke-upon his Word, and fo beleeve it. Bur, I fay, 
when a man is perfwaded in a confuſed manner, wi 
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| 


| 


out any juft ground, without the cleere knowledge of 


the progreſſe of faith, how it goeth along, this is not 


+ keepeth many from affurance, becauſe they 
ar 


cleerely inſtructed in it. For to the end that 
fai y take hold of the promiſe, that it may be fare 


tous, we muſt conceive of the right met 
ogre Ginge » 10082 WE muft conceive © the right method, and that 


in the under- ſtands in theſe foure things. 


ſtanding Firſt, we muſt fee our owne condition, we muſt be 


touching | fick before we can ſeeke to the Phyſition, we muft fee 

| promifes, he 

To fee ourmi- ill us to helpe our ſelves; we muft be broken in heart 

ſerable condi- in fome meafure, we muft fee our felves to be children 

tion. of wrath, and then we will come and feeke for a re 
medy; and that is, 

2 | By looking into the Booke of God, (and that is the 

i 3 ſecond thing) and there I find all the promiſes, Chri 

the promiſes.. : : dees 
is there cleerely offered, one ly with this condition 
required , that I muft obey him, and ferve him, and 
love him: fo that that is the fecond thing, Chrift is 
offered in the Scripture to every One, and if you have 
him, you fhall have a pardon of your fins with him ; 
only he is offered with condition of obedience Well, 
when you feethis cleerely, now you come to confider 


it, 
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it, you begin to ponder this Word, whether it be fo 
or no; a man begins to thinke, Is this a fure promife ? 
and then he fees, that looke what certainty there is of 
the Scriptures in generall, there is the fame certainty 


with the fame faith hee is to beleeve this offer of 
Chrift- | 
J, but is it fure to me? , 
Then a man looks to the generalitie of the promiſe, 
that it is offered to all, none excepted, and therefore ; 
faith he, it is offered to me. } | 
But will Chriſt do to me as he hath promifed? is 
he powerfull and willing to doe ic? Then a man 
lookes into the world, and findes that he is Almightie, 
that he is ableto make himthe Sonne of God’, that 
_| whatfoever Chrift hath by nature, be fhall have it by 
matching with him. Indeed Chriſt hath it immedi- 
. lately, as he is the Son of God, but we have it medi- 
ately, as the wife hath the riches of her husband. Ifa 
woman marry the Kings fon, fhe hath the fame pri- 
viledges, and the fame inheritance that he hath: fo 
whatfoever Chriſt hath becomes ours: Paul and -4- 
pelle, and all are Chriſts, the World is Chrifts, and all 
things preſent and to come are Chriſts, and they 
are all made ours. Now when this is well pondered, 
= wee find that wee have a ſure word to confirme 
this: 
Then in the third place we come and take him; 
and this no man will doe indeed, till he have well 


ſtowin 


confidered, as the faying is of marriage, that it is a i. 
| i G 


in theſe particular promifes: ſo that with the fame | . 
faith that a man is to beleeve the Word of God, 


To take | 


. 
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| beftowing of ones felf upon fuch an one, fo it is in thi$5 | 
every one therefore ſhould conſider before-hand, what 
it is to beſtow himfelfe upon Chrift,- And when this is | 
done, that we have made the match, and beftowed our 
ſelves upon Chriſt, then, | ) o 
In the next place, wee come to ſee what wee fhalt: 
have by him, and then we come to make ufe of all that 
Chrift brings with him: reconciliation, and pardon of 
| finne, and all things elfe that hee hath, I have with 
bim, I am the Sonne of God, and I ſhall bee fan&i- 

| fied, (for together with hiu I have the Spirit) all 
my Prayers fhall be heard; all the promiſes in the 
Booke of God are mine; for, Is him they are a Yea 
and Amen: as all the world is his, fo it is all the 
wealth of a Chriftian after hee hath taken Chrift. 
Now when this is diftin@ly propounded to us, and 
weeconceive it aright, it makes the way much more | 
eaſie to us; but when we goe on in a confuſed manner, 
becauſe the Gofpell is not cleerely underftood by 
us, hence it is that wee labour much, and yet the thing 
is not done: therefore; my Beloved , if you have | 
‘a perfwafion of the forgiveneſſe of your finnes, if ir 
bee but 2 meere perfwafion, it will alter exceedingly, 
it will goe and come in rhe time of temptation : 
but when you have a ſure Word; when you have 
built. your ſelves upon the Scriptures, it is? not de- 
pendent upon your perfwafion, but it · is the Werd 
that you reft upon: For Fancie, and Opinion, and 
neige it will grow ſometimes longer, and 


7 


To fee whar 
we have by 
him, 


, 1). ſometimes fhorter, as the fhadow doth , ahereas the 
| met: body of the ching is the fame; but when your eye is 
_ | : l upon 
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upon the Word, when you reſt upon that, then your 
perfwafion will continue the fame as the Word con- 
tinues . Indeed your comfort may be fomtimes more, 
ſomet imes leſſe; but when it is pitched upon the -fure ä 
| Word, that is it that will bring ycu comfort in the | °° ~ S 
| working of it, to obferve the method and degrees of 
it, Indeed, my Beloved, it is a point of another nature 
to beleeve than the world thinks of; theretore examin, 
recall, and under ſtand this Doctrine that we have now 
taught you diſtinctly, it will be worth all your labour: 
for the preſent you fhall have a good conſcience, and 

the aſſurance of Gods favour, and when death comes, 
the right underftanding of it will be worth all the 
world befide. 

It is faid of the fecond ground, that they fell away, 
becaufe they had xo root in themfelves: they had fome 
root: but their faith was pitched upon a general] | 
Doctrine, upon a generall perfwafion, that hath a kind | 
of root, but it hath no root in it felfe: fo many 
Chriftians goe farre, and they doe much, but they 
have no roet in themſelves, that is, they doe not un- 
derſtand diſtinctly, and throughly, the grounds upon 
which their faith igbuilt , they fee not a fure ground | 
for it in the word of God, they know not how faith 
is built upon the ſure corner ſtone; for Chriſt is that 
firé corner ſtone, hee that is built upon him (hall ne- 
ver be aſnamed : wee fhould learne therefore not to 

ive over till we be rooted and grounded- If a mann 

ould aske po people, What is the reafon that 
you are períwaded that * ſinnes are forgiven ? . 
(for you ought to build that upon an infallible E 


5 G2 ground.) 
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ground.) If it be no more but becauſe you are per 
waded, it is nothing, but if you can fay My finnes 
are forgiven, becauſe I have Chrift, and be tha bat! 
the Sonne, bath life : 1 have the fare word of God for 
it, God cannot lie, he is trath it felfe that hath | 
faid it, and he hath offered Chrif to every erea- 
ture under heaven:then is the ground good, 
thou mayeft take him boldly, be- 
ing within that number. 
So much for this... 
time. 
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THE FOURTH 
SERMON > 


Por by it the Righteonfne ffe of God is revealed frons Faith to | 
Faith: asst is written, The juft fhal live by Faith. 


me —— 


he next thing to be dorie is this, To 


draw the will to take the ptomiſes; toe pag 
for though the underftanding rightly takp the Ko- 
apprehend all that is delivered in the ““ 
Word, yet except the will be bowed, 
——cexcept we incline and be willing to 
‘imbracé thefe offers, and willingly take Chrift upon 
thefe conditions, the thing is not done: for, I fay, 
juftify ing faith is as well in the will as in the underftan- 
ding. for. that which I deliver now is built upon that 
which I delivered before; and I ſpeake chie fly ta thofe | 
that underſtand the promifes, ot elſe you will not ful- 
ly underftand what we are now about. } 
But feeing that the will hath a part in faith as well | God onely 
as the underftanding, the fecond thing is to draw the feweth the 
will. But how is thar doner This is the work oF God, an 


he onely hath the foveraignty over the will and affe” | 
&ions of a man, it is the great prerogative of God, 
when a buſineſſe is to be done with the will and affe- 
tions, God muft perfwade it, as in Nosh’s ſpeech, God 
perſvade Iapheth to dwell in the Tests of Sem: as if he 
ſhould fay, I may perſwade in vaine, except God put 
to his haud to the worke. So it is the propertie of 
ithe Spirit to eonvince, a9 Ieh. 16. The Spirit fhalt | 
convince the world of finne and right eouſneſſe: that is, he 
| fhall fhew men their fins, and their need, and withall | 
convince them, and perfwade them to take Chriſts 
righteouſneſſe. Thus, I fay, it. is God that draw- i. 
eth the will,: it is he that puts a ſtrong inſtinct into | | 
the heart of man, it ishee that muft worke on the 
heart, as in fobs 6.44, None can come to we except the 
Father draw him, How fhall that be done? If God 
doth once draw 4 man, he will have no reft t ift he fave 
. Fehrif , hee wilt not bee at quiet til’ hee fave 
he gotten him. Compare that place, None can come some | 
| except the Father draw him, with that Cant. 2, 3. Drag us | 
and we will tunne. after thees it ts not ſuch a dramũg as 
when a min js draWwne by: force, but it is a drawing 
which is done by changing the will and affections. | 
‘When God alters the bent of the mind, when God 
juftifiesa man , he will affect a mans heart fo, that hee 
fhal! be fo affected with Chrift, as that he thall have 
no reft till ke have him’; when‘he doth Ice his need of 
him, he ſhall not give over till he be aſſured that he is 
{reconciled to him: Draw us, and wee will ranne after 
i pehee. It is fuch a drawing as is called the teaching of 
od: John 6. 45. Te fhal be taught of God: that 
is 
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is, when God comes to teach a thing be boweth the | 
will and affections to doe it. We heretofore exémpli- 
fied this by the ſimilitude of the Ant, and the Bee, and 
other creatures; they are ſaid to be taught of God, 
when God puts a ſtrong inftin& into them to do ſuch 
and ſuch a thinꝑ, he teacheth them to doe this and this. 


So God teacheth men to come to Chriſt, that is, he! 


puts aftrong inclination into their hearts, and when 
that is there Once, they can have no reſt, as the Iron 
cannot reſt till it come to the Loadſtone, and as the 
| Stone cannot reft. till it come to the Center: fo the 
beart of man, when God draweth it; when hee hath 
changed the will, then hee finds ſuch a diſpoſition in 
him as was in the Spouſe, Cant. 2. She fought him 
whom her foule loved, fhe fought him by night, and 
by day, the fought him in the {treet , and among the 
‘Watchmen, and never reſted unt ill the had found him. 
So when God hath drawne a mans heart, when he hath 
inclined a mans will to embrace Chrift, he is never fa- 
E untill he hath found him. 
But, you will fay, God doth this by means, ke uſeth 
ments to draw the will. n 
t is true; the queſtion therefore is, How God doth 
this. We will propound three means by which God 
doth uſually doe it. | 5 
Firſt, the will is drawne, by being perſwaded what 
the miferable condition of a man is rhat is not yet d 
come to Chrift, that hath not yet taken bim. that hath 
not gotten the pardon and forgiveneſſe of his ſins, that 
hath not got aſſurance that Ghriſt hath received him 
to mercy. Tr 
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The third thing is, that be ſhall not lof his labons 
if he doe attempt it. 


The conſide 


ift. It is true, if a man could live alone, he would not come 
to him, Take Rebels, and:Pyrates, if they were able 
to muiintaine themſelves abro id, if they could be as 
happy in Rebellion as in receiving mercy, they, would 
never come in. So it is in this cafe, if we be brought 
to this exigent, that we ſee we cannot hold out any 
longer, we are not ſtronger than he, asthe Apoſtle 
faith, 1 Cor. 10., Are wee firunger than be? When a 
man is perſwaded of that, when a man ſeeth this ne- 
ceſſity is. laid upon him, orel he periſheth, then he 


to live from his Father, or Maſters houſe, perhaps he 
will runne at riot ftills but when he feeth he cannot 


able to lite without him, it may be fhe will refuſe 
him; but if the cafe be fo that ſhe cannot ſubſiſt, but 
the Creditors will come upon ber, fhe muſt needs 
have a Husband to prote & her, to be abirreand a co- 
vering unto her, now fhe feeth a neceffiry of it. There- 


Law doth it by fhewing a man his fin , and the curfe 
due to it, by fhewing a man his vileneſſe: and if this 
é will 


. The ſecond thing is, the good that he ſhall get by 


r The firſt thing, I fay, that drawes us to Chrift is to. 


| 
| 


| 


| 


ration of en, conſider how miferable we are without him: if men | 
mifery out of Were perfwaded of this, they would more feckehim,. 


Sale. will come in. So takea fon, or a ſervant, if. he he able 


have ſo much as husks, hee can have nothing to 
ſuſtaine him, that is it will bring him home. So take 
a Wife, a Spouſe, if one come to wooe her, if fhe be 


fore we fay the Law drives men unto Chrift, and the 
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will not doe it, then it fhewes him the curfe : when a 
man fees the mifery that the Law brings upon him , 
and pronounceth againft him, that he is condemned, 
that perfwades him. Therefore the Law drawes a 
man, and the ſenſe of his mifery fhewing him that | Chif how 
he is out of Chrift, this drawes him to confider that ie 
God is his Enemy, that all the creatures are his ene- 
mies: for if God be thine enemy, then needs muſt all 
the creatures be fo , becaufe they turne with him to 
and fro, as an Army turns atthe becke of the Gene- 
rali, Now to have God and the creatures to be a mans 
enemies, to have every thing tq worke for 2 mans 
hart, profperity flayes him, and adverficy is not a Plaifter 
or Medicine, but a poy ſon to him, every thing joynes 
for his hurt; the Word, which is the favour of life to 
others, is the ſauour ef death to him; the Sacraments 
which are a meanes to convey grace and aſſurance td 
others, are a means to convey: Satan to his heart; it in- 
creafeth his condemnation and his judgement, tor the 
wrath of God abides spon a man; that is, it fhall be upon 
him for eternity hereafter: for he that hath not the 
Son, bath not life, Joh. 3. uit. Whena man ferioufly 
conſiders all this, when he ſeeth what cafe he is in, that 
he cannot live without Chrift, this will be one thing 
that boweth and inclineth the v ill to come in and take 
Chrift. But this is not all. 

In the fecond place a man will know what good he The conſide- 
ſhall have by fuch an Husband: and indeed, if this 3 cf the ` 
were all, he could never marry out of love; and if he Ehrig 
doe not, it can be no match: therefore we muſt find ö 
fome good, ſome excellenc ie in Chrift. And this — 

ſecond 


F — | 


te | 


z 1 oy and pleaſure he can afford. We ſhall have all his 


` i what there is pro 


| fent, or things to rome, all it: vrt, you are. Chriſſs, and 


| argument to move a man to take Chrift, that all the 
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fecond thing that drawes the will. It we take him w 
fhall have all his wealth, and all his honour, all the 


wealth; that. is, goe to the whole Vniverſe, and ſee 
Rtable or comfortable to the {ons o 
men, and all that is ours, whether it.be Paul, or Apel- 
le, or Cephas, or the world, or life or death, or things pre- 


Chrift is deds: allthis is yours. As for the things o 
this world , if we take him once, wee have all theſe. 
Would nor a mandefire all thefe 2. Is not this a ftron 


Angels in Heaven, all the excellent Miniſters on the 
earth, that are next to Angels) they are all bis fer- 
vants ? God hath beftowed thefe gifts for his ſake, they 
are feta work for the furthering of his falvation: and 
the Angels, you know, are mini ſtring Spirits, fens forth 
for the good of the Ele: for the world, as the Apoftle 
faith, that is, whatfoever is in che world, all the good 
and alitheevill in che world, even that evill doth him 
fervice: the afflictions, and perſecutions; and ftormes 
drive him to his haven as well as faire gales; every 
thing ſcoures him, doth him ſome good or other; 
all in the world is his, both liſe and death, that is, 
what ſoever belongs to this life or another, all is for 
his ſervice; and not that only, but when death comes, 
that a man thinks is the greateft enemy, that there is 
no good in death, yet that doth him good, it heals our 
ſinnes, it is a means of happineſſe. In aword, when 
the Apoſtle could fay no more, things preſent, or things 
to come, for a man fhould looke to both: as Heaven 

will 
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will not content him without the things of this life, 
ſo the things of this life will not content him, with- 
out Heaven; but when there is both, the mind is fa- 
tis fied. 

Now when a man conſiders what wealth he hath by 
Chriſt, and againe, that he (hall have all his Honour, 
now looke what Honour Chriſt hath, the fame hee 
hath by matching with him; having him we have all 
g$. If a man could enter into a ferious confide- 
ation of this, to thinke that he ts a King, thit he is an 
heire of all things, that all the promiſes doe belong | 
to him. Doe but thinke with your felves, if any of 
you fhould be raiſed from a meane ordinary conditi- 
on to be made an earthly Prince, how. would you be 
affected with it > would it not put other thoughts in- 
to you? Why ſhould you not beleeve fpirituall pri- 
viledges to be as reall . Why ſhould you not rejoyce 
more in tbem? they are more durable, they are more 
excellent, hey have all. in them the other have. Indeed 
they are things that are not ſeen with the eye, they are 
ſpirituall, they are things that enjoyed and reſeived 
forafterward, but yet there is much for the preſent. 
Learne to conſid er this, and it would draw and move 
yo; but becauſe theſe things are looked on with a. . | 

Pall eye, as mätters of fancie and ſpeculation, voce de 
they are looked on as things that are rather talked | wich ſpirituai 
of, we fee no fuch thing, we have no feeling of them, | Pvilzdges., 
therefore wee doe not affect them: but we fhould 
labour to beleeve this, the Scripture often mentions 
and repeats this, Tee are a royall Eritſt. heod, heires 
with Chrif. Labour to come to tis dif-jundction, 

if! 
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ponent 
Note. 


l i at his right hand there are Ioyes and pleafures for evermore. 


‘Tharwe hall Then in the third place there is one thing 1 
mot lofe our 
abour in at- 


rempting it. 


5 an 


ger and thirſt after him, he justifies the wagedly, and 


r‚»n»•⸗'» a a nmuiinieninnimnl 
if thefe things be not fo, why do you beleeve them at 
all? if they e ſo, why doe you not rejoyce in then 

proportionable to thefe priviledges ? And fo for Joy; 


And as it is fo for eternity, fo the neerer we draw to 
him in this life, the more pleaſure we have; for he is 
the Godof al comfort, the nearer we are to him, the 
more comfort, al she wayes of wifedome are wages of ple 
| fare, becaufe they lead nearer to God, who is the cani 
of all comfort. So that is the fecond thing to conf- 
der, the good you fha} have by Chrift, when once 
you feehow miferable you are without him, and that 
you fhall gain fo muchby him. | 


| How fhal! I have him? I may attempt it, and go wit 
out him; I may feeke, and be denied: and therefore, 
in the third place, you ſhall be fure to obtaine; that is, 
a great meanes to encourage us to come unto him, 
when you fee you ſhall not faile, there is nothing can 
hinder on your parr, 2s. you have heard in the prece- 
dent condition; there is required but an earneſt bun- 


therefore nothing. can hinder on your parts: and 
therefore if any thing hinder it, it muſt be on . f 
part. Now what is there on Gods part that hind?s ? 

He hath promifed, and bound himſelfe, and he will 
not goe from his Word, he will not denie him- 
ſelfe: and therefore when there is no hinderance on 
neither part, then why doe you not beleeve ? If 
you will confider Chrift, and fee how he deſcribes 
himfelfe in the Word, if you looke unto all thofe 
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arguments that are propounded unto us therein, to | Seven arga- 
petſwade us, you will make no queſtion; but if you | tod. = per- 
are willing to come, yow are fure'to receive him, you i Chris wil- 
fhall have remiffion of all your finnes. If you confi- | Ungnefte ro 
der, firft, thofe fpeeches in Ezekiel, I deſire vot the death ners, aa 
of afinner > and, Why will yee die, O ye houfe of Ifrael ? 
Such expoftulations are very frequent; O that my pee. , igen 
ple monid returne and, Hen often would 1 bave gathered ture. 7 
yos as the hea gatheresh her chiekiws ? I fay , theſe are 

the ſpeeches of God, and God ſpeaks as he means; 

you fhal! find by the manner, and the faſhion, and the 

figure of the ſpeeches, that God deſires it earneſtly: 

why will ye die, O ye honft of Ifrael? by way of in- 
terrogation: and, © that my people would doe thus and 

thus. Even this God defires, that a finner would re- 

turne- There is no action that God doth, but he doth 

it willingly: that he forgives finners , thar he receives- 

thoſe men that will come homè unto him. You fee in 

the Father of the Prodigall, that doth: expreffe the 
difpofition of God , hee runs to meet his Sonne, he 

was the forwarder of thetwo, he falls upon him, and 

kiffeth him, he could not expreſſe his joy for his com- 

ming home: fuch is the diſpoſition of God: tate 

we delight, as I live, (faith the Lotd) in the death of a 

finner; but rather that he fhould live. And therefore 

when God faith it we have a furer Word, you ſhould 

better thinke of it, undoubtedly: he will receive you to | 


me è r 1 

Againe, conſider how Chrift did in the dayes of his pychritts 
fiefh, how he behaved himſelfe then: was he not ex- L 
ceeding gentle to all that eame unto him, exceeding on earth. 


compaſſionate 
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compaſſionate and: pitifull, ready to heale every one, 
| ready to do anything that was requeſted of him, that he 


E | denied not any that was'importuaate with him? Doe 
you thinke that he hath put off thar difpofition? Ís he 


not the fame fill? As it isin the Hebrewes, Is he not a 
fmercifull High Prieſt ſtill? and that the bowels of 


compaſſion in him melt over a flray ing finner, and is 


ready to receive him, his bowels yearne within him, 


Elſe Chrigs 
blood were 
med in viane 


4 

By the exam 
ple of others 
pardoned, 


an extraordinary nature, firmes:thar were. Of. long’ 


and therefore doubt not but the Lord will rective 
you. i | | 
Againe, of neceffitie he muf reeeive you, or elfe 
the blood of Chriſt were in vaine, his Croſſe and death 
were of none effect. What now can make the death o 
Chriſt to be of none effect, but when it is not regar- 
ded, when his blood is trampled under feet and deſpi- 
fed of men, when it doth no good , when it is not 
improved for the purpofe it was fhed for? Doe you 
thinke that Gd fent his only Son from heaven to die 
acurfed death, and would he have his blood fhed in 
vaine > Now except he fhould receive poore finners 
when they come, the death of Chrift ſhould be of 


none effect. And therefore it cannot be but God muſt 


be ready to receive them. So chat there is no difficul- 


tie in him, all the difficultie is in our ſelves, wę are not 
willirg to come. ee e a rice 
Againe, if wee confider what he hath. done, for o: | 
thers, how many he hath received to mercie, When! 
one fees fuch Rebels ieceived to mercie, and con- 
fiders with himſelfe, and thinks how he gave patdon 

to Adanaffes of his fins; which were crying fins and of 


` continuance 
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continuance : he forgave Marie Magdalews fins, hee 
forgave thefe greater fins, and why ſhould he not for- 
pive me? If onefhould come to a Phy ſic ian, of whom 

e hath heard a greatfame, and if he ſhould meet with 
hundreds by the way of his Patients, and all of them 
fhould tell him be hath cured. them, and healed 
them, it would enconrage a man to goe on with confi- 
dence. Or if one fhould come to a Well, of which 
he hath heard mach, and fhould meet with hundreds 
of people by the way, and all of them fhould tel him, 
we · have been at the Well, and it bath cured us, and 


with confidence, becauſe of the multitude that have 
tryed the experience of it: fo we fhould run to Chrſt, 
when fo many thouſands have beene forgiven , why 
fhould not theſe perfivade us that ha is redy to forgive 
usp as Panl faith, : he hash ſbgped mercy to me, that others 
sight beleeve in dod. Iaman example tortfiee to truſt in 
God : therefore when wee fee hee hath forgiven 


‘oe 1 @ 


made us whole; this would encourage a man to goe. 
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Elfe no fle ſnh 
fhould be ſa- 
ved. : 
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God thould | be worthi ped, men would not regard him, men would 


worthipped. not ferve him: therefore l fay, of neceſſity God muft 


7 
By the inli. 
nuene fle of 
Gods mer- 
cies, 


have mercyupon men, that they may feare him., and 
ferve him, and that men may be willing to ferve him. 
Take a hard Mafter, a cruell King, a man that fhuts 
out men, and excludes them, that they hade ao hope: 
there is none that wifi ferve fuch a man, there is no 
man that will come in to him; but there is merey 
with the Lord that he may be feared and worfhip- 
ped, and men maycome inand worfhip him: and 
therefore doubt not that Ghrift is willing to receive 


y ou ‘ie. E a l 
If all this will not perfwade you, yet in B/sy 55. 
there is one thing more. If it will not enter into your 
thoughts, if you think cr be fuch, if you 
think your fins fo circum ftantiated, as I may fay, that 
they are committed in fuch a manner, that you thinke, 
though others have beene forgiven, yet you cannot, it 
paſſeth your thoughts, you know not how to imagine 
itz yet know, his mercy is above your thoughts: a man 
muft hold that conc luſion ſtill. 
And if this alone will not perfwade me, yet when 


| allthis is put together, when fee the miſery of a man 
without Chrift, when I fee I-thall be happy with him, 


when I fee it is of neceſſity, and, if 1 come, I ſhall 
certainly be received, he cannot refuſe me, all this will 
help to perſwade a manjthis you fhould learnto preſſe 
upon your own hearts. We that are the Miniſters of 
Chriſt are bound to do it: and therefore he hath ſent 
us out to compell men to come in, that his heufe may 
be 


—— 
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be full: therefore he comniands them toge unto the 
high way; and upto. the hedges; andunpel yen gå | To compell 
come in: And what is that? ) That is, be 1u.mpors fees i | 
tunate withthem, promise them, threaten them com- a, 
7 them in the nagae of Chriſt to conſent &rcome 
i wold faing have his Houſo filled, be hath kil- | 
Huf ling ehe would not. have his Table yeady 
nd haye no guaſts ; he would have his houfe: filled 
that his Table might not ba. prepared in. vaine: and 
hat it may not be in vaine, we are to invite you io this 
arriage, we are fo ivite youso this Fatlihge;to'this 
Wigg and Milke: it isa banquet and a banqdet you 
know, what it is: in a banquet there is as much as will 
cheer the body, a concourſe of all pleaſant things: 1. ( 
fch chngs are in Crit, there is {pirituall: comfort;a| 1 . 
cnegurſe, à heap of all ſpirituall ray aud comfort , 
all préciqus.things you can find, and it you. will came 
andiake, you ſhalrhive allihis Jewels, all his Graces, 
to, purifie, and to adorpe you withall. Let this: per- 
wade you tg come in, % fais. iin 
But ede may opiect, I L come in, L muſt loſe my , bject 
ight eye, or my: ight hand, I muft part with my luſts, 1 
which are as deg re to me as xheſe members. 
Iwill bebrife in this point, becaufe will finith thd .. „. 
text at this time, and wil anſwer itevenascbrif doth | 45 >: 
Matth. 5. It is true, me mult do fo, but then remember Though we 
we ſball have heaven for our labour. if heaven be not st rich that 
worthy lofing of axight eye, ora right hand, keept | for Chrit. we 
thipe eyeftill if chou wilt needs keep it; bur thou | hall have 
thalt be ſurę to gor to bell. There needs no other ac 
ſwer: doe but ſeriouſly confider of this: If I will, 
22 H INN 
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I may this luft, this fleſnly defire, but certaine- | 
= will lead me to hell. that anſwer ſerve 
ob. 2. But it may be further objected, If I doe thus I muft 
denie my felfe, and this is a difficule thing for a man 

to offer violence to himfelfe, tocroffe himfelfe in all 

his defires: a man is able to do much, he may be wil. 


ling to take great paines, and to ſuffer much;but to 

call himſelſe fill of his moft inward defires that 
he 

Anfa. 

our Adel we perfects 

228. r 
— your = 

| lay him. 
amaral bim to have fuch and fuch things given it, itis wile- 
ſeaſe ·- | dome for him todenie it, becauſe he nourifheth that 


that would deftroy him: fo here in himſelf isthis dif- 

| eafe, and to give to that is his deſtruction. Sothat 
that which you call your felfe, is your difcafe; and 
and 


therefore every one is to be ruled by the Phyſicians 


| EE 5 you feede your felfe,you feed your difeafe: 
advice, 
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| proa who teacheth to doe otherwiſe. Chriſt teach 
eth us another way, which is for our health and | 
| gi ] cannot Rand to preflethat. 
But I ſhall endure perfecution, and loffe of 

friends, nay, perhaps loffe of life. 

Auſin. Yea, thou fhalt ‘eeiveankundred 9 
thou fhalt have no loſſe by that 
fiad Chrift worth all that thou gi for hime} More |, a nak oe 
I ſhould adde, — — 
tach ve ee c. of Chrift i ts revealed fiom f have ann 

The firft point k haveheard, dta 


inthe Go- Dec. 1. 
pelle zs many ás wil cake Asalfo 
The fecond, that itis by faith: by which we are Do‘. 2 
made::to partake of this ri ezit is revealed | 
from faiths to faith, that is, itis fo revealed as that it is 
taken by faith. 
The third point that weare now to ne Ded. 3. 


Felib, admits e, and. every cin mcis A 
grow from degree i. degree. 

In this propofition, Fasth simlis oF e 

shat we engin to gon from om degree to i find 


fl e that there are degrees of faith. 
Secondly, that we ought to grow from degree to Pd aly i 


degree. 

Forthe fief that I may run thorew them as briefly 
as I can: There are degrees in faith in thefe foure re- 
ſpects. as there are too act of faith, one whereby 

2 we 


*.— 
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its we take Chtiſt and that we calla direct act, by which 
foure Erea we trily lay hold ion him, and receive um as our 
Lord and Saviour. Fbe fecond is thataé of faith by 
which we know we. have. received hic, the reflect 
act, which is aſſurance, both theſe receive degrees. 
The firk receives’ degrees in itinee reſpects i aſt 
receives degrees in-dnsrefpret, which fhall make up 
the furt. . J 
1 The firſt act by which we receive: and také Chrif 
wll. ifthe Melſias offered. unto us, it admits cus Hrſt dagree 
_ thereis a great degree of perſwaſion that C his oft 
‘fered, and that he is durs that he is ginen ij: Gothe 
Fatheriand though find this propoitd in the ‘Ward, 
fthat Chriſt is gen to us, Vet there aretdegrocb of 
"| che perſxaſion of the ttot of this: nd tis we de 
not. woadetiat;'ferithemgh x he daith; and sholpty 
the:perfwalioh be trus amid good, and Eem, yet mot. 
withſtanding it may admit of degrees, eik anyanan: 
might objet, * 2% . „ ped dT 
If a man be fully perſwaded, what needes he more:? 
It he be mo fally perfoded, ine north; ü hebe 
fully perfwaded,tha@makes infaith, and hu cah that 


r 


adm 3e . . 
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it may 
very perſwaſion: though the perfwafion be goog 

true, yet there are degrees in it. As for Example: 
There is ſuch a propoſition of Truth, which] am pèr- 
ſſwaded tobeleeve by arguments that overcome me: 
Imuſt needs yeld to it, and yerthere are more urgu- 
ments and reaſons that may bé brought, chat may 
work a great perſwaſiõ, as we ſay, that may be more 


; | immediate 
a a a a ee O 
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immediate to perſwade us of that concluſion: As a 
man that ſees a thing by a little glimmering light of a 
candle he may fee it certainely and firmely but when 
there come more candles or a torch in he may fe 
more clearely, although he ſaw it certainely before: 
| So the promiſes of God, wee may behold them, 
and apply them tq. our felves to be fure and firme, 
and yet this may admit more degrees: Whenthere is 
more light, and more arguments, when the Spirit of 
Adoption ſpeakes more cleerely and fully to us, there 
may bea greater degree of perfwafion-: and there- 
tore that objection, that either itis not faith, if there 
be doubting, or if it be firm in a m.n he needs no 
more; I fay it is not fo: for faith admits degrees, 
there is a full perfwafion, Co/.a.which intimates there 
is a leſſer faith than that. As, you know, a Ship may Simile 
be carried with agentle gale of wind as well as witha l 
ſtronger gale; though it goe not {o.faft; but it may be 
moved, it may be put on with a gentle wind as well as 
with a ftrong gale. . | 
So a tree may be rooted, and rooted ftrongly and | simile. 
firmly, and yet may be more rootedafterward. The | 
phraſę of {cripture carries it fo, Ob ye of listle faith: 
there is a little faith, and therefore it implies there is a 
ſtrong faith, yet the leaſt is aecounted faith. So Lord 
I heleeve, helpe thou my unbeliefe: it was unbeliefe, and 
yet it was reckoned for beliefe. 
Soour Saviour faid to Peter, Why dof thou doubt? 
| Certainely Peter beleeved, or elſe he could not caſt 
| himfelf upon the waters and yetthere was doubting 
mingled withit, And indeed, if faith were not mixed 
H 3 with 


Simile. 
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naO EOE EEE : 
with doubting, who fhould have faith? Did not Da- 
idteutt God much? and yet his faith was mixed 

with doubting: faith he, 7 h perifh one day by 
the handof Saul: and yet he had faith. Therefore, 
(fay, there may be faith, though we have not fo 
full a perfwafion. | 5 

Objet. But you will fay, How differs it from 
opinion? * | oS 
Wherein faz Anfw. Opinion is an affenttoa truth, witha feare | 
ane.opinen left the contrary may be true. It differs trom opinion 

ö jin the object: the object of opinion is ſomething in its 
owne nature uncertaine, but faith pitcheth upon the 
Word of God, which is in its owne nature infallible, 
and cannot deceive. 

Againe, opinion is a matter of fpeculation, and 
no more. faith isa matter of practice, but that is 
not all. „ 

Opinion goeth no further but ſtayes in a doubt, but 
faith proceedes to full aſſurance: and therefore it hath 

the denomination of full aſſent. As we ſay ofa Wall 
that is a little white, it is white, becauſe it tends to full 
whiteneffe; and as we fay water is hot, that is a little 
hot: fo faith that is but in a little degree, yet. it may be 
true, firm, and Subſtantiall. , | : 

But what is the leaſt degree of faith, the leaſt affent 
the leaſt beliefe of the promifes, without which it 
cannot be faid to be faith? a 
I anfw. the leaſt degree of faith is that which brin 
us to Chriſt, which makes us willing to take him. 
Marke this point, forit will be of much ufe to you, | 
when the promifes of God are preached to you, and 


made 
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made knowne unto you, when the arguments that 
move you to come to-Chrift are declared and made 
manifeft. Now if a man ſtands and knowes not whe- 
ther he were beſt to take him or no, this is not faith, 
ſuch a man acteth nothing, he is ſuch an one as is ſpo- 
ken of in James 1. (for that I take to be the meaning 
of that place) a man that knowes not whether hee 
ſhall come to Chrift or no, that ſtands in a doubt, 
and ſometimes he will go, and ſometimes he will not, 
he is off and on, to and fro; ſuch a man hath not faith, 
fuch an one Chrift rejects: but now when there is ſo 
much weight as will caſt the balance the right way, | 
though there be fomthing left in the other end of the 

Ballance, that is, though there bee fome doubting, 

fome feare, yet if I fo farrebeleeve the promifes, 
and the Word of Ged, as that I am willing to take 

Chrift for my Husband, I am willing to ret on him, 
to pitch on him, to beſtow my felfe upon him ; this 
zs faith, though it come not to the full degree. 

As for example, if one be a fpokefman for aSuitor, 
he comes and tels the Spoufe to whom heis a Suitor, 
that {uch a manis of fuch 1 hath ſuch ho- 

nour and fuch wealth, and is thus qualified; now if} 
fhe be but fo farre perſwaded as that the is 1 
take him for her Hus band, that is enough to bring her 
to make the match, that perſwaſion will bring her to 
doe it; afterward fhe may come to know the thing 
more fully, and to be better perſwaded, but that adds 
to the degrees. So if there be but fo much affent, fo 
much firmneſſe of perſwaſion to bring us to Chrift, 
to make us willing to come to take him for our Savi- 

H4 our, 
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our, and for our Lord; that is che leaſt degree of: 
aith : and though there be doubting left, and though: 
there be fome feares, yet if there be but fo muchas 
will produce that, it is faith. Let me exemplifie it in 
lome other thing: Take Heſter, when fhe was to come 
to the King fhe knew not what fucceffe fhe fhould 
have, fhe was fearfull, as we may [ee by the maner of 
going about the buſineſſe; yet ſeeing there was fo 
much as drew her to the action, fhe comes and ſayes, 
if I perifh, I periſp; as if fhe had doubted fhe might 
have periſhed, yet fhe reſolved to doe it: this may be 
laid to be an act of faith that put her on the worke. 
Take a Martyr that comes to ſuffer, he hath many 
doubts and feares, and yet if there be but {o much per- 
ſwaſion as wil produce the act in him, as that he is mo- 
ved to doe the thing, he may properly be faid tio doe 
it out of faith. : 1 

And fo of all other actions. The three Children, 
od can deliver us if be will (fay they) if he doe not, ve 
will not worſpip that Image that thou haf ſet ap There 
migat be fome doubting in them, and yet becauſe 
there was ſo much truſt in God as to bring them to do 
the thing, here was faith enough to make them accep. 
table in the fight of God. So, I ſay, it there be fo much 
faith as will bring us to God and to Chriſt, that is the 
leaſt degree; other degrees there are that may be ad- 
ded afterwards: but this is thy comfort, if thou have 
but ſo much as will produce ſuch an effect, thou maiſt 
be ſure that thon haſt faith. 


2. In reſpect of Second ly, faith admits degrees in regard of the diffi- 


: diffic ulties. 


culty & hardnes ofthe things that are to be beleeved. 
As 


Of Love. | O51 


As for example, Martha and Mary both beleeved 
in Chrift when be feafted with them, but when Zags- 
us was dead, ariſſad bed inthe grave foure dayes, 
that put them to a ſtand. Now if they had been a. 
ble to beleeve this, there had been a greater degree 
of faith., And that was it that magnified Abrahams 
faith fo, that when there were fopreat difficultie that 
he muſt goe and offer his fonne, the {onne in whom 
God had promifed that his feed fhould bee bleſſed, 
who was called the ſonne of the promiſe. Now here 
— reat degree of ‘faith, becaufe there was great 
ifiicultie. i e Ke 
M eſes, we fee, when he came to believe the pro- 
mife of God in Numbers 11. that fomany; even fix 
hundred thouſand ſhould be fed with flefh, and that 
they fhould be fo fed a whole moneth together, it fet 
Mofes at a tand he knee hot whattofay:Norone day 
(faith hee) not ten dayes, not twenty dayes, but a 
whole moneth together, and fix hundred thoufand 
people! If all ibe Flocks and Herds ſpould be killed, 
andall the Fifhes in the Sea ſpould be gathered together, 
how fhowldthisbe done? This was a great thing to'be- 
lee ve, and therefore Ged pitied Mofes: God ſexth 
when things are hard to be beleeved, and pities man: 
God beares with Moſes in that cafe, becauſe the thing 
was difficult and high: there are ſome things which | 
re above hope, and in fuch cafes God is willing | 15 ner cafes | 
{that his people ſhould aske him a ſigne, hee knowes God is willing 
their ſtrength, they had need of ſomething to o n ria 
confirm thèm. And therefore in ſueh a cafe when Ged n 
comes in ſuch a manner, If they aske hima ſign, God 
is 


Moles. 


Joh. 1.5. 


4. In regard 


extent. 


22 


* ; 
5 


is willing to give them a ſigne: Indeed when men will 
aske a figne.to tempt god: an adulterous generation 
askes a figne : that is, fortriall or t@ptation, not for 
love of Chrift, and to be perfwaded Re is fit for them, 
but an adulterous generation, they did it not out of 
love: but, I ſay, when either the thing is high, or elfe 
when the meanes of perſwaſion is weake and flender. 
As, we know, Chriſt ſaid unto Nathaniel, Doſt thou 


beleeve for this? as if he fhould fay, This ſhewes 


thy faith is great, that for fo {mall a thing as this thou 


beleeveft; Ilaid no more but I few thee under the 


Fig. tree. And this ſhewed the weaknefle of Thomas 
his faithʒ that he would not beleeve, unleſſe he might 
put his finger into the print of Chriſts wounds, and 
his hand into his fide; fo that when a man beleeves 
by ſlender meanes, or when hee beleeves things of 
a higher nature, which is more above hope, when 
there is great difficultie, in this fenfe faith admits 


degrees. o 4 
Thirdly, faith admits degrees in regard. of the ex- 
tent of it, when there are more things revealed te 
them: and, Itake it, this place will carry that, the 
righteouſneſſe of God is revealed from faith to faiths 
that is, the righteaufneffe of Chrift was revealed in 
the time ofthe Law and the Prophets, it was revealed 
obſcurely, and there wasa little faith among them to 
beleeve, it was enough to fave them; but when the 
time drew neerer, there were greater reve lations, as 
we know inthe time of the Prophets, their faith was 
great; as there were more revelations, fo there was 
more faith. So, I fay, it admits degrees in regard of 
the 


. 


| 
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the extent of revelation; as the Apoſties, when Chrif 
was upõ the earth, they had a degree of faith, but whé 
Chrift aſcended, then there were More revelations, 
then they grew from faith to faith, becauſe they grew 
from revelation to revelation, thé the Spirit of God 
was ſent into their hearts to reveale all things, and to 
leade them into all truth: you lad w they had abun- 
dance of revelations afterwards. Sointhis regard, in 
regard ofthe extent, faith receives degrees, not be- 
cauſe the habit is increafed, but becauſe the revelatiõs 
and objects are more. And therefore that is the com- 
fort of poore Chriftians, thoſe that are yet ignorant, 
they may have a true habit, and as true a grace in the 
heart: and though a man be more coaverfant in Scrip- 
ture, and knowes more than they, he hath more reve- 
latiõs, and in that fenſe, though he have a greater faith 
than the other, yet theſother hath like precious faith 
with him in regard of that grace. 
So we fee how faith receives degrees in theſe three 


Now, laft of all, that faichthat gives aſſurance, that 
pacifieth and comforteth the heart, which is noth- 
ing but a reflect act, by which we know and are per- 
{waded that we have taken Chriſt, ãd that our ſins are 
forgiven, this admits of degrees of proofe, And here; 

5 the evidences of ſanctification are more, ſo is the 
aſſurance; as the Apoſtle faith, The firit witneſſ eth 
% our ſpirits: he diſcovers good things to us, we 
had need of the light of the ſpirit to judge aright of 
the ſinceritie of the graces that we have, we ſnall goe ; 
amiffe elfe, we fhall not be able except we have the |, 


Spirit to helpe and aſſiſt us, and fo we grow from affi- 
rance to aſſurance. 3 
Now for the fecond part, that we muft grow in 
| sWe muft la- all thefe. © 
in chelede Firſt, as faith admits of degrees, ſo we muſt labour 
grees, to grow in all theſe degrees. 

Firſt, labour to grow to a mare fulland firme affent, | 
by that means we fhalt dra neerer to Chriſt, and re- 
ceive him in a greater meaſure. Marke, this very act 
of taking Chrift, that immediately juſtifies. but it is 
fed with the aſſuraace in underſtanding it is that which 
r. In perſwaf· doth increaſe, and ſtrenthen, and fupplie this action 
on. ofthe will in taking Chriſt. So that the more ſtrong 

| affent the mindeand underſtanding ofa mia givesto 
thofe truths. which concerne juftification, del:vered in 
the Seripture, the ſtronger his willis initaking Chrift, 
As in ebe actqof marriage, a woman takes fuch agne 
to be her husband, but yet there are degrees in the 
will, one may take him with greater greedineſſc, with 
| a more full perſwaſion that it is beft fot her, with 
. fſmore love, and with more reſolution. So the ftronger 
Y.. (the affent is that we give to the promiſes of God, 
wherein he aſſures us of the pardon of our ſins where- 
in Chriſt is offered freely unto us, the more we take 
Cbriſt, and {o the union is greater betweene us, we are 
linkt and knit together, and married, as it were, in 

a greater degree. ö 

2,Tobeleeve! Secondly, in regard of difficultie, which is the fe- | 
{dificulties. | cond thing wherein faith admits degrees, when we be- 
leeve hard things, or eaſie things propounded with 
flenderarguments. Labour to grow inthis, for this 
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is very profitable for syotk I wilk gide you bur chene | 
pete | 


texo indess. ici tues lose toed „ 7191. 
ei know Whit Mofas laſtꝭ and whan Hal 


d thiss; badia fe Hon ajh wb [pared shisni vsely 
Son: which is repeated Roms: ge: ‘iors bans vite 
in faith, cave Flur ue. And therefore you fee 


= 


| wọ 


Abrahansis RE above af men, he is the tittier-of all 


the Fach te lorie hend, the topioftHdie cowie: 
God fhewed mercy, he ſnewed mer töd R. 
hakis- faken: Abb, Wf ake ani dri : tbr allan 
isfirfE this Aid Abraum get for Veri hecauſè he bë- 
ler ved th ‘God info gréat a matter. This you (ball 
gd if Vou Wwillticleevelie I bring a great reward; 
1 only bring ditewavd fact Hs Hab had 

utit will bringtnerealée- UE the fame faith, God will 


reveale ‘more to you, and give you more of his 


Spirit, as he did to Nalaniti. Beleeveſt thou for 

fis, Rith -Chake www thule ſer greuter- Hines 
than thieſe. If we belékve in difficult: taks; Gd 
will make us with facflitie to beleeve them another 


ſtime. 


Thirdly, for the multitude of revelation, for the 


extenteſ faith, thar way we ſhauld labour tobe filled. To 1 


full of faith, ab Barnabas is aid to be füll of faith 


And 


i el 


enen 
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And how isthat? By ftudying the Word much, for 


cho hwe come so the highęftif we have but lite, 


therein will Ged reveale this: this isit that Pas! mag: | 
nifies ſo much in 2 Coer.12. that which be gloried in; 3 
he doth not name it in hisowne perfon, but fith, 
knew a man in Chrif that had fuch a reyelation: ** 
glories not inthis, that he had wealth or honour but 
in the multitude of revelations; that of all other 
might have exalted Paul, but he "was wife, he knew 
what he did when he was fo apt to be exalted, in that 
it ſeems there was {Ge extraordinary excellEcy int. 
cl Laftly, labour to San add more li 
rance you have, the more 
Agęiine, you Y Tp moie wee RE | 
you are afluredthat your Lebeur (hall not be iz vaine in 
tbe Lørd: as I Cer. nal will wake zon abound inthe 
workes of she. 


„Againe, i itcflablidheth a men in fel doing be shall 
never hold out and be conſtant till he come to have aſ- 
— — the uta tat fo pay 

gf im. name 0 
not leave the poi unfinithed. : ae K 

The firſt is a ufe of much comfort. Ifchere be 

fuch degrees in faith then let us not be difi 


yet fince there are degrees, this ip cnong enough to make 
is partakers of the right nefs of Chriſt, and of fal- 
vation. The end of this is to comfort thoſe that are 


apt to be diſcouraged. A Itttle eof true muske 
is able to fwecten a great dedde 80 f faith be true, 


a little true faith will perfume all the heart and foule,| 
| it hath influence into every thing, and it puts agood}- 


tincture 
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tincture upon all that a man dothʒ though it be but lit- 
tle, yet the influence is great. Therefore though thou 
have not a meaſure of faith, it thou have a little, 
comfort thy ſelfe with that; we know the leaſt bud 
drawes fap {rom the root, as well as the greateſt bran; 
ches; as truely : fo they that bud, that are but yet in 
the beginning of faith yet they’ are as ‘truely Teen, i 
fed into Chriſt, & receive life from him, as thoſe tar 
are growne Chriſtians. And therefore be not difcou: | ~ 
raged becauſe thou haft not as yet a great meaſure of 
faith: {ay not, Becaufe I am ict 25 ſtrong às: fach- 
therefore I am̃ no body; reafontioe{o, ifthow have | 
but as much as will bring thee within the door,with- 

in the Covenant, within compaſſe once. It is true 
when a man is within the doore, there are greater do. 
grees; he may goe färther in the Houle; Ot u little 
way in, but all E well when he is im oer. Sb irfath’| 

a litele faith — man withinthe Cove- 
nant,to put one within the Gate of Heavenusit were 
indeed whei they are in, fome goe further and foie 

oe not fo farte: but if thdu be in arall comfort thy’ 

elfe with that, and thinke not that every little infir- 

mitie fhail break the covenant when thou att in. No, , 

that which makes a divorfe betwixt God & you wi 

doe it, but every infitmitie dott not that. Take heed 
therefore of robbing God of his glory, and your |, Insane 
ſelves of comfort; you know what a father he is; he oseake not the 
is a tender anda wilé Pather: we rétkon. it is wife- 
domein parents when they cotifider the infirmites of 
children: God is wife let us goe to him · A father 

will beare with his fonnt,and receive him againe and 


againe, 


i er a ian 1 aa 
againtc, though, he have jntimises..50 G 


Geese ttf i 0 h 
Satan labours, Now it is Satang end indeed to difcourage: and re; 
n dicousgel member but that, that the thing he labours is to per- 


n |] 


| Jo; asa Narfe amozghir children Mer fhould be ten- 


. | desabreart to kindle it he.d 
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— 4 2 tes “WT awe Me. — 


Of Fait: | 


chr / hat mough as (ce many Ih c w 
though: he, leg: we. shave litle grace, f Lictle, fich, 
yet we ase fons, Ged will {pare, us; agd Tiere 
ug away your, hope, but labour so. kor, th ere E 
yaube butas faking eat eS ohare is fre. phere, agit 
well as if it wera og flame igas . 


{wade you that you havg no faith, and. spat ble}. 
wiljmorferve thetwanicwand gut HU shou ark 
nok fo Ryong as thoſtrengeſt. Chriftians that therefore 
thou haſt a fall heart. and art no body at allshis endis 
to diſcourage, labour to refit him. Hand we that are 
Miniſtets af h: G in thiscaferqgomfort en- 
ogurage yous as PRIK Paid fait i A 474 geptle unge, 
der over you, and comfort, and encourage you, we are 
not Lonel yonr Jaith. And therefore ig Ezekiel 3. 
it was thefents ofthe Shephard shox. ed oves the: 
people withrigour sas. we af Helpers g fe jaja or 
what bave we to. doe, but what our Malter.hath fet: | 
ns abourte dog? as he did. Howdidhe behaye him]. 
(Hier The fingking. Flat, Ag did, blow iwigi aten 


4 saje nor roughly | 
wich it. Sothe Minifters of Cod fonte labouys to. 


build chem up, to draw them on. Indeed ſymetimes 


the Miaifter inuſt be sharp, to: wabe men when 
they fleepe,: tos diſcover -hypocrites and tempor}: 
zing profc flours, to track thofeta know. theinſelves/ 
that have a form of godlinęſſe without the = 

| thereof: 
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thereof: here the word preached muft be a two-edged 
Sword, that muft pierce betweene the marrow and the joynss: 
| here the word muſt be as the Thunder and: Lightning, 
it muſt have terrour in it. So Chriſt comes with his Fan 
in his band, and with his Axe in his hand, he will burne 
the chaffe with unguenthable fire, and hem down the un- 
fruitfull Trees: But this is to be underſtood of thoſe 
that are falfe-hearted, thoſe that are not found, that 
have Chrift offered them, but doe not receive him. 
Indeed to thoſe our Minifteric is fharp, but lor o- 
thers it is not fo, And therefore in Ezek, 34. e are 
to doe as the Shepheards doe there with their Flocks, 
= Sheepe are weake , and are not able to goe the 
pace of the reft; fome are broken, fome are loft , 
and fome ate gone aſtray, and fome are great with . 
young: our buſineſſe is to ſeeke thofe that are loft, to 
drive on according to the pace of the weakeft, to bind 
| up the broken, to carry them in our armes: thus Chrift 
dia, and if we fail in this, Chrift,who is the great Shep- 
heard ofthe flock, he fees it; if we goe aſtray, he fetches 
us ie, if we be broken, and have loft our wool, and be 
not in right order, he bindes us up, he feeds us, and ten- 
ders us; thus Chrift deales with you, And therefore 
be not difcouraged, though thou be not fo ftrong as 
the ftrongeft, yet if thou be a Sheepe, if thou be in the 
fold, if thou haſt the leaſt degree of faith, it is able to 
‘make thee partzker of this righteoufheffe , although 
‘thou have not the higheft degree, though thou have 


not that excellencie that others have. 1 

| The fecond ufe is, to exhort yon to grow in faith. %. 2 

(and fo Tend.) Content not your felves with a little, a — paging 
1 IiItmuall n faa A 
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{mall meaſure of faith, though not v ithſtanding a lit- 
tl will {erve to put you in the ſtate of ſalvat ion, yet 
jit fhould be your wifedome to get a great degree, as 
ithe Apoſtle faith , 1 Pet. 1. 13. Trof perfectly in the 
grace brought in by the revelation of Chsift.. (Marke it, 
i for it is an excellent place for this purpofe, ſtudie it, 
and think well of it.) Truſt perfectly in the grace 
revealed; that is to.fay, doe it not. by halves, let not 
there be fome odde reckonings betweene God and 
thee, Gand not in. diftance from him, but truſt upon 
him perfectly, beleeve fully and aſſuredly that your 
fins are forgiven you, beleeve fully the grace that is 
given you through Chrift, doe it perfectly, through: 
ly; truſt perfectly in the grace brought in by Chrif, 
that is our fault that we doe it-not in fuch- a manner: 
hence it is that our joy is weake, our grace ts:weake : 
truſt perfectly, that jour joy:may be full, that you may 
have tull communion and fellowfhip wich Chriſt: the 
benefit is exceeding great when. we truft perfectly, 
and why will you not? why fhould you limit the 
m one of Ifrael? It was their fin and tranfgreffton 
to limit him in his power and al-fufficiencie, as if he 
| were not able to doe ſuch and fuch things, and is it 
not as great a fin to limit him in his merey and good- 
neſſe? Why cannot he forgive finnes and tranſgreſſi- 
ons, that in all circumftances are the greater fins, in 
what nature ſoever? To thinke otherwiſe is to limit 
the Holy one of Ifrael: truſt perfectly therefore, It 
is not a little that will ferve the turne, as the Apoſtle 
Motivesto faith, 2 Pet. 3, vlt. Grow ia grace. There is need of it, 
ro. you hall find, that as you wade further in the profeſſi- 


on 
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on af Chriſtianitie, fo you fhall have need of more 
ſtrength, you ſhall have greater imploy ment, therfore 
you have more need of growth to goe forward and 
perſevere. 

Againe, you ſhall meet with greater temptat ions 
and aſſaults; if you be not more ſtrong then at the 
firſt, you are not able to reſiſt. 

Againe, if you grow in Faith, you ſhall grow like- 
wife in joy; and that is a thing which we have conti- 


1y 


3 

We need 
moreftreag 
daily. 


D 
e meet 
Sleater af- 
faults. 


We all 
hergby 


nuall ufe of, that is of hourely ufe to comfort and | S in jey. 


ftrengthen us, to make us abound in the works of the 
Lord, that helpe us to goe thorow all variety of con- 
dit ions: that enables us to abound, & to want, to paffe 
thorow good report, and cvili report, to ſuffer and endure 
perfecution. Now the more you grow in Faith, the 
more you grow in joy, as the A pofle faith, Kc . 15. 
13. Fhe God of peace fulfill you with all 10y by beleeving. So 
that the more we beleeve,the more joy., the more con- 
ſolation we have. | 

aine, the more you grow in Faith, the more you 
mall gaine the favour of God, the more you (hall win 
with Bis love: there is nothing in the World doth fo 
much win the favour of God as.a great degree of 


faith: and therefore though thou maiſt be faved with |. 


a leſſe degree, yet that thou maift be in a greater de- 
gree of favour, feeke more faith: and this, though it 
be reckoned a {mall matter to have a great degree of 


Gods favour, yet it is the greateſt dignity in the 


World» Looke upon all the difference of men, it is 

their difference in the favour of God that makes them 

fo. Why was AMaſes a man above all the reſt? — 
12 


— nn — — — 
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God, I vid have compaſſion upon whom I vill have com · 

paſſien, and Iwill bes mercy to whem I vill few mercy, 

i have chofen Mofes: leoke to what diffefece of men 

you will: looke into what eftate, what condition 

thou wouldeſt have, either for thy foule or thy body, 
what foever it be, it is by the grace and favour of God | 
in Chrift Jefusthat all thy comfort and confolation | 
increaſeth. i | 
D What ſhall make me grow in the favourof God? | 
Nut. I anfwer, there is nothing that cauſeth God to fet | 
Axfw. ſo much by us as faith, The woman of Canaaa, fee 
Faith maketh what cauſe Chrift had to give her ſuch 4 great com: | 

c 


eg taten | risendation, great is thy faith; and becanfe her faith 


the favour o 
God. was great, therefore he fet her at fo high à rate. So the 
Centurion; faith Chrift, Z have net found fà great faith! 
in Ifrael, and that is the thing cht he fet fo great a| 
price upon. So jacob when he got the name of fre, 
when he prevailed with God, certainly it was the grea- 
teft hleſſing that ever he had. Why was that? Becaufe 
he fhewed the greateft faith gt ever he did, it was a 
| rang faith that prevailed with God. And What fer 
| him at ſo high a rate in Gods Booke? It vas tHe faith 
he had in God, and therefore he wis remembred in 
the whole Book of God for his faith. Therefore the ; 
more faith you have, the more God prizeth you, it is 
it that wins his love. 1 cannot ftand upon the arpti- | 
ments why we fhould grow in faith; they are many: 
the more faith we have, the more powerfull are our 
prayers in prevailing with God, for faith givs ſtrength | 
to them. n 
prafel. HAgaine, the more faith you have, the more you 
* | bring 


/ Faith. 
bring glory to God, if there be much faith, there will 
be much fruit, it is the root of all grace: as Jvbn 15, d. 
Herein is my Father glorified, that you bring forth much 
fruit. Get much faith chen if you will have much fruit, Ged. 
that you may bring glory to God: as if he fhould fay, 
If a man have but ſome faith he brings forth fruit, yet 
there fhall be fomething wanting: but when a man is 
eminent, when he is conſpicuous, when he is a great 
light that every man turnes his eye to, when he is as a- 
Tree that brings forth much fruit, which turns the eyes 
of the beholders to it. So it is with Chriftians; herein, 
faith Chrift, is my Father glorified, &c. 
A Chriftian hath no ſnch motive as this, he fall 
lorifie God exceedingly, if he have abundance of 
ith, he ſhall have abundance of every grace, he ſhall 
row rich in goed works è this is that which we fhould all 
abour for: I cannot ſtand to preſſe it further, So much 
for this time, and forthis Text. 
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The frf Sermon. 


1 Thef. x. 3. 
Remembring your Effettuall Faith, &e. 
NN the former Verfes the Apoſtle fet- 

T5 | teth downe this generall, Wee give en 
WEINE thanks almayes for you, making menti- 
ene, you in our prayers, without ceagng, 


thanks for them he expreſſeth by the continuance of it, 
sing, (not by fits) making 


. ' 8 z ; 
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E 
mention of yen in ney prayers. Then he names the particu. 
lars for which he gives thanks, namely theſe three: 
Effectuall Faith. 
For en Palgen Love. 
Patient Hope. 
Now theſe three Graces he defcribeth and fetteth 
forth three wayes 3 : 
Firft, from a certaine property or character which 
diftinguifheth the true faith from the falfe faith, thé | 
true love from the falfe love, the true hope from falfe 
hope. I give not thanks for every faith, but for fuch 


|2 faith as is effectuall: (that is the propertie or chara- 


cter by which the truth of faith is difcerned-) Againe, 
not.for every love, but for fuch a loveas is laborious, 
(for fo the word fignifteth. ) Thirdly, mot for every 
hope, but for fuch a hope as makes = patient, (that 
isthe character by which to know hope.) And this is 
the firft way whereby he defcribeth thefe Graces. l 
Secondly, he deſcribeth them from the object upon 
which thefe graces are pitched, and that is Jefus Chrift 
our Lord. That is to fay, I give thanks forthe faith 
you have in Chrift,for the love you have towards him, 
for the hope you have of what he will doe for you: I 


give thanks for that faith, for that love, for that hope, 


that hath Chriſt for the object of it. 

Thirdly, he deſcribeth thefe graces from the fince- 
ritie of them: I give thanks for all theſe gtaces that 
you have in the fight of God, that is to fay, not in the 
fight of man onely; as if he fhould have faid, Many 
make a profeffion of faith, and.goe for beleevers in 
God, and for lovers of God, andmen judgethem fo: 
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but you have it inthe fight of God; that is, notonly{ / 
in the fight of men, not onely in yout own fancie, ap- 
prehenſion, and opinion, but indeed, in good earneft, 
in ſinceritie. , 
Laftly, In the fight of God our Father: he defcribes 
God by this property, he is a Father. I need not fay 
more for the opening of the words. We will come to 
that point for which we have choſen them, which is 
the firſt thing for which he gives thankes. 
Remembring your Fffeduall. 
This point we will deliver to you out of them, that, 5, 
The faith that faves us must be Effectuall Faith. The faith that 
This Doctrine we have need to adde to that which | faves us mut 
we formerly delivered: for having ‘faid fo much of | © ‘feuall. 
faith, that faith is that that ſaveth men, and that there 
is no more required of you but to take the gift of righ- | 
teouſue fe, onely that you receive Chrift, onely that 
you beleeve in God that juftsfiech the sngodly; that is, that 
you onely accept of that juftification that God is rea- 
dy to give every man, be he never fo ungodly. Now 
( when we heare fo much of faith, and that there is 
nothing at all required of us buta meere taking, leſt a- 
ny man fhould be deceived, and run away with a falfe | oo. | 
opinion, that if he have but a naked apprehenfion, and do deceivef 
no more, he fhall doe well enough) 1 have chofen this | themfelves, >. 
Text, that you may know what kind of faith it is that is 
required of us, namely, Effeduall Faith. The faith that 
ſaves us muſt be effectuall. š 
Nom Saint Paul adding this word to it, ( Remem. 
bring your Effe duall Faith) he gives us this intimati- 


on, that there is a faith which is not effectuall: there 
x i 1S : š 


Of Effettuall Faith. = 
13.4 faith in the world that goes for true faith, which, if 
it be examined, is nota faith that faves. We ſee, through 
the Scriptures, much mention made of a certaine faiai: 
which men had, which yet was not a faving faith; wee 
(ce many came and beleeved in our Saviour, but he woald 
not commit himſelfe to thems for he knew what was in their 
hearts, Iehn 2, 23, 24. Here was a faith to beleeve in 
him: nay further, it was fuch a faith as had ſome effect 
too (for it made them come to him) and yet, for all 
this, it was not fuch a faith as God accepts, it was not 
an effectuall faith. | 

So when Zehn Baptiſt came before Chrift, there were 
many hundreds that came to him, and rejoyced in his 
light, John 5. 55. but it was not effectuall, but a 
. faith that they had, not vithſtanding all 
that: N a a ) 

So there came many that were invited to the wedding, 
Mat. 22. 8. 9 (0 that the heufe was full, but yet every man hed wos 
ro, 11. ope- @ Wedding Garment. There was a certaine faith which 
. brought them to the houſe, hut they had not true faith, 
weddi g they had not the Wedding Garmentz that is, they had 
ha not ſuch a faith as could produce and bring forth in 
„ them a conjugall affection, which is the Weddin 

‘Garment. So two of the foure grounds had faith, they 
| brought forth fome fruit, that faith ftrengthned and 
Mat. 3- enabled them to doe fo much as they did; but yet it 
was not true faith, it was not the faith which the fourth 

ground had, 2 
And not onely in the new Teſtament, but in the 
Old Teſtament alfo, there is alfo mention made of 


ſuch a faith, and of ſuch a truſt in God, as enabled men 
| to 


men have a 
falle faith, 
proved by in- 
ſtances roth 
in the 

and {New Te- 
ſtament. 
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to dod muth, but it was not an unfeiꝑued truſt, it was 
| not effectuall, but as in Ter. 3. 10. Treacherous Judah 
#| kash t turned to me with her whole heart, but frgnedly, 
ſaith the Lord. Therefore certainty, faith the Lord, 
their tutne of evill and miſery ſnall come:they truſted 
in God, but not with their whole heart. 
86 likewife Dent. 5. 25. the peopk thete deſire 440- 
fad go uind receive the Commiandemefits from God 
ſot them, and whatfoever God fhould fay to them, 
that would they doe: here was a faire profeffion, it is 
likely themſelves thought it to be found and good, yet 
Aoſes telis them they wate deetived in it: oht ith hee, 
that this peple bad an: hears! to doe this indeed, 
vente 29. SW, wë fée there is a faith that is not effe- 
Guill, and therefore we have thé mire need to looke 
co it’, becaufe there is d much falfe Faith in rhe 
wortd. As; en you that are. Tradeſmen doe heart 
that thete are ſd mih counterfeit Drugges, ‘or fo 
many counterfeit Colbuts, or whatfoever you 
deale in, ‘you will looke the more to it: fo wee 
Would che bertet to Our faith ia-thisrégard.-There-| 
1 this point a little we will doe theſe thrée |" 
e 8 
Firſt, Iwill ſnew the-caufe why there is fo much 
uneffectuall faith, why there is ſo much faith that is 
not found dh’ ſuſdſtant il... 
” Secoudly, I will thew wherein the efficatie of faith 
eonfiſts, what it is forfath ro be effectual: . 
Thirdly, I will (ew the reafons wliy God will ac- 
nóorher Faith ac our bands, why we cannot be 


— unleſſe e habe fath Hitch. 
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| Forthe firft,namely the caufes of uneffectual faith, 
The caufes the reafons why the faith of many is uneffectuall, tha 


8 9 m it works not powerfully,that it is not ſubſtantiall, you 
uneffe ctuall· (hall find them to be theſe five. l : 
= * Firft,che vanitie or uneffectualneſſe of faith arifet 
Caufex, upon our taking of Chriſt upon miſ- information, 
Taking when we know not who it is that we take, when there 
Chrift upon | 18 an errour in the perfon we take, when we underſtand 


not aright what wedge. Many .doe as the young man 
that came running to Chrift, he came haftily he made 
account to be his follower ; but Chrif tels him, that 
young | he might miſtake him: and therefore he lets him know 


tion, 
Inflances. 
I 


The 


pani what it was to follow him, what a Mafter ke had be- 
ine i taken himſelfe unto: faith he I thow wiis be my fer- 


vant goe (ell all that thou haſt. As if he ſhould have ſaid, 
Miſtake me not, if thou wilt be mine, thou muſt be 
mine altogether, thou mug take up thy Croſſe, thou 
muft part with any thing. Now if the young man 
had gone away with this miftake, that ke had. not un- 
derſtood Chriſt, hee had become a Diſciple of 
Chriſt, as well as others, but it had beene upon a 
miſtake. a | 
And fo likewife that Scribe to whom Chrif faid, 
The Sonne of man hath not whereon 10. lay his head.: as if 
be ſhould have faid, It may be thou looke ft for eaſe, 
for bed and boord with me, thou lookeſt for a plea- 
ſant life; but it will not be ſo, I lead not a pleaſant 
life my felfe, 1 have not whereon to lay my head, I am 
not in fo good a condition as many Fowls are, as ma- 
ny Beafts are, I have not a neft, I bave not a den; that 
is I have not that which ſhould be in ſtead of theſeto 
me 


2 
The Sctibes}, 
Mar. 8. 20. 
opened. 
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. A, 


mee, and therefore know what thou doft before thou 
betake thy {elfe to my fervice. Now men, not confi- 
dering this, they put themfelvs upon Chriſt, they take 
upon them the profeſſion of his Name, before they 
enter into a ſerious confideration, and this is it that 
caufeth Faith to be uneffectuall: as one ſpeaking of 
falſe fortitude, names this for one amongſt the ref - 

Many (ſaith he) are valiant for want of experience; 1 
that is, they know not what the wars are, they know n 
not what hardneffe they muft endure , and therefore 

when they come to feele it , when they come to fee 

what painesthey muĝ take, and what they muſt en- 

dure, they fhrinke, So it is in this, many men enter 

upon the profeſſion of Chriftianitie , upon that war- 

fare (for ſo our profeffion is called) I fay, many enter 

upon it: out of miſtake, they underſtand not what it 

is; they have not experience of it, they not how many 

will come againſt them, they know not that the force 

of their enemies is ſo great, they know not that they 

have ſo many thouſands to meet them, therefore they 
undertaks the buſineſſe, they goe about the enterpri ſe, 

and it comes to nought, becauſe they conſidered not 

what they dide Therefore, faith Chrif, Let him 

that builds 4. Houſe, fee downe before what it will cof : 

That is to ſay, if a man conſider not what Chrift looks | What Chris 
for at his hands, it he confider not before - hand, that if 1 bis 
he will be Chrifts, he muſt crucifie the fleſb, with the af. leer. 
feBions thereof, that he muſt deny him ſe fe in thoſe things 

that are deereſt to hios, be muſt be content to be ha- 

ted ef all men, this is a 1 will goe hard. This 

is that that a man can hardly endure ; to be ſcoffed 

at 


— .. 
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| at, to have every man his enemy, to part withall his 
| friends, to live a deſpiſed man, to ſuffer perfecution, 
\ thatthe end of one perfecution fhould be the begin- 
ning Of another, dnd the end of one fuffering the be- 
ginning of another. 

Againe, for a man to have his inward lufts and de- 
| fires ſo mortified, and fo crucified, and fo reftrained, 
to be fo ftrait-laced in every thing; I ſay, becaufe 
men conſider not this, hat it is to take this profeſſion 

on them, when the time comes what doe they? They 
goe back againe. Hence it is that many, out of flaſhes, 
and in good moods, will be ready to embrace Religi- 
on; but we fee by experience how ſoon there is an 
end of it. As the people when Chrift came to Iers- 
ſalem, how ready were they to receive him with Ble 
' isthe that comweth in the Name of the Lord, and Mafa- 
na, c. But how foone were they gone againe? So 
many young commers On in this Citie,and many,even 
of our profeffion, in the beginning of their time are 
ready to take upon them the profeffion of Chriſt: but 
afterwards, when they come to fee what muſt be done, 
when they fee that Chrift andthe world cannot ſtand 
together, that Chrift and pleaſures cannot ſtand, but 
they muſt be content to goe another courſe , ſthen the 
goe back, and their faith proves uneffectuall. This (i 
fay) is the firf& cauſe, when men are not throughly in- 
formed what they doe. | 
Caufe2: | A fecond cauſe of the uneffe&ualneffe of faith is, 
eg, Sag when men take Chrift out of feare, when they are} 
infome preſent diftrefle, and would have eafe, and 
upon this they take Chrift , not becaufe of any tru 


lov 


3 


love to him, but becaufe they would be delivered ont 
of that prefent exigent which they are in; and this 
is as uſuall as the other. How many are there, that 
when God affrights them a little with the terrours of 
the Law, when their conſciences are troubled, when 
they begin to apprehend Hell, ſo long as tliey are in 
fuch a condition, they are willing to take Chriſt, but 
as foon as theſe ſtormes are over, and their hearts are 
at peace againe, when their confciences returne to 
fome quiet, and when there is an end of thoſe ter- 
rours, then there is an end of their Religion, and of 
their faith, fo that their faith proves uneffeAuall > 
So many men, when they are in fome great calamitie, 
as, you know, Pharaoh, when he was in the prefent 
ſtrait, then he would doe any thing: fo many men 
under great croſſes, afflictions, and difgraces in the 
World, then they will be religionssbut let them have 
peace and proſperity, let them abound in all things 
aine, and they will forget God. Such Eſay com- 
plaines of, chap. 5 8. They hang demne their beads fur a 
day: that is, when the forme is on them, whene 
have fome affliction, for ſuch a time they will doe 
any thing, there is nothing more uſuall than this. 
AN hen men come to have ſickneſſe, and to apprehend 
death, what will sot a man doe for his falvation at 


that few of thofe that make ſuch promifes in their 

ſickneſſes, when they apprehend death, do keepe them 

afterward; for they come from feare, and therefore 

they laſt not. 

Take any man, the moft ambit ious man in the world 
when 


ſuch a time? And therefore you find by experience Promifes 
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- $$ ree 
when be comes to die, the praiſe of men is then no- 
thing to him, them he will part with any thing. Take 

Simile, ⁊ covetous man, to fave his life what will not. he doe? | 
A Merchant that loves his goods never fo well; yee 
when the Ship is ready to fink he will caft them out, 

he is willingto loſe them rather than to lofe his life. 

Men inex- | So whena man comes to fuch an exigent, when hee 

fainchave cOmes to ſtand in the gate of deſſruction, as it were, | 

C riſt, but when he fees Heaven and Hell before him, he is ready 

forout to doe any thing then, not becaufe indeed he loves 

i Chrift, or is. willing to take him, but to fave himſeiſe: 
as the foolith Virgins , when the gate was fhut , then 
they cry, Lerd, Lord, open to us. They would faine 
have had Chrif then, not out of love to Chrif, for 
| tben they would have taken him before: it was not 
out of any love to the Bridegroom, but out of feare, |. 
and fenfe. of their owne miferie that they had when 
they were fhut out, and that made them cry, Lord, 
Lord, open to uu. And this is the fecond cauſe that 
makes the faith of men to be uneffectuall 5. when they 
take Chrift out of feare. 

Canfe The third caufe is, when men take Chrift, not out 

a ii of love to his perſon, but out of love to thoſe com- 

Chrift fer | Modities and advantages they ſhall have by him, when 

Jove of ine they looke not upon him, when they fixe not their 

by bim, n eyes upon his perſon, and the beauty that is in him: 

not for love but they locke upon the Kingdome, they look upon 

to his perſon. the wealth they. mall have, they look to what t 

Note, fhall get by him: This faith proves une ffectuall, be- 
ſi4cauſe when other commodities are prefented that are 
preſent & ſenſible, and in their apprehenſion greater 

1 than 


ya 
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than theſe, that they let Chrift goe againe. Men doe 
in this cafe as thoſe that marry for wealth; if chat be 
their end; when they have gotten the wealth that they 
would have , when they have that which they defire, 
they care for their wives no longer: fo in this cafe, 
when men looke at nothing but finply at Heaven dif- 


advantages, when they look at an earthly Kingdome, 
(as many of the Difciples did) when they looke for 
great matters by Chrift in this world; when they find 


all that they have is in hope, it is in things ſpirituall, 
that are not feen with the eye, things that are not, fen- 
fible, then they are ready to flip from Chrift aga ine. 
So it is uſually among us, many take Chriſt for ad: 
vantages, as Chrift tels them plainly, Jobs 6. faith he, 
Ton feoke me not for the Miracles which I did, but for the 
laves e that is to iay, not out of love to the work, not 
becanfe you judge aright ef the things of the ſpirit, 
not becaufe you love grace, but becaufe you love 
fome advantage that we have by religion, fome profit 
that it brings you forthe prefent, and becaufe you 
would be freed from Hell forthe future, fuch things 
as carnall men may fee and be affected with: but this 
will not hold out: | | 
The manner of theſe men is to feeke mercy, and 
not grace. If they can be but aſſured that itiſhall goe 
i well with them, that they fhall be freed from the 
feares they might have of Hell, that they may have 
fome hope of being in a better condition, this is 
\that-they looke for: but as for grace, for repairing 
2 it 


joyned from Chrift or when they look at fome other 


it quite otherwife , when they lofe in the world, and 
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Some men 


feck me cy, 
and not grace 


132 Of &ffettuall Faith, 


the Image of God in their hearts to be enabled to o- 
bey Chrift in all things, this is a thing that they de- 
fire not, this is a thing they long not for: therefore the 
fecret inquiſition of their heart is, What good fhall |. 
wee get by it? They enquire not what ercellencie 
and what beauty there is in Chriſt, hat maner of one 
he is, that they may love him; but what mall 
we get by him? what advantage will it be to us? 
Contrary to that in Cant. 5 12. When the Spouſa is 
rae ‘že | there asked what the reaſon was that fhe followed her 
Beloved fo much, and that fhee magnified him fo 
much’; fhe doth not tellthem, Becaufe I fhall have- 
fuch things by him, or he is thus wealthy, or I fhall |. 
have this honour by matching with him: but marke 
her anfwer, My Beloved is white and ruddy, the ebsefe 
_ _ (among ten thonſand; his head is as the mof fine Geld, bis 
locks ave blact as 4 Raven, bis eyes are as the. eyes of 
Doves by the Rivers of waters; waed with milke, and |: 
fitly fet: and fo ſhee goes along in a holy delectati- 
on, This is my Beloved , O yee Daughters of Feruſa- 
‘lem, I fay,fo it is with thofe that take Chrift in good 
earneft , that look upon the excellencies of Chrif, |. 
liens tod as hee isconfidered in himfelfe, not that the other is 
It our n |ex¢luded: for we may looke at the advantages and 
advantages. (commodities that we have by him, but not upon 
by Chr. that alone: but marke, in her anfwer fhe defcribeth 
{whara one he was, and therefore fhe loved him. My 
Beloved is white and ruddy , the faireft of ten thou- | 
fand, fuch a one is my Beloved : therefore Chap. 1. 
Ver. 2 the deſcribes him to be fuch a one as hee is 
and (faith the) therefore the Virgins love thee : as if ſhe 
. had 
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had ſa id, there isa Harlots love, that looks only what 


they ſhall have by him: but none but Virgitts,that is, 


thoſe that have chaſte and good affections, thoſe that 
have holy and right affections, indeed the Virgins love 
thee, but the others doe not, for they have adulterous 
and Harlot- like affections (as we may call them, when 
a man looks not unto God himfelfé, but to his owne 
advantage and profit.) And this is the third cauſe that 
makes faith prove une ffectuall. 1 
Fourthly, faith proves uneffectuall for want of pre- 
paration and humiliation that fhould go before it, be- 
caufe the heart is not circumciſed; the heart is not bro- 
ken yet, it is not emptied of thoſe things thar it muf 
be emptied of before a man can take Chrift:and ther- 


| Virgins love, 


EN 


Harlots e 


Caufe 4. 
| Want of hu 
miliation, 


é 


Deut. 30. 6- 


fore in Dent. 30. 6. Afefes ſaith, The. Lord your God opened, 


will: cireumciſe your hearts, and then yon fhail love him 
with all · Nur foule , and vith all your ffrength. As‘if hee 
ſhould have ſaid, It is impoſſible you fhould cleave 
to God, to love him indeed, to take him in good var- 
neſthnteignedly; with all your hearts, except firt your 
keafts be: cirvumciſed; therefore the Lerd your God 
will sivewndelfe yout bdates ; that is; bee will humble 
you, he'will break your hearts, that y our luſts fhall be 
mortified in you, he willtake away thoſe ſtrong, vi- 


olent, thole carnalt and fin full defires that abounded | 


in your hearts befGreshad when that‘Istddries then you |: 


fhall lovethe Lord m god entneſt; hot feigtedly, 


but with all your hearts. Now H a man cbme to take 


Chriſt before he be thus circumcifed, he takes him in 


vine be takes him {ods that he cannot hold him, nor 


continue with him. 1 
seal — K3 Now 


The 


lias .w 


Wirhour 


found humili- 
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Now this circumcition is done by a certaine work | 
of preparation or humiliation,by which thoſe ftrong | 


-= - new 


-Jufts are broken ia us: therefore when men come to 
, Chrift, before the Law hath been a {ufficient School- | 


maſter to them, before it bath indi@ed the m, before it 


have put them in priſon, and told them that they muſt 


pay every farthing, (When a man comes to this, he {ees 


that he cannot doe it, then he goeth to Chtiſt, and be- 
ſeecheth him to pay his debt) betore the Law have 
done this, men care not for Chriſt, they take him neg- 
‘ligently, and therefore they hold him not. And for 
this it was that before Chrift came into the world he 
would make way before him: ſo before he wil come 
into a mans heart, the Mountaines muſt be brought 
EB Spirit of downe, the Spirit of Elias muſt mike way; that is, 
tntbere muf bea ſharp miniſtry to ſhew men their ſins, 
that they may be throughly humbled and prepared, 
| Or = they will never take Chriſt ſo as to keepcloſe 
to bim. E 
A man muf be brought to have a prefent apprehen- i 
ſion of death, and of the wrath of God, and-damaa- : 
tion, or elfe he will not lay held onthe Hornsof the : 
Altar: as Job, when he faw that Solomon would flay 
him indeed, and take away his life, then he layes hold | 


ation finis On the Hornes of the Altar,gndwoyldaot let goe: 0 


nota coun- | 
teithe grea 


| when aman fees preſent death, he will keep clofe to 


teſt evill nor | Chrift; & till this be wrought a man may take Chrift, | 


Chrift the 


greateſt good 


| reckons finto be the greatef evil]; and till he do that, 
he never accounts Chrift to be the greateſt good; and 


but his faith will be uneffectuall, becauſe, indeed, till 
a man be fouadiy humbled hee never accounts and 


if 
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if a man doe not reckon Chrif to be the chiefe good 

‘of all other, there will be ſome what propounded; 

which will. be efteemed before him; and when that 

comes, he‘lets goe Chriſt. But when there is a found | 

humiliation , which makes a man prize Chrift above 

all other things, then faith proves effectuall; that is, a 

man holds out, he goes thorow with the worke, hee f 

‘Cleaves fo to Chriſt as that he wil not part with him: 

but for want of this, becauſe mens hearts are not cir- 

cumcifed,becaufe way is not made, becauſe the moun- 

taines are not brought donne, becaufe the Miniftry 

is not ſharp enough to ꝓrepare them; hence it is that | 

| their faith is vaine, and comes to nothing. F ii 
Fifthly and laftly , the faith of men proves uneffe- Cauſe 5. | 

Quall , becauſe it is not well grounded: they take to! Becauſe faith 

themfelves a perfwafion of the remiſſion of their fins, rae groune; 

upon an uncertaine ground, they are nat built upon z $ 

the Rocke, they take Chriſt, but they are not well If seite. 

bottomed : for there is a certaine falle perfwafion, | fon whan 

which is nothingelfe but a rong fancie which makes 

a man to thinke that his fins are forgiven, and that he 

is in a good eſtate; butwhen it comes to examinati- 

on, he can give no found reafon for it. When men 

take Chrift on this manner, when they are perfwaded 

their fins are rémitted , and yet have no good ground 

for this perfwafjon and peace, it holds not out, it con- 

tinues not. Therefore to {uch as theſe S» Paul {peaks, | Eph. 4. ro. 

Eph. 4. 10. Be not children (faith he) in underſtanding, opened. 

to be carried about with every wind of doftrine, As if he 

had faid, Indeed you are fuch as have-embraced 

Chriſt, but you muſt not doe as children doe, that 


| K 4 being d 
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being not able to ufe their owne judgement, they fee 
| what other men doe, and hear what they fay 3 but, 
faith he, you muft learne to be men, that you may ufe 
your owne underftanding,that you may fee with your 
owneyes, or elfe you wil be like a Ship toſſed and carried 
about with every wind, That is to fay, it was a falfe 
perſwaſion that drave you to Chrift, and another 
wind will drive you from him: therefore be not chil- 
dren in your underftanding. So, l fay, when you have 
a perſwaſion of the remiffion of your fins, of belee- 
ving in Chrift, be not children in underſtanding; fee 
that it be foundty grounded. That is a condition re- 
quired by the Apoſtle, Colof, 1: 23. Chriſt bath recénci~ 
| led us te Gd the Father, te be blamelefe, and without 
flaualt. Bue (faith he) I muft part in this condition, 
“lisa „ IF yom continue grounded and ſtablised n the fait, that 
+ 12 bee dor ‘moved from the hope: af thé: Gojpel, As if 
ile fhould have ſaid, that there is a certdine faith by 
which you may take Chrift, and fo you may be per- 
{waded of reconciliation : bat, faith he, that will 
not doe, unleſſe you be groutidéd and fixblifhed in the 
faith. The word in the Originall fignifieth, Except 
you be fo built as a boufe is built upon a ſure founda. 
tion, as 2 Tree that is foundly rooted ; when you are 
fo pitched upon Chrift; that when new objects come, 
new temptations come, thinꝑs that you never thought 
on, yet nothing ran move you from the hope of the 
| Gofpel. If ycu be not grounded, you may take a 
Hore hat js hope to your ſelves of reconciliation, and of bein 
prea without fult in the figi tof God, but it wil never hold 
holds not out Out unleff: it be ſoundly grounded. Hence you fee 


therefore 
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therefore chat if aman be not well rooted, if be be 
not built upon the Rocke, if this perſwaſion of the re- 
miſſionof his fins be not well bottomed, that cauſeth 
him not to hold out, but to fall off againe. Whereas 
it is required of us that we keep fo cloſe to God, in 
fuch a cafe our faith fhould be built on a fure ground 
tharnorhing in the world fhould move us, no not 
the moft probable arguments that may be brought in: 
as we fee Deut. 13. Saith Mofes, If a Prophet, or a dres- 
mer of dreames come, and give yeu fignes and wonders, 
and the thing that hee foretold come 10 paffe, that you 
ould not anfwer any thing, you can {ee no rea ſon 
ut that hee fhould be a true Prophet: faith he, God 
will put you to ſuch trials to prove you, to {ee if 
you be foundly grounded. All thar are ſaved he will 
have then fo fixed, he will have them take their fal- 
varion upon fo good à ground, upon {uch infallibi- 
lit ie, that what ſoever ſhall be brought againſt them, 
that they fhall keepe them cloſe to God. This is that 
we ſnould labour for, and for want of this, when 
men have a confuſed perfwafionthat their finnes are 
forgiven, and thinke it enough if their hearts be 
uiet, if they have reft in their conſciences, thit 
they be not troubled , and never examine what the 
| grounds ares I fay, for want of this it is that in temp- 
tation they fall away: when other men come & preach 
other doctrines, then they are placi ed away with the er- 
your of the wicked, as Saint Peter faith, 2 Pet. 3. 17. 
Be not plucked away with the errour of the wicked, but grow 
in knowledge, As if he fhould have faid, If you 
have but fome perſwaſio n, but fome good jipe 
that 
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that Chrift is yours , and that.it is beft for you to 
cleave to him, this will not hold, you will be.plucked 
away with thofe: errours that other men are plucked 
away with. This is the firſi thing which we have done 
= „to thew the cauſes of the uneffectualneſſe of 
| faiths | 
Whercin che In the next place Iam to declare unto you what itis 
eficacieof that maketh faith effectuall, wherein the effectualneſſe 
faith confiſts. of faith conſiſts. In this we wil fhew you three things. 
Three’ things) —Eirſt, in what ſenſe it is called effectuall faith: for 
opened. the very opening of this word which the Apoſtle n- 
feth will open a window to us, it will open a crevice 
of light to ſee into the nature of the thing it ſelfe. 
Secondly, wee will fhew you particularly and di- 
ſtinctly wherein this effectualneſſe of faith confifts. 
Thirdly, we will ſnew you how it is wrought, how 
this faith is made effectuall in us; and when we have 
done thefe three, you will fully underſtand what effe- 
&uall faith is. 
1 Eirſt, for the opening of this very appellation, this 
In what ſenſe name efetuall faith; you ſhall find that a thing is faid 
faiths called to be effeduall in foure refpe&s. = 
Things are Firſt, we fay a thing is effewall when it doth its of- 
(eid tobe | fice, when. it exercifeth that proper function that be- 
four refpe@s| longs to that qualitie, or that grace, or that gift or 
i a that creature what ſoever it is; and when-it doth not 
doe their pre- that, then we fay it. is uneffectuall, when it doth not the 
per office. ~ thing that we look for from it, In this fenfe faith is 
; doy faid to be eff:&uall, when it doth the thing for 
faith, what. Which faith is, when it doth the thing that God 
| expects of faith, that is the proper function of faith: 
f and 
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and what that is you heard before, namely , to take 
Chriſt. If faith take Chriſt, it is effectual ith, 

Now for the opening of this a little furcher to you, 
to ſhew you what this proper function of faith is. It 
is when a man is fo farre perſwaded of the truth of 
the Scriptures, of the truth of the promiſes, and doth 
ſo farre appropriate them to himſelfe, that he is wil- 
ling to take Chriſt; though there be ſome doubt ings | 
and waverings in him, yet if there be fo much Faith as | 
to doe the thing, this is properly effectuall faith, 
though it be not perfect. Faith: for you muſt know 
that there is · a doubting mingled with the deft Faith. 
Therefore when we fay effeftwall faith, e doe not mean n ae ° 
that it is fucha faith as is without doubtings, & with- cho hütbe | 
out feares mingled with it: but if it be fuch a faith as | mingled wich 
doth the thing it felfe, for which faith is appointed, it bung. | 
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is properly faid to be effectuall faith. It is a point ne- 


ceſſary for you to underſtand: and if you compare 

this thar we have faid (concerning this defcription of 

this firſt explication of effectuall faith} with that in 

Tames 1,7,8; we ſhall fee what the meaning is. Hee) Zamaa e 

3 there of doubting, and tels you, that thoſe that l 
oubt, they'are like:a wave of the Sea, toſſed toand fro, 

and in the end: they vaniſb away. Saith the Apoſtle, 

Let not fucha man thinke to obtaine any thing at Gods 

hands, for hee is a double- minded man, and is saftable in 

all bis wayes, The meaning is, that there is fuch a faith | ) 

| 


* * 
, 


that makes a man doubt, when he knows not what he 

ſhould dee, but is unſtable, as x wave of the Sea that 
is toſſod to and fro; be is. ſometimes going towards 
God, fometimes from him againe, and in = : 
, end 
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end he goes qui: e away. Saith he, tuch a man fhall not 
receive any thing. Why? Becaule he is a double- 
minded man. Now by a double minded man is not 
meant a man that hath one thing in his face, & another 
in his heart; one that pretends One thing, and intends 
anothers; (though the word be ſomet imes fo taken, 
yet in that place it is not ſo to be underftood) but by 
a double minded man this is meant, when the mind is 
divided between two objects, that it knowes not 
which to chuſe, but ſtands as one in bivio, that hath 
two wayes before him, and knowes not whether to 
goe this way, or that way : a man that is di ſtracted in 


his owne mind, hee knowes. not what to refolve an. 


Now when a mans faith comes to this, that he knows 
not whether to take Chrift or the world, hee doubts 
whether he ſhould chufe God or the worldm, there is an 
uncertainty in his mind, thar it is divided: ſometimes 
he thinks it is beſt, and ſomet imes hee thinks it not 
beft, aliud fans, aliud fedens; when he thus wavers, this 
is not effectuall faith. But now, if a man goe beyond 
this, and pitch upon Chriſt reſolutely, when hego- 
eth fo far, as that he reſolves to take him, although 
he have many pluck- backs, although there be many 
things that may diſſwade him from it, though there 
be ſome reluctancie in his mind, ſome feare whether 
it be the beft way or no, yet if he pitch upon Chrift, 
he chuſeth him rather than the world: though hee 
have fome inclination to the world fill, though 
there be fomevwvhat offenſive in his heart, though, as I 

faid, there be fome doubts, ſome fear. vvbether it be 
the beft vvay or no, yet if faith come fo far as to pitch 

cn 
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on:Chrift, to çhufe him, to take him, this is properly 

effectuall faith, Indeed it is farre from pertect faith, 

but it is effectuall faith, and fuch as ſhall fave you, 
Therefore you (hall find this rule among the School- 

men (I name them beeauſe they were Papifts , and 

their doctrine of Faith is contrary to this)they fay, 

it is not faith except it be a ful perſwaſionʒ they {peak 

not there of reſting on Chriſt, that is not the thing, 

but of the full perfwafion of the truth of rhe thing to 

be beleeved: yet notwithſtanding you (hall find this 

rule among fome of the School men, Fides non excila- | pins we- 
dit emnem dubit ationen, Faith doth not exclude all | nent ef 
doubting, but that doubting that overcommeth, that int. 
doubting that caſteth the ballance the contrary way: 

if it be ſuch a doubting as doth not overcome, it may 

nd with toue and found faith. So, I ſay, if you would | what doubt- 
know now what it is to pitch on Chriſt, and fo to take | ing ic ia chat 
him, though there be fome reluctancie, fome doubt, | faita exclu- 
fome feare, " fhall know it by this; if a man have ſo Howto try 
taken him, that Rill he is growing, ftill his faith is pre- | truth of 
vailiog, ftillhis faith is overcomming thofe doubts | bing. 
and feares from day to day, he is better and better re- 

falved ; I fay, though his faith be not perfect at the 

firſt, yet if it be ftilf thus on the growing hand, it is fa- 

ving and effectuall faith. Wheras another man, that is 

not ſoundly rooted , that is divided thus, hee takes 
Chiifi,bat it is not upon any good ground: but as the | Simile. 
weathercock ſtands fuch away, while the wind blows Some men 
that way; not becauſe the weathercock is fixed, (for 1 for 
when the wind turns, the weathercock turneth too) fo'fwahe of" | 
fuch men cleaveto Chriſt, not becauſe they have any temptation. | ä 
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good ground, but becaufe they want temptat ĩons to 
a contrary way : let temptations from the word come 
let there come reafons that they knew: not before, let 
there come new objects, new allurements, which they 
knew not of before, they will forfake Chrift againe: 
but when the heart is fixed, when there is an Anchor 
that holdsthe ſoule, though the ſhip waver,when there 
is an Anchor to hold it faſt, though it be much toſſec 
to and fro, though there be much doubting, thou mazft 
be ſure it is true and effectuall faith. pi 
‘Tre faith | This point you muft marke: when, I fay, itis effe-| 
deubtings | Hall, it. is no more but when it thus pitcheth on 
‘and feares | Chrift, though there be fome doubting. It is fo farre 
fomeimes. | from being true, that faith muf be without all doubt- 
: ing, that we may boldly fay , it is no faith except it 
have much doubting unleſſe there be fome fears, unlefs 
there be fome troubles within that refift this faith, and 
ſtrĩve againft it; otherwiſe it it is no faith: for. certain- 
ly there is no man that hath perfect faith, eſpecially at 
the firſt, or afterward either, ſo as to ſet his heart fully 
| at peace, and then if it be not perfect faith, if there be 
no doubting, there muft be perfect flefh,that is, there is 
nothing but flefh; and if there be fome faith which is 
imperfect, alway in the beginnin there muft needs be 
_| doubting,becaufe there is fome fleſn, and fome fpirir; 
there is fire and water, and therefore there muſt needs 
be ſtriving. We may fay of doubting inthis cafè, as 
we fay of Thiſtles, they are ill weeds, but the ground 
is fat and good where they grow : fo doubting is a 
thing that reſiſts faith, it is bad, but it is a fign the hear 
is good where it is. Sothat where there is all peace 
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where there is no queſtior ing, where the heart is not 
perplexed and troubled,& complains not, it is a fign 
thatthe ſtrong man poſſeſſeth the houfe wholly, it is 
a fign there is nothing but fleſh there. Therefore 
marke this point to your comfort, that if there be 
but-fo much faith as will produce this work of takin 
Chriſt, though there be ſome doubtings mingled with 
it, yet it is properly effectual faith, becaufcfit doththe 
thing though not perfectly. That is the firſt accepta- 
tionof the word effedual, a thing is faid to be effectual 
when it doth the proper function of itsthough it do it 
not perfectly & throughly, yet if it do it, it is ſaid to 
be effectuall: fo faith, if it pitch upon Chriſt, though 
nat fo perfectly as afterwards it may, it is F eduall. 
Secondly, a thing is faid to be effeBwal/as it is oppo- 
fed to that which is vꝛin and empty, to that which is 
but a name, a ſhadow of it, but is not fucha thing in- 
deed · So faith is faid to be effectuall, when it is true, 


clouds, we ſee the Heavens many ti mes full of clouds, 


with the winds, they are empty clouds, they are not 
clouds indeed: fo there is a great thew of faith fome- 
times, that makes a man ſhe like theſe clouds, & yet 
it is vaine and empty, no raine followes. A counter- 
eit Piece, although it ſhe to be good money, yet 
when we find it counterfeit, when we find it clipt, we 
caſt it away: fo true faith is faid to be effectuall when 
it is oppoſed to vain faith. In sam, 2. the litter end 
f the chapter, the Apoſtle {peaks to that purpoſe, to 
ſhew the difference between true faith and dead fa iti 
which 
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reall, and ſubſtantiall: you know there be empty — 
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but there is no raine followes, they are ‘driven away | 


Simile. 
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~ | which is but the name of faith, but is not faith indeed 
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1 not idle and ſtill 


Thirdly, a thing is faid to be effectuall when it liet 
bat is doing ſomething. As a Pilot 


when it is 0° : ina Ship, he ſirterh nor ſtill there, if he 0 fie Rill and 
perative. doe nothing, we may fay he is an uneffectuall Pilot, he 
| were as good not be there: fo when faith lies ſtill in 


the heart, and is not ſt irred and moved, nor fhewes it 
ſelfe in the fruits of it, this we ſay is uneffectuall faith; 
whereas faith fhould be in the foule as the foule is in 
the body, which is never there in vaine, but Rill ic is 
ſtirring, and fhewing it felfe by motion, by action, by 
doing fomewhat or other. And in this. ſenſe faith is 
faid to be efeuad, when it is a ſtirring faith, when it 
is a lively and fruitfull faith, that is, doing ſotnevvhat 
in the ſoule of man. 

Laſt of all, a thing is faid to be effectuall when i 
oes thorow with the work that it hath in hand: this 
iffereth from that which I named firſt, ther€fore the 

Greek word that is rendred effectualneſſe, ſigniſieth 
perfectueſſe, to bring a thing to an end; fo that faith is 
faid to be effeQuall, that thorow with the worke 
it undertakes, that is, when it fan@ifieth the heart 
throughout in refpe& of parts, and throughout in re- 
gardof time; when it brings a man to the end of his 
falvation, when it carries 2 man thore all impedi- 
ments, when it leapes over all difficulties: fo thata 
growing, N Overcomming faith, chat is faid 
to be an effectuall faith , fuch a faith as leaves not the 
worke halfe done, ſuch a Faith as leaves not the 
building in the beginning, in the rudiments, but fets 
it up, and puts the roofe upon it; ſuch a faith os 
thoug 
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though it may ſinke a Corke for a time, yet it rifeth 
againe: fuch a faith as overcomes, and perſects the 
worke of our ſalvation; in this fenfe faith muft bee 
effectuall, and this differs from the otherthree: fo 
that in theſe foure ſenſes faith is faid to be effeduall. 
And this is the firſt thing. 

The ſecond thing which we undertook was to thew : 
you wherein the effectualneſſe of faith conſiſts. It con- The effeau- | 
fifts in thefe foure things. That which we faid before | alneffe of 
to you, when we fhewed you che caufes of the uneffe- see 
ctualneſſe of faith, will make good way to this. 1 
fe firft thing wherein the effectualneſſe of it is 
ſeene, is in being well built; that is, when the prepa- 
ration is found and full, that makes way for it. 

The ſecond is, when the underftanding is clear, and 
a man beleeveth the promiſe of God upon ſure and 
| infallible grounds; when he ſeeth them perfpicuoufly 
and diſtindtl ee 
The third is, when the willtakes Chrift, and takes 
him out of love, not out of feare, not out of love to 
the advantage only by him, not out of miſtake. 
| i- The fourth is; when it turnes not only the will, but 
all the affe@ionss when it turns the whole man, when 
it ſhoots it felfe into life and practice. 
Firſtʒ L ſay, faith is effectuall when there is a good 1 
ay made for it, when the: rubbiſh and falfe earth is koksa 1 | 
taken away where it fhould be built, that is, when the Sed. 
| humiliation is found and good, when the preparation 
is perfe& , when it is ſuch as makes a man fit forthe 
“Kingdome of God. For J find that phraſe ufed, 1 
oe puts his band it Plow , and looks backe, | — 
3 Ti : 
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ii anfis for the Kingdome of God. Asif hee had faid, 
There are eertaine mea which come to the profefiton | 
| of Chriftianity,as many come to husbandry, which is 
! an hard employment; {ome there be which doe this, 
and goe back againe. Why? becaufe they are not fic | 
| for the Kingdome of God: that is, they are not 
‘throughly prepared for it: that isto fay,when a man 
is not throughly humbled'to know what ſinne is, and 
what the wrath of God is, hee is not fit for the Kings 
dome of God: but if he doe come to Chrift,if he do 
1 begin to beleeve, he will goe back againe. So a man 
men for is properly faid not to be fit for the kingdom of God, 
a no till be be throughly humbled, till hee have tafted the 
me. | bitterneffe of finne, till he have felt what the Divels 
In the Ifrae- p> is. As it was with the Zfraelit es; put the cafe they 
Lites; bad been carried out of Egypt before the time that they | 
were, indeed they had not been fit for the land of Ce- |; 

naan, becaufe they would have been ready to have tur» 
ned back in their hearts into Egypt; and though the 
Lord laid load on them,thoughtheir yoke were hard, 
though he caufed them to wander. up and down long, 
yet all was little enough; ftill they were, lingering af- 
| ter Egypt è and if they had been taken out of Egypt bie- 
) fore the tale of brick was required of them without 
— giving them ftraw, before the Fask-mafters had dealt 
u. + Vhardly with them, what would they have done? 
„ °. | Mighe it not truly be ſaid of them, they would not 
have been fit for Canaan ? So in this caſe, f a man will 
take Chriſt, it isa laborious worke , as laborious as 
| Husbandry , as laborious as putting the hand to the 
| Plow, as taking the yoke: Now before 4 bii 
JJ ä elt 
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felt how hard the yoke is that hee hath already ( for | Many weir | 
there be many that weare the yoke of Satan, and fee and feel ir 
no hardneſſe in it, but gos in a faite courſe, their con- notheavie. 
ſciences are not — with the ſenſe of their fins, 
they never had afflictions wherein they taſted the 
wrath of God) alas, fuch men may come to put their |. 
hand to the Plow, but whea they come to ſee what 
worke they have in hand, they tgo back, they are not 
fit for the Kingdome of Heaven. Till a man be weary, 
aud lieavie laden with the burden of Satan; till hee fee 
Satans yoke tq be intolerable, he will never continue 
under the yoke of Chrift:therforelet us confider whee 
ther we be fitted or no: this fitneffe is firft required. 
So againe, wee may take example from the Prodi- 
gall fenne: he was in his fathers houle, but hee would 
` | not continue there when he was there at the firft, and gall, 
lived as the other ſonne did, becaufe hee had not been | 
abroad in the world, to find the miſery of being away | ~ 
from his father, he was never pinched with affliction, 
| with want of meat; till he was from his father hee 
never knew what it was to be at his fathers finding, till 
he had his tock in his own hand, hee was not fit, and 
we fee he continued not there: So, takea man that is 
brought up in his Fathers houſe, as it were, that hath 
taſted nothing but the ſweetneſſe of the promiſes, 
and all is well wich him; hee hath drunke in the 
truth of the Gofpel with his education; you fhall N 
find, that this will not uſually hold out: becauſe Men hold nor 
he hash not found what miſery it is to be out of his without foun 
Fathers houſe, therefore hee prizeth it not; ſuch an humiliation, 
One is not t to ꝑontinue, he unfit for the 6 | 
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— Jof God. Therefore the firk thing that is required to 

I make Faith effectuall, wherein the effectualneſſę of 
Faith conſiſts, by way of preparation , to make way 

for it, is, when a man is ſoundly humbled and prepa- 

red, when it is ſuch as will make him continue. You 

Rev.z.25. have a phrafe uſed. Rev, 2. 25. Hold faf till I come 

opened. that which thou haſt already. As if hee thould fay, 

| Many have hold of the Truth , they have hold of 
Chrift, they have hold of the promiſes, but they hold 

them not faft; they hold them a while, but they hold 

them not faſt till J come. To him that overcomemeth , 

c. and, hiw that cont inueth te the end will i make 

Ruler over Nations, Gc. So, I fay, till a man be thus 

made fit, he may take hold for a while, but he fhal not 
„bold faſt till Chriftcome, but he will ler goe his hold, 
2 becauſe he is not prepared with humility. This is 
that which is: required in that place I formerly na- 

Ia. 1.6. med, Matt., 10. 6. If there be any worthy (faith hee) 
ſorened- es your peace come upon them: that is, if there bee 
any, when ycu come to preach the Goſpel, that are 
fo farre broken and humbled, if there be any that are 
ſo farre convinced of their ſins, that they prize mee 
indeed, fo that they hold me, and will not let mee goe 
for any thing but they are content to let all go rather 
than me.; fuch a man is worthy of me, ſuch a man pri- 
zeth and 4{teemeth me, and your peace fhall come up- 

on him ; that is, it hall come effectually upon him, | 
. , | it hall abide witb him, and fave his foule for ever. So, 
L ſay, when there is fo much humiliation wrought in 
the heart, when the Spirit fo farre Convinceth a man 
of finn, that he comes to prize Chrift SéHis is the firſt 
thing 


| Of Efetuall Faith, 
thing wherein effectuall faith conſiſts: for though it 
be not the very thing wherein goin 


de conſiſts, yet 
it is that preparation without which faith can never 
be found ſound and effectuall. 


Secondly, when this is done, this is not all; when 


there is fuch a preparation made, that a man is willing 
to take Chriſt upon any conditions, yet now, if he 
ſhall not be well built, if he ſee not juſt ground to take 
him, if his underftanding fhall not fee the truth of the 
promiſe ſo cleerly, ig — build on it, that he can 
reſt on it, that all the arguments in the world cannot 
draw him from it again, his faith will not be effectu- 
all. Therefore the ſecond thing wherein the effectu- 
alneſſe of faith confifts,: is go have it well built in the 
mind and underſtanding of i man, when he cleerely 
ſeeth the truth of the promiſes, that he can build 
upon it infallibly. For your better underſtanding of 
this, you muſt know, that then a man is faid to be well 


built, to be rooted and grounded in faith , when h 


hath the firft ground right, that fo he proceeds from | 


one to another, that it is not a confuſed fuperficial! 
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11. 
When the 

underftand- 
ing is cleare: 


When a man 
is faid ro be 


he well Built. . 


knowledge, to affent to the truth and promifes that 


ound, the fitſt ground; and the next, and fo he pro- 
aa along. As forexample : the Git thine tha a 
man muſt doe, is to beleeve the Scriptures , to know 
that they are true and infallible, that they are the ſure 
Word of God when a man caſi fay,this I know, and 
this I build upon. And befides that, then we look 
upon thepromifes which the Scriptures containe, 
wherein Chriſt and — of finnes is offered. 


2 Now 
— — — — 


are delivered in the Word; but when he hatha ſurefß oy | 


en 


f i 
When he be- 
leeves the 
Scriptures in 
gencrall, 


2 
The promifes į 
in particular. 


—— | Now if the firſt ground faile you, that is the Bottome 
ſupon which the promifes ſtand; therefore have that 

ſure: when that is fure, you muſt have the promifes 

fure ; that is you muft conſider the promifes,and exa- 

mine them, and fee if this be the ſenſe of the Scrip 
Application tures; if there be fo much light in you as to fay, I find 
— £| it ſo, i find the Scriptures true, I beleeve thens, I find 
Itheſe promifes in the Scriptures, find Chrift offered 
to every creature under Heaven , I find that I haves 
warrant to take him: when a man, out of himfelG om 

of an inward principle, out of his owne proper judge 
ment feeth this, and is convinced of the truth of this, 

that the promiſes are ſo, and that they belong unto 
him, that he may juſtly, unon good ground, appropti- 

ate them to himſelſe; fo that when he lookes ronud 

I about him, and conſiders all the object ions thar muy 
be made, yet he can anſwer all arguments; whemtie 
falls done, and is fully convinced, and perfectly per- 
ſwaded in his own mind when a man thus apprehends| 

the promiſes, when his uuderſtanding is rooted: and 
» | grounded in the faith,that is the fecond thieg wherein 
_ | the effectualneſſe of faith conſiſts. And we fee chat 
Eph. z. 15, 20. | defcribed in Epheſ. 2. ſaith the Apoftle there, T are 
opened, : no longer Brangers. and forreiners, but Saints, of the bom 
hold of Ged, and are built upon the foundation of the Pra- 
| phess and Apofiles,F-efus Chrif being the chiefe corner lone, 


Marke ; faith he, you are built upon the foundation 

_ lof the Apoftles and Prophets, that is, you-that are 
Saints muft confider what ground you-hsve to take 

| that name to your felves : faith he, you are built upon 
the foundation of the Apoſiles and Prophets, that is, 


you} 


am -b wa Carga a a at — 


you are not built upon the foundation, upon the word 
of a man, you are not built uponthis Doctrine that I 


| 


To be buile 
upon the 
foundation of 
the Apoſtles 
and Prophets, 
what, 


Note. 
and 
Ta 
Particular 
knowledge, 


deff, out df thelr dne knowledge, wee 
ch Ghis is Cbrfft, the Saviour of the world; 
tau de ſuth u frith as will hold out. So, when 2 man 
ah Gnely take a perfwaffon out of the generall 
pluvBihodf the Word, without a certaine ground, |- | 
ie proves uneffectuall faith; bin when men beleeve, 
becinfe chemfelves have ſeene, and ont of that know- 
i E L 4 ledge 


eyes , when they could fays in 
| 


eue Faith, 


192 ; 

| ledge can fay , they know Chriſt to bee the Me fies, 

ont they “sh Chrit to be theirs, when they know 

| Chrift to be the Saviour of the world, and fo, by con. 

ſequence, af them which are part of the world; then 

they may be truly ſaid to be built, to be rooted and 

grounded in faith. This is that that Saint Jabs ſaith 

I Jobe 1. 19. Wee knew that wee are of Ged, and: that ad 

the world lyeth in wickedneffe, Wet know that wer are 

of God,that is, it is not a thing that we are uncertain- 

ly perſwaded of, but it is a thing that me know as cer-| | 

tainely as any man knowes athingthat is before-his| 

eyes, as a man knows a of which he doubrs not. 

We know, that although all the world bee againſt us, | 

though all the world run another way, though all the 

~  |Warld coademne us for vaine men, idle.men.for.eruf-| 

ing in Chrift crucified , yet wee know that we areof 

God, and that all the world lyeth in wickedneſſe. I Gy;| 

when a man holds out thus,when he is put to the trial] 

3 when a man knowes in his owne knowledge that it is 

„| Hohn 6.68. ſo, as Saint Peter faith to Chrift, los 6.68, many had 

epencé. taken Chriſt that went away againes. Saith Chriffto 

n his Diſciples, will yon alfo goe wi A Marke the anſwer 

that Saint Peter gives. No, ſaith he, Whither ſbonli wee 

goe? Thon baf the words of eternal life. I know and beleeve 

that thou art Chri the Sonne of the living God, As if 

hee fhould fay , It is impoffible that I fhould goe a- 

way, for I knowand beleeve; chat is, l know upon good 

pround, Ehave another manner of ground than they] 
ad : if Ihad no more ground than the réft, I thould 

g0e away as well as they; but I know and beleeve that 

‘thou art Chrif the Son of the living God, therefore 


1 
————— eee ee 
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it is impoffible that I fhould ever forfake thee, al- 
though all fhould. forfake thee. This is to be rooted 
and grounded in faith, in this fecond ſenſe, when wee 
fee an infallible ground, a fure Rocke upon which our 
faith is built, and we are willing to adventure our ſelvs 
ſupon it, to adventure our goods, opr name, our life, 
our liberty, that if a man be brought to Martyrdom, 
he can adventure himfelfe, and put all that he hath up- 
on it: This ground will hold out, I fay, when the un- 
derftanding of a man is thus built upon the Word, 
when a man is examined cyery.ways: tien hë is able to 
anfwer all arguments, and all obj ections that may bee 
brought againſt it. This is the fecond thing 
_ wherein the eſfectua lneſſe of faith con- ` 
15 „ful: . ſhonld adde more, but 
e Amul wel them till P 
TES wide a E 4 moon. 
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ay, your ee staal ruin, S. 


He thied thine tercia de effica 
Per Of faith is ebe, #9 when wee 


oe 


E re 
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| the third A 
ching w rein N 
tehe efficacie * 

iof faith con- 
lists, to take | "C 
Chrift. p= 


ke Gailey! 
Sey ribba manner, when wee take him 
ſo as to hold him, when wee take 
him in fach oven as that wee 
ire knit and united to him: That this is required, —_ 
A RE will cher ir in the generall. Te is a polat 
that wee have often mentioned heretofore ; but to all 
that I have faid, I will adde that in Heb. 10. 22. Let us 
draw neere with a truchedr?,whd full afurance of faith. 
Marke it; firft,there muft be an aſſurance of faith, that 
is in the underftanding and mind of a man, and to that 
muſt be added drawing neere, and that is an act of the 
will: for when we are aſſured of the truth of the pro- 
miſes, and have appropriated them to our felyes, the 
followes the act of the will: therefore in Verſe 38. of 
chat Chapter it is faid , The just ſpall live by faith. 7 


Wine 


Heb. 10.2 1 
‘opened, 


— — i — 


| Of Effeliuall. Faith, 

if any mas draw back,my foule [bal have.no pleaſure in him. 
That Antithefis, that oppoſſtion that is made in that 
withdrawing of a mans felfe from God, is oppofed to 
faith, to drawing neere to him, when a man not onely 
beleeveth the promiſes, but accepts and receives them. 
Now to doe this in a right manner, is that wherein the 
efficacie of faith doth principally conſiſt. Now what 
is that? It is to take Chriſt, to draw neere to him in 
a right manner; and then it is done, hen you fo take 
him, that you bring Chrift into your hearts, to dwell 
there, as it is expreſſedi Eh. 3. 17. That Chrif may 
dwel. im your hearts by feish : thar- is, when there is an 
union made betweene Chriſt and us, when he comes 


whee Chriſt is fo brought into our hearts, that hee 
Iiveez there; and when wee are fo united to him, that 
wee live in him; when he growes in us as the Vine in 


| the Vine 2 when faith hath done this, then it is an 


and, mile overs him. . 3 . 

Now when Chriff is inthe heart, he is not there to 
no purpoſe, but, as Saint Pa ſaith, Ilive in Chrif, 
and he in me. 1 fay, when our taking of Chrift thall 
proceed fo farre, as to make this union betwixt us, 


therein this efſicacie lyeth: when the heart is. knit to | 


into the heart, when he dwells in us, and wee in him; 


the branches, and wee grow in him as the branches in. 


effectual! faith, when it knits and unites us ta Chit: ** 
as be ſaith, Acu. 3. 30. Twill. come in, aud ſur with him 


What taking 
of Chriſt i 


him as the ſoule of Janathan.wasta David, and when 


Chriſt ſnall be knit to us againe, that we ſhall be con- 


| tent to leave father and mother, and to become one 
a ſpirit 


— — 
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| pirit with him, as itis Exh. 5. 23. icisa ſimilitude ex- 
| preffiag the union betwixt Chriſt and the Chureh. 4 
| man all for fake Father and Mother, and [ball cleave se his 
| Wife. The Word in the Originall, , fign ifierh 
to glew: if there be any conjunction that is neere 
than other, it is fignified in that word: there is not a 
word in all the Greéke Language that fignifieth a 
neerer conjunction than the word there uſed for clez- 
‘ving or glewing. “When a man ſhall forſake all, even 
Pather and Mother, the deereſt things in the world, 
and fhal cleave to Chriſt, (it is a repetition of hat is 
faid;Gen.2.24. concerning Adam and Eve) when faith 

hath done this work, it is an effe&uall faith. | 
But yet adde this again, a man may take Chrift and | 
feem to draw neere to him, when it may be it is donë 
out of feare,it may be out of love to his, and not ont 

of love to him, it may be done out of mif-informati- |: 
on and miftake ; but when we draw neer to God, and 
do it ont of love, (put thefe two together) chat we 
fo take Chriſt, as that there is an union made between 
us and him, and when it is done out of love, as that 
condition is put in, 1 Tim. 1. 5. The end of the Cim- 
mandement is love out of a pure heart, and a good: come 
.|Jeiense , and faith unfetgned, As if he ſhould ſay, 

There is a double k ind of faith, à falſe faith, and à faith 
that is not hypocriticall, that is the word uſed in the 
Originall. Now, faith he, the end of the Comman- 
dement is love, &c. That is, all that God lookes for, is 
fuch a love as comes from faith that is unſeig ned, that 
is not counterfeit. Herein is faith feen not to be coun- 
terfeir, if it beget love, and out of that love we cleave 
to 


We muf draw 
nee te, out of 
love toChrift, 


| Chrift; but there maſt be à further aſt, and that is the 
turning of the whole foule , and a ſeconding of it in 


to Chriſt. So that this is the third thing that makes} = 
Faith effectualll. F I. 

Fourthly, Faith is then faid tobe effectuall, when it | 
hath not only done all this, when there is not onely a a 
Rood preparation made for it, when it is well built in | wherin the 
t 


underſtanding, and when the will hath thus taken Pacmag fs! 


| 


our whole lives and practice, a feconding of it in | bata a | 
our executions,and doing the things that Chrift com- fou'e. | 
mands, as in Gal. 5. in Chrif Ieſus neither circumc iſion | | 
guailetb any thing, nir uncircumciſion, bet: faith that t 
werketh by love, Such. a Faith as works that, thit is i 
effectuall faith. As if. he fhould have faid, Many will , 4 
be ready to beleeve in Chriſt, but will do nothing for 
him they will not worke. Now working is in doing Working in | 
or ſuffering: for in ſuffering there is aworke aswell doing and | 
aş in doing, only it is aworke with more difficulty, a | ſuſfering. 
worke witl more impediments. Againe, if they will 


ede Fit. | 
| 


| doe any thing for €hrift, it is not out af love, but for 


w 


other reſpect:, perhaps out of fome faifb'or good | 

mood, or {ome other refpe&s: but to do it as being : 

rooted and grounded in love, it faith have this worke, f 

it is effectuall faith: and,herefore when faith hath: | 

once taken Chrift,it muſt fhoot it felfe into all the af ; 

fections: for when they are all ſet en worke,endevour | 

will follow. If the will be fo. ft on worke indeed, the | 

ref will follow after it. Love will follow, De ſire after 

Chrift will follow, Feare to offend him will follow, 

Repentance and turning from Saran will follow, | 

bringing forth Fruits worthy amendment of life and | 
Obedience! . 
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Why che pro.| Obedience, &c. will follow. Therefore you fhall find 
e that the promiſes are made promiſcuouſſy, ſometimes 


mifes «re 
8 


that when faith is effectuall, it barh all theſe with it, it 


God ti yeth 
mons graces, 


their faith will work or no. Thus he did with Abra- 
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to one thing, ſometimes to another: fometimes , 
chat — ſhall be faved: ſometimes, he that beke- 
veth fhal! be faved: fometimes, hee that ebeyeth fhall be 
faved: you fhall fiad them promifcuoutly: ; becaufe 


purifieth the heart, and bringeth forth fruit worthy u. 
wendet of life. Therefore this muſt bee added, to 
(hew the efficacie of faith,and, if this be wanting, faith 
is not effectual; not that it can be dif-joyned from the 
other, but that it is that wherin it confifts withthe reft 
And therefore it is Gods uſuall manner, when men 
ſeem to take Chriſt, and to beleeve in him, hee put: 
them to the tryall, to fee what they will doe, whether 


ham, when hee would prove him; hee was a faithfull 
man before, God had experience of him before, hut 
yet he would prove Abraham by offering his fonne, | 
and when he faw he did ie , he coneluded that hee had 
faith: indeed it was a trong faith, for it endured the 
tryall. I fay,God will put men to it. So likewife thofe 
in Jeh. 12. 42. Adany ef the chiefe Rulers beleeved in 
him, but they durſt not confeffe him for feare of the Lewes, 
lef they Gould bee caf ont of the Synagogue, There wasa 
Faith in them, a taking of Chriſt, but when it came 
to the tryall, it held not out, they durſt not confeſſe 
him, becauſe they feared to be caſt out of the Syna- 
gogue; that is, when they came to ſuffer a little for 
Chriſts fake,when they came to ſuch an act ion as con- 
feffing his name, when they came to endure but ſuch a 

_ thing 
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thing as to be caſt out of the Synagogue, they forook| O. 
him, which fhewed that their beleefe was uneffectuall. 
So that let a man ſeem to have all the other three,- yet 
when the praife of men fhail come in competition 
with any command of God, when God fhall put him 
to doe any thing, to part with ny thing that is deare 
to him, as hedid:c4braham, if his faith work not, if 
his faith hold not out in the tryall, but fart sfide likes 
broken Bow , it is not effeQuall faith. So you ſee the 
things wherein the efficacie af faith conſiſteth. 

Eirſt, in the ſoundneſſe of the preparation. | 
Secondly, when the misd apprehends the promis 
and {ees good ground to pitch upon them. 
Thirdly, when the will ſo takes Chrift, as to bring 
Chriſi into the heart (fo that Chriſt fives i in us) and 
that out of love. 

And fourthly, when falch woiketh:, and that i inthe 
time of tryall,whea God ſhall put us to ic. I fay,when | 
you find thefe four things, you may conclude that 
your faith is effeQuall. 

The laf thing I pro pounded, is to thew how this is 
wrought, how our faith is made effectualli lois made! Row ekau- 
eſſectuall by the Spirit of Cod, if is tibi owne | a F faith ie 

| power,we are not able tò. beleeves nay, we are fo frre | 


-15 l 


| fronit chat we firive d ity the ſpirit ini us reſiſtꝭ en : pe : 
| its fo-that if God himfelfepar nix istand soeke ` wads oa, 
work, no mm is dbleto beleeve} "tue! oe inejo, 


You may think, hen yow ‘fed wech generali propo.. 55 ri 

| fitiolis as thefethst Chrifi is offered ta Every rrenture uu. bckexe,,: 
der. raven, and that whopoever’ beleeweth feall be faved; 
yen * none si fys y thar: je an 
this 


=] OF fonai Paih 


this home in particular, to {ay , Surely this pardon 

belongs to me. My Bret hren, it is another thing for 
2 man indeed to be lee ve, for him to take Chriſt fo, as 
to deny hi mſeife for him; to take him ſo, as to svertife 
his lafis, as to take up his Crofe, ſo, as to obey Chrif, 
to follow him in all things: this is a thing that no man 

is able to doe, unleſſe God enable him to it witht 

5 Almighty power. For the heart of every man by 

í nature is fo (hac up againſt Chrift, that it will give no 
entrance to him, he may ſtay and knock long enough, 

| Ea unleſſe God himfelfe fhake off the bolts , and. open 

the gates, and break open thefe everla tung doors ,. 

| the King of glory may come in, wee will not admit him, 

3 but keepe him out. | Ee a FE 

| Every man naturally hath an hard heart that c 


repent that cannot turne from finne: he will be content 
perhaps to take Chriſt for a Saviour; but. ta take;him 
ſo as to obey him, and frare him, ſo as to love him, 
this no man will doe, or can doe, unleſſe the Holy 
Ghoſt enable him. A 1 
* Queft, But your: will aske, How doth the Holy 
peg Shoſt dot it ei %% ͤ N. 
= The Holy.Ghoftdothit by theſe three acts: Firſt, 
| E He- by putting an efcacie into the Law, and making that 


kethfaith;by potrerfull, to work on the heartgo make a than poore 
three things, Fin {pirie:; that: ſo he ma b fit to receive the COſpol. 
Puriing'an ef. For the Law, though it be fit to humble a man, yer it 
ficacie in tie is no worker of fanGification. If a man were able to 
Law.- doe any ching, hee were Able to fee the righteouſneſſe 

the Law requires and hom farre he is from it and te 

diſcerne the icurſe upon the not going of it 3 and yet 


this 
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| this hee is not able to doe, without the ſpirit ef bon. 
dage: the ſpirit of bondage muſt make the Law effe- - 
Guall, as well as the fpirie of Adoption doth the Go- 
ſpel. That is, except the Lord himfelfe prefè the 
Law on our hearts, fo as to cauſe it to make finne ap- 
peate to us: ve that are the Miniſters of God, may dif} 
cover your ſinnes, we may ſhew you the rectitude 
“required in the Law, we may fhew you the danger, 
yet all wil be to no purpoſe, unleſſe God awaken you: 
if. he will fer finne upon the conſcience, to worry a 
man, to plucke him downe, when God fhal! charge 
finne on him, that he fhall feele the weight and bur -C 
then of it, when he fhall ſharpen finne, and cauſe it to 
uſe its fling, this makes a man fit to receive Chrif: o- 
therwife, if the fones of Thunder ſhould ſpeake to 
men, if we fhould come in the ſpirit and power of Eliah, 
nay, if God himfelfe fhould thunder from heaven, all 
would not move the heart of a man, all would not a- 
waken him to e his ſinnes, till God himfelfe ſhake 
the heart. | , 
To convert the Gaeler in ABs 16. the foundation 
of the Prifon was fhaken, which was a refemblance of 
the ſhaking of his heart: we may as well fhake the 
earth, as ſtrike the heart of a finner without the worke 
of God. For though the Law bee a ſword, yet unleffe 
God take that fward into his hand, and ſtrike there- 
withall himſelfe, it thal not be able to wound a finher, } 
Therefore the firk worke of the Hoh Ghof is to awa 
ken a finher, to fet finne upon him, that he may be fit 
to receive Chrift. . 
Secondly, when this is done, that the heart is thus 
N | M dre 
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f ewing | prepared by the Spirir, then the Hely Ghef fhewesus 
3 z pat i d * 4 by Chrift, hee fhewes she usſearchable 
N che fiche, ef Chriſt, what is the bope of owr calling, and she 
i riches of . ° : i | 
Chris. | glorious in heritance prepared for the Saints, and what 
Erh. r. 18,1, ig the exceeding greatnefe of bis power in them thar 
opened. | beleeve, I fay + Wee ‘peed the Spirit to fhew thefe 
thin Se w | BE 
E 05. But, you will ſay, a man may ſee theſe thing: 
without the helpe of the Spirit. 
No man can Aaf.It is true, in fome manner you may, but not in 
aot a ſuch a manner as fhallaffeé you. For there is a man: 
Tasto be affe ner of ſeeing proper only to theSainits,and that is the 
&ed with thé, proper worke of the Spirit in them, when we ‘thal fo! 
ic i = fee them, as to be affected with them. Orherwife,you 
pot the 8 g F 
may reade che Scriptures a thouſand times over, you 
may underſtand them, yet you fhal! not bee affected 
mith them, t ill the Hoh Gof ſhew them unto you. 
This is the fecret of God, that he revealeth to thofe 
whofe he meaneth to fave, that is, vhen hee prefents 
theſe ſpirituall things prepared for us in Chriſt, in 
fuch a manner, is that we (hal love them, ind embrace 
them, whea we ſhall not onely fee the truth of them, 
but tbe goodneſſe of them: when God half not onely 
_ | fhew us the advantages we have by Chrift, but the ex. 
cenlencyof Chriſt, ſo that ve ſhall be in love with his 
. | perfon, as well as to be ready to receive the privik- 
with him: o 
Nos this is done by the Spirit, 1 Cer. 2. 12, Wee 
have received the Spirit of God, by which we know the 
things that are given ws of God, and they are revealed to 
us by the Spirit. They are two or three times repeated 
ia 
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in that Chapter: as if he fhould have faid, if you faw. 
them no more than other men doe, than naturall men 
doe, you would be no more affected with them than 
they are: but when you have the Spirit of God to 
fhew you the things that are given you of God, that 
| is the thing that works upon yon and affects you. | 
And {fo in Zohn 13. 2 1. faith Chrift, 2 é/l cowe to hins, 
and foew my felfe to him : When Chrif fhewes himſelf 
to a man, it is another thing than when the Miniſters 
‘fhall ſhew him, ot the Scriptures nakedly read 
doe fhew him : fer when Chriſt ſhall fhew himfelfe 
by his Spirit, that fhewing draweth a mans heart to 
long after him, otherwife wee may preach long e- 
Eee, KAY fhew you that thefe ſpirituall things, theſe 
privileges are prepared foryou in Chriſt, but it is the 
oly hofi thar muſt write chew in your hearts, we 
enn but write them in your. heads.. Therefore the 
Lord taketh that as peculiar to himfelfe ; I will write 
my Law inyour hearts < That is, I will make you.affe- 
Ged with the things that I fhew. you, and this is the 
teaching of God. There is a teaching by men, and a 
teaching by God; that is, when Ged fhall enable a 
man to fee things in good earneſt, otherwife it will 
bee bat asa man thar ſees a thing, when his -minde 
is upon another matter; ſo, wee fhall fee, and not 
{ee : but when the Holy Ghoſt fhal! fhew yon theie 
things, yon thal {ee indeedt ill then you may hear oft 
enough of thefe things, but your harts wil be minding 
other matters; ſome about the ir profits, and ſome 
their pleaſures, &c. but when the Holy Ghoſt ſhall 
thew you theſe things; that is, when he preſents them 
2 to 


Ioba 14. w. 4 
o 9 


Ter. 3 1. 33. 
opened. 

Teaching of 
God,whar, | 


— 6 feli Faith. 


to us, that draweth the heart from minding 9 


things, to feeke after Chriſt, to long after him, 
and not to content your felves, till you be united to 
him. 


But befides this, there is 2 third act of the Holy 
Ghoft, by which he workes it, and maketh this Faith 


effectuall; and that is the teſtimonie that che Spirit 


gives to our ſpirits, telling us, that thefe things are 


` {ours : when the heart is prepared by the Law, and 
{when thefe things are fo fhewed unto us, that we prize 


This alfo muft 
be wrought by 
the Spirit, 


them, and long after them, yet there muft be a third 


thing, that is, to take them to our ſelves, to beleeve that 
they be ours; and there needeth a worke of the Spirit 
for this too: for, though the promiſes b: never fo 
cleare, yet having nothing but the promiſes, you will 


finde that you will never be able to apply them to your 


(elves : but when the Holy-Ghoft ſnall fay, Chrift is 


thine, and theſe things belong to thce, and Ged is thy 


Father; when the Spitit fhal! beare witneſſe with our 


ſpirits, by an immediate work of his On, then we fhill 


The teſtimo- 
ny of the Spi- 
| rit wroughe 
two wayes. 


f 
By c'earing 
the promifes, 
2 


By an imme. 
diate voice, 


—— —— — 


beleeve. This is neceſſarily required, and without this 
we ſhall not belecve. It is true, the holieſt man doth it 
two wayes. a 5 
One is, by clearing of the promiſes fhising into 
Our hearts, by fuch a gst as makes us able to diſcerne 
theck, ànd to beleeve them, and to affent to them. 
But beſides that, he doth it by an immediate voice, 


by which he ſpeaketh immediately to our ſpitits, that 


we can fay as they faid , Zohn 16. Nom thou ſpea be i 
plainely, and ſpea beit no parable. we under ſtand thee 
fully: fo till the Holy-Ghoſt ſpeake to us, we are ina 

cloud. 


— el 


— 


— 


— A — — 
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cloud, God is hid from us, we cannot fee him clearly; 
but when we have this Spirit of Adoption, to give us 
this witheſſe, then we beleeve plainly indeed. Therefore 
in 1/41.57.19. faith the Lord, I create the fruit of the 
lips, Peace, &c. That is, the Minifters may {peake peace 
to you, but unleſſe I goe and joyne with the Miniſter, 
except I adde a power of mine owne 5 that is, fuch an 
Almightie Power as I ufed in the Creation, it thall 
.| Rewer bring peace to yon. I create the fruit of the lips, 
| that is, the words of the Miniſter to be peace, other. 
| wife they would be uneffectuall. Therefore, I ſay, there 
muſt be a work of the m pips perſwade a man in fuch 

a cafe.And you fhal finde by experience, let a Miniſter : 
| come to them that are in deſpaire, they will not ap 
prebend the promiſes; though we ufe never fo cleare All arguments | 
reafons, though we argue with them never fo long, and wigheac che 
never ſo firongly, we fhal! finde that all will doe no- | SPH pfevaile 
thing, it will be but labour fpent in vaine, till dd. 
himfelfe open the clouds, till he will {mile on a man, 
and fend his Spirit into the heart, to give a fecret wir- 
neſſe to him, till there be a worke of his owne joyning 
with the promifes,we finde by experience, that our Ja 

bonr is loĝ, 
lt is tme, ve ought to do this, and every man is bound 

to look to the Word, for Faith commeth by hearing. and 

to hearken to the Minifterie, for it is Gods erdinance 

to breed faith in the heart: but yet, till there be a work 

of the Spirit, a mau ſhall never be fo perſraded, as to 

have any ſure aud found comfort by it, | 
No all this is done by the Spirit, it is the wonder- 

fall worke of God: for when Chrift is propounded to 

; M 3 men, l 


Iſal. 57. 19. 
opened. 
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As great & 
work co move 


the ane, . 


take Chri 
as to rayſe 
the dead 
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men, when he is offered, as we have often offered him 
to you; we have fhewed you what acceſſe you have to 


him, that no man is excluded, that he is offered to eve- 


ry creature under Heaven; we have fhewed you the ge- 
neralitie of the Promile, that tc takes-in all, that you 
are contained under it, that you may apply it to your 
ſelves ; I fay, when all this is done; yet when a man 
comes to performe this, to apply it to himfelfe, he is 


no more able to do it, than a dead man is able to ftirre 


himſelfe. Therefore the fame power that raifed Chrif) ` 


from the dead,is required to work faith in our hearts, 


as it is in Ephef. 1. 19. According to hie mightie poper| ` 
from thej 


dead, So that it is as great a worke to move & mans) 


which he wrought in Chri , when he raiftd h 


heart to Chrift,as to put life into a dead man; we are 
as utapt and backward to it, as a dead man is to receive 
life. For what elſe is the reaſon, that when we b 
Chriſt to you, when he is offered to you, that chece be 
fo few that are affected with him, that there be fo few 


that take him 2 Doth it not ſtrew, thax you are dead? 
Yea, fo dead, that unleſſe God call you, and that there 


be a mightie worke of the Spirit, the hearts of men 


will never anſwer unto us. Therefore that is required 
as a condition in all them who will come, Ad, 2.59, 
So many as the Lord our God (ball cal : that is, when 
we preach, except there be a fecret voice of the Spirit 
of Chrift {peaking to your hearts, as we doe to your 
eares, and faying, Ceme and take Chrif, no man will 
come. We fee Chrift faid to his Apofttes, Pan 
mes and prefently they followed him: (for it was 
not the outward voyce that did it, there was a fecret 
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-e within ) fo when God fhall call men td take 
Chriſt, then they doe it, but not before. That 
word that is uſed, Lake 14. 23. Gee and Comspell 
them to come in, that my honſe may be full, it intimates 
1 in us. When men are compel- | 

it ſhewes, that not only the arguments are ftrong | compelled to 
& forcible,bur that there is agreat backwardneffe in forge in, what 
men, that they tnuſt (as it were) be conftrained, that 
they muſt be put on it by force, and againſt their will; 
| fuch is the unap:neſſe that is in men. 

So faith Chriſt, No man can come to me exgept the What isim- f 
Father. draw him. That phraſe of the Holy Ghoſt | pled by draw- 
fhewes,that there is an extreme backwardneſſe, that | toh; 
if they be not forced to come (as it were) they will | opened, 
not doe it; not but that when a man is once wrought 
upon by the Holy Ghoft, he commeth of himfelfe» 
but that phraſe is uſed onely, to fhew that backward- 
neſſe that is in man by nature. For when the Holy | How the 
Ghoft hath wrought upon the will, and hath turned | govcth, 
that, then a man commeth upon his owne legs, and is 
moved from an inward principle of his owne: there- 
fore men are fo drawne, that withall they runne after 
him, as it is Cant. 1. but it fhewes this thing for which 
I have uſed it, that there is a wondrous backwardneffe |- 
in all of us by nature, and that this muſt be done by a 
great worke of the Spitit. ee? 
Therefore the Apoſtle Paul, in Ephef.1. in all the 

former part of the Chapter, to the 18 Verſe, having 
declared the great myfterie of ſalvat ion, he takes] 
himfelfe up on the fudden, and begins to thinke with 
himſelf, though I fhew you p is to no pupon 
l i 


Luk. 14.23. 
opened. 
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if God fend not the ſpirit of revelation, &c. Therefore 
he lifts up his heart to God, befeeching him 20 give 


| ebem the ſpirit of revelation, to open the eyes of their under. 
| fand ing,thas they wi gͤt fee the hepe of their calling, and the 


|viches of their inberitance with the Saints. So ſhould Mi- 
‘| nifters learne to doe, to pray for the people, that God 
would infuſe and fend his Spirit into their hearts, that 
they may be able to. perceive theſe things effectually, 
with a right apprehenſion to ſee the fecrets of God 
in them: you alfo ſnould goe to God, and befeech him 
to help you with his Spirit,that fo you may be able to 
apprehend thefe things, and that they may be power-| 
full to work the faine thing for which we deliver them 
to you: and fo we have fhewed you theſe three things; 
3 ſirſt, what effectuall Faith is, 1 in fhewing you 
: why it is called effe@uall Faith; fecondly, wherein 
the efficacie of Faith conſiſts; and thirdly, kow it is 
. wrought, 
4 Now laſt of all, we are to flew you the reafon why 
Why Godwit | God accepts no Faith but that which is effeQuall : 
‘| Paich bur thar And there is good reafon,why no Faith fhould be ac- 
which is efec- | Cepted of God, but that which is effeQuall. 
mal. Firſt, b:cauſe otherwiſe it is not. Faith at all, if it be 
Becanfe elſe it not effectuall; and if it be not Faith, it is no wonder 
ed m that he doth not. accept of it. I fay, it is no more 
al. | Faith, than a dead man is faid to be a man: you give 
| | the name of a man to him, yet he is not a man 5 no 


| more is Faith that is not effectuall, any Faith x ir hath 
Sim... | oRely the name of Faith, and there is no more in it: 

| but as dead Drugs, which have no efficacie in them; or 
as dead Plants, or dead Wine which is turned into 


Vineger, 
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Vineger, it ceafeth to be Wine, it is no longer Wine, 
but V.inegers fo it may be faid of ineffectuall Faith, it i 
is not Faith, it hath the name and the fhadow of Faith 
Onely, and therefore God accepts it not. 
. Againe, God will fave none, unleſſe they be recon- 1. . uch 
ciled to him, and be fuch as love him; for that condi- | Fáth hach ne 
tion is every where put in: 40 things hall work together | love, 
for good to 1 that love hin; and, he bath prepared a Rem. f. l. 
` | Growne for them that love him, Now if Faith be not ef. | 
f fe&uall, there will be no love; and if love be neceffa- 
Frily required, God cannot accept that Faith that is in- 
effectuall. l oi g 
Againe,if God fhould accept of a Faith that isinef-), . . 
| fectuall,the Devils have fuch a. Faith, by which they | Devils have 
, apprehend the Word,and a Faith that brings forth ef- | fucha Faith, 
ects, for they feare and tremble; but this is not the — 
Faith that puri fieth the heart, it is pot an effectugll, it 
is not a purging lively Faith. : 
Agame, Chrift receives none but them that denie 4 
themſelves, and are willing to take np their creſſe and R— 
to follow him , that wortiße the deeds of the. body by the tification, — 
Spirit. Now, an ineffectuall Faith doth none of theſe; | 
and therefore that Faith that ſaveth, muſt bea working 
| Eaith, or elfe thefe things fhould not be neceffarily 
| | required, | 


— 


Againe , it was Chriſts end, in comming into the E 
World, That he might destroy the wor bes of the Devil; Chis fd 
and, for this end hath the grace of. God appeared, that men loſe the end of 

ould denie ungoalineſſe and worldly lusts, and for this 1 4 
end did he give bimſelfe, to purifie te himfelfe a people i 
zealous of good.workes, He comes to be a King, as well 

| aS: 
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— as a Saviour, to rule among his people, to have men 
obey him; whichc.cw.¢ not be, if faith were not ef- 
fectuall, if it did not puritic the heart, and enable n 
to denie all worldly luſts, 4 ts live ſaberh, righteonſi, 
and godly in this preſent wirid, a 
6 | And laft of all, good works are required of neceffi- 
1 tie, as the way to ſalva: ion, Ehe. 2. 10. Ve are Gods 
Je lvation. wort wanſbip, creates in Je ſus Chrif anto ceod mor bs, which 
| he hath ordained that we ſboula wake in them, Good 
| works are required of receflities God judgeth us ac- 
cord ing to cur works, Ruw, 2. and at tke laft Day, the 
reward is pronounced according to that which men 
marie, 35, | Pave done; When I was in prifos you vijited we, when I 
36. was naked jou cloathed me, Xe. Mach. 26, 3 5,36. And 
if they be required for ceccffiti¢,then it is not a dead, 
liveleſſe, workleſſe faith, but a powerfull, energeticall 
5 faith, a faith that is Rirr:cg and act ive, a faith that is 
fleffectuall,vhich God requires, without which we can- 
not be faved. We come now to make ſome ufe of what 
hath beene faid. 

Ufe 1. Firft, if God accepts no fairh but that which is effe- 
Te wie cur | Ctuall,ic fhould teach us not to be deceived in a matter 
faith,whether Of ſo great moment; it fhould teach us to look to our 
itbe found, | fith,to conſider whetker it be a right faith, or no. Ifa 

man have Evider ces, upon which his Lands and whole 
eftate dependeth,if one fhould come and tell him thar 
they were falfe Evidences, it would affect him, he could 
at the lea ſt be readie to look and to examine themʒand 
yet theſe are matters of leſſe moment. 

Simile. If one be told that his Corne is blafted, thar all the 

Trees in his Orchard are dead, that all his Money is 


j counter- 


e Effeltnall Faitbd. jı | 


counterfeit,2 man would look even to theſe things; a 
man would have that which he hath to be found, and 
not counterfeit: and fhal not we then look to tte faith 
| that we have, upon which the falvation of our foules 
depends, ſeeing Cod accepteth none unleffe it be 
ſound, and feeing there is fo much counterfeit faith in 
the world? It ſnhould teach us to looke about us, and l 
conſider what our faith is: For, zs S. Jawes faith, Faith | Iam, 1. 14. 
without works cannot {ave us, What availeth it, my bre- 
ehren, if a man fay he bath faith, and bath not worki 2 can 
his faith fave bimi So] fay to every man in fuch a caſe 
thou that thinkeft thon haft faith, if there be not works 
too, if it be rot effectuall, if it be not a lively faith, 
will ſuch a faith favethee ? If a man ſhould come and 
fay to one chat 3 the Balſome or Drugs which 
be hath (that are dead, and have loft their efſicacie) | 
Will fuch a Balſome heale theez[fa man have a gil led 
Target made of Paper, a man may ſay to him, Will 
that Target defend thee? And fo I fay, when a min 
hath a counterfeit faith, Will fuch a faith as this fave 
thee? It will not fave you: you may pleaſè your ſelves 
in it, as a man is pleafed with a falfe Dreame; but when 
yOu ate awaked, you fhall finde that you are deceived. 
| Learne therefore to couſider of your faith,to fee it it 
be effeQuall. 6 
When the Lord proclaimed himfelfe to be 2 mer: | Hr 4.6, . 
ciſu God, forgiving imiquisic, tranferemien, and ure; 
yet it is added, He wil not hold the wicked innocent, So | 
when we have faid fo much of faith, and that fatch fa 
veth; yet know, that it mutt bea working faith that 
faveth us: it muſt be ſuch a faith as purificth the heart, 
it 
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readie to object; God is mercifull,and I thall be faved 


Five afgue 
ments of Saint 
James again 
workle ſſe 
Faith. 


1. It is vaine. 


2. True Faith 


is working. 


Note. 
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it mult be fach a Faith, that may thew it felfe in fruits 
worthy amendment of life. And therefore $. Lewes 
taketh fo much paines in this cafe,as you ſhall finde ia 


his firt Chaprer,and the beginning of the ſecond he 


layeth downe Rules, and tells them, That if they keepe 
the whole Law, and yet faile in one poinr, cbey are 
guilt ie of rhe whole. 

Ob. Now having dealt fo ſtrictly, fome might be 


through Faith. | 
Anſ. It is true (faith he) if you have a right Faith, 


you ſhall be faved by it: but yet know this, that an- 
leſſe your Faith be fucha Faith as enableth you to doe 
what I fay, ic is a Faith that will doe = no good, it 

veth you, yet it 


will not fave you; for perte 5 Faith 
muft be fuch a Faith as worketh. And that he proveth 
by many arguments; (it is a place worth the confide- 


ring, and fit for this purpofe) I fay he ufeth fome args. | ` 


ments to prove, that that Faith which is not effectuall, 
will got fave us. 


As firft,faith he, if a man fheuld fay to one, Be mar- 


med, or be filed; as this is but vaine liberalitie, when a 
yet a man doth nothing: ſo, for a man to profeſſe that | 


he beleeveth in Chrift, and yet doth nothing for him, 
it is a vaine Faith. 

Secondly, ſome man might fay, Then haft Faith, aud I 
have workss, [bew me thy Faith by thy werkes. That is, if a 
man have Faith, he will thew it by his workes. As if he 
fhould have faid, If the Sunne be the por Light, let 
it give the greateſt ſplendor; if the Load - ſtone be of 


fuch a vertue, let it fhew it, by attrading the Iron to it: 


So 


— ————— ———³ j — ae amen —— — — 
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So if thy faith be effectuall, thew it by thy worksz that 
is, if thy faith be a true faith, it muft be aworking faith, 
or elſe it is nothing, God will not accept it. 
Thirdly, uak ffe it be a working faith, an effectuall rue Peril 
faith, the Dlvels have the fame: Thon beleeve,t that have fucha 
there is one God, the Divels dee the (ame, and rremble, faith, 
J Fourthly „ if any man could be juftified by faith 
without works, Abraham might have bin fo juſlifiedz | ever juſtibed, 
but Abraham was juſtified by his works, that is, by fuch | without work. 
a taith as had works joyned with it. And not Abraham : 
only, but Rehab (t hat is anotker example) for it might 
be Objected, Abrabam indeed beleeved, and was juſt iſied 
by works; but Raksb had no works, fhee wss 2. ie ked 
woman, and therefore was juſti fied by faith: = ` J 
.. To this thóreforeheanfwererh, that fhe hid works, 3 
or elſe ſhe could not have been faved, il leſſe the had | oe © 
fucha worke as that, in fending away the Meflengers, 
her-faith could not bave juftified her. Iodeed that was 
a.great woarke, for fhe adventured her liſe in ii | 
And laſtly, faith hee, as the body vir baut chr qu iſ o 11 j 5, 
dead bod), 2 ſtink ing carrion, there is no pre cis uſne ſſt faith: 
nor noexcellency in ir: fo faith without workes is dead. 
Therefore lock to your faish, do not think that a faith 
that meerly taketh Chrift, and beleeveth in him, that 
it is a faith t hat thall juftifie you: Ler all theſe argu- 
ments perfivade you, that if it be not a working faith; 
it ſnall do you no god. Therefore let this be the firſt 
gfe, to confider whether it be eſſectuall or no, by the 
work ing of it. S | 
The ſecond uſe that we nyay make of it, is this: 
Hence we fhould learn to judge of our eſtates and 
, conditiors, ! 


——— — 
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9 


Simile 


conditions, by the efficacie of our faith: for if no fait! 
be received but that which is effectuall, then it be 
hooves us to looke to the working of our faith. 

Againe, if God accept no faith but that which is ef 
fectuall, hence we may learn alſo net to beleeve all that, 
fay they have faith, nor to beleeve all thofe that 
they have none. As for thofe that fey they bave no 
faith, yet if we fee the fruits of faith in them, that they 
have thofe things that faith brings forth: If you fees 
man that complaineth be beleeveth not, yet if he lo 
the Saints, if he endevour to keepe Gods Commande- 
ments, if he continue not in any knowne fiance, if he do 
tot dare to omit holy duties, nor to flight them ; cer 
tainly this man hath faith, for ve finde the effeas of it 
there: although he have lof oneact of his fa, which 
is the comfortable aflurance of a goodefare yet ifthe 
firſt act, hy which he reſteth upon Chrift, & by which 
be taketh Chrift to himſelſ, be chere, we mayconclude 
there is faith. When we fee fmoake,and feele heat we) 
fay there is fire, though we feeno flame: fo when we 
fee thefe fruits in a man, we may boldty fay he hath 
fa ith, though he hath not fuch a reflect act, as to know| ` 


himſelfe that he hath it, and fo to have a comfortable 


aſſurance of his condition. 3 | 
On the other fide, if a man faith he knoweth and fs 
perſwaded that his finnes are forgiven, hiseontcience 
is at reſt, and yet for all this we finde no 'workes; I fy 
this man hath not faith, for there wants the efieacieg 
it: So that as the two ſonnes in the Gafpe!, one fid 
te would goe into the Vineyard, and did nots the other 
faid he would not goe, yet afterwards he repented, and 


went: 


0 Eda Faith, 


nt: fo it is wath theſe two; The one faith be hath no 
th, and yet for all that we fee he doth the ehings that 
th requireth,we fee the efficacie ot faith in him: A- 
ine, the oter faith he bath faith, and yet doth not 
ing forth the fruits of faith, he doth not fhew the 
icacie of faith in his life; the one ſhall be juftified, 
e other ſhall be condemned. ta 


As when we take two Drugges, or two Pearles, &c. | 


e One hath loft his coleur, feemeth withered and 
ad, fo that to rhe outward view it hath loft all, yet 
bath its efficacie ftill chat fuch a thing ſhould have; 
e other looks very faire, and hath a right colour and | 
ell, but it hath no-efficacie in it: we ſay, one is a live | 
Drugge, and a good one, and the other a counterfeit: | 
s when one man Complames that he bath no grace, 
u he is an hy pocrito, and yet lie brings forth fruit 
thy amendment of life, and we fee the working of 
s faith; I fay, this is true faith. On the other ſide, he 
u wakes a (hew of faith, and yet wants the.efficacie 
it; he hath no faith. We thoaid learn thus to judge, 


en men profeſſe they have faith, and we finde it not 
their workes, It fhould teach both civill men and 


pocrites to know their eſtates, for it diſcovereth 


ch. For when the civill man commerh, and ‘feeth, - | 


st be doth much of rhe fecond Table, and little cf. 
e firft. and the hypocrite againe doth much of thej | 


f, and little of the ſecond: fet them confider, that 


* 


th enableth a man to have reſpeſ to all Gods Comman. pfl. 119.7. 


wents ; it workes a general! 3 And as this is 
ie forthe ſubſtance, fo it is alfo for degrees: for if 
od accepts only effectual faith then fo much efficacy 

and 
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and fo much working as you find in any man, ſo much 
faith there is. If there be no workes, there is no faith; 
if the workes be few, the faith is a languiſhing faith, if 
the works be many, the faith is great and ſtrong. That 
is the fecond ufe we ſhould make, to learn to judge ⁊ 
right of our ſelves and others. . 
| Ufe 2. Thirdly, if it be onely an effectuall faith which God 
| To juttifie the | accepreth, then this juftifieth our Doctrine againft the 
| Good works Papiſts, that fay we teach, that onely faith juftifiech, 
| againft the and require no good werkes. I fay, wee teach, tha 
pks aa- not a naked. but aneffe@uall faith dothit. So that al 
7 the difference betweenethem and us is this, we agree 
| both in this, that workes are neceffarily required to 
Í 


falvation , that no man {hall fee God without them, 
without pureneſſe of heart, and integritie of life. Wee 
ay, except men wortifie the deeds of the body by the fpi-| 
rat, they [ball dye, and, there is uo condemnation to them 
that walke not after the flelb, but after the Spirit: That 
is. there is a neceſſity put upon men to walke after the 
Spirit: in this wee agree, but here is the difference: 
| Difference | [hey fay, that faith and workes both are required to 
berucene us juſtiſie ; wee fay, that nothing is required but faith, 
= Dad ine | and that workes follow faith: we fay, faith indeed is 
| of juftificari- ' working, and produceth fuch effects; fo that whereas 
on. they fay faith and workes, wee fay faith onely, but it 
' /ouft be an effe&uall faith, a working faith. 

Ob. If they object that place of S. dames, Wee are 

not juftified by faith, but by workes. : 
aa Arf, I anſver, that there isa double ju ſtiſicat ion; 

Juſtification ow A : 

| double, ithere is a juftification of rhe perfon : fo was abraham. 
! juſtified by faith, as Saint Paul exprefieth it, Rom. 4. 
: But 


eee aa 
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But then there is a fecond juftification, a juftification ` 

of the faith that Aérabams had, he Iuſtified his faith by 
his workes, he fhewed that he had not a dead faith, a 
liveleffe faith, a faith without warkes, but that he had 
alively effectuall faith: for he added waskesto his 
faith, his workes wrought together with his faith. So 
that ifthe queftion be, Whether Alralum wasa hy- 
pocrite? His workes Iuſtiſied him that he was none. 


faith is nothing alone, if workes be not Joyned with 


ct 
415. Ianſwer, that when it is faid that faith is made 
perfe& by workes, themeaning is, that faith is made 
good by works; the perfection of faith is declared by | wo: 
workes, As one that profeſſeth that he hath an Art, Si; 
and that he is able to doe this and that; if hee doe the 
worke wherein his Art is ſhewed, ifhe make any arti- 
ficiall worke, by that he maketh good his Art. Or, as 
when we ſay theſe Trees are good, becauſe they have 

ſappe in them, they are = dead Trees, eit 
| ree 


na 
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Tree is made perfect by ti. e fruit; fo faith by wockes 
is made perfect. Not that workes put life into faith; 
the ſappe muft be fitſt in the Tree, and then it bring- 
eth forth fruit: ſo there mutt be firſt a life in faith, and 
then it bringeth forth workes. So that when we fay, 
that faith is made perfect by workes, the meaning is 
that workes declare faith to be right, as the fruit doth 
declare the Tree to have ſap. Bo 
Againe, if it be objected (as it is by them) that works 
and love &c. are to faith, as the ſoule is to the body: 
‘or as the body without the faule is dead, fo faith witkent 


| workes is dead: Hence they gather that faith is as the 


body, and that love and workcs are as the ſoule, there- 
‘ore faith juftifieth not, but workes, i 


Anf. To this I anfwer, they takethecomparifon a- 


by cheſe words, miſſe: for the {cope of it is this; as a fouleleffe body is 


aith without 


works is dead. 


nothing worrh, it is drad, and no man reg ardeth it; ſo 
is a workeleſſe faith: The meaning is not that workes 
are as the foule, and faith as the body: but, as a man, 
when he lookes upon a carcaſſe, and ſeeth no life init 
ro pulſe, no motion, no ſenſe, fuch a body is nothing 
worth: fo when we ſee a faith without motion, that 
hath no pulfes, that hath no expreffion of life in it, ſuch 


"Ta faith is of no worth. 


Why good 
works are re” 
guxed, ſeeing 
hey juſtife 


ob. But you will fay, If we be not Juſtified by 
workes, to what end are good workes required? `` 
Anſ. I znſwer, there is end enough, there are motives 
enow: Is not lovea ground ftrong enough to bring 
forth good workes? When this obiection was made 
to S. Paul, Rom. 6, If Grace abound, why may we not 
finn the more ¢ for Grace aboundeth as finn aboun- 


— deth: 
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| deth: hee might eaſily have. anſwered; Except you 


doe yvur good woskes, you cannot be faved: but hee 
faith, How can we shat are deade to fin live any longer 


willbe ſuch a change wrought in him, that he fhall find 
Chrift killing finn in him, and he thall beraifed againe 
to newnefle of life, in ſo much that lie muft of neceſſi- 
ty doe it; there will be love in his heart, that will fet 
him a worke, that will conſtraine him: therefore ſaith 
he, are you not baptized into Chriſts death: That is 
when a man is in Chrift he is dead to finne as Chriſt di- 
ed for him: ſo that though there be no ſuch motives 


the taking ot Chriſt, there is a love planted in the heart, 
there is a change wreught in the heart, ſo that there is 


eas: he deſires nothing: more to be imployed in it, 
it meate and drinketo dee the will f God. Is not this 
enough to move uss? 

Againe, though good workes be not required for 
Juſtification, yet this may be a motive: God rewards 
us, he chaſtens and afflicts us according to our workes 
. Pet. 1. 15. Wee call bim father that judecth every 
one according to his werkes: That is, if out workes 
be gaod he is ready to reward us; if we faile, hee 
is r-ady to chaſtiſe. us, as a Father doth his children 
trerefore let us psffe the time of eur dwelling here with 
feane.. .So: thar the Saints, after they are in {tate of 
arace, they may contract a kinde of guiltineſſe unto 
tem, ſo that they may make their Fatherangry they 

ma 


..} therein? That is, when a man is once in Chriſt, there 


as fora man to get heaven by his workes; yet upon 


an aptneſſe init to doe good workes? fo that nowa 
man delighiteth in the law of Cod concerning his inward | 


1. They evi- 
dence our ri 
in Chriſt. 
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y they have a different rife, they rife from diffe- 
When the Papiſts are asked, What 


An hypocrite any naturali maa, fe that hath the moft impure heart, 
fing out of may not hee, to eſcape Hell and to get Heaven, doe 
God. all the workes that the Papiſts require and forthe fame 
nd that they require them? May he not give almes, 
&c? But to doe it out of love, that is a thing that no 
hypocrite is able to reach unto: And therefore wee 
fay, that the meaneſt worke, even the givise of a 
wp of cold water, isa good worke if it proceede from 
love: whereas, take the faireft worke, that hath the 
greateſt glory aud ſplendour, though it be a Mar- 
cyrdome, if it come not from love, if it be not a fruit 
faith, I/a man give bis body to be burnea, & gůue ui tha 
~ He bath to feed the poore, 2 Cor. 1 3. I. if it come not from 
ove, God accepts it not. So much for the third ufe. 
Vfe 4. The fourth ufe that we ſhall make of it, is this: 
To labour to Hf nothing bee accepted, but that faith that is effe- 


find aaa, ctuall, we ſfould learne hence, that if we will grow 
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in ability to work, if we will grow in obedietice, we 
muft grow in faith for all efficacy muft come from 
faith, for it is only the effectualneſs of faith that God 
requires. That is, if there be any effectualnèſſe in 
man, that comes not from faith, God requires it not: 
for it is the efficacy of faith hh God requires. Ter- | 


| 181 


fore if we will be enabled to do the duties ofnew o- 

bedienae, labour to grow in faith that mult enable us 

to dowhatwe do: if we have nòt the ground, all 
that we doe is in vain. Therefore when we find any hat coig f 
coldneffe; any weaknefsinthe graces we have; any korake ! 
languifhing ; increafe faith and all other graces will 
grow. Ifyou find you cannot pray, when you find 
your hands weak, and your knees feeble, that you can 
not rim the wayes of Gods commandements, ſtreng · 


thé your faith labour to increafe your affurace. Whé | Labouring u 


the branches ate weak and withered,we uſe to dung — 


o take in 
eakeneſſe of 


the root: ſo in this cafe, labour to ſtrengtlien your uſe. 
faith: for that wit enable youto do much, ic is all invall A in genig" 
Fhis will be of much ufe to us many cafes. When pardon after. 
a fin i committed, we fhould labour now to recover finneis com- 
our ſelves out of that relapſe. What is the way? By sin 


“J . In conflict 
labouring to get aſſurance of the forgiveneſſe of it. with ftrong 
Go to God to ſtrengthen thy faith, that is the way late 
to get out of ſin. | 
If there be a ſtrong luſt that thou art to grapple | 
withall, & which thou canſt not get the victory over, 
the way is to go&increafe faith, to encreaſe affurace, | 
for the morefaith increaſeth, the more loye,the more 
the heart is inclined to God: for faith turnes the bent 
ofthe Heart from W a deſire of 


Š * —— . the | e 4 | 
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the praiſe of men, to Ged: So thatthe more faith, the 
more ability there is to ſtrive againſt the corruption 
that is in you. 


Againe, ifa man find he wants patience, he wants 
shan falnefle the way is not to looke on the Vertues, 
to read moral! Writers, but go and ſtrengthen thy faith 
and that ſhall enable thee to do wonders: otherwiſe 
we water the branches and let the root alone. 

Thus ſhould we Minifters doe, lay this maine foua- 
dation, to build up our hearers in this, and the reſt 
will follow. This S. Paul did that was the great Ma- 

ſter- builder, he layes down in all his Epiſtlesthe foun- 
dation of Faith: in his Epiſtles to the Romanes, to the 
Ephefans to the Coloftans, to the Galathians; and af- 
ter that he deduceth particulars, and buildeth om it: So 
your maine buſineſſe is to conſider whether you have 
faith, to get aſſurance of that, and when you have that, 
then ftrive againſt particular vices, and adorne your 
ſelves with particular graces: For, becaufe you! 
not to have this maine grace, this root and foundation 
of all the reſt; I fay, this is the reafon why thoſe good 
motions that you have put into you by the Holy 
Ghoft, thoſe motions that you have in the hearing of 
the Word; and the good purpofes that you take to 
your ſe lves, come to nothing, becauſe they have not 
faith for their ground. 

That generall of faith muſt goe before theſe parti- 
culars: Though the Plants be good, yet if the ground 
be not good, and connaturall where they are planted, 
they will not grow. Therefore we find itordinarily, 
that when men have refolutions to give over fuch 


and 
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and fuch finnes, to leave fuch and fuch vices, their 
wicked company, drinking, gaming, and the likezit 
may be it holds fora day or two, yet it comes to no- 
thing, becaufe the main foundation isnot laid, they 
goeto worke withour faith: when the ground is fleſn, 
and the worke fpirituall, how can it live? for eve- 
ry thing lives in its own element; and theſe moti- 
ons in them, are as the filh out of the water: aad 
as the fire, when it is out ofhis place dyes and is extin- 
guifhed, fo thefe geod purpofes, when they are not 
particulars that arife from that generall of faith, they 
are in the heart as a thing out of its own element, and 
therefore they perifh. Theretore when you have thefe 
purpoſes, know that they will come to nothing, it you 
take not the right courſe. Therefore labour to beleeve 
the promifes, to be aſſured offalvation, that you are 
tanſlated from death to life by an effectuall faith: when 
this is done, you fhall find: that your purpofes will: 
hold, and till then they are in vaine. , 
And ſo againe, this thould teach us, ſeeing all dee: 
nds upon faith, when we come to ſearch, to conſi- 
er what aſſurance we have, that ſo we may goe the 


To looke to : 


right way to worke.. For commonly, when weconfi-| ° 
der our eſtates, we looke what fruits we have, what fin- 
cerity hath appeared in our life, and if we {find that 
weake, we commonly conclude that our faith is weak 
alfo;and fo the weakeneſſe of our fan@ification weake- 
| neth our affurances but we fhould goe another way to Twowsletss | 
worke: When we find a weaknefle, we fhould goeto| att 


the promiſes, and ftrengthen our aſſurance: for there 
be two wayes to increa 3 ó , 
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One is b the promilcs, ates wand on which 
tek fecondis by the fruits of fnGtication in in our 
"Now when we finde thefe 


get habi 

Ss out and inlargeth, and —— 
and ſanctiſication inereafeth aſſurance: but ernte 
faith, and then the other as fruits of it.: If: 

a weakeneſſe in fancific ation, laheurto 
5 faith, aud berate 

fdr A 1 | 
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The Third S ermon. 


I T H ESS. 1. 3 * 
e yonr effect wall Faith, & c. 


N the! fifth place ; If nothin b s. 
N pleaſe /G OD, if hee accep . 
of nothin: but what comes judge aright 
from effectuall faith; then ur works. 
voce fhould learne hence to 
judge ‘aright of our workes : 
for what workes foever wee 
doe, they pleaſe GOD no 
father has he. feeth and findeth fome faith in| 
them. The Ufe before ſhewed us how to judge 


* Me — — — . „ , 


aright of our faith ; this teacheth you how to 
judge. 


‘Of Efedaall Faith. 
judge aright of allthe works you doe, that you doc} 
\notmiftakeinthem. For men are very apt to judge 
ſamiſſe of what they doe in this cafe. i 

There be many works that have a ſpecious and 
faire fhew inthe view of men, and perhaps in yeur 
own opinion: But if there be not faith in thy 
works , God regards them not -as James 2. 12. 
when (Abralam did that great worke, in offering 
— aus ( 1 — — ig that- ever 

ce did and the rpreateft. worke that is reaprdac 
ip all the Booke of GOD) yer faith the Apofth 
there, Doe you wot baa deer wrought with bis 
workes? That is to fay, if faith had not fet him on 
than | worke to-doe this, if faith had not beene the Spri 
: i oing, GOD had not 1 
ever you will, further thani 
faith workes with you in all that you doe, God re. 
gards it not. E — 
Therefore you hall obferve in CHRIS TS an- 
{wer to the Woman of Casece in her earneſt pray- 
- Jet, in coming to CHRIST, her fighting and 
ftriving againſt the Devill, her tenderneſſe to her 
daughter, her holding out fo long as thee did; all 
this CHRIS T lookes over: But when he comes 
to give his cenfure of worke, of her carriage; 
Ob woman, great is thy faith, faith he. That was! 
it that fet a great price upon her worke: Math. 13. 
26,27. So take the moft excellent, the greateſt 
workes that can be performed, GO D fets themat 
no higher a price then hee finds faith in them: 
hee weighes by that: fo much faith as is in them, 
0 


mp 
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fo farre he accepts them, fo farre hee regards 
them. Lookein Heé.11. you ſhall find many glo- 
rious works fet down. All the great workes that 
ampfon did, all the woorkes that David did, the 
workes that Gedeon did, the workes that Baruch 
did, the worke that Aeſes did, and fo along; you 
fhail fee there, that there was nothing in all theſe 
workes that was regarded, but their faith: all is 
imputed to faith. And therefore, when you goe a- 
bout any thing, labour to fee faith ſet you aworke; 
and know, that as much faith as there is in any 
worke, fo much G © D regards it, and no further. 
Jacob had done * good things that pleaſed 
GOD, yet GOD, when hee would put a marke 
of his favoui = him, when hee would call him 
Ifrael, when he would change his name, it was 
or that great worke of faith, when he prayed all 
night, when he would not give over, when hee 
would not let him goe, when hee prevailed with 
GOD by faith; now faith GOD, Thy name fhal 
bee called Iſrael. (As if he ſnould fay) Now I will 
put a name of honour upon thee: Why fo? Not 
becaufe there was more in that worke, fimply con- 
fidered, as it wasa worke; but becaufe there was 
more faith in it. And it muft needs be ſo: for G OD 
doth not as men doe, who accept the giver for the 
gift. Ifa man come to you with a great gift, you 
will accept his perfon for it: But GOD accepts 
the gift for the givers fake: though the gift be ne- 
ver 70 {mall; it the giver be fuch as beleeves in him 
it his aflections be right, if he doe it out of a right! 


De 3 ground N 
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God accept? 
c he gift Sor the] ` 
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i ground ; that is, if he doe itout of a ground of 
| faith h 


| is not done to G60 D,. (Maske it) I fay, 7 


the Apoftle had named Patiense and Timperause, 
leſt we ſhould miſtake ( as if he fhould fay, There 


belong not to GO D) Therefore, faith he, Add 


——— 


e is accepted whatſoevor it be. Indeed o- 
therwife whatfgever we doe. we may call it by our 
ownname 5 we may fay, hie is a patient man, ar 
he is a temperate man, or thele are works. ofi 
juftice, or workes of temperance : Bus wo can ne- 
ver call it godlineſſe: except it riſe from faith exs}: 
cept it come from this ground; becauſe indeed ĩ 


than a man · doch a thing out of faith, he darein 
not to God. For to de a thing out -of faith, ia no- 

thing elſe, but when. out of perfwafion of Gade 
loveto me I do this thing meerly for his fake wha 
I have;chofen, to whom I give :my ſeli; ape}. 
that I know loves me.; and therefore, theagh: 


there were no reward fos it I. would: ferve hisni 


This is a work of faith. Now, I fay, this is pro- 
perly godligefle. And therefore in 2 Pet. 16 When 
be many vertues of this nature among men, than 


goalineſſe, that is, Let it be fuch as becomes a|: 
godly man to do. Godlineſſe is that which is 


done to GOD; fuch things, and ſuch qualities as 


bave an eye and reſpect to him, ſuch things 
pleaſe him. What if a mao ſhould doe never fo: 
much? if it pleaſe not God it is loft labour. It is 


. faid Heb. 11.6. that Henoch pleafed God. Marke 
how the Apoftle reaſons: (faith he) without faith is 
1 impofsible to pleafé God: therefore, in that he lis 


| faid 


Faih . 


| 
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faid to pleaſe G O D, it mult needs be through | - 
| faith. You know it is ſaid Rem. 13. Whatfoever a 
man doth, if it be not of faith, and love. God lookes 
not to itʒ you know there canbe no love without 


2 


ith. 3 
Confidér but how it is with your felves;If a man 
fhould doc any thing for you, you know he may 
have many other ends, he may doe you many a great 
good turne; yet if you be perſwaded this comes 
not out of love to me, nor of true reſpect to mer, 
td it not Whatſorver it bee. If it be but a 
if be done out of love, you reſpect 


that theſe are good workes, when as common ati» 
onsthey exclude, as if they were not good workes:. [kon 
But it is not fog we may doe the greateſt workes of 
this mature, and yetthey may have no excellency im. | og 
them at all. | | 

Againe, the very ordinary workes of our Cal- 
ling, ordinarie things to men, ordinarie ſervice 
from day to day, ifit come from faith, if it bee 
doneastothe LO R D, he accepts them, andthey | 
are good workes indeed. This ufe we ought to 
make of it: If GOD regard not any ä 


cn, 
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faith, we ſnould not be deceived in our works which 
we doe. 4 : „ ae | 
Aguine if faith be fucha thing, that no workes 
V(e6. are acccpted without it, that no branch will 
rot it we grow, except it come from this roote; if there 
bee no ſalvation without it, if it be a thing that 
is moft profitable for us; if thou ſaiſt now, How 
may I know whether I have faith or no? Imay be 
deceived in it. When we hang fo much upon this 
peg. we had need be ſure that it be ftrong, and that 
it will hold us. I will therefore make this prefene 
ufe, in ſpewing what the ficnes of this faith, and 
what the caracters of it are, that you may learne to 
judge aright, whether that faith that ſets all the 
price upon your workes be a right faich, or no: you - 
| may know it by this.. 
wea Afel Wöbere there is a true faith, there is a fecret 
8 perſwaſion wrought in the heart, whereby GOD 
of che Spirit. aſſures you that he is yours . and you are his; as 
you have it Rev 2. 17. Te him that overcommeth, 
vill I give that hidden Mannah, and a white ſtone 
with anew name written in it, that hee onely knowes 
that receives it: (that is) Thit is one thing by 
which yee fhall know whether you h. vr true faith 
or no. Have you ever had any of that hidden 
Mannah? (that is) Have you had ech a fecret 
| perfwafion, which hah beene as fwecte as Mus- 
darii „P4hrto vou, which you have fed on, as they fed on 
a Mannak; which.gves you life, as Man sab gave 
life to them? onely he fay:s it is a hidden Man. 
nah, it lyes not. abroad, others feeit not, bur it is 
a Mannih 
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: Manwah that yourheartsfecretly feed on. Sothat 
wou'deft thou know whether thou have faith? 
Hati: God given thee fuch a ſtone with anew name 
written in ite that is, the ftone of abfolution: as... gone, 
the manner was among the Athenians, among what it fignifcs | 
the old Grecians; that the fentence of abſolution 
was given by white ſtones, as the fentence ofcon- 
demnation was by black ſtones: So ( faith he) Gd 
will give him fuch a fecret teſtimony that hee ies 
acquitted, that when he is called in queftion (as 
they were, that they knew not whether they 
fhould dye or live; in that cafe if they had the 
white ſtone, fuch a man was abfolved: So I'fay 
Hath God given thee fuch a ſtone, with thy name 
upon it? Hath he given you fuch a ſtone as youß 
know in the fecret of your heart, fuch as none) 
knowes but God and your felves? (that is) Harth h 
ever opened the Clouds? hath he ever ſhe wd him 
: felfe to you? hath he caſt a good looke upon you? 
hath he wade your hearts glad with the light of his 
countenance in his Beloved? (for fuch a fecret worke 
there isot the Spirit, by which God cheereth and 
comforteth the heart of a man:) that is his manner 
in working faith. E | 
Afterthe Law hath beene a Schoole-mafter to epee 
aman, after there hath beene fuch an inditement, faich. 
that he hach beene brought iu queftion of hi 
life, when there hath beene a great ſtorme 
then he comes into the heart, as he did into 
the Shipp, and all is quiet. I fay, that is his 
manner, he comes into the heart after fuch ə 
; , manner, 


. 
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manner, and ſpeakes peace to a man. Have yeu) 
ever found this worke in your felves, that after 
much trouble and diſquiet within, GOD hath 
ſpoken peace to you, that he hath faid te your 
faules, Z am your ſalvation? Not that that is abſo- 
lutely required, that there fhould be ſuch a trouble 
going be ore: For although it be true, that hee ne- 
ver ſpeakes peace, but when there hath gone fome 
trouble, but. when there hath gone fome. cosvin-| 
cing of the ſpirit before, which convinceth a man 
inne / yet this you muſt know, that ftill the pro- 
mife is made to the comming, and not to the pee- 
paration. And therefore if a man be at his jour- 
nies end, it is no matter how he came there: If a 
man find that hee bee in CHRIST, and hath 
had fuch a teſtimony, from his Spirit, though hee 
have not had fuch a worke of humiliation, as per- 
haps he expects, yet know that the promile is 
made tothat. And if you have that which the pro 
mife is made unto, is not that fufficient? It is true 
as I faid, you muft have it really, you muft have it 
in good earneft, there muſt goe alwayesa worke of 
humiliation before the teftimony of the Spirit 
But miftake not: that turbulent forrow, that vi - 
olent difquiet of the minde goes not alwayes be- 
fore. For example; Take two men, the one is ar- 
freſted and condemned, and brought to the point 
- Jof death, he makes account of nothing elfe: A 
Pardon comes to this man, and hee is faveds there 
was great trouble went before, and he was won- 
'droufly affected when the pardon came: Bat 


ee ee ee. 
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now there is another man that is. guilty of the fame 


offence, & he knowes certainely that he fhall be cal- 
led in queſtion, and he isfure to lofe his life, unleſſe 
his peace be made. Now before this be acted, befor 
that indeed he be put in priſon, before that indeed he 
be condemned, and before his head bebroughte to 

the block, heis certified that a Pardon is come out 
for him. This man knowes his eſtate as well as the 


Pardon, as well as the others 


goc for his life as well as the o tber. 
fure of life 


ly, what the danger is 
not his Pardon: Now 


much as — 


doe not ſtand on chat; he ſure of this, that if there 


comea Bft voyce, thou haft reaſon to beleeve that, 
2 . O what- 


Jather, and he knowes he — hout a 
y he makes as a3 
account of his Pardon asthe other and will not let iti 
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| whatfoever preparations were before, which are di- 
i vers:for God workes fometimes after one manner, 
| fometimes after another. ane 
But now, what is this ſoft voyce? that I may alit- 
tle further come to explaine that: for certainely if he 
come in the {oft voice, that is, tit voyce of the Gof- 
ll, you are ſure. But what is it? 
Itake it to be this. One thing is, when there is a 
cleering of the promiſe, (for the voyce is the v 
Goſpell it ſelfe:) Now when we preach the Gofpe 
to mé, & openthe promiſes of falvation, and of life 
if God doe not joyne with us now, X cleare thẽ to 
you, by kindling a light within, that you {¢é the 
meaning of them; except he, I ſiy doe thus joy 
with us,: you ſhall not be able to: build upont 
promiles, Therefore, that is one thing tahoe niit: 
doe: For though itbetrue, the Word is negre you, 
that you need notgoe up to heaven,norddwn to Hel 
tq fetch it, (for faith x eſes Lean rr he 
promifes are ntere, is your Ee, the dd of 
you)yet; except God doe thew thema clèer ashley 
be, you cannot fee th. As whé leas ftood by Mary 
Magdalen he: was neci enough, but til her eyes were 
opened, fhefew hiw not. So Hagar; the Well was; 
neer enough to her, but till her eyes wer opE ned, 
(he could not fee it. So when we preach thelé pro- 
miſes, when we lay them open as neere as can, as 
neereas may be, yet ir muft be the worke ie Spi- 
tit, to ſee the promiſes, to fee them ſo as td eie de 
them and to reft on thewi. Therefore that᷑ is dné part 
of this ſoft voyce, to open the Goſpell ũnto you. 
' m ne _ There 
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iano eeepc 
There is another,which is the immediate teſtimony | >+Part ofthe 
of the Spitir,fpoken of in Rom. S. This Spirit bear eri | :0t Yovce er 
witneſſe with our ſpirits: when God coincs, and hy a timony of 
ſecreẽ teſtimony of the ſpirit, work ech fuch a perſwWa- ode pit. 
ſion in the heart, that he is a Father, that he is a 
friend, that he is reconciled to un... Objet 
But you will ſay, this may be adelafion. . Anfa. ` 
Therefore you muft have both together: know | How to kadw 

that they are never dif-joyned: Gadnever gives the | the celtimoay 
fecret witneſſe of his Spirit, he never workes fuch a ga piris ` 
perſwaſion, fuch an immediate teftimony but it hath 
alwages the deſtimony of the Word going wiris 
be fare to joyné them, be furethoudoe not fever thé 

ne fro other. So that, if you would know now 
whether yon have faith or n] confider whether ever 
Cod hath ſpołen this to you, or no, whether ever he 
| Wath widughe this worłke im you. Ror faich, you muft | How h is 
now, is wrought in this manner: The Spirit comes, ug. 
and-thewes Chrift to you, and not onely ſhewes yon 
his merit, not Onell tels you tliat hee will be a Sa. 
viuor, not dnely tels you of a Kingdome that on- 
ſhall have by him; but fhewes you the beauty and 
excellency of Chriſt, it fhewes you what grace is, & 
makes youlove it, & then he thewes you mercy: Out | whence 
ofthis you come tó long atfer Chrift, and to fay, I ing after 
would I had him: a man comes to love him as the 
Spouſe loves her Husbang. 

‘Now to this worke he adds a iecond: Chriſt comes 
and tels 2 man, I wil have thee, he comes and thews 
himſelfeʒ he diſcovers himfelf to a man, and {peaks 
plainly, ( ás in that me we have often mentioned, 
: 5 


l Ioh 


when this worke is done, aman may truly fay, 7; 
4y falvationis come to me. Now thou art fure that all 
thy finnes are torgiven, now faith is wrought in thy 
9 heart. Iherfore it thou wouldſt know whether thou 
low cok have faith or no,looke back, reflect upon thine one 
‘| whetherfaxbbelCart, conſider what actions have paſſed thorow 
wrought in us. there:for that is the next way to know what faith i$, 
Tooke what a&ions have paſſed thorow a mans 
heart: a man may know what the actions of his foule 
re, for that is the benefit ofa reaſonahle ſoule, hat 
| . #tisableto returne upon it felfe, tofee what ithath 
done, which the foule of a heaſt cannat doo. 
Abeaftcanna Nov let a man conſider whether fuch a thing have 
‘| Fefle@ upon his paſſod or ‘no; that is, ( marke it) whether on chrifis 
actio * e „. 
man can part there hath beene fuch a cleering of the promiſe, 
hatthou art fo built, that, if an Angell from heayen 
ould come and preach another, Golpell, if Saint 
Pas himfelfe fhould be living on the cart h, an 
Id. preach the contrary, thou woulde& nőt 
eeve him. Doft thon fee the word faglearly,art| - 
_ {thou fet upon the Rock ( asit weare) that thonant 
"fay ia good eameftas the Apoftle faith in Rom: 8.7 
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aſſurance from his fpirit, which will not faile thee, 
whenthoufindeſt thison Gods part, and againe whé 
thou findeſt this act on thy owne part; when thou 
fayft, I have refolved to take him, ( for a man may 
know vrhat he hath dõe) I have reſolved to take him | The atch be 
for my husband, I have refolved to preferre him be- and che foule 
foreall things in the world, to be divorced from all resiprocall. 
things in the world, and to cleave to him: This I 
know ghefe acts have paſſed on Gods part, and this I 
have done 6 my partswh€érhou findeſt this wrought 
in thy ſelf, be affured there is faith wrought in thee; 
whé the Law hach been Sohoole· muſter to thee, & 
whé Chrift hath fpoké peace, & when thou art built 
upon him againe; confider ifthis hath been wrought. 
| This is the firſt meamesto try thy faith: but becaufe 
this may be an ambitious meanes, 2 man may bede. 
ceived in itʒ therefore faith doth fhew it felfe by ma- 
ny re — 1 75 = = to this ae 
(which is i rein faith confiſts) o- Five fignes of 
ther fi sand th are five in mmber. 5 — 
Firft, a man muft know that there may bé many . Hypaerites 
delufions in this kinde, many hypocrites may have | may have grea 
great raptures, they may have great joy, as if they | Po (wafon ch 
wert lift up in the third heavea, they may have great |they are forgi 
and ſtrong perfwafionthat their eftate is good. Sa- |" 
_ [tã ss very apt to delude us in this kinde,to put a coũ- 
terfeit upon us inſtead oftrue faith, therefore wee 
will not content our ſelves with this, but give other 
markes, that will not deceibe. Atthis time you are 
to conſider, youthat come to the Sacrament, is it not 
a maine thing to a you have faith or 
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no? What doe you here elfe? have younothing to 
doe with Chrift, you have, no intereſt in himsand if 
you have no intereſt in him, what doe you with the 
Elements which preſent this body and his blood: 
And therefore you have cauſe to attend to it. Firſt 
therefore, it thou find fuch a worke in thy heart, (for 
if thou conclude that there is no fuch work, thou nee 
deſt not examine further, thou maiſt be ſure that thou 
haſt not faith, but if thou haft ſuch a worke) if thou 
wouldſt know whether it be really or truly, or whee 
ther it be a fancy, or deluſion, conſider: 
1.Signe, Firft,if it be true, it purifies the heart: in 42. 15. 9. 
True faith pu- faith the Apoſtle Peter there, God bash put no diffe- 
3 the | rence between us and them, after that by Ki be h 
purified their hearts. So in Act. 29. 18. Aud thou fbels 
preach for giveneſſe of fins to tbeſe that are e Med 
7 faith. So that this you muſt take as a fare rule:ifth 
Faichandre- | faith be true, it purifies thy heart, it ſãctifies the: and 
ſogechor in che| there fore you fee faith & repentance arealwayes 155 
e together. Repent & believe:for they are never diſ- 
repentance: joyned. If thou find the worke of repentance be not 
1 wrought throughly& ſoũdly in thee, if thou find thy 
heart not purified, if thou be not ſãctiſied, if there be 
not a ſãctified diſpoſitiõ ia thee, be fure it is a deluſi- 
on, it is not faith: or if faith be ( as you have heard 
heretofore)a taking of Chrift, not as a Saviour only, 
but as a Prieſt; and not as a Prieſt only, but as a ki 
Faith, what is too, it muft needs be that there muft bee reall obedi- 
* 55 or * it not a sw nottaken him: 
Obedience. | lf there be nothing but a meer affent, as the Pupiſts 
| affirme in another caſeʒ for faith is a taking of G 
and a 
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a giving of our ſelves to him againe,{o that there isa 
match, there is a barpain,a Covenant between us, as 
he faithin He. 8.8. I will make anew covenant with 
them. Now a covenant hath two parts: If God doe 


you mutt love him and obey him. As in a marriage, 
the huſbãd doth not only take the wife, but the wife 
alfo takes the hufband. If faith be fuch a thing as 
this, there muſt needs bea general! reformation of 
the life,or elle it is certaine thou haft not taken him. 
Therfore know that as there is a lively kepe ſo there 
is a lively faith: & when it is faid to be lively faith, 
it intimates, that there is another, that is a dead faith; 
that is, there is a kind of beleeving, à kind of taking 
Chriſt, akind of giving a mans ſelf to him: but yet, 
(marke it) ſaith he, it is fuch an one as breeds no life 
in thee. Marke if thy faith be fuch a faith as hath 

brought Chrift to dwell in thy heart, fo as the foule 

dwelsin the body, if it be fuch a dwelling in thy 

heart, thet chere be life in thee, for Chriſt, when he 

dels in us, he acts thé foul, as the foule acts thie bo- 

dy: s the body now, when the foul is there, is able 

to move, to ſtirre, to do anꝝ thing: fo the foule ofa 
man, it falls to the duties of godlineis, and new obe- 
dience,to all good works; itis any as the Apoſtle 
ſaith) -o every good work;it is nimible and ready to go 
about them, you arealive to riglieouſueſt. Hath faith 
fo brought Chriſt into thy heart, that he lives in thee 


I am deadto ſin, but live to rightcon{neffe? that thou 


this for you, you muk do fomewhat on your part, 


haft mortified the deeds of the body by the ſpirit? that 
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what. 


Chrift dwels: 
heart, as 
the foule in 


ashe didin Pawi,that thou canff find and fay truly, Gase. 


thou 
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| findeſt another life working in thee ; except chou |- 
canſt find this, it is not true faith: for true faith is fuch 
as brings Chriſt to dwell inthy heart, and he dwels 
there when he revives thy ſpirit; as it is 145 7. 1 3.14 
I dwell in the high heavens & with bim alſo that ; of 4 
contrite [pirit to revive the ſpirit of the humblezthat ts 
he never dwels, but he gives life. And if thou find not 
fuch a life in thy felfe, conclude that thy faith is not 
good. And this you ought the more to marł, becauſe 
many thoufands ſeeme to take Chriſt, & to do much, 
and yet for all ch is, they have not life all the while. 
Take two grafts, it may be there is inciſion made 
in both, both may be planted, as you often fee in 
plants, after they be plãted, if you would know whe- 
ther the grafting be true or no, iſ you come a while 
after, & ſe one of the graſts dead & vrhithered, you 
fay this grafting was not good, or the Rork was not 
good, ſome what was amiſſe: and if you find it to bud 
and that their be life in it, when you fay it was graf- 
ted iaderd, the grafting was aud righe. So hẽ 
a man coms & takes Chrift,ifthou fi bepraf- 
ted, ifthou find thy life to be the fame, ifthou find 
thou art no more able to pray, nor no more able to 
doe any duty than thou waft before, that thou liveft 
in thy luſts as much es ever thoudidſt, thou haft not 
that neve heart, that new ſpirit, and that new affec- 
tion which the Scriptures fpeak of; be fure then 
that thou art not grafted :for if thou wert grafted 
_ |aright-by faith, ( for itis that which graſtethj there 
" [wouldbe life, B = 3 - 3 
Aug. Whenas the graft is tale n out of the former T 


af 
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it beares no more shat fruit, but it lives and beares 
another fruit: Therefore conſider if this be ſo or no; 
and that isthe reaſon of that anſwer of Philip to the 
Eunuch, in the 8. of the 44s, ver. 37. The Eunuch 
profeſſed to beleeve, & would have been baptized: 
Saith S. Philip thou mayeſt, sf thon beleeve with all 
shine heart. Thou maiſt thinke it nothing; but it 
is a reſolvingfrom time to time to give up thy. felfe 
to be Chriſts ſervant, to take his yoke, to weare his 
Livery and his Badge. Now Baptiſm is but a ſeale 
to confirme and teſtifie this to thy felte, and to the 
World, that thou haſt given thy ſelf to Chriſt:ſaich 
S. Philip, tale heed to thy ſelfezif it he falle taking, 
thou maift not have him; but if thou believe wichall Taking Chrit 
thy heart, thou maiſt be baptized. So I fay to men, deceitmiliy.” 
there is a kind of taking Chrift : when a man takes 
him with fome part ot his heart, when he reſolveth, 
I confefs it i: ꝑood, L have a prefent difpofition to it 
it will ferve me for ſuch a turn I am afraid of hell, it 
will deliver me from thatzin fuch an exigent, in fuch 
a croffe,in focha trouble that will come upon mes 
it will free me from thateburthis is not enoughʒbut 
if thou believe withall thy heart that is, when thou 
haft ſummed and reckaned all together, all reaſons, 
| and all objectionsʒ to aud fro, thou reſolveſt aleoge- 
ther to take him in all rſpects _ 
Agtine, when all thy heart fhail come in; that is, 
wheathe underſtanding ofa man is fully perſwaded |Totake chi 
ottheſe promiſes, that they are true, that this is beft |r the whole 
for him to take Chriſtʒ if ebe perſwafion be good, & 
he wil follow ⸗ for that you may take for a * rule, 
there- 
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there is no man that is fully perſwaded, and convin- 
ced every way, that fuch a thing is beſt, but the Will 
will follow. It the minde be right, the Will will fob 
low ; and if the Will follow, be fure the affections 
will follow. For, if a man wils a thing in good ear- 
neſt, and reſolve, I would have it indeed, then his de- 
fires will come and be earneſt; and if he be in doubt, 
feare will come; and if any thing hinder, anger will 
come and thruft away the impediments ; and if hee 
get the thing,there will be rejoycing ; and fo all the 
affections will follow; andthen certainely action and 
endeavour will follow. There is no man that deſires 
a thing earneſtly, but where the affections are ſtrong 
and bufie, action and endeavour will be anſwerable. 
Now, if thou take Chrift withall thy heart, that there 
is no reſervation, that it is not done by halves, then 
thou maiſt have him, and the fruits, and all ti pi2 
viledges by him, foasthou fhalt be faved by him. 
Conſider whether this be done or no. 
When we preach faith, you may fee what it is in 
Ads 26. 7.18. Marke what the meſſage was that 
Chriſt fends to S. Paul, nothing but to preach faith; 
but what was that? faith he, t turne from men, from 
the power of Satan to God, to tarne men from dar ſeneſſi 
to light: That is, to caufe them to forfake the former 
wayes of darkneffe, that they have been led into by 
the Devill, and to turne them to God, to ſeek him. So 
that then a mati is faid truly to beleeve, when hi 
heart is turned to God; that is, whena mas before 
was given · to this pleaſure, or to that pleafure and 
coaimodity,his heart was wedded to it, hee would 
T hav 
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have an eſtate in this world, and he would have cre- 
dit in the world, & he would have place with men, 
and he would be ſome · body ia the fleſn; his heart 
was fet on theſe things, he would follow them. 
Nov faith is nothing but this, we come and tell 
ou that Chriſt is offered; if you will be content to 
t all theſe things goe, and to turne your hearts to 
him, that the whole bent of a mans mind is turned 
the contrary way, and ſet upon Chriſt, this is ſuch 
faith indeed, whea there is this generall turning of a 


mans mind from theſe things. Therefore know that 


faith in Chriſt and covetouſneſſe, cannot ſtand toge- 
ther. When thy minde goeth a whoring after thy 
wealth, what haſt thou to doe with Chrift ? That is 
not to take Chrift. For to tabe Chrift, is to turn the 
mind from theſe — to ſeek him. 
Againe, if thou wilt have praiſe with men, thou 
canft not beleeve: and have that too; it is impoiſi- 
ble. And fo for any pleaſure, for any. luſt; doft thou 
thinke to follow thy pleaſure, to feeke that, to fatiſ. 
ſie thy flefh, and to have Chrift? No, it is another 
| kind of taking; and this is not done with that ſleight- 
neſſe as they did, Ierem. 3. Tes turned to mel ſaith the 
Lord) fainedly aud not with all your hearts : but itisto 
turne in good earneft, to turne to God upon found 
ground. Therefore now let us come to the examina- 
tion of this. 


de no queſtion of this: ve thinkethat faith is nothing 
but a perſwaſion that our finns are forgiven, aper- 
{wafion that the promiſes are true, à perſwaſion * 
the 


Now, it we were not miſtaben id it, there would } 
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the Scripture is true, a perſweſion that Chrift dyed 
for our ſinnes: And thence it is, that men are apt to 
‘bedceived in it: if they tooke faith asit is in it felfe, 
a marrying of our ſelves to Chrift, with all our heart 
and affections, when he hath given himſelfe to us, as 
in marriage, and weare given to him, in doing this 
we ſhould never be deceived. | 
It thou wouldſt know now if thy faith be right, 
examine it as thou wouldſt examine another thing. 
If you take Wine, if you would know wherherjt 
be good Wine, if you find it fl and dead, if you 
drink it, and it heates you not, it warmes not you at 
the heart, it qnickens you not, it revives not your 
ſpitits; you will ſay it is naught, if it were good 
Wine, it would doe this. . 

If you come to looke on Plants, if you find there 
no fruit, nor no leaves, you ſay, this Plant is dead. 

So take a Jewell, and whenit comes to the Touch- 
ſtone, or amy way that you try it you ſay, it is a faire | 
but it is a connterfeit Jewell, icis a falfe Diamond, 
or whatſoever it de. 

If you come to take a dram of Phyficke, if you 
takeo Drugge ifit doe not worke. Take Leven and 
put into your Dough, if ir ſower not the lamp, you 
lay it is adead Leven a connterfeit thing. 

So I fay, if thou finde not faith in this effect, this 
operation upon thy heart, that it workes not this goa 
nerall change in thee, that it fires not thy foute with 
love to Chrift, if thou finde not life in it, and that i 

bring forth fuch fruits, if thou ſinde it not grow 
that it put aaother taſte upon thy whoie foule, that 
it 
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theauensie throughout, know that thou arc decci- 
ed reft not init, caſt it away, get a right faith, ſuc =, 
as will not deceivethee. But I cannot ſtand upon 
this. This is the firſt ſigne of effectrall faith. E 
Before I come to the fecond thing, know this, (by leon for 
the way ) yon that receive the Sacrament, That it che — 
you be unworthy receivers, you cannot doe y our 
elves a worſe turne, thanto offer to come to the Sa- 
ment without faith, to provoke God more, to este | 
& drinke your owne damnation. Now examine your nis" 4 
lelves by fuch rules as this, If you have changed fa 
your life; if you have received it heretofore, & c 
tinue ſtill in your ſins. If you fay, it is true, I hav 
d one it, have returned againe to my gaming, I hav 
returned againe to my fwearing, to my lobſeneſſe, to 
mi Coritpany:keeping; but-yetI had a good mea}... | 
inii, I intended it at that time: woll: chat ts not: - 
nough if thou hadft faith, thou wouldſt doe x in. 
deed: doe not fay, had a good meaning; for, if 
‘hou hadft faith; it would not onely worke a: 
{meaning inthee, but it would worke powerinthee, 
o doe this, that thou wouldſt be able to mortifi 
cheſe affections, it would make a reall and an effe- 
tuali change in thee. Confider, h ow faith doth it: 
faith takes Chrift; when you bre taken Chrift, as 
ivone as ever you have him, ‘he fends his fpirit into 
vour hearts,and the fpirit isable to doe allthis, and! 
doth, as Saint Faul ſaith, when de had C hrift once, I Phil. 4. 12. 
fable to dec all thines through Chrift that fivengthens 
So certainely, when thou haft Chrift,as thou cõ- 
eft to také the elements of Bread and ~~ if 
thou 


P 
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* thou hadeſt taken him indeed, thou wouldſt be 
| | trengrbened to do al things thou wouldſt finde thy 
: heart able to doe this, thou ſhouldſt find a chang in 
_ _ {thy heart thatthou wouldſt doe it without di fficul- 
ty, thou wouldſt finde thy felfe turned and changed 
thou wouldſt have new affections, and a new life. 
And if thou doe not finde this, know that thou haft 
nothing to doe with the Sacrament, know it before 
„ hand, and know that thou hat had warning given 
enen thee, that thou receiveft unworthyly and art guilty 
bloodof.Chritt of the body and blood of Ieſus Chriſtʒ that is, thou com- 
hat mistelt {uchadimne as thoſe that killed Chriſt. 
sefe . AN Hapavastheir finn that killed hime a 
Asf. They defpifed him, they moc‘ed him, they kpe 
Whar wasthe him not to be Chrift, they made no eccount of him; 
grearfian in theingreareſt worke in killing him vas, they defpi-’ 
| killing Chrift. | fedihimy they mocked him: So thou comeft and. 
art bold with him here; it is de/pifing of Chrift: | 
thou didſt reverdnce him, if thou didft feare him, 
if thou didſt tremble at him, if thou didſt know him 
to be ſneh a oneas he is, thou wouldſt not be bold 
to doe it. And therefore, if thou wilt 3 
{mall grounds to goe on in fin, and yet come and re- 
tceivetheSacrament, The Apoſtle ſaith 2 baw art guila 
ty af the body cy blood of Chriſt:that is:thou commit 
teft a finn of that nature, and therefore Jooke to it. 
| Secondly,if thou wouldſt know whether thy faith 
be true or no, conſider whether thou haf this con- 
ſequent of it, the Spirit of Prayer: for wheręſoe ver 
there is a Spirit of faith, there is alſo a Spirit of 
Prayer: that is, (marke it, and you fhal! fee the reaſon 
E why 


* 
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| woy I deliver this to be a ſigne of taith ) Faith, you | 
know, is wrought in us by the Spirit of adoptioa. [spirit of adap- 
Now what is the Spirit of Adoption, butthe Spirit tion what. 
that tels you that ye are fonnes? as in Gal, 4. 6. o 
many as are [onnes receive the [pirit of fonnes. Now 
-| wh: nſoever the Spirit tels a man he is a ſonʒthat is, 

workes faith in his heart, the ſecond thing that the 
Spirit doth, it teacheth him to pray: and therefore 
i hoſe words are added, that you crv Abba Father, 
that is, the Spirit never doth the one, but he doth the 
óther;if it be the teffimony of the Spifir. And there- 
fore this is he feténd'figne. If thou have fuch a per- 
{wation that the Spirit have fpoken to thee, if thou 
wouldſt know whether this be a delufioti or no, thon 
| fhakt¥now it by this ff thon have the Spirit, It will 

make thee Abie to ety Abba Father, twit itake thee 
able to doe two things. 

Firſt, it will male thee able to cry; that they fhall 
be earneſt prayers which thou matteſtz: thyoprayers 
mall be ferveni; they were cold before; chu eameſt 
to performe Ip. labour ‘thou eameſt to doe thy duty 

to performe it, Eon every days: but alas what 
prayer was it? This ſhall makeethe cry. 

But againe, which is the main,‘not onety fo, but c ee! 

thou fhalt ſpœake to him, as to a Father:that is, thou 

fhalt goe to God, and loókè upon him as one doth. | 
upon a father, as one looks upon one whoſe love he 
is fure of, of whofe favour he doubts not, one that he. 


“thas 
* 8 = yy 

228. | 
The Spirit of 
ado 2 
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knowes is ready toheare his fequeſts. It may be S 
thou haft pra ed before, but not tó him as to 4Father < 
ull the while; that is the work of the Spirit; if it ever 
he give! 
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ive the teftimony of thy fonfhip, it will make thee | 

| — fervently, and it will make the pray to God as 
to a Father: that is to be made able to prax. 

But you will fay every body can pray: le that fuch 


lie. | afigne, is that fuch adiftingu:fhing marke and cha-| 
ractet to be able to pray? f 1 | 
Any. My brethren, bee not deceived in it: you muſt 


know, that prayer is not a worke of the memory, or 
or a worke ot the wit. A man that h ich a good wit, 
or aready invention, or a voluble tongue, may make 
an exellent prayer, in bis own eſtecme, and ig the 
eſteeme of others, but this is not to pray. Prayer is 
the worke ofa ſanctified heart, ie is the worke of 
Gods Spirit. There is a double prayer, Rm. &. there 
I towne prayer which is the voyce of our owne spirit 
ſ chere is a fecond prayer which is the voyce of Gods 
| fpiritinas: that is, when the holy ghoft hath ſo fan- 
Gifiedthe heart, whẽ he hath put it iatofuch a whole. 
frams of estes that the heart comes to {peake asit is 
| qpickned,as it is actuated and moved fom Gods fpi- 
rit. Now, faith the text there, Cod knowes the veyce o 
his owne Spirit:for that makes requeſts according to bis 
will, he hears that prayer:but now the prayers which 
are made by the voice of os owne ſpirit, he knowes 
notthe mean ing of them: that is, he hears them n 
he hearkens not to them: confider whether thy pray; 
er be ſuch or no; coafider whether thy prayer bee 
the voyce of Gods ſpirit in the. 
But thou wilt fay how. hall I kaow that 
Thou fhalt know it by this, as I faid before; Doeſt 
thou come to him as to a Father? Another man 
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prayes to God, it may be, all his life, but he comes 1 rokn 
to him as a ſtranger; yea, fometimes he may bee! the voice of 
very earneſt, when it is no prayer, but whenhe is put Gods Spirit in 
an exigent, he may be earneſt, as a Theife is earneſt: Mched me 
_ | with the judge to ſpare him: there may be much 

bearneftneffe, although this may be far of from pray- 
er. But canſt thou come to God as to a freind? Canſt 
thou come to him as to one whoſe favour thou art 
aſſured of:. Canſt thou come to him as to a Father? 
Except thou canſt doe this, know that he regardeth 
not thy prayers: e 
Ad this me thinkes now, when we conſider wee 
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wicked how- . 
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Note. 


»- Signe of 
aich: peace. 


for? They were to be delivered frõ the preſẽt Hick 
on, they were to have Wine and oyle in that great 


them not, he takes them by weight, & not by nüber, 
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Will not a Dog, or a beaſt, or any other unreaſoua- 
ble creature, when they are pinched, when they are 
in extremity, will they not cry, will they not mone 
for helpe? Your prayers were no more, they were 
but howlings upon your beds. And what were th 


dearth that was upon them: And ſo in thoſe cafes 
your earneſt prayers are but howlings upon your 
bed. And therfore think not that this is prayer, be not 
deceived in it. And thèrefore it is the manner of the 
Saints, if you would know it; vrhen they come to 
pray, they come boldly to God, they come boldly tö 
the Tirone of Grace, as the Apoftle faith, Eb. 3. 7. 
By faith we have boldnefs and entrance with confidence 

Another man he prayes earneſtly, but examine his 
heart and he muſt needs ſay, Indeed God isa ftrager 
to me, I cannot be confident; it may be he hears me, 
it may be he hearts me not. Whereas we are required 

\to Lift up pure hands in every place, without wrath ar 
donbting; we are required to come with boldneſſe. 
And know this, that if otherwiſe thou pray morning 
& night, if thou make never fo many prayers fró d 
to day, if thoube neverſo cõſtãt in thẽ, God regards 


not by number, nor by labour, not by earneltneffe, 
which is a thing that may come frõ the fleſh. Ifthy 
prayer come fro his Spirit he accepts of it, if not, be 
ſure it is no prayer, and ifthere be no prayer, there 
is no faith. 

Thirdly, ifthou wouldſt know whether thou haft 


faith 
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faith or no, confider whether thou have peace: for 
faith — the heart as well as purifies ir, asthe 
Apoſtle faith, Row.5.1. Being juftified by faith we have | 
peace with God. Now if thou wouldſt know whether 
thy faith which thou haſt be right or no, conſider if 
there be peace there: Haft thou that peace that paf- 
ſeth all underftanding? You know now ifa man were 
in debt, and were ready to be caſt into prifon, and 
faw not how he fhould eſcape, and one ſhould pro- 
miſe him an hundred pounds, which would deliver 
him; if he beleeve this freind, he is full of peace and 
quiet: if thou believe thy pardon to be good, there 
will be peace. p ` | 
But you will fay to me, thereis many a man hath 
peace who hath no faitb. | 
It is true: But I would asks this qneftion concer- 
ing this peace: It is a peace that comes after War? daf. 
thou knowledge of that enmity betweene God trie 
dthee: Haft thou had the fence of it, and after | 
haſt thou beenereconciled againe: It is ſuch 
calme as followed after a ſtorine going pefore: As 
faid before, when it hath beenalwayes ſo with thee, | 
when thou haſt had peace, and there hath beene no 
difference with thee,certainely this is not peace; this 
isa blind peace, when a 1 notbecaufe | 
he hath efcaped the danger, but becauſe hee never ö 
faw the danger, becaufe he faw not what danger why ‘many i 
there was, Hence Itis, that many men, yea, many | 2 evil ef 
ehoufands of men, live peaceably all their lives and pci 
dye peaceably, Alas, the reafon is, bécaufe they | 
were never acquainted 7 the Doctrine of Juſtifi- 
2 g Cation. 


Objet. 
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cation, and of Sanctification, they are ftrangers | 
to it; and hence it. is that they die with as much 
_ Cõfidence asthe beft Chriftians,they have no more | 
Note. trouble than holy men: for this is all one, to be fure 
that I am free from a danger, and not to kno wait; 

both breed a like confidence. o 
Againe, know that there may be peace built on 
dul en peace fancy, fuch contentments as a man may finde ina 

cy. ; 

pleafant dreame, heis as ftrongly perfwaded as the 
waking man: So, many Hypocrites that have had 
ſome trouble before, and come to have ſome peace 
after, they thirike it ſure, when itis binfeupona falfe. 
ground, and not upon the ſure Word. Therefore 
cconſider whether it be fuch a peace as is well built, 
` whether it be fuch a peaee indeed that eaſts opt Så- 
tan, and thou fiddett fome aſſaults made by him a- 
game. For, be thou aflured; if it be trie peace, it Sa- 
fan be. caſt out, he will not let thee alone, thou falt 
Je ſure to have thy peace troubled, hee will make 
pang rebellions againft thee by the ftefh andthe 
orld: Arnd therefore ff thou finde “all quiet, that 
there are no fuch aſſaults in thee, that there are no 
troubles or attempts made on thee, be thou àſſured 
itis counterfeited peace; But ſtill keepe this, “that if 
Bere Be Hlth. chere will be peace; that: is, the heart 
{will be at reſt, it will be quiet, there will be a cer- 

ta ine ſecurity in God. n 
See it in other things. Take faith in any thing elfe 
gand you ſhall fef fó thuch faith, fo much quiet in 
ou. For example, Hannah, in 1. Sam. I. 18. when her 
et it ion was granted, that fhe believed it; faith the 
Po : ‘Text 


rue peace is 
fla ; lted by 
atan, 
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much faith, fomuch quiet. Looke 8 David in 
aith he, Thos 


breake a mans fleepe,when he lay in that danger, that 
if Achitophels counfell had taken effect, he had beene 
deftroyed: and yet now, faith he, I laid me down 
and flept-as if he fhould fay, This is an argument 
of my faith, my heart is at reft and quiet, ſo that I 
can fleepe quietly without ftirring: and fo S. Paul 
{ve how he accounts it, how he behaved himſelf, 
when God told him that he fhould a 117 at Rome 
before Cefar, he knew that he ſnould be delivered 
from fhip-wrack. and though forty men had bound 

P3 | them- 
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5 postk c or rat y 
{urance : te peace that arifeth from theconfidence 
in the creature, when a man thinks he is {trong in 
tiis wealth, when he thinks he is 2s reſt. The other 
is Frota affardncein God; ‘I know that he will beas 
as his word ; T kuow whem Thane truſted: Let 
ecurity be built on this ground, and the more ſecu- 
7 ity the more faith. Therefore examine thy faith by 
ji .I ſhouͤld adde föimiowhat - more in this, and 
— wine? et reſervs ur il thes 
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The Fourth Sermon. 

IT n 8s. 1. 3. | 

Remembring your eff ectuall Faith, Orc. ! 
Asem HE third character of Faith, which I Tbe chr 
| Cea) fay) named in the morning, but, did: not bes, fakh{ 


9 fully fioith , is this; if we- have: jufti- nn. 
fving faitb, then we have peace. In this 
woe fhould take heed, As it is a great 
mercy to have a true and ſound peace; ſo to have a 
peace nat well bottomed, is the greateſt judgment 
in the world; when God gives up a man, that he ſhall 
be fecure and at reſt, that he fhall not have his mind 
occupied about ſinne, or aboud matters of falvation; 
I fay, it is a ſigne that fuch an one God hates, if it Vnſound 
continue fọ with him, it is a ſigue God will doſtroy — 4 
him. But yet peace af Conſcience, upon a good, — J 
ground, is a. ſigne of faith; as I ſhewed in 2 

pai =o P4 Hannah 


— 
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i Now you muſt know, that all.thofe inſtances that 
we brought you,that where faith is, there is peace & 
! orno. For if you believe the main, certainly you will 
. believe the te pe aa conſider with your felves, | 
T (to enlarge this fign fo far: ) If thou wouldeft know 


fi 
Bur one 


hearts and minds im Chrift Jeſus. Mark the oppofition: 
ſaith he, In nothing be carefull; when matters of trou. 

„l ble come, when croſſes come, when great bufineſſes 
1 | eome, wherein thou knoweft not which way to turne 
wey | ` = thee 
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oe uane Ds not thou carefull; | 
oe the thing. Thou fo much care as to i 
ſet thy head aworke,as to deviſe pnt todoe, and to il red and 
fet thy hand aworketo act itʒ bus let therebe no fo» |f#bidden. 
licitude to diſturbe and diſquiet thy affections with- 
in. Let thy requeft be made known to Gods then she peace 
e God which paſſeth all iderſtãding ſball keepe thy bears) 
and mind in Chrifi Jeſus. As if he ſhould fay, If thou 
be not able to doe this, it isan interruption of thit 
peace, itis a contradiction to that peace which paf- | 
{eth allunderftanding, that keepes thy heart in com. 
munion with Chrift: if thoube not able to caſt thy 
care on him for other things, that peace belongs not 
tothee. Where there is a fecret intimation- Not 
but that men may have this peace, and be inordi- 
naetly carefull, but ordinarilyit is not fo. He ſpeaks 
not of fuch infirmities as the Saints are ſubject un- 
toby diſtemper, but of an ordinarie courſe. 

Confider now what chou doft for the things of 
this life: faith Chriſt, Math, 6. Ohꝭ you of little fish! 
Why for What was the ſigne of à little faith? Saith 
Chrift, Doft thou thinke that he will cloath the sre 
of the e ts day a, andto morrow is caſt into the 
Oven? Doeſt thou thinke that he will provide for the 

oung ravens that cal upon him, & wilt thou not beleeve 
that he will doe fo forthee ? It thou doe not beleeve 
this, thy faith is nothing. If thou belceve little, thy 
faith is little. Conſider that, conſider how you car- 
your ſelves for the things ofthis life: do you thinł 
that God will doe the maine, and will not dee the 
lefſe? Doe you thinke that hee will give Wag U 

an 


oar rr fe 


Tue cage will have faith in particular cafes, 


ready to take hold of a: leffe, and to . upon 


come and tell yowof earthly thi 5 
things So I ſay, if you wil not believe 


i you beleeve him for the greateſt ma:tters of alva. 
ber matteis of 
ſal ration. 


of you up at the laſt day? Therefore, conſider whe. 


are things which you have continuall ufeef ,youare}. 


and will he not give you other ig ath 


faith that takes hold of the r “ma in 


ite God is able to doe the greateft, and is he not able E 
to doe the lefe ? Therefore, I fay, in ſuch a caſe, as) 
Chrift faith, John 3. 12.to Nicodemus, If — f | 


how. would you bcleeve, if I post pete tar 
earthly things, whenhee promifeth chefe, how will 


ion? How will you beleeve in him for the givingofi 
Chriſt? How will you beleeve in him for the r 


her you be able todoe this or nosand'know;thatif 
there be faith, it y ou have faith for the maine, you 


As for ne topive you fome inftance:Gen, 
24-7. when Al brabam had Wee wer occafion to 
fend his ſervant to get a wife for Iſaac; ſaith the ſer- 
75 the woman will not comewith me: Sce now 
rabams anſwer was, 7 hut God which tooke me 


vant, Sy 
what 4 


| from my Fathers c hath made me many promifesbefere, 


(that is, God that hath done the greateſt matters 
for me, that hath promiſed me the Bleffed feed, in 
which all the Nations ofthe World ſhall be blef- 
fedsdoft thou thinke he will not helpe me in ſuch 


ja particular? hee will [end his Angell before tue, and will 


certainly givethee good ſucceſſe. 
Confider what you doe in fuch cafes as thefe:thefe 
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put many times to ſuch exigents that you thall have 
ſomwhat to truſt God for, and ou will | be tryed in it. 

So likewiſe S. Peter, that truſted God for the main, 
when it eomes to the particular cafe, that he is bid to 
lauch out into the deepe, when he is cõmanded to draw 
out the Ship and to goea ſiſhing; although he had 
no Kepe to doe it, he truſted in thofe particulars, that: 
Chriſt would not faile him: When he bade him goe 
upon the water, hee truſted that he would ſupport 
him. Take David fee how he truſted in Cod, ho ma- 
ny oceafions had he to truſt on him? As itis true for 
the maine; ſo for the particulars. So S. paul, did not 
he truſt God for his maintenance? See in his Epiſtles 
‘how careleſſe he was that way. So it is with all the 
Saints. Confider what you doe in theſe things: See 
whether your hearts be & prace in cheſe things, whe- 
ther you truſt in God, or noʒ ſothat your heartsare at 
felt that you can ſitſtill and connnit your careto God: v 
if ſo, it isa good argument that you reſt in him for 
the maine. So much for that, | 

The fourth ſigne or Character of falth is, To hold 
out: and that you ſhall ſee in theſe three branches. 

Firſt when it fhall cleave to Chrift conſtantly. 

Secondly, when it will take no denyall. 

Thirdly, whenit is content to wait in prayer, and 
not be wearie and give over. 

I fay if you would know whether your faith be ef- 
fectuall, you fhall know it by your holding out,whe- 
ther it cleave conftantly to Chrift. If thy faith be in- 
effédtuall, (as you have heard the laſt day) it comes 
either from miſ- intormation, (you know not 1 

5 Chrift 


T 


222 


t. Out of mil- 
information. 


2.Out of feare 


3.Off of love |. 


to his, and not 
to him. 


4. Out of 
ſlender & 
flight grounds. 
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Chriftis, nor what it is take to him; you looke for o- 
ther things from him: when you fee what it is, if your 
faith be not effectuall, you will goe back or elfe 
you take him out of feare, or yout of love to his, and 
not to him; or elſe out of falſe and fender grounds: 
Now if you would know whether our faith be fuch 
afaith or no, confider if it hold out, if it cleave to 
him : 


If thy faith come of mif-information; when thou 
haft experience of Chrift, whenthou feeft what he re- 
5 at thy hands, when thou conſidereſt and un- 

erſtandeſt what he puts thee to, there is an end, thou 
giveſt over. 

If thy faith come of feare; as ſoone as the ſtorm 
is over, as ſoone as thoſe troubles in mind, thoſe dif- 
quiets in conſcience are paſt, there is an end, thy faith 
cleaves to Chriſt no longer. ä 

If faith come out of love to his, of love to a King - 
dome, nothing but hel and heaven, and ſome prefent 
commodities that move thee; when better things are 
offered, thatare more preſent commodities, there is 
an end of it. ` 

Againe, if it be out of falfe, flendes and 
flight grounds; when ftronger reafons and objecti- 
ons come, that faith craſeth likewiſe. But now then; 
when thou findeſt that thy faith holds out, when all 
theſe are paſt, when all theſe are taken away, when the 


feare is gone, when ſuch an offer is made, when all the 


objections are made that can be, this argues that 
faith is ſound and good. Conſider therefore whether 


thy faith cleave faſt and conſtanly to Chriſt or no; 


whether 
— . — 
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whether it hold out, when thoſe flaſhes and good 
moods will not, whether it overcome, hen it is aſ- 
ſaulted by the gates of hell comming againſt it. That 
is, when a mans faith is good, it is built upon the 
Rocke upon ſuch a Rocke, that if the Devill himſelf 
and Principalities and Powers come, with all their 
ſtrength, and all their wit, with All their temtations, 
and deviſes, it faith be found, it will hold out, the 
ates of hell ſpall not prevaile againſt it. The woman 
ot Canaan had a fhrewd triall,whé Chriſt tels her the | 
was a dog, in plaine tearmes, aud when it came from. | 
Chrift himſelfeʒ and yet when her faith was good in 
deed, fhe could not chule but ſhemuſt cleave to him 
the would not give over, there was a ſtrong faith that. 
did knit her heart ſecretly unto Chrift;theve was the 
ground, that fhe heit out, notwithſtandihg all ob. 
yections; Although, it may be, ſhe knew ndt howto}: 
anſwer them, yet fhe ler not goe, and that wasa ſigne 
her faith was good: So, confider whether thy fai 
hold owt ven chou art putto-fuch tryalisas thefe. 4 : 
|: se ar whether thou wileréccivemote-:j2. To take a0 


thou çi to feeke'‘forgivencfle of finns: ‘confi. 
der'witetherthor arr able to halũ dut, thouglxhe de 
ferre long befote he grant it: There'is no grace that, | 
God gives but he hath tryalls for it after ward; Hee 
gives thee the grace of Patience, he will put ther to 
it, thou ſtralt have fome croſſe, ſome affliction or| _ 


orher. 1 „ “ae ee E a 1 
Ice give thee love, he wil do as he did with 3 
ee 
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he will ſee whether thou wilt forſake him or no; he | 
will make thee an offer of preferment, an offer of 
wealth, of praiſe, of fomewhat or other:to fee if thou { 
wilt part with that for his fake or no. 
Ihe gives us faith, he often tryes us in this caſe, he 
denyes us long, he wreftles with us, as he did with 
Iacob, he makes many ſhewes of going away. Thus, 
we know he dealt with Daniel, as {oon as he began to 
y the iſwer comes, that his requeſt was granted; | 
ut God would not let him know fo much;he lets 
him goe thorough with the worke,hee lets him feek 
earneftly, and then he reveales and makes itkaown 
unto him. So perhaps God intends the good, but he 
will put thee to the tryall, confide therefore if thy 
p held = in = ar pe A = 
ine, when thou otten an aniwer, J 
Pisoni haft gotten thins anſwer, thou — — 
* lõg before the thing it felfe be givé the: Therefore 
confider ifthoubecontentto wait for it, for that’s the 
property of faith, to be willing to waite,as David of. 
té tes it, [wasted apo the Lord. You know, dbra- 
‘| ham, bow God tried him that way; when he made 
him a promife ofa feed, of a ſonne, you know how 
long he waited for the performace. So Iſaac, he wai- 
ted long before he had thoſe two fonnes, Zacaò aud 
God puts his Eſas. So God will put thoæ to it, to wait it may bee 
children to for matter of Iuſtification, that is, he will not hew] 
wait. himfelfe, he will not ſpeake peace unto thee, hee 
Ja juttification | Will not. give theea good looke, but yet he gives | ; 
. ‘thee a fecret ſtrength that thou fhalt wait, pa 
| thalrnorgive over, thou ſhalt ftay till he fpeak peace 
3 that 


i 


that is, till thou have comfortable affurancc,till thou 


fo for matter of factifications It may be, God will 
ſuffer fome ſtrong luf to wreſtle with thee, to con- 
tend with thee, as he ſuffered in S. Paul: he will put 
thee to wait, betore he will givethee victory over it. 
If thy faith be good now, thou wilt confider that he 
Lhath ſworne, he hath made an abſolute 3 

hee will give the Holy Ghoſt to thoſe that are in 
: | Ghrift, that no fin ſhall overcome them, or have do- 
. | minion over them. If once thou come under grace, 
ifthou have faith, thou wilt never give over, but wilt 
be content to waite dnd continue, ſtill ftriving and 
-wreftling with it, thou wilt never lay downe the wa- 
ſters, as a man that is overcome, xs a man that is dif- 

as a man that ts weary of the fight. 

Ana fo for matter of deliverance; perhaps God wil 


thou wilt not make baft, thon wilt be content to 
wait. ab. a. The vifion is for an oppointed time, it will 
. bes Therefore, faith he, wait, it will come, it will not 
Fey. That is, there is a certaine fime that God hath 
1 for thy deliverance, before he will give 

ec ſuch a particular mercy;confider whether thou 
be able to waite in fuch a cafe: for, ifthere be faith, 
(marke it) a man will be fure to waite, and not to 
give over: asin Jens, 1; it is given there as a figne 
that faith is unfound, they had fo much faith as to 
come to Chrift; but that was a ſigne that their faith 
was , and unſound faith, chat it was not able to 


* 
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have the ſull teſtimony of the Spirit, as thou hafta in Sang 
ſecret teſtimony of the firſt working of faith. And on. iii 


leta croſſe lye long upon thee : if thou have faith, 


wait to the end bat gave over. It 1 
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Sermon, or upon fuch an occafion; but ifthy faith 
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Ifa man were ſure now, that fuch a man were in 
the houſe that he muk ſpeake withall, he will wait 
till he come out, if he be fure he be there. If thou be 
fure of God, it thy faith he ſound, though he doe not 
an{wet thee prefently, in many particulars, yet thou 
wilt be content to wait upon him. Therefore this 
will {hew that many a mans faith is unſound, ſleight, 
and uneffectuall, that they have fo ſoone done, that 
they are ready to doe much in flathes,infome good 
moods, on a Sacrament day, it may be or in the time 
of ficknefle, or when they are affected with fome 


were right it would hold out, it would cleave to 
Chrift, it will goe thorow with all tryalls, thou 


| wouldeft receive no deniall, ic would continue wai- 


| Go 8 ine of effe- 
&uall faith, 
the concomi- 
tants of it, 
which are 
: foure. 


1. Loves 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— — eee, 


Faith which begets love; and fuch a love as ſetsq må 


cannot denye it: you know how they arej 


faith, be good, it will have love joyned wieh it. For 


"ag upon him. This is the fourth figne. 
aft of all, you fhall know faith by the concomi. 
tants of it, and they are foure; Love, Hope, Joy, 
and Humility. If there be Faith, ifthy Faith -be 
good it will have alwayes Love joyned with itzas tt 
Apoſtle S. Peter faith, in 1Pet. 1.18. Whom theugh yos 
have not ſeene, yet you love bins, And you know th 
place in Gala. y. Faith which worketh by love: That is 


6 work. But it is a thing that needeth no proving:y 8 


to- 
gether inthe firſt of the Corinthians, Chap. 3. F aithi 


Hope, aud Love: And it muſt needs be fo, that if thy 


if thy faith be right, thou lookeft upon God as upon 
friend, as upon a Father; now thou lookeſt upon 


8. 


earneſt? 
qu will fay, how ſhall I know it ? . 
It is not a place now to ſtand to give notes of Love: 


| 
Love be not there: But yet I fay, if thou love him, 
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Chrift, as on one that is married to thee : thou look- 
eft on him as upon one that loves thee, and hath gi- 
ven himfelfe for thee. Now if thou fee this, and art 


{waded indeed that hee loves thee, love will beget 
love, as fire begets fire. Therefore, ifthou wouldſt 
know whether thou haft taken Chrif indeed, confi- 
der whether thou love him or no. 4 
| But you will fay, you love Chrift, I hope there is 
no great queftion ofthat. | 

Solomon faith, Every man will makè fhew for fa- 
fhions fake, ofgoodnefle, but whre can you find 4 feith- 
full man? So may I fay of Love: Every man faith he 
loves? but where fhall one find one that dath love in- 
deed? Therefore confider, doeft thou lave in good 


wee will onely thew at prefent, that Love is a ſure 
companion of Faith, and that Faith is not good, if 


thou fhalt find that in thine owne heart, thou needeſt 


Inot goe far for a tryall ofthat. : 


Love is the mok ſenſible, the moft 8 moſt a- 
ctive affection of al others. Conſider if thov love any 
Creature, or any thing, any man or woman, doſt thou 
not feele thy affections ſtirring in thec? doeſt thou 
not finde thy heart thus longing after them whom 
thou affecteſt ? thou delighteſt to be in their compa- 


. preſence, thou deſireſt to be with them. 


ifa ſtrangnes 80 Gene youat any na 
a t 


perſwaded of this indeed, if thou thinke, and art per- 


Obie 


An{wer 


| N f 
Quek. 
Anf. 

Tryals of love 


1. By the 
quickneffe 
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thy heart is not at e. ſe till all be right againe between 
you: So, doeſt thou love the Lord Jeſus? Doſt thou 
keepe his commandements? Doth a man profeſſe to | 
love God, and cares not to vex him and anger him? 
Againe, Doft thou hate finne? Doft thou thinke 
to love God, and not to hate that which he hatethelf 
aman love God, he is holy and pure; and there is no 
man that loves the one contrary, but he muſt needes 
hate the other. There is no man that loves light, 
he muft take hate darkneſſe. If thou love Gad in his 
perſon, in his purity, in his holineſſe, thou muſt hate 
finne: and this hatred is generall; thou wilt hate all 
finne, if thou hate any, and hatred will breed the de. 
ſtruction of a thing. ä . 
Againe, Doft thou love God? art thou willing to 
doe any thing for his fake? Doft thou reckon matter 
of greateſt difficulty, eaſie to doe; as Jacob did make 
ita matter of eaſe becauſe of love? ta 
Againe, Doft thou love the Saints, thoſe that are 
like him, thofe that are of ſuch a diſpoſition as God 
is of? Shall a man fay he loves the purity and the 
holines of God: whieh he hath not ſeene, which is hid- 
de n from his eyes, when he doth not love the holineſſe 
and the purity that he ſees in his Saints? For there 
it is taught in a viſible manner in the creature, where 
le is eaſier you: may fe it more proportionable to 3 It is a 
1 hundred times more eaſie to love godlineſſe in th 
chen in Gad. Saints, than in God himfelfe, becauſe he is rem 
farre from us, and they are amongſt us, and 
viſibly ſeene. Therefore except thou „ 
which thou ſeeſt holineſſe in; except thou feeffthy 
hear 


2. By hating 
ſinne. 


. By doing. 


4. By love to 
the Saints. 


Duma 
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heart inwardly, to love them with anaturall affecti -| 
on, as it were, that that thou loveſt them whether thou 
wilt or no,thou doft but pretend. 

Againe, Doft thou love Chrift? Art thou willin a 

to part with any thing for his fake? Love is bountiful n 
Thou ſayeſt thou loveft God: What if hee will have 
ſome of thy wealth? What if he will have thy credit? 
What if he will have thy liberty for his fake? Ifthou 
love him, thou wilt be content to doeit. Therefore, 
conſider if faith hath begotten fuch a love in the, fo 
that thou canſt truly fay, thoagh thon hah not [een him 
yet thon loveſt bim. 

The ſecond concomitant of Faith, is Hope? If 1 
thou -haſt Faith, thou haft Hope. And this diſtin- Hope difin 
guifheth a Chriftians faith from the faith of Repro- guitheth the 
ates, fromthe faith of Devils, from the temporary Rians 1 
faith that others are capable of: You know the De- faith of Divels 
vills beleeve and tremble: He fayth not, the Devills po Repro: 
beleeve and hope; for that they doe not · Hope is aa 
property of Faith, where there is Faith there is 
Hope. Now you muſt know, that a man hath never 

faith to beleeve, but he hath hope which makes him 
expect what he- beleeves. If aman havea promiſe o 
ſo much mony which he needes, he hopes for the per- 
formance of it, and quiets himſelfe; when he caſts 
his thoughts upon it, he is at ret: when a man be. 
leeves it, he hopes for it. Take an Heite that hath 
ſuch poſſeſſions, vrhich is yet a Ward, and is young 
he hath not the Land in poſſeiſion, but (marke) what 
hope he hath; it is not a vaine hope, but fuch a hope 
as puts other conceits in him than other men bare, 
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Hope may be 
igled wirl 
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pats another fafhion upon his actions, it makes him 
neglect many good thingsthat he would doe; heewill 
not be of fuch a calling, he will not be diligent: for 
he hope:, hee makes account of it: See how fuch 
things worke upon a man, which he is not to have in 
ſeven or eight yeares after, perhaps. So thou hopeſt 
for Heaven, Ic is not a vaine hope, but by it thou 
ſhalt carry thy felfe after another fafhion, and be fo 
minded, that thou wilt have an eye to it: and every 
man that lookes on thee, may fee that thou! haſt an 
eye to its So that Faith is accompained by Hope. 
But now you muſt not ſay, that if a man hope, there- 
fore there is no feare mingled with it: for you mutt 
know, that a man may have Hope that is true and 
good, yet may have fe ire mingled with it. For this 
you muft know, that if there be nothing but hope, it 
isa fign that that Hope is not good. And therefore 
thou haſt ſo little reaſon to be diſcouraged, becauſe 
‘hou haft ſoms feare miagled with thy Hope, that 
thou haft the more caufe to hope, & to thinke that thy 
hope is good, becauſe there is feare mingled with it, 
for know that there is 2 certain ſort of men, that have 
neither faith, hope nor feare; as Atheiſts, that have 
ſome hope but no feare, is Divels and deſperate men 
that have ſome feare but no hope; as preſumptuous 
men which have but a fhadow of faith: But thoſe chat 
have hope, and feare mingled with it, thoſe may ra- 
ther hope that that hope which they have, is good; 
they may he ſo much the more confirmed in it, becauſe 

they have ſome feare mingled with it. 5 
Therefore confider whether thou have hope or fio: 
Confider 
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‘Confider in what mameer it is joyned with faith. 
When thou beleeveR th Chriſt᷑ is thiae, that Heg- 
ven is thine, that thy ſinns are forgiven, and thou art 
ſaſonne of God: but theſe tibings thou haft not yet, thou 
art as any other maa, there is no difference betweene 
thee and them, thou- hafta g more in poffefion than 
other mentlſat walke with tidee; now. comos in Hope 
and that oxpecteth that which is to come, that holds 
up thy head, as it were, that though you have nothing 
at all forthe preſent, yet that hope will comfort you, 
thatttzeugh you have troubles, and oroſſes, and a 
thoufand thing more, to obſci ire and blot your faith, 
and the waves go over your head, that youare ready 
tobe drowned,this hope holds yrou above the water, 
arid ‘makes you to expeét with:comfort 1 
come: and not fo onely, but, I fay, it is a lively hohe, 
a Hope that ſets a man a-worke; a hope that purgeth 
him. For, you know, that which a man hopes for, hee 
‘will -endeavour to bring it to paſſe, it is fucka hope 
n not faile you; but will continue as well as faith 
itfelfe. | 7 7 
Thirdly,- the third concomitant of faith is Joy: 
- | Romanes 15. 13. The God of hape fill you with joy threugh 
belee ving If you havebeleeved, vou have Joy. So in 
_ | the firſt of Peter: chap. z. verfe 8. In whom you have be- 
eve (faith he) hens, though you have not feene,yet you 
kelel ved in him and joy with joy unſpeatbable and clorieuse 
(Au if he ſhould fay ) If you beleeve in him, you ſhall 
know it by this, Whether doe you rejoyce in him, or 


And it muſt nexds befo: As you know, he that 


— 2 


f hope. 


3. Joy. 


: | noe: Confider, that where there is Faith there is joyi i 


dhe * 
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4 

don was ſleigtx, fo was their faith, they hac alittle 
‘humiliativa for their fins, and they tooke Chrift in 
amor: remiſſe manner. Aid astheir faith was, ſo 
was their jo, all fleight. But now when faith is 
found and gic, tht joy is accordingly great, it is 
agreat Joy, thatat the leaft overcomes all other; that 
take what ioy you wil, if a inan could have an earthly! 
ingdome here, ifa man could have as great pleafure; 
heere, as mans nature is capable of, it he had never 
o much praife and glory of men, (theſe things we 
naturally rejoyce in) a right Chaittian, that bath 


he may reioyce in the hope that he kath that his fins 
are forgiven, butall this while he reioyceth after a 
carnall manner, as, you know, aman may reioyce in 
pirituall things after acarnall manner, as a man may 
eioyce in a carnall thing after a fpiriceall manner. 
herefore the joy of hypocrites, when it is at the 
pent, it is but a carnall ioy; there is fomething there 
hat his fleſn is able to reioyce in it, it may be * had 

3 ome 
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\fome feareand terrour in hisconici¢ace, & akter chis ' 
omes a perſwaſion perhaps that his.finsate torgiven | 
him, and that he is inayood eſtate; that fame flek- 
lyfeare and griefe before, that worldly feare & griefe 
will have a ioy anſwerable toi, anaturall iay;and yet 
it may be great, it may be a great flath of ioy; that 
may be asa Land · flood, make agreat thew, which be- 
auſe it hath no ſpring, is foone dried up; but it makes a 
oreat flaſn:& therefore in that, Heb. 6. They tafled Cc. 
I take this to be the meaning ofit, That an hypocrite 
may taſt of the goad Word of God, and of ſpiritu- 
all priviladges, he may taſt of them, but not drinke 
deope ot them, for this is certainely the meaning 
of the place, They tafted ſome things in the good 
Word of God, which was ſweete to them. Nõw in] wha mea 
neh men there is 8 fleſn. (Marke) if 2 b y raffing the 
temporary Chiiftian beleeves for a time, he hath! the rid u 
ineffectuall faith, in fuch a man there is nothing but come, 
íh. That conr luſion muft be fet downer and if Heb. c. 
there be nothing but fleſn, there is nothing can 
tate but fefl.s-for chere is nothing eleto doe it, and 
the fichh rats nothing but objects that fuite with 
i ſclfe. What ſhall we ſay then? There is ſomewhat 
in him that picks out, that in theſe ſpirituall com- 
forts, that in thefe ſpitituall hleſſings, in this good 
Word of God, he picks out that which ſuits with 
bis ffn: That ‘is, Ech a carsall man may bee a- 
ble to rejoyce in the Word. Doe you not thinke 
hat fuch a good Word of God may ‘make carnall 
men rejoyoe in it? May he nottaſte ſuch ſweeteneſſe 
asto take upon him the profeſſion of Religion, and 
i to 


Similie. 


Heb. 6. opened. 
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ſcious promifes, of an inheritance, of efcaping o 


| hath fuch a tafte as is there expreſſed. 


to bring forth fruit, and to hold out long? No doubt 


Humility. If thy faith be right, it will bring that 
with it, to: make thee humble and vile in thine qwne 


thing, they thinke other men are not liłe them. And 
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thereis. Are there not fuch things in that which we 
propound in the Goſpell? To tell men of a King- 
dome of ſalvation, of the Love of God, of the pre- 


Hell; may nota fleſnly man, a man unregenerate, 
may he not fee and rejoyce in theſe? He may; and 


Confider now therefore if thy joy be right; If it 
be a figne of faith, if it be good and found, if it be a 
Joy that is ſpirituall and unfpeakable; that is, if it 
be a Joy that is fo great, as that it exceeds all other 
joyes; if this joy doe but hold out in tribulation, it 
is a certaine figne thy faith is good. 

Now, laſt of all, the laſt concomitant of faith is 


eyes, For what is true Faith? It is that which brings 
Chriſt into the heart, as you have heard oftentimes; 
that which knits Chriſt and the foule together, it is 
that which cauſeth him to come and dwell with thee. 
Now wherefoever Chrift comes to dwell, he comes 
with alight, he fhewes the creature his vileneſſe, he 
makes a man fee his finne, hee makes him fee what 
ereature he is; whereas another that hath’ great 
hope, and profeſſeth that hee hath muchi affurance, 
his heart is lifted up, and not caſt downe. Such ate 
not men which thinke themſelves vile, and naked, 
and miſerable, but they thinke. themſelves better 
than other men, they are forwarder than others in any 


there- 
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therefore they are ready to be more bold and ventu- 
rous in any thing, they are ready to take up opinions, 
they are ready to ſtrike out this way or that way. But 
now a true Chriftian is humbled with it, becauſe hes Chriũt 
when Chriſt comes into the heart, he makes a manto comes inte che 
fee his vileneſſe. As you know, when God drew neere bil in man is 
to Iob, when he came neere indeed, then abborred him - eyes. 
elfe in du, and afhes then he faw what a one he was, he 
faw not bcfore, he thought the contrary, but when 
God drew nesre indecd,that made him manifeſt. 
So it was with /fay, when he faw God upon his 
Throne, and the Angels about him, when he faw his 
holineſſe then, Woe ds me, I am undoue, becauſe I am 4 Ius. Ei 
dlips: He was fo before, bnt when he 


God in him; for fo he did by that miracle that amazed 
Peter, and caſt him downe, aad made him fee what he 
Was. So Dauid, when God drew neer to him, and pro. 


miſed to build him an Houle,to give him a Houſe that 
ſhould be eternall, to give him the Meſſial, whole 
Kingdome fhould never end, (for that is included in 
the boi him a Kingdome for ever, and an Houſe 
that fhould have no. end:) when God vouchſafed him. 
ſo great a favour, we ſee, Dauidwas never fo caſt down 
as then in the fight of his owne vileneſſe, he was never 
fo little in his own cies, he never faid ſo much. as he 
faid then. Now, ( faith he) what is David? Mat am 
ll or what is my fashers heufe,thas shou foowldft regard me 


thus, 
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thus shat thou ſbouluſ brisg me hitherto? This is Gods} 
manner, when he comes iuto a mans heart, when he 
{peakes peace indeed, when faith is right faith, that 
rings Chrift to dwell there; I fay, it makes a man ex- 
ceding humble. Therefore the Spirit of Ohriſtians 
isa mecke {pirit, they are humble and gentle, they are 
little in their own eyes. Conſider whether thou haft 
fucha difpofition bred in thee, or no: it is a figas thy 
faith is good, if there be; if there he not, it is a ſigne 
hy faith is not true. So much for the ſignes of faith. 
make haft, becauſe I have one ufe more to adde. 
72 Ifnething be regarded of God but effectuall faiths: 
Te +] sodes thatis, if that be the vertue offaith to be effe&uall; | 
ercife faith, or Or els it is nothing worth, then we ſhauld lerrne henoe 
polica not to let that be wanting to our faith, which is the 
xceflencie of it, which isthe vertu of it, whieh isthe |. 
proper quaſity of it. As, if it bethe vertue of aHorfe: 
to goc well; if it be the vertue ofa Knife to cut well, 
If it be the vertue ofa Souldier to fight wellzer what. 
foever you will inſtance in, whatfoever vertue it be, 
or whatfoever thing, you labour to find that in it, what. 
ſoever be wanting; (for every thing hathf ome proper 
excellency, ſome {peciall vertue wherein the thing con 
ſiſts.) Now to be effectuall, to be working, to be ope- 
rative if this be the vertue of faith, (as it were)if this be 
the caracter & excellency of faith; Let not this there- 
fore be wanting in faith. What is that then thou 
ſhouldſt doe? Vie thy faith, fet faith a worke live by ĩt. 
object. You will fay this is more than I can do, this is Gods 
action, he muft fet faith a work, and worke this in me. 
Anfi We I fay 3 theu art able to dot this of thy | ſelſe 2 = 
| thou 
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thou haft faith once. I fpeake to thofe that have it 
and this exhortation is to you. Ifyou have faith, ule 
ite many have it, that doe not ule it. This is a thing 
that you are able to do: For though God workin you 
all the worke of faith, as it is received; yet know, he 
doth not worke in you only but by yous; he makes 
you inſtruments: you are not as dead inſtruments, 
but as living inſtruments, to move of your ſelves It 
is true, that before you have faith you are able to doe 
nothingʒ but when you have it once, then you are a- 


ble to uſe it. Before a man hath life, he is not able to 


\ 


ſtirre, but when he hath life once, then he is able to 
move and ftirre himfelf, for there is life there. When 
the Lamp is once lighted, you know you may feed 


` [it with tbe oyle, and if. you put more oyle to it, you 


ſhall have the greater flame: There is light and you 
may increaſe it; indeede the difficulty is to light it; 


& x that is Gods workshe kind les the firſt fire, he works 


faith in the heart. But now, when thou haſt it, learne 
toufe it. Doft thou thinke a neceiſity lyes upon us to 
uſe other Talents that God hath put into our hands, 
and will he not require that thou fhouldeft uſe the 
Talent of Faith? Wilt thou wrap that in a Napkin, 
and let it lye dead by thee? Will not he call thee to 
an account for it? What folly is it, (my brethren) you 
have faith, which is ſo excellent a Grace, able to doe 
ſo great a thing as it is, and yet you will not ule it. 
There are many Chriſtians that have faith indeed, 
and yet will not fet it on worke.. How great things 


would it doe, whata reward would it bring? As Ari. 


Thoſe that 
have :faith are 
able to uſe it. 


Simile. 


Simile 


Motives to fet 
faith on worke. 


abits are for 


flotle faith of habits, That if a man have no more but 'a&ion, 


a habit 
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| a habit, and uſe it not, there is no difference betweene 
| the wiſeſt man and a foole; for what are habits for, 
but for a&ion? what is the Tree for, but for fruite? | ` 
The habit ſerves but for the act; and this is accor- 

ding to the judgment of ſcripture, in Rom. 2. 
rewards not men according to their habits they have 

God rewards | but according to their works. Therefore thinke not 

bs | that thou fhalt be rewarded according to thy habits 

| of faith which thou haft, though it be true, that that 
ſanctiſies thee, but God doth reward us according to 
the ufe of our faith, according to the workes that our 
faith doth bring forth, according to the efficacy of 
our faith. It is true, the taking of Chrift is one worke| | 
of faith, thou ſhouldſt fet it aworke to doe thats and 

Wane ofu- | befides that, all the workes of ſanctification are all 

faith workes of faiths all thy life long, every houre thou 
csitweake! haft ſome what for faith to doe. Set thy faith a work, 
and thy reward ſhall be accordingly. 

And againe, if thou uſe not faith, thou ſhalt have 
little enough of it; the ufing of it, is that which 
ſtrenghthens faith. It is Gods uſuall manner, when he 
gives faith to a man, to give him excercife, to k 
Faith breathing as it were; he will be ſure to have 
fomewhat wherein he will put him to it, ſome tribu- 
lation, he will put fire to it, to cleanſe it. And there- 
tore we ſhould learne to make ufe of Faith, to ſet᷑ it 

on wor Ce. : 

. | It is a general! Rule in all things, and as true inthis, 
us im fe el If a man have an eſtate, what is he the better to have 
that God bath. it, if he doe not uſe it? To have a friend, what is a man 
the better if he doe not uſe him? Shall a man be a 
f 3 Favorite 
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Favorite of aprince, and get nothing by it? Faith 


with us; Looke how much thou ufeft thy faith, fo | | 
much thou ſhalt be able to doe. Therefore Chrift 
faith be it according tó thy faith : that is not according 
to the habit of thy faith, that lies dead, as a Talent 
wrapped upthere; but, it unto thee according to the 
ufe of thy faith. If thou fet faith on worke, it will be 
able to do great things, it will be able to doe wonders, i 
will be able to overcome the world, it is able to worke | 
ighteouſne ſſe, it is able to prevaile with Gad and men, | 
it isable to go through the greateft matters, veft. | 
But, you will fay, How fhall I ufe it?. E oe | 
That isthe thing indeed which! purpoféd now to| 4. | 


? 
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have fhewed, how faith muft be uſed, how wee mutt} . 
Howroufe live by faitks I fhould have fhewed how you fhould 
Faith. ufe it. | 
, Firft, in comforting our ſelves; for that is oneufe 
i of faith:thou fhouldeft fet ita worke to fill thy heart 
n with joy, out of the aſſurance of the forgiveneſſe of 
fin, and ofthe priviledges which thou hat by Cꝶriũ. 
When a man hath faith, and finds his heart no more 
affected then other mens, he finds no rejoycing there 
more then ordinary; Now ſet faith on worke, learne 
to beleeve, and that throughly. 
Firſt, ſet faith on worke to beleeve, to traſt perfecriy 
as the Apoſtle ſpeakes, Gal. 3. in the grace revealed b 
Ieſus Chrift: truſt perfectly; that is, thou ſhoulde 
beleeve the full forgiveneſſe of thy fins: thou muſt 
s aot beleeveit by halves, fo that there fhould be adi- 
ſtance, as it were, betweene God and thee, fome odde 
fcores unacqiitted, uncroft; but thou thouldeft be- 
Ichn. 16. leeve fo, that thy joy man be full, thou ſnouldſt beleeve 
throughly that thy fins are forgiven, that all are ac. 
quitted, thou muft not limit God in his mercy at all, 
as thou fhouldft not limit himin his power. Thusa 
man fhould fer faith on worke, that he may be able 
to fay, My beloved is mine, and Iam his. I know there 
is a Match made betweene us. For unleſſe you lay 
this ground, a man fhall not rejoyce. This is all, 
therefore now ufe thy faith. If Satan now come and 
tell thee of ſome ſins, and of ſome circumſtances of 
thoſe ſins, and of ſome wants in thy repentance and 
humiliation, what ſerves faith for now? What ſerves 
all this for that you have learned here concerning the 
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Gal. 3. opened 
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Doctrine of Paith, but to teach you that theſe fhould 
be no ſcruples, you fhould be leeve, and that perfect- 
‘ly > When this is done, that you fee there is a Match, 
a Covenant made betweene God and you, now you 
muſt know, that all that Chrift hath is yours; what- 
ſoever he bath by Nature, you have it by Grace. If he 
be a Sonne, ye are ſonnes; if he be an Heire, ye are 
heires: and when ye have done this, then confider al! 
the particulars of the wealth of a Chriftian, that all 
is yours, whether it be Paul, or Apollo's, or the world &c. 
Thefe things we have often fpeken of, you fhould run 
through and confider of them: If a man will conſider 
that he is a King, that the world is his, that whatfoever 
is in Chriſt belongs to him, and oweth him a good 
turne, and will doe it at one time or other; when he 
confiders all the precious promifes. A man reckons 
lis wealth not onely by his Money which he hath ly- 
ing in his Coffers, that he hath prefent, but by Bills, : 

and Bonds, and Leafes, &c. See how many promifes| Simila 
| thou hak, there is not a promife in the Book of God 
but it is thine: ferthy Faith on worke to confider 
this. and to rejoyce in it; fet Faith on worke fo to 
fee them, that thou mayeſt rejoyce in them, and weane | Faith makes 
thee from the things of this world, not to regard pman 3 
them ; for they are {mall things, of no hold. Shall a iy dings. 
King regard Cottages and tri fles? Noz if thou thinke 
in good earneſt chat thou art ſuch a man, why doeſt 
thou regard trifles Thou fhouldſt doe this; when 
other men reckon their Lands, and their Houſes, and 
their Friends, a Chriſtian reckons hee hath God, hee 
-hath many geod works in — hath fo many pre- 
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cious promifes layd up in the Land of the living. Set thy 
faith on work thus, not only to rejoyce, but to bring| ` 
in a holy magnanimit ie, anſwerable to fuch a conditi- 
on ; and let not Faith give over, till it have brought 
thee to this. Certainely, a man that beleeves he isa 
King, he will have another ſpirit: for there is no other 
reafon wherefore it is faid Saul had another ſpirit, but 
that when he came to be a King, he had a ſpirit an fwe- 
rable. When thou beleeveſt theſe priviledges, hen 
thou ſetteſt thy faith on worke to beleeve indeed, to 
beleeve them to be reall things, and not fancies, and 
notions, there will be bred a difpofition anſwerable, a 
carriage and ſpirit ſutable; thou wilt not admit of 
things chat are unfit for fucha perſon, thou canft not 
doe it; but as one that is a Prince, that hath thoſe 
hopes actually, he cannot admit of thoughts that other 
men have; no more can a Chriftian,when he is borne 
from above by the immortal feed there is fuch a diſpo- 
ſit ion wrought in him, that if he will fet his faith on 
worke to beleeve theſe things, he fhall not be able to 
admit of thofe bafe things which he did before, and 
which others doe. 

Againe, if a man fet his faith aworke to beleeve 
theſe things, he would be able to ufe the world as if he 
ufed it not; he would not care for loſſes and croſſes, 
he would not grieve forthem, as one that is not able 
to beare them. Thus we fhould learne to fet faith on 
worke, in beleeving thefe priviledges, thar we may be 
able to walke with God, as Henech did, and as S. Paal 
and Aoſes didsto walke with him in the upper Region, 
above the ſtormes. There is much varietie of ae 
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when a man is below here, now it is faire, and then it 
is foule ; if a man were above theſe, there is a conti- 
4 nuall ſerenitie: So a man that hath his heart in Heaven, 
a man that walkes with God, that hath his heart ray fed 
.. | above others if you would doe this; if you would 
ufe faith, if thou would confider this, it would fet 
thee aloft above thefe things;thou wouldſt {oare aloft 
as the Eagle, thou wouldſt care no more for thefe 
| things, than the Eagle cares for the chirping of Spar- 
rowes ; they are trifles, thou wouldft over-looke them 
all. If we did confider this ſer iouſly; how would it 

alter our courfe ? It would work another difpofition, 
another affection in us. A man would conſider, that 
if God be fure, what matter is it if a friend die? If I 
have God, what is the loffe of any creature? And ſo, if 
aman fuffer wrong in his name, what is it, if he have 
| prayfe ef God? If thou beleeve,and fee God in his great- 

4 nefie,to-have prayſe of fuch a one as he, will make thee 

tocontemne the reft: And fo for wealth: What is, 


nothing to one that hath Treaſure in Heaven, to one 
that beleeves indeed, to one that ſeeth he hath all Gods 
| Treafures opened to him. Thou fhouldft learne to doe 
this in good earneſt. If a man would fet his faith awork 
to beleeve it, his heart would be fixed, he would be a- 
fraid of no evil tydings , he would fay with himſelſe, if 


from whence they come on Earth. If a man would 
build, through faith, upon the promiſe, and conſider it 
really, this is the uſe of faith: thus a mans heart ſheuld 

be filled with joy, and a would be able to goe 


2 shrough 


povertie ? What account did S. Pas! make of it? It is 


| there be no ill tydings from Heaven, it is no matter 
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through ill report and good report, through want and through 
| abundance, without being much troubled with either; 
the one would not much puffe him up, nor the other 
would not deject him; but he would goe as a Gyant,|: 
and march through the varietie of conditions; hee 
would paffe through chem, that neither the one hand 
nor the other; the good ſucceſſe nor the ill ſucceſſe 
fhould worke upon him much. This is a ſtrong man: 
and this Faith will make thee to doe, if thou uſe 
Faith, and fet it aworke. But I am forry the time 
hath cut me off’, this is but an entrance, I give you 
but 2 little taſte: There are many things wherein 
Faith ftands us in much ſtead, wherein if wee did uſe 
Faith , how much ſervice would it doe us? But for 
that which remaines in this Doctrine of Faith, I had 
thought to have ſhut it up at this time; to fhew you 
how to uſe it, how to make it effectuall, how te 
8 fet it aworke, how to walke by it, how to 
p husband and improve this Talent for 
Gods advantage and your own. 
But I cannot ſtand on it: 
So much for this 
time. 
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1 T HESS. I, 3. 
Remembring your effeHuall Faith, G'c. 


HE firft thing wherein thou | Confderati- . 
aan. fhouldft ufe Faith, is to comfort <> oe | 
% } De thy ſelfe by it. Therefore con ſider, i te. 
you that doubt of this, you that Soule. 
it. make queftion, (I ſpeake to thole 
Ade) Kea that have the work wrought, whom | 
Lethe Holy-Ghoft hath made to de- ) 
| Gre Chrift above all things, ] fay) remember, that God 28 juſti- 
| juftifieth the ungodly, and that you have nothing to doc „ 
but to take him. 2 * F 
2. Remember, that Chrif is made righteouſneſſe to usy | 2. Chritis ` 
that ne fleſi might rejoyce in his fight ; but he that | ur righee- 
| rejoyceth, might rejoyce in * Lord. | 
3 ts 
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| 3.The pardon 
is generall, 


4. God de- 
lights in ſhẽw- 
ing mercie. 


3. His mercie 
is infinite, 


ſevery man meaſures Gods mercie, according to that 
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take away the finnes of his people; he came to take 


3. Remember, that the pardon is generall. Loo ke 
to the promiſes of the Goſpel, you ſhall finde them 
without all exception: To us a Saviour & borne , to 


away finnes of all forts: Now, when God hath made 
no exception, why ſhould we make any , 

4. Conſider, that wee have to doe with 2 God, 
that delights to fhew mercie ; it is a thing that hee 
is not wearie of, it is naturall to him: And there- 
fore as the eye is not wear ie of ſeeing, nor the eare 
of hearing, becaufe it is naturall to them; no 
more is God wearie of fhewing mercie. Nay, hee 
delights in it, 24ich.7. 8. who is a Ged like unto thee, 
taking away iniguities, delighting to [bew mercie ? Ge. 
Why fo ? Becaufe mercie pleaſeth him. That is, there 
is no worke that hee is fo much pleafed in, as in 
„ mercie. | | 

5. Confider, thou art in fuch a cafe; confider, |’ 
that his mercie is as large as any other attribute: 
Every man thinkes that this is no newes ; what need | ` 
you tell us, that God is infinite in mercie ? I fay, this 
is a thing that thou doeſt not conſider: if thou didſt, 
thou wouldſt not ſtick upon it as thou doeſt, if thou 
didft beleeve that God were as mercifull as hee is: 
but wee ſcant God according to our meaſure, wee 
ſquare Gods mercie according to our own thoughts; 


which hee can conceive. Hee thinkes with himſelſe; 
If a man commit one finne, it might be forgivens but 
when his finnes exceed, when they grow out of mea - 
fure ſinfull, when they are finnes fo circumſtantiated, 
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as wee fay, that they are out of meafure finfull, here 
a man ftands at a ſtay: What is the reafon of this? 
‘Becaufe wee draw a ſcantling of Gods mercie, ac- 
cording to our owne conceits. Whereas, if wee con. 
fidered that his mercie were as large as any other at- 
tribute,then wee would confider thar it hath no limirs: 
and if it have no limits, then whatfoever thy finnes 
are, it is all one. | e 
6. Dof thou thinke,that Chrift came from Hea- | g. Chrift 
ven, and tooke flefh, and fuffered death, to forgive pag e 
{mall finnes > No, it vas to forgive the greareft ; the det pane 
worke is large enough to match with the greateſt 
finnes. Thefe and fuch like reafons thou fhouldeft 
labour to bring to heart*, that thou mayeſt beleeve 
ferlee and throughly; and give not over, till thou 
ave done it. Let not thy faith truſt in Chriſt by 
halves, but truſt throughly. Thou fhouldeft come | 
to this dif- junction: If I be out of the Covenant,why ; Note. 
doe I beleeve at all? why doe I receive any comfort? 
If I be in the Covenant, why doe I not beleeve per- 
fe&tly? I fay, give not over till thou have brought thy. 
heart to a full aſſurance. Thus a man fhould doe, that 
yet doubts whether Mis eſtate be good, whether Chrif | : 
be his, when he is his. For when a man ts once in the 
Covenant, that the match is made betweene him and 
thee, why doeſt thou doubt ?- If thou be in the Co- 
venant once, doubt not then that a finne or two, or 
dayly failings , fhall breake the Covenant betweene | Dayly failings 
God and thee, it is impoffible. Thou muft know, | Keak nor the 
that thou often breakeft the Covenant; but except: 
there be a quite turning back, except thou 1 | 
take | 
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| forfake God, except thou leave God, and chufe thee a 
new Mafter, (this indeed breaketh the Covenant) 
| otherwile, it it be but a failing, if it be but a finne o 
| infirmitie, frona day to day,when as yet thou keepeft 
God in thy heart, thou cleaveſt faftto him, thou in- 
tendeſt to ferve him, and not to forſake Him and give 
him over ; thinke not that thoſe ſinnes, although they 
be great, breake the Covenant. And therefore, Fſal. 41, 
7. faid the people of God there: Although shefe thin 
be befalne us, jet have wee nat forgotten thee, vor deal 
falfely concerning thy Covenant, Why? wee have mot tur 
ned back ; although wee have failed, and done many 
things amiſſe, yet have wee not dealt falfely concern-| 

ing thy Covenant; that is, wee are not hypocrites our 
hearts are fincere. ac 

How prove they that ? 

Wee have not turned back from thee, our feet havel 
not gone out of thy wayes : that is, wee have not quite 
given over, as many men doe, that make their plea fure 
their God; when they make their profit their God, 
when they divorce themfelves from God, then | 
breake the Covenant; but elfe it is not a breaking of 
the Covenant. Know therefore for thy comfort,w 
thou conſidereſt this, fumme them up together, and 
fee now whether thou haft put thy feale to the truth of 
God, that he is true, that is,whether thou beleeve the 
promiſe, whether thou take and receive Chrifte 
that is, to put thy feale to the truth of Cod: when 
thou canft-conclude that thou haft done that, chen 
fee if God hath put his fealetothee. - 
There is a double feale, 


* 
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One | 
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One is, thou art ſealed by the Spirit; that is, there 
is a fecret witneſſe of the Spirit, the fealing of the 
| Spirit to the day of Redemption; the hidden Maxnah, the 
fecret witneſſe that Cod gives to every mans heart, as 
a privie Seale that God fets on thee : Grieve not the 
Spirit, by which yee are fealed to the day of Redemption. 
No there is another feale, which is more manifeſt 
than this: as in 2 Tim. 2. 19. The foundation of God 
remaineth ſure, and hath this feale, The Lord knoweth who 


Lord depart from iniquitie: That is, there is another 
{eale that God fets upon you, whereby he enables you 
to depart from ĩniquitie; this is a more open feale 
than the other. If thou finde that thou have put thy 


his Spirit, and hath fealed thee likewife by the fruit 


from inĩquitie; now, what ſhouldeſt thou doe then? 
Make no more queftion , take it for granted , that 
Chrift belongs to thee, and thou to him; Truff per- 
feily to the grace revealed through Feſas Christ : A 
place that I have often named, 2 Pet. 1. 13. Truf 


that is, Doe not mince the matter, and ſay, It may 
be God will forgive me, or, it may be he will not; 
but doe it perfectly, let nothing be wanting, doe it 


but imperfect joy. 


are his, and let every one that calleth upon the Name of the 


feale to God, to his promiſe, that thou ſindeſt againe | 
that hee hath fealed thee by the inward witneſſe of 


ſof amendment of lifé, with enabling thee to depart | 


perfectly in the favour ; that is, in the free favour, | 
in the free promife revealed through Jefus Chrift; | 


perfectly, that thy joy may be full: if thou doe it by 
halves, if thou doe it but in part, thou fhalt have 
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The Ufe now that thou ſhouldſt make of Faith, is 
to fee thy joy may be full: if thou be not certainely 
waded, thou doeft not ufe thy Faith as thou 
oughteſt. When thou halt done this once,when thou 
hat fetled upon this concluſion, to fay certzinely 
Chrift is mino, my finnes are forgiven ; now come ro 
the priviledges, confider them, and goe through them 
all: (I have named them heretofore upon another 


upon them as trifles, as matters of nothing, in compa- 
rifon of the joy that. is prepared for.thee in Heaven. 
Thus.a man fhould ufe Faith, that is in any affli ction, 
t he doe not over-grieve; and that no outward 
įcomforts whatſoever befall him, take not up his joy 
oo much. 

> Thus our Faith fhould paſſe through all conditions, 
to 
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to uſe the World as if we ufed it not: So, I fay, fet thy 
Faith on werk. This is the firft work that Faith fhould 
doe, to comfort a mans heart. 
Ide {fecond Ufe we fhould make of Faith, ſnould 
be to guide and direct our lives; that is, we ſhould ufe 
Faith to be as the Rudder to the Ship, to turne our 


verſation: for that is the office of Faith, to guide a 
mans Life. For as it is in a Way, ſo it is in our Life, 
there are many turnings; it is not onely a ſtrait Way, 
but there are many turnings; and when a man comes 
to a place where there are two Wayes to turne to, that 
be knowes not which Way to goe, now Faith comes 
and teacheth tbee what thou ſnouldeſt doe. That is, 

.| there are many difficult cafes, wherein a man knowes 
not what to doe, he is amazed at them: It may be 
. | God will lead thee through the Way of the Philifims, 
through great perfecutions,and troubles, which thou 
+ | muft wreĝle with: Now fee thy Faith on worke, 
| fight she good fight of Faith; that is, thou muft now 
 fovercome,thou muſt not halke the Way of Religion, 
I becauſe of the troubles thou meeteft withall, but 
J paffe through the troubles, that thou mayeſt keepe. 
thy Way. 
Againe, it may be God will lead thee through 
pleaſant Wayes, and not through the Way of the 
Philifias, (as when the people came out of Egyt, 
tthe Lord led them not by the way @f the Phili- 
flims.) If God give thee peace and profperit ie, now 
fet Faith on worke, that this peace and profperi- 
tie that thou haft, chat it * not, that it looſen 
2 not 


courſes the right way upon all occaſions in our con- 
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not the finewes ef thy minde, that it diſſolve not thy 
ftrength: but keepe thy faith, and hold thy ſtrength, 
that thou be not drawne to finne againſt God by 
| ſuch a condition. In all tke turnings of a mans life, 
to be kept ſtraight, a man muft fet his faith on worke, 
It may be, God will give thee peace for a time; take 
heed thou fit not downe now, and forget thy journey. 
As thou muſt not turne to the left hand, fo thou mut} 
not turne tothe right hand, but paſſe through all, 
that thou mayeſt approve thy felfe the fervans of Chrif 
in firaits, in neceſſitie, in tribulation, 7 the Armour 
of Righteoufneffe on the right hand, and on the let; 
through honour and difboxour, by ill report and ge 
report That is, fet Faith on worke in all the vz 
rietie of conditions, to keepe thee in the right. way, 
that thou turne not out of it. It is Faith that muſt 
doe it: For example; Put the cafe thou commeb 
to He ters condition; there was a turning of her 
minde; ſhee had peace before: but when it comes 
to thar, that ſhee muft venture her Life for the 
Ghurch, here fhee had ufe of Faith, And fe fori. 
Abraham God bad him offer his Sonne: he was at 
reft a great while before, but now God tryes him; 
What he will doe: here is a turning of his Life, here 
was an exigent, here was ufe.of his Faith; kee did ir, 
Faith turned him this way: another man would have 
turned another way, that hath not Faith. So when 
God calls Afofes e hee was quiet before in Pharaob. 
Court, now hee muft goe to fuffer aN iction with the 
people of God; then what muft hee doe in tuch a cafe? 
The Text faith, hee did it by Faith ; by Faith hee 
| forfooke 


| 


| 
1 


thou ſhouldſt uſe thy Faith now, that it fhould leade 


this is the ufe of Faith. See now another man that 
‘| hath not Faith: take a falfe-hearted man, and fay what 


you ſhall never.draw him from that, for hee wants 


{may be it will nor be enough: I will come a little to 
Inſtances. 


£ in Iehn 22. 12. Many of the chiefe Rulers beleeved.in In confefling} . 


Gap out of the Synagogue. Put the cafe, that thou be 


forfooke the glory of Pharaohs Court, and choſe ra- 
ther to ſuffer afflictions with the people of God, than to 
enjoy the pleaſure of finne for a feafon, There be many 
hundreds of fuch cafes that befall continually. I fay, 


thee in the right way, in all theſe difficult cafes ; for 


you will to him; when any fuch- exigent comes, you 
{hall never draw him from his wealth, from his friends, 
from his worldly credit, becauſe hee makes that his 
maine, his heart ſecretly truſts in that; hee thinkes, if 
that be gone, hee is undone; that is his god, therefore 


Faith to make God his God. Come to another man, 


e r e ` 222 e | in dif- 
direct us in our lives. But becauſe this is generall, it ficule cafes 


Suppofe a man come to ſuch 2 turning as thofe 1. Inftance. 
him, but they durf not confefie him, left they fpould be of Chriſt. 


in ſuch a cafe, as that thou art brought now to ſuch 
a tryall: Now, if thy Faith be ſuch a Faith as they 
had, that isa figne that thou wanteſt Faith indeed. 
. S 2. Take 
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Prayle wick 
n 


may fecure himſelſe, and keepe his credit that he hath 


| „Inſtance. 


Of Sffettuall Faithe 


Take two men, the one will be content to be caſt out, 
he will confeſſe Chriſt, come what will of it. Another 
man, ben it comes to fuch a competition, thar either 
be muft be caſt out of the Synagogue,or denie Chrif, 
he will rather leave that than the other, he will rather 
part with Chrift, he will rather forfake him, and the 
confeſſion of him, than iadure fuch trouble. 
So againe, come to a matter of prayfe of men, to 
a matter of Credit: When a man fees that this is his 
conditioa in the place he lives in, aad conſiders, 
I ferve God indeed, if I goe through in my profeſ- 
fion, I fee I muft be contemned, I muft be defpifed, 
I muft be trampled upon, I fee I muft be hated o 


tall men, as our Saviour Chrif faith; forto be hated 


of ſome men, a man might beare it well enough: 
but to have all mens hands again& him, to be exch 
ded of all good companie ; (as they fay) fich a 
thing a man fhall have much adoe to beare, to loſe 
all his worldly credit, all his friends: but when it 
comes to fuch a cafe, one man is willing to beare 
thefe, becaufe he trufts in God; I know whens I have 
trat ed, faith S. Paul; therefore he was willing to 


undergoe all ſname, to endure imprifonment, to doe 


any thing: another man doth not truſt in God, and 
therefore he will not endure, he will leave Religion, he. 
will not doe the things that may breed this trouble, 
he will mince the matter, he will leave that, ebar he 


amongſt men. | 
So againe, come to matter of Commodities Let 


tg of | matters of profit, or advantage in the World for 2 


mans 
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mans eſtate be offered, fee the different condition 
now of a man that hath Faith, and of a man that wants 
Faith. See Sasi, when he faw the fat Cattell, he tooke 
them, his Faith was nothing but a notion: if he had 
beleeved in God, he would not have thought that the 
| fat Cattell would have made him more happie ; but 
becauſe he faw them, and thought they would be ad- 


thing he 
| did that, 


goc againſt Gods Commandements,yet he had an eye 
to the other all the while, and God ſaw that he ſecret ly 
looked to himfelfe. So it may be thou makeſt pro- 
| fefion,thou makeſt a faire fhew thou wilt doe much: 
Remember this, it may be it is buta high flying. The 
Eagle, though thee fyc high, t ſhae hath an eye tq 
the prey below all the while : 

they doe much, yet they have a fecret eye to the prey; 
that is, they want Faith,. and therefore they regard 
thefe things too much, And:when the time comes, 


{a.Maawants Faith to magnifie other thiags, he over- 
valneth thofe things, having nothing better to truſt 
unto. In ſueh a cafe, Judas his thirtie pence was a 


Achan Wedge of Gold. I need name no more exam- 


e to him, he faw them preſent, that was the 

felt ; he beleeved not the other, therefore he 

t 1 

And fo.for Balsam > When the cafe comes 5 that [ 

either he muſt curfe the people, or elfe forfake the 

| wages of unrightconfneffe, ſurely he will have reſpect to f° . 

the wages of unr ighteouſnaeſſe; that is, though Balsam | 
made a faire fhew,he would doe any thing rather than 


o many men, although 


that they muft ftoope to it, the time of tryall, when | 


ples. | 
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ples. But take 4 man that hath Faith, and this is no dif. 
| ficultie to him : he will not onely let goe that wealth 
which he hath inordinately gotten, as Zachess, but he 
will ſuffer the {poyling of his goods with joy, becauſe 
be beleeves God, that he bath in Heaven a more induri 
The nature | fubfance, There is no Chriſtian, no good man, but he 
of good men | would be content to gaine as well as thou 5 what is 
1 the reafon he takes it not? He beleeves, that by for- 
things as well | faking that, he ſnall have a more induring fubfance in 
as others. Heaven, There is no man would forfake any thing but 
for the better; and that is the reafon we beleeve, and 
0 thou doeſt not. | 3 | 
4. Inſtance. And ſo come to matter of ſafetie, and danger, and 
In cafe of there you fhall fee what difference Faith makes be- 
oo and | tweene men, how it turnes their courſe when they 
| come to fuch an exigent. See it in Saul: You know 
he was commanded,not to offer Sacrifice till Sauel 
came; God did put him to the tryall, the Phils ims 
were upon him, the day of Battell drew neere, he faw 
the people fhrinke away; Saul was put to it now, whe- 
ther he would truſt God for his ſafetie, or no: If Sau 
had had Faith now, and had thought with himſelfe, If 
I keepe the Commandement, is not God able to help 
me? What though the people fhrinke away, cannot 
God doe as much with a few, as with many ? If he 
had beleeved, he would have done otherwife: But he 
did not beleeve, and therefore you fee which way he 
turned, 3 
The like wee fee in Joram, Ier, 42. This was his 
caſe: hee was the Captaine of thoſe that were leſt 
behinde in Captivitie; if hee had flayed in Tersfa- 


| lem, 
Ma S 
3 : 


i 
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lem, he had had nothing to defend him, there was po- 
vertie and want of all things; if he went downe into 
Bgypt, that was a fafe Countrey , as farre as any one 
could fee 5 it lay farre from all danger of Warre, 
there was plentie of all things, and he was a ſtrong 
| King,able to defend him. There comes Commande- 
ment from God, that he fhould keepe himſelſe Rill in 
| Jerufalem , and ſhould not goe downe into Egypt : It 
is a place worth the reading, fer.42. & 43. Ioram in 
this cafe , beleeved not that God would keepe him 
fafe,where he faw ne meanes of ſafetie: Therefore, in 
ſ that turning, you fee what choife he made, which was 
his utter undoing; he went downe into Egypt, and 

there the Sword and the Famine followed him, that 
God might make him know, that it vas not any out- 
| ward condition that could keepe him ſafe, and that he 
was able to keepe him ſaſe in another place, where 
there ſeemed to be more danger. 

On the other ſide, take thoſe that truſt in God, in 
any ſuch cafe, when they are brought to any ſuch 
difficultie , they are willing to venture to put them- 
ſelves upon God, to goe any whither, as Luther 
went to Wormes ; they care not for any danger before 
them. | 

But fome will fay : It is true; if I had a Prophet 
fent to me, to tell me in fuch a cafe that I fhould be 
ſafe, I ſhould truſt on him. E 
Certainely, if thou haft not, yet if the Caufe be 
good, if it be athing that God fets thee aworke on, | 
if thou goe by a right rule, know, that in this eafe — Dated 
thou haft as nue a promiſe of ſafetie, that God will fed good 

T deale. ſucceſſe. 


oljed. 


Anſw. 
In a good 
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deale well with thee, as if thou hadft 2 Prophet fent 
immediately from God. Therefore I fay to thee in 
ſuch a caſe, as Luther ſaid to Aelaathenʒ which was a! 
ood reafon, when Melaubos began to faint - rime 
ing a farre off, wrote a Letter unto him, and tell: 
him; faith he, if the Cauſe be not Gods, hy doe not 
wee give over ? why doe wee not fhrinke ? why doe 
wee doe any thing ? And if it be Gods Caufe, why 
doe wee fhrinke? why goe wee not thorowꝰ He needed 
no more, bat to know that it was Gods Cauſe: and 
after that, ſee how he expofed himſelfe from time to 
time; and as no man was bolder than he, fo no man 
had more comfort, It is with us inthis cafe as it was 
with Jeremiah, Ierem, 26. God bids him goe and 
{peake his Word to the people, all his words, and tells 
him, that the people would be readie to put him to 
death, and fo they were they ſaid, he fhould die: but 
yet he obeyed God, becauſe the Lord fent him; and 
fee what was the iſſue of it, God turned the matter, 
and faved him. This is Faith, when a man comes in 
that cafe to fet his Faith aworke, chat it may fet him 
the right way that he is to goe in, which way he is te 


dumme. 

J. Inſtanee. And ſo, put the cafe that God brings thee to fuch 
i = a. a cafe, that thou art in danger of prifon, in danger of 
death, in danger of the greateſt croffe, of the greateit| - 
perfecution and trouble; now one man coaſults with 
flefh, the other confults with the ſpirit, he fets Faith 
aworke to worke his worke fer him: you fee what 
Stephen did in fuch a cafe, and the reaſon of it, 48s 6. 
He was a man full of Faith, and therefore he feared 
not 
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not what they could doe to him. See what S. Paul f 

did in fach a cafe: you fee what danger he was expo- 
ſed unto, yet he conſolted not with fofb and bond; but 
what did hee? Hee fet Faith on worke, that it might 
guide him in all the way that hee went, in all the tur- 
_ | nings of his life. , : 
And fo, on the other fide, for Pleaſure: there are | £; nance. 
two men that have Pleafures propounded ; the holieft Wan 
man hath the ſame nature that others have, they would 
take the fame delight that others doe, as farse as they 
are naturall. 


it. By Faich Mofes left Pharaohs Court, and the plea- | Why hel 
ſures of ſinne for a ſeaſon, and choſe adverſitie with 5 
the people of God: that is as if he fhould fay, If of fane, 
you would know why Mofes did this, it was Faith: 

that enabled him; that is, he beleeved, that if he 

had enjoyed thofe pleafures of finne, he fhould have | 
beene a lofer by them, he ſnould have fared the worfe 

for them. Againe, he beleeved, that by his ſuffering 
adverfitie with the people of God, he fhould gaine , 

it was onely Faith that made him doe this. If thou 

hadft Faith, thou wouldft forfake thy pleafures, and 

live a more ſtrict life, as the Saints doe. So that! 

ſtill you muft keepe that conclufion, that you muſt 

Yet Faith aworke in all the turnings and paſſages of 

your life, for that is it that guides you in the right 

way. | 


| T3 Againe, 


252 | Of Buell Faith `) 


| 252 
Againe, Take two men that have both Children to 


7. Inſtance. 
In cafe ef provide for, they have paſteritie to care for; the one| 
, ie lia man he reafons thus with himſelfe: If I leave them 
not as good a ſtock as I would, yet I (hall leave them 
Gods bleſſing, which is able to make them profper 
and though I ſhould leave them abundance , yet all 
thar,without Gods bleſſing, vill not be able to doe it. 

Therefore {uch a man will be indifferent for marter 
of efate, he will leave a convenienc ie for them, if he 
can, but he takes no great care; he had rather fay up 
faithfull prayers in Heaven, he had rather ſee them 
brought up in the feare ef God, for he truſts God,and he 
thinkes that his bleſſing can doe it, without meanes ; 
and he knowes,that great meanes,without Gods blef 


fing, cannot doe it. Buc when anorher man is in this 
caſe, he lookes to that which is reprefented to his eyes: 
and therefore he will not have done, till he have pro- 
vided (uch a Portion for fuch a Child, till he ha 
built him Houſes, till he have mide them ‘firme oa 
every gde, till he have added Houfe to Houfe ; this is 
tour want cf Faith, he beleeves not: hence it is, that 
theſe two run a different courfe. 

So againe, one man lookes to his bufineffe; he wil 
not {pend time to examine his heart, he will not 
{pend time in prayer from day to day; he faith, my 
buſineſſe will goe at fix and fevens, my bufineffe will 
not be done: when as another man, that hath chofen 
Afaries portion, is content to lofe fomewhat ; he ig 
content that many things fhould goe amiſſe, he is 
content to lofe fomewhat of his eſtate; he is con- 
tent to let his bufineſſe lye undone, or not to be fo 


well 


8. Inſtanee. 
imployment. 
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well done, becauſe he thinkes to be buſie in good 
workes, in prayer; and to have the favour of God, is 
greater advantage; he thinkes he hath choſen the better 
part. Now it is Faith that workes this difference. 
What fhovld I doe? Why fhould l name any more 


Ee 


you have Faith, fo it will guide you,it will turne you 
this way and that way, in the turnings and paſſages of 
your Life. 

But now, becaufe I am farre in the point, (and I fee 
the time sunnes faft away) before I leave, I would not 
onely thew you what Faith is able to doe, but I would 
worke youto this a little. a 

You will fay then, What is it to truft in God? For 
that is the reafon of all the difference you fee: There- 
fore, faith Paul, 1 Tim.4. 10. Ve labour, and fuffer rebuke: 
What is the reaſon ? If you would know the caufe 

why wee lead ſuch a life, why wee run another courſe 

than others, vhy wee live a painfull life, in labour from 


well doe that:) wee lzbour, and ſuffer, and are rebu- 
ked, and have nothing but per ſecut ion for our paines; 
but, faith be, wee doe it because wee truf in the living 
God: Therefore wee labour, and ſuffer, and are rebu- 
ked, becauſe wee truſt in the living God. I fay, doe 
this, and thou fhalt be able to doe the fame that efes 
did, thou fhalt be able to doe the fame that S. Paul did, 
the fame that all the Saints have dope. It I could 
but perfwade you now to truſt in God, to fet your 
Eaith aworke thus farte 5 there is ao man that heares | 
me this day, that is in any other courfe than in the 
| 1 717 3 wayes 


day to day; (but if a man had good Wages, he might 
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Inftances ? You may name more to your ſelves: As 


wuſt, in Alex- 
ander. 
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waves of Religion and Godlineſſe, but he woald 


turne his courſe: and therefore I will labour in this 


a little. 

You wH! aske me then, what it is to trut God? 

I will thew yon a little what it is, becauſe e 
man is readie to fay, truſt in Gods but lam not ab 
to doe this that you fay, when I come to fuch a hard 
tursing, Deceive not thy felfe: This is to truſt in 
God; namely,to be unbottomed of thy felfe, and of 
every creature, and fo to leane upon God, thart if ke 
faile thee, thou finkeft. There is many a man, that 
pretends he truſts in God; but he fo truſts God, that 
withall he will provide for himfelfe: Such a man 


aith, Gods bleſſing is a good addition; but to have} 


that for all, he will not; he will be iure he will be 
ftrong, ke will make his Mountaine ftrong about him, 
and he will have the bleſſings of God too: for Faith 
in the promiſes, he makes them good notions; but for 
things to truſt to, to teſt on, it is a thing he will not 
be perſwaded to. Now this is not to truſt in God: 
But this is to truſt in him, when thou doef fo caſt thy 
ſelfe on him, that if be ſhould faile thee, thou wert 
undone by it. 

To exemplifie it to you: There was an action 
that Alexander the Great did; (I ufe it onely to 
expreſſe what I meane by truſting in God:) When 


he was fick, there comes a friend that was alwayes| 


cloſe with him, that was a Phyfician, and he pre- 
pared him a Potion, but before the fame came to 
him, ehere was a Letter delivered to him, to fignifie 
to him, that that very Potion was poyfon : "A 

: 
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his friend e with his Potion in his hand, he takes; 
the Letter that was fent to give him notice 5 the 
' F Freafon , and drinkes off the Cup with one hand; 
ſand reaches the Letter with the other; fo he dranke | - 
off the Cup before he fhewed the Letter. Here <les- 
` | andes truſted him; if he had failed him, he had loft 
his bife: he did not firft thew the Letter, and then 
beare his excuſe for himſelfe ; but he fhewed; that 
he truſted him. In fuch a cafe, if thou be able to trug | 
Cod, if thou canſt put thy felfe upon him, if he faile | - 
thee, thou art undone, in fuch a caſe; this is to ttuſt 

in God. 
To uſe another expreſſion, that you may know} | 
what it is. | : 
There was a King of this Land, that fent to his fer- 
vant, a Geaerall of his Armie, to ſpare a Citie: He 
had command under the Broad Seale;fromthe Eoun- 
cell, and from the Kings owne hand,to doe it; and to 
dif-obey this Warrant, was death: but withall, the 
King fent him a fecret Meſſage, that he thould deſtroy 
the Citie, and to truſt him to favehis life. The partie 
did fo:The Broad Seale and Commiſſion was to {pare 
the Citie,to forbeare it;the fecret Charge, was te de- 
ftroy it: This he did,and trufted the King for his life; 
if he had failed him, he had beene deftroyed.: Thefe 
ſimilitudes fhew what it is to truſt in God: If thou be 
brought to fuch an exigent, if thou wilt trut God in 
fuch a cafe, as wherein if he faie thee, thou art un- 
done; this is to trut God: not to feck his bleſſiag fo, | 
as to make that an addition, but to put all upon him. 
Therefore, that you may know that this is to truf f 

in 


| in God, know, that except thou doe bus God is 
why.God ` not readie to anſwer thee. Therefore commonly, he 
deferres deli- puts not forth his ſtr ength to deliver men, orto be- | i 
| ao | tow upon them any great bleſſing, but when he hath! | 
| brought men *o fuch an exigent. And becauſe men 
| will not truſt in him commonly, while other props! 
are taken away, (for wee fhould truſt in God ià the 
midſt of profperitie and happineſſe, but becauſe men 
will not doe it till then) he ſtrips them of all, that the 
may doe it he brings a mango fuch a caſe, that he ſhall 
have nothing elſe to truſt unto. 
Duc. | What is the reafon that S. Paul faith, 2 cer. 1. 10. 
1 Coc. 1. o. | Wee receive she fentence of death, shat wee might lame, 
opened. nor to trust in our ſelves, but in God that rayfed the | 
dead ? oe U 
Anſe. God meant to deliver him, when he faith, be r. 
ved the fentence ef death; that is, there was no helpe in 
the World, that he could ſee, in himſelfe, or in y 
other creature: Now he was brought to truſt in him, 
and then God anfwered him in his truſt; fo you thall| ` 
find, Zeph. 3. 12. I will leave you men that n 
bumble, and poore people, and they [bal truf in the Nane 
of the Lord, | ca * © wea 
Que, | Why did not theſe truft in the Lord while they| 
were rich? ö f | 
ng de 


| 
| 
f 


Anla. Our nature is fo backward, and exceedi 
Wetruft not | ceitfull, that wee cannot, till other helpes are goi 
in God, till |7 will leave among you a fort of poore people , ar 


ing pui (oad truf in my Name. As if hee fhould fay : When 
men are brought to that, that all other things are 

taken away, and till then they will not truſt in him. 

7 Indeed, 


Indeed, till then it is not trufting. And therefore in 
I Tim. 1. 5. Shee that is a Widow , ù left ahne , and 
I trums in God. Till fhee be left alone, till the other 
. | props be taken away, a man cannot truſt $a God. 
Hence it is, that commonly when men are brought 
to the loweſt, they are neereft to God, they have 
beft acceſſe unto him; becaufe when they are brought 
to {uch an exigent, then a man will pray beft; and 
_ | when hee prayes beft , then hee ſpeedes beft : then 
‘| Faith is fet on worke, and it workes beft when it is 
alone, when it is tripped of all other helpes. And 
- | therefore you fhall finde in the Booke of God, when 
i | men were loweft, they had neereft acceſſe to God: 
i. | Afa, when hee was come againft with many thou- | 2 Chro. i4,11. 
fands, hee truſted upon God, though hee went againſt 
| chem with halfe the number, and God delivered him, 
becauſe hee prayed and fought to God, and faw 
that hee was not able to doe any thing, hee trufted 
in God. Another time, when 4/4 had forgotten: : 
God, when hee was ftrong, when hee thought him- | 
felfe more able, when hee was to deale with one that ! 
had a weaker Armie a great deale, the King of //- 
rael ; hee was overthrowne, and ſhut up, that hee 
could not ftirre, becaufe hee fent to the King of | 
Aram for helpe. It is Gods manner to deferre fen- | Iaftances of 
ding of helpe, till a man be brought to the Mount, 3 
as hee did with Abraham: hee might have done it ji 
before; but, you know how hee did with Abraham, ) 
hee brought him to the laft cat. And David, hee was 
brought to the very point of perifhing by the hands 
of Saul, before hee delivered him. And fo hee did | 
V wich 
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with Jacob; Eſau comes againft him with foure bu: 
dred men, (with a full reſolution to deftroy him 
before he would deliver him: It is Gods manner t 
doe thus. And fo he did with Job,and other ſervants c 
his: his fafhion is to doe ſo; to bring men unto th 
very brow of the hilf, till their feet be readie to flig 
when they are even going, and then he delights to af 
peare and deliver them. Therefore, in fuch cafes tru: 
God, put all upon God; that is, when God, is an 
turning of thy life, brings thee to fuch an exigent,tha 
thou feeft all at the point to be loft, that chou art 2 
the point to be. utterly undone, learne to truſt i 
God in good earneſt, and that fhall guide thee, an 
turne thee the right way, when thy fleſh is readie t. 
goe another way. : | 

Duef, What was the reafon that Chrift, when he was oi 
re would doe nothing, except they beleeved i 

{mM ? * 

Anfo, When thou hak any thing to doe; if thou be 
Why God is leeveſt in God, that will make him readie to help 
p to help, thee ; becaufe then it isan ackaowledging, and ar 
we be ecYee | attributing to his Power. If hee fhould doe it! in 
another caſe, hee fhould lofe his labour, hee fhould 
lofe his glory, men would not be built up in him 
by that which hee did. Therefore make ufe of Faith 
ſet Faith on worke, as I faid.. I ſhould come tc 
| this now, to move you to truſt in God in all cafes. 

If I could perſwade this; men would turne the 

| courſes of their lives, and would truf in him: fotr 
kuow, if thou truft in God, hee never failes any 
that truſts in him, as David ſaith in Pfal. 37. J neves 


fan 
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faw the righteous forfaken, Ge. As if hee fhould fiy:| 


Aske all his ſervants, aske all men that ever have 


‘4 knowne him, all the men that have lived with him, 
that have finiſhed their courſe with him; aske a fer- 


vant of God, when he comes to dye, how God harh | 


deale with him, whether he hath failed him all his 
life: Iam perfwaded, that there is not a fervant of 
| Ged, but will fay that he never failed him; and if he 
were to leave an exhortation behind him, he would 
exhort others from experience of his truſt: ir can-' 
not be, that God fhould faile thee, if thou reft upon 


him. Thinkeft thou, that God can faile thee, when | ° 


he faith himfelfe fo often, he will never faile thee, 
nor thoſe that truft in him? Will a man faile one 
that truſts in him? Wee ufe to ſay; Oh, I will not 
faile him, for he truſts in mme: and doeſt thou thinke, 
that God will faile thee, in {fuch a cafe? If God 
ſhould faile men in ſuch caſes, there is no man 
that would ſeeke him. But that men ſhould be en- 
couraged to ferve him, he hath promifed; not onely 
not to faile thee, but he is abundant in truth, he will 
be better than his word; he doth what he faith, 
and more too: If thou wouldſt truſt upon him in 
oe a cafe, thou ſhouldſt find that he will anſwer 
tee. 
But thou wilt fay: I fee not how he will doe it,the 
cafe is fuch a hard and difficult cafe. | 
Thou myft know, that there are ſtrange paſſa- 
ges in Gods Providence; he is able to bring things 
to paſſe, though thou know not how it fhould be. 
See his Providence, 2 Kings E The Woman * 
2 the 


Our truſting 

in God, inga- 

perh him to 
elpe us, 
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the Shusausise, (hee beleeved the word that the Pro- 


phet had faid, That there fhould be feven yeares Fa- 
mine; fhee left her Land and Countrey : this was an 
act of Faith; that made her doe this. See how this 
Woman’beleeved now: ſhee followed the direction 


of the Propher, thee did that which God appointed 


her to doe: fee how God brought it to paſſe, that the | 
fervant of Elifba, Gehezi , fhould be there with the 
King, and that he fhould be telling the King of Z/raef 
of the great acts of Elifba : That there (hould be fuch 
a concurrence of all things, that fhee ſnould come 
juft at that time, and no other,when the man of God 
was there, yea, when he was telling of that very ftory, 
that then fhee fhould come in ; and fo fhee got her 


Land; or elfe it is likely, that the Woman, having 


lived away fo many yeares, it is likely ſhee had had 2 
hard fuit of it: but Gods Providence brought thefe 


things together. 


So againe, looke on Mordecai; it is a ſtrange cafe: | 
It was concluded, that he and all the /ewes ſhould. 
be flaine: The Pecree was gone out, there was no- 
thing in the World, for ought hee ſaw, that could 
hinder it; the very Night before Hefter was to come 
to the King, to make her requeſt; if it had beene 
but a Night longer, perhaps it had failed : But 
that there might be a concurrence of all this, it is 
laid in Hefer 6. The King hee could net fleepe that 
Night; and when he could not fleepe, he might have 
called for another Booke, than the Booke of the 
Chronicles; and when he had the Booke brought, 
he might have fallen upon another place, and not 
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upon that where Sfordecai’s Act was recorded, but 
that there fhould be a concurrence of all this in that 
very time. Is not God the fame God? Why fhould 
not wee be readie to truſt in him ſtill? Doe wee not 
fee the fame dayly ? If his workes were recorded and 
obferved in our remembrance, certainly wee ſhould 
truſt in God, | 
But you will object, the Lord doth every thing by | Obje. f| 

Meanes, he doth not worke Wonders, he workes not 
Miracles now adayes : And; when I fee no Meanes, I 

hope you will not have me to expe& Miracles at 

Gods hands,to tempt him. | 
Tou muft remember Ahaz his cafe: When Cod] Anfa. 
came to Abax, and told him by the Prophet B/ay, | Concerning 
| chap. 7. That Aram d Remaliah’s ſonne, thofè ewo te f meanes 
Janaking Fire. brands, foould not have their wills, ſhould 

be diſ· appointed, that he would fight for him, aga inſt 

tbem : Saith the Prophet to him; Aske ſigne of the 

Zord in the Heaven above, er in the Deepe below, No, 

faith he, Ahaz wid not tempt Ged. What is the mean-| Note. 
ing of that ? That is, Iwill provide for my felfe, I 

will not ttuſt to his Word, I will looke unto m 

felfe, I will provide an Army. I will not tempt God, 
That is, I will not goe about it without meanes, Í 

will tooke about me: And for fuch a figne,as refting 

on that promiſe, if I fhould doe this, I fhould tempt 


See, here is a faire excufe: Take heed of fuch ex- 
cufes ; fay not, I fhall tempt God: and know, that 
though there be not Miracles, yet God he workes 
Wonders now adayes as well as then, his hand is 

V 3 not 


262. 
Though God 
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_ | able to doe wonderfull things now. 


Wonders 

| wrought afrer 
an ordinarie 
Manner, 
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not ſhortned, now.he is the fame God, he is as power- 
full as he was. It is true no as it was in Davids time, 
that wonderfull are thy workes. And Chrift now, in 
the time of the Goſpel, his Name is Wonderfull. 
In Iſa. 9. The Government is upon his ſboulders, and bis 
Name (bal be called Wonderful: in the Government 
ot his Church he doth wonderfull things; that is, 
when a thing ſeemes to be never fo ſtrong. and. well 
built, when the ſtrength of the Enemie feemes to be 
never. ſo great and invincible, he is wonderfull to dif- | 
appoint them. . | | 

Againe, vhen the ſtrength of the Shurch ſeemes t 
be little, he can make that effectuall to doe great mat- 
ters, it fhal! doe wonders : and therefore, I ſay, God is 


Now, thoſe very things which feeme Wonders to 
men, are not Miracles, though they may be great 


That Wonder tbat £/ife faid , that the next day 
things ſhould be fo cheape,you fee that was reckoned 
ſo great a matter, yet ic was done after an Ordinarie 
manner: There was but a falfe feare ſcattered in the 
Armie, and it vas done. Therefore he that wrought 
Wonders then, he can doe the fame now. 

That deliverance which the Jewes had, it was a thing 
that may be done now. D 

So thofe Wonders,thofe great A&s which God did 
when men trufted in him, they are things which he 
doth dayly now. 

Therefore to anfwer punctually, becauſe men doe 
deceive themfelves.in that, when wee exhort them to 
truſt 


"Of Gifeftuall Faisb. 
truft in God, they fay Rill, wee muft ule the meanes , 
I will give a three-fold anſwer to it. 

It is true, that God ufeth Meanes, but they are 
Meanes of his owne providing, and not the Meanes, 
many times, that thou pitcheſt upon. For thus farre 
it is true, God doth it not but by Meanes ; that is, 
‘hee doth things by fecond Caufes,hee doth them not 
| by an immediate hand of his owne, though hee be 
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Anſw. 2. 
Confifting of 
three parts, 

1. We muſt 
uſe Gods 
meanes. 


able to doe it: But now what thoſe Cauſes are, thou 


knoweſt not. Therefore this fet donne; that God 
doth it by Meanes of his owne, and not by thoſe 
Meanes thou ſeeſt. It may be thou pitcheit upon 
ſome particular Meanes, and thinkeſt ſurely it muſt 
de done by this; and becauſe thou ſeeſt no other, 
thou thinkeft if that ſaile, all is ſpoyled: But it is 
not fo, God will not doe it by theſe 3 nay, God is 
‘fo farre from doing it by them, that his uſuall courfe 
is, when men have pitched upon particular Meanes, 
and thinke furely the buſineſſe muſt be brought to 
_ | paffe by this, or elfe all will faile; God many times 
luſeth not that, but a Meanes which thou never 
`- | thoughteft of. 
In fuch a cafe, it fares with us as it did with Naa- 
man the Aſſjrian: When hee comes to the Prophet 
| of God, hee thought before-hand, that the Pro- 
' | phet would have ſpoken fome words, and have 
healed him; but hee bids him goe and wath, which 
was athing that hee never thought of : “So thou 
many times thinkeft of theſe Me.nes, thou pre- con- 
ceiveſt things in thise owne heart, thou thinkeſt thou 
art right, thou thinkeſt it muſt needs be. done this 


We muĝ not. 
pitch upe 
particular 
meanes. 
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way, thou feeft no other meanes ; but, it may be,God 
will not doe it this way, but he will doe it a way that 
thou thinkeft not of. 4 

So Ioſeph, when he was in favour with Pharoah his 
Steward, one would thinke,that this fhould have been 
the meanes of Ieſephs advancement, and of bringing 
to paffe that promiſe; but this was not the meanes 
that God ufed. 

Againe, when that Pharaeh his chiefe But ler was de- 
livered, one would thinke that that ſhould have beene 
the meanes to have wrought his exaltation ; but yet 

theſe were not, there fell a meanes that Jofeph thought 
not on: and fo God doth dayly. | 
7 Many times the thing that wee moft truſt unte, and 
put moſt confidence in,doth faile and deceive us, God 
dafheth in pieces fuch meanes, and uſeth other meanes 
to helpe, that never came into our hearts to think of, 
Doe wee not fee it oftentimes ? 

_ Againe, that meanes which wee thinke will not dae, 
Oftentimes doth it. Therefore fay not, I truſt in God, 
that he will doe it by meanes ; for God delighteth to 
doe it by meanes. 

Men are readie to ſay; Oz, if I had fucha Phyfician, 
or if I had fuch ay re, or fuch meanes,! fhould doe wel 
enough: How doeſt thou know that? It may be Ged 

| will not uſe that. 


So, thoſe that are in diſtreſſe; Oh, if I had fach 
a man to comfort me] Why thou knoweft not whe- 
ther that be the meanes that God will ufe, or no. 
Therefore fay not, becauſe I fee not meanes, there- 
fore I will. not truſt in God. I fay, God will doe it 


by |. 


y 
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by meanes; but he uſeth meanes of his one provi- 
ding, and not of thy ſeek ing. This is the firk anſwer 
CO H. 

The fecond anfwer: If thou ſay, that God doth . Gods blef- 
it by meanes; yet remember, that it is his Bleffing or | fng maketi 
his Curfe, which makes thofe meanes on which thou ee dual 
art fixed, effectuall, or in- effectuall. The greateſt 
meanes, the faireft, the moft ſpecious, and moft pro- 
bable to bring things to paſſe; remember, that if God 
doe but fay to that meanes, profper not, (for that is 
7 Curſe, when he bids a thing wither) thou fhale not 

ce it. ~ 
Againe, if it be weaker, if God fay to luch a thing, | 
goe and doe this buſineſſe, it fhal! be able to bring it 
to paffe ; this is his Bleſſing, and his Curſe: you 
(hould learne to have theſe words, not onely in your 
mouthes, but to know the meaning of them; and not 
onely fo, but to come to the practice; to fay with 
your -felves,when things are faire and probable, except 
God bid this doe it, it ſnall not be effectuall; if he 
vurſe it, it fhall wither. 
{~ Thirdly, remember this, That his bleſſing is diſpen · 3. God gives 
ſed, not according to thy meanes, but according to the = Peng 
uprightneſſe of thy heart, according to thy workes, | meanes, but 
One would thinke, when hee hath Riches, then hee our upright- 
ſhould bring it to paffe ; but, faith the Prophet, Pſal. acile. 
62, Riches belong to the Lord, they come neither from i 
the North, nor from the South: And, wen Riches in- 
ereaſe, (et not jour haut upon them, Saith hee, it is not 
‘Riches that makes men happy; for that Object ion 
will come in: , 


if | 
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It I had Riches, I fhould be able to doe this, or 
that; they are the meanes to make a man: happie, | 
though happineſſe confifts not in them. . 
Anf No, (faith he) when Riches increaſe, fet not your heart 

‘Riches make bon them, As if he ſhould fay; If Wealth would 
not happy. doe you good, I would give you leave to fet your 
N hearts upon it: but it is not in Wealth, or Riches, to 
make a man poore, or rich, but that comes of the Lord. 
But now comes in the Object ion: 
Ao Vea, but God doth it by Meanes, the Lord doth it 
by Riches. | | 
d) obje. | No; God rewards mes according to their werkes, 
“God rewards nor according to their Wealth. So that, when thou 
not according | trufteft to the Meanes, know, that God bleſſeth ther 
wer. according to thy Workes, not according to the 
| outward Condition thou art in. Thus wee fhould 
learne to doe: when wee fay, God doth things by 
Meanes, when thou feeft the faireſt Meanes ¢ yet, 
if thou finde that thou haft not prayed, thou haf 
not fought to God, thou haft no fecret affurance of 
5 bleſſing, thinke not that fuch a buſineſſe will be 
one. 

Againe, when the Meanes are low, meane, and 
weake , yet, if thou have fought him earneſtly, if 
thou haft had a fecret aſſurance of him, that hee 
will be with thee, let not thy heart be difcouraged ; 
doe in this cafe as David did, Pſal.3 1. (faith he) 
I keard the {peaking agains? of great men, they fate 

: | and conſpired against mee, but I traßed in thee, T faid, 
! my times are in thy hands, (Matke) When David 
faw the greateft Meanes uſed againſt him as might 
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; (they were great men fet againſt him, and 
ny of them, they joyned together, they tooke 
inſell againſt him) hee was not difcouraged , but 
h, Af times are in thy bands, If my times were 


‘heir hands, they might make me miferable, I had 
fon to be diſcouraged at that; but my times are 


` ` 
26- 
— . 
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Qur time’s in 


hy hands: See if thou canft fay this on both}. 


s. When great men joyne for thy Wealth, fay | 


now, I fhall be made a great man in the World; 
fay, my time is in Gods hand, it is not in their 
rer to doe it. 


gaine, when great men ſeeke and confult againſt 


>» fay not now, I ſhall be miferable 5 but confider 
e are in Gods hands, it is not in their hands 
Oe it. 
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1TRISs. 1. 3. 
Remembring your efetua Faith, & c. 


"7 2E E have alreadie anfwered one Objeć 
on, that God workes by Meanes ; u 


m 


\ Ya ſhewed after what manner: Well, 
bhbeſe be fo, (before wee leave the poit 
* take heed you deceive not your fely 
| You commonly fay, God workes things by Meane 
The faying is true, if thy heart bee not falf 
for it is true, hee workes things by Meanes 1 B 
if fuch Meanes come in competition, (as Gi 
hath not appointed that which is unlawfull f 
| thee to doe) if it come in competition with th 

: whi 
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which God hath fet apart, in fuch a cafe thou muft 

let fuch meanes goe,elfe thou mayeſt ufe that meanes; 

but ic is the meanes alone, thou fhalt have no encou- 

rxagemene in the ufe of them. If thou haft meanes, Caution in 
encourage not thy felfe fo much becaufe of them, | ng meanes. 
but becauſe thou haft God for thy friend; Let not 
the rich man rejeyce in his riches, nor the flrong man 
glory in his Arength, or the wife man joy ia his wife- 
dome, Jerem, 10. but lee him that glorieth and re- 
jeyceth, rejeyce in the Lord, If they could doe a man 
good, wee might rejoyce in them. The Lord te- 
quires nothing, but that which is reafonable : | 
dare be bold to declare it, that if the confidence in 
the ftrength of a man were able to doe him good, 
he might rejoyce in it. Therefore wee fee in that 
place, he faith, it comes of the Lord. As if he. 
fhould fay: Wee fee by experience, when God will 
Juf them as inftruments, it is otherwife ; then ey 


et 


doe that, which of themſelves they cannot; they 
doe it no farther than God bleffeth them, for alfe 
they hurt, and dee no good to a man. Take heed How toknow 
therefore thy heart be not falfe, and deceive not Gg in dhe 
thy felfe, that thou. mingle by reſpects in the buſi- ufe of meanes |. 
neſſe; but ufe the meanes, and depend and truſt in 
God for the bringing it to paſſe: which thou ſhalt 
| know by this, if thou draw neere to God; for that 
is a tryall, zerem. 17. Curſed is kee that maketh flefh 
his arme $ this drawes the heart from God; you 
| fhall finde that noted in 1 Tim. 1. 6. The Widow that 
truſts in God, prayeth day and night. Therefore, when 
thou haft the bef meanes, if thou be not flack in 
prayer, 


~ 
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_ F prayer, it argues thy cruft in God; when thou goe 


E to God, and ftriveft with him by prayer, and feeke 
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not to the creature, to fay, thy Wealth, or Riches, c 
the like, fhall helpe thee. So much for the aafwer t 
__ _ {the firft Objection. . 
Objekt. . Another thing that wee are readie to öõhject, i 
Concerning But, what if fuch a thing ſhonld come to paſſe 
What if the evill that I feare, fhould fall upon me 
What if the bufinefle I goe about, proceed not 
which is of that moment, I am undone if it be ne 
| | done? | 
Anfe. | -Herein the heart of 2 man muſt be quiet. 
1-We thinke | Firft, it may be thou grt too haftie in this kinde 
hes hie | many times thou thinkelt, in fuch cafes, that tho 
art without helpe, and without hope, when it is m 
ſo: Know therefore, that a man may be under w: 
ter, and riſe againe; he may ſinke twice or thric 
before he be drowned ; thou mayeſt receive man 
foy les, many blowes, and yet not lofe the viéori 
The beſt Saints have beene under the Cloud for 
great while, but they were not deſtroyed, they pi 
rifhed not: So was Ieſeph, fo was David, fo we 
all. Therefore, put the cafe that thou fall into tt 
particular ill; that the evill which thou feareſt, fa 
upon thee ; cat not away thy confidence, God mi 
helpe thee, he may come betweené the Cup and tl 
Lip, as often it is ſeene: it is his uſuall manner t 
appeare in the Mount, and not before. It was a. Pr 
verbe in Iſrael, The Lord wil be feene in the Afount 
not ſo much, becauſe it was a common ſpeech, bi 
becauſe it was commonly done; it was a thing tha 
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„God ufed to doe. Therefore be not difcouraged too 
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{mone ; God may helpe thee, as low as thou art. 
Suppofe this doth come to paffe, as a mans heart will 
never be at reit, till he ſuppoſe that which he would 
not, be content fhould be fo 5 and hence comes dif- 
quiet in a mans heart: if it doe come, he hath not 
refolution to beate the perplexitie. Therefore, in 
fuch a cafe, if thou fuppofe it will be fo, doe as 


‘| Aefter did, reſolve; Zf I periſb, I perifb. The meaning 


is, If I perifh, I ſhall not perifh : when thee faith, If} 
I perifh, I perifh, fhee meanes not fuch a matter as 
wee fay in our common fpeech ; but, It it will come 


. {to paffe, let it come to paſſe: ſo Feſter, If I perith, 
I perifh-; fhee knew, that it was a good worke that 
ſhee went about, and thee knew fhee fhould have a re- 


ward for it. It is not fuch a thing to lofe the life, as 

men thinke it is; if wee looke upon it with the eye of 

Faith, it is no ſuch matter. And fo the three Chil- 

dren, they care not what fhould become of them;they 

knew not whether God would deliver them, or no: i 

but if he would not, they refolved to beare it; and fo i 

ſhould wee doe. | | 
But, you will fay, A man is not able to doe this: | Objet, 

If chou diddeft know the reaſon, it would move: Anf, 


| thee.: Therefore labour to worke thy, heart to con- There may 


fider, that all theſè worſt things that befall thee, 1 


may be good enough; and if thou have not learned tufter. 

before, learne now; marke what. S, Paul faith : ee 

are afflicted, but not overcome; perfecuted , but not 

for ſaken; cast downe, but wee periſh not; ever dying, 

but het behold wee live; forrie, and jet wee rejoyee., 
That: 


———— —— — I —— ¶ — mei 
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; Ihat is, there is ſomewhat that ſuſtaines us in th 
| -worft dangers, fomewhat that keepes us from * 
And Paul, be is as: good as his word; what he fait 
there,wee fee by his carriage: wee fee in what a manne 

| he went thorow all ; all was nothing, perfecution wa 
} nothing: but what he did in ſuch a cafe, he had Goc 
Rood actually by him, and faid ; Feare not Pas, 

have much people there, when he fent him into Ms 

cedonia; ä 
Objet. But thou ſayeſt, thou haft nothing to beare it. 

_Anfw, Confider, whatfoever thy cafe be, if the thing do 
fo fall out, thou fhouldft be readie to fay, This is no 

{o deſperate, but it may be helped; it is not fo heavic 

but it may be borne; it is not fo miferable a cafe, bu 

it may be happie; and laſtly, it is not fo bad, but i 

may be good for me. 

| 2. Nocafe fo) Fir, There is no cafe fo defperate, but it may b 
thee help. helped: Put the cafe thy Name, which is fo tender 
Good Name thing, which is like unto Glaffe, which if it be broke 
like Glaffe, cannot be made up againe 3 fuppofe it be broken all i 
pieces in the world, God fhall make it ups Fofeph hi 

Name could not be made up againe, and he cleared a 

innocent of all; but God cleared him. David now b 

bis great finnes,he brake his good Name, fo that nos 

it was not an eafie thing to heale Davids Name 5 ye 

God did it abundantly , and he died full of riches an 
| honony : it was forgotten, as a thing that had neve 


EY — — 


beene; when he had gotren credit with God, he gc 

credit with men. | 
And {fo for Povertie: It is not eaſie for a man to b 
rich; riches have wings. It is true, riches have wing 
t 


—— 
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Of Cffedaall Faith: 
to flie to a man, if God bid them come, as well as 


they have wings to flie from a man, if God bid them 
leave him. 


Againe, what if fuch a wan be thine eremie >| 


“There is no man that is fuch an enemie, but God 
can foone make him a friend, as wee {ce in Jacob and 
Eſan. Let the cafe be what it will: You know Jobs 
cafe, there was all extremit ie of miſerie upon him, 
thar, if a man (hould looke upon him, hee would 
thinke it fmpoffible to helpe him; yet you fee what 

Againe, I fay it is not fo heavie, but it may be 
borne: Wee fee how Paul did beare all his afiti- 
oba, twee fee it in other inſtances, which before wee 
reckoned up:) in 2 Cr. 11. fee how he was ftoned how 
he was ſcourged, and imprifoned ; the troubles that 
he had within him, the cave of ab the Churches wasup- 
on iim; and who was afflicted, and he did not burne ? 

It was to him as 2 fire to a mau, it ſcorched him ; and 

yet you fhall fee, that he did beare them in ſuch 2 
manner, that if a mau were to chuſe S. Pu, comforts 
with his afflictions, he fhould make a good choiſe, 

to take the one with the other, S. Faul, in the pre- 
ferce of. Neve, is not dannted, who was a wicked 

Tyrant. So David, he was in a miferable caſe at 
Tiglag; be had loft his Wives, and all that he had, 
he had no helpe, but a few (c oo) men, and yet they 
would have ſtoned him too; this was nothing to 
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2. It is not 


unſi rta- 
die. 


bim: when God had ſettled his ſpirit with com- 


fort, he comforted himfeife in the Zord. So in any cafe, 
if God keepe a whole fpirit in thee, it is no matter. 
— | X 


Take! 


224 OF Effetinall F.. 
Sele. Take a Plafter that is fharpe, if you lay itto a for 
{ A found fpirie | place, it will {mart and grieve it; but lay it to the 
= bear any whole fleſh, it is nothing: So it is with afflictiom; 
ton. hen thy foule is whole, it is like 4 whole ſhoulder: 

lay a heavie burthen upon a whole fhoulder, and i 
goes away with ic well enough ; but if the foule and 
ſpirit be broken, it is got fit to beare a croſſe. If God 
enable a man, it is anotber thing; then diſeaſe is 
nothing, impriſonment is nothing, aad diſgrace is 
nothing 5 when God enables a ntan to beare it, it is 
nothing: therefore it is not fo heavie, but it may be 


Aci Againe, it is not fo miferable, but thou. mayeſt be 
an happic in 


siara bappie in it. Why ? The reaſon is in Ro. 8. Becauſe, 


what ſoever it be, it (bal nos ſeparate st from the love of 
God in Chriss: neither Priucipalities, nor Powers, no 
things preſent, nor thangs to come, neither Men, nor 
| Devils: In fuch a cafe, the Devil', with all his forces 
! : fer apaing thee, hall not be able to make thee mife. 
' rable, thou art a happie maa notwithftanding, bee 
God loves us | {hall not be able to hure thee; God loves tbee fill, 
in afliaien. ind loves thee tenderly, thou art deare to him ət aH 
times. Therefore whatfoever it is, it fhall not fepa- 
rate thee fromthe love of God in Chriſt: And when 
hee could name no more, hee names. in generall ; 
ea hee, neither Men, nor Devils, sior aay thine thall 
oe it. 7 

Againe, it is not fo bad, (I fay) but it may be bef 

ri fly for thee, it may doe thee good : for our nature is fo 
rebellicus, and fo fet upon things of this World, 

that except God ſhould take this courfe, to workea 


@ 
wearinefle 
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Of Efeluall Faith. 
ycarineſſe in the World, to. mortifie. our lutis; if 
God fhould anc take fuch courſes, out nature would 
be readie to rebell: therefore God dealeth ſo with 
men. Sometimes hee af icts thee with ſickneſſe, ſnarp 
ſickneſſe, which is irkſome to tbee; but kaow, that iſ 


what thy heart would doe. Some men be afflicted 
with enmitie of others; thou knoweft not, if thou wert 
friends with all men, how thou ſhouldeſt be. Thou 
art afflicted : in the World, in thy Wife, in thy Chil- 


and tbough thou thinke with thy felfe, If I were fret 


I ſhould ferve God the better; | fay unto thee, tbou 
knoweſt not what thou ſhouldeſt be: A mans misde 
doth not know what it would be in another eſtate, 
one ly he knowes the prefent. If thou hadft fuch and 
fuch circumſtances, ii thou had& wealth, if thou hadft 
fuch croſſes removed , if all things ſhould goe well 
with thee, Ob then thou wouldeſt be ha ppie; but 
thou knoweſt not what thou ſhouldeſt be. You know 
what the Prophet faid to Hazael.: (faith hee) Def 


thes knew what thou (bale be, whin thou art King of 


Aran ? Thou knoweſt how thou art affected now, 
but thou knoweſt not how thou fhalt be then; when 
thou art a King, then thou wilt be anſwerable to thy 
{tate and condition. So much for the fecond Ob- 
jection. | 


Thirdly , it will be objected: Itis true; if God Ol j-ꝗ. 2. 


that diſea ſe were taken from thee, thou knoweſt not 


dren, ia thy Neighbours, in thy Name, io thy Eſtate; 


from this, I ſhould be happie, I fhould be humble, 


agen? .... ˙— , ˙ .. . 
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did heare my prayers, or if hee did uſuilly heare jCcneetning | 
the prayers that the Saints make, that it were no Oed hearing 


X 2 more | 


Ja 


— — 


our prayers. | 
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Of Effeuall Faith, ` 


more but feeke and have, wee would truſt in God in 
difficult cales + But I finde by experience, that | 
pray, and he doth not anfwer me: and it is not my 
experience onely, but it is the experience of others) 
likewife ; they pray, and God doth not heare 
their prayers: What ſhould fafaine me therefore 
ow: | 
Anfo. To this I aniwer: It is certaine, that God alwayes 
heares thy prayers, there is no doubt to be made of 
that; hee is 2 God hearing prayers, and hath made 2 
promile, that when they come, hee will heare them: 
Be aſſured therefore, that hee heares. But now to ar- 
„5 {wer thee. : 
Why Ged Firſt, there are many cafes wherein God heares got: 
Cometimes, 2s firſt, it may be chou askeſt amiſſe. 
ob jeg. But thou wilt ſay, My heart is rights and therefore 
I hope I aske not amiſſe. : 
Anfw. 1. Yes; though thy heart be right, thou mayeſt aske 
- | When wec amiſſe out of miftake x OUT of want of judgement : 
' | aske amiſſe. | Thou muſt not thinke with thy felfe, becauſe thy 
| affect ion is ftrong to fuch a thing, therefore it is 
lawfull for thee, and meet for theeto have it. T bere 
are many things which a little Child asketh, which 
are not meet for him; 2 wife Father will not fecond! 
his Child in all that hee affects and defires , thou 
muſt thinke, that God will not doe it in rhefe cates. 
And therefore learne in fuch a cafe, when hon 


commeſt to God for outward things, or for the 
mtafure of Grace, or for the prelent we of Grace, 
(as you fhall heare hereafter ) it may be hee anfwers : 
thee not; yet thou muft acknowledge God to be 


onely ˖ 


| 
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onely wife. If wee could remember that in 1 Tia. 1. 
19. To the King onch wife, be glory and immortalitie: 
| Wee thinke our felves wife too, wee thinke that wee 
have fome part of wifdome 5 but if wee did beleeve 
that hee were onely wife, that is, if thou diddeft 
beleeve that none were wife but hee, thou wouldeſt 
be content to refigne thy felfe unto him, let him doe 
with thee what hee will, although thou fee no rea- 
fon, yet thou wouldeft be content. Therefore, when 
* 3 to ca y N — thou ion why 
readie to fay thus: Lord, 1 fee no reafon w 
this fhould not be good, and yet I may be decei- — = 
ved, I may be miftaken ç therefore I will not aske| - 
it abſolutely: It may be, the want of it is betrer 
| for me than the enjoying of it; it may be, to be 
croſſed in it, is better for me than to have ſucceſſe 
in it; thou art onely wife, Iam not able to judge: 
And therefore, when wee come to aske any thing of 
God, thus wee fhould doe. S. Paul, when hee comes 
to aske the mortification of his fleſhly luſts, 2 Cer. 
12, one would thinke hee might have asked that 
abfolutely , wee cannot fee haw God fhould not 
. | beare that prayer: and yer, in that cafe, S. Paul was 
}: miftaken 3 God faw it was beft to fuffer that luſt to 
continue upon him, and to contend with him: 
Thou fhalt not be free from this ftrong tempta- 
tion; for. faith hee, by this I will humble thee, 
thou fhalt have a better Grace than thou ſhouldeſt 
have, if that luft were taken away. When Saint 
| Paul ſaw, that the continuance of that upon him 
| humbled him more, that it brought more glory to 
\ X ; i 
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A man may 
aske amiſſe, 
though his 
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a2. When we 


are not fitted 
for mercies, 


Simile 


8; Of Effettnall Faith. | 


God, that it fhewed Gods power in his vreakeneſſe, 
hee was content, hee faw that hee was deceived before: 
I fay, in fuch a cafe a man may be deceived, much 
more in outward things. You know, the Difciples, 
when they came to aske fire to come downe from 
Heaven, they thought it was a zealous requeft ; but 
Chrif tells them that they were deceived, they knew 
not from what Spirit that requeſt did come: if it 
had come from Gods Spirit, he would have heard it; 
but they were deceived. So, if thou wouldeft have 
God heare thy prayers , know whether they come 
from Gods Spirit; whether thy prayers be the voyce 
of thine owne fpirit, or of Gods Spirit: if it be 
the voyce of Gods Spirit, he heares it alwayes, be- 
caufe it askes according to his will; our fpirits may 
aske that which is good, but not that which is ſit at 
this time. | 

Secondly, hee will heare thee; but it may be,thon 
art not yet fit for the merc ie: not becauſe hee doth 
not heare thy prayer, and tender thee in that caſe 
thou art in, but thou art not yet fit. Herein God 
deales with us, as the Phyſic ian deales with his Pa- 
tient: The Patient earneſtly deſires ſuch and ſuch 
things; the Phyſician wants not will to give them 
him, but he reſolves to give them as ſoone as he is fit; 
and therefore he makes him ſtay till he have purged 
him, and made him fit for it, till he.be fit.for fuch a 


Cordiall, for fuch a Medicine, that it. may not hurt 


Inſtances, 


had faſted and prayed three times; when they had 


him: it may be, God ftayes thee for this end.. So 
the men of Benjamin , they were fitted when they 


fafted 


— 


Of Egellusl l Faith. 
faſted once, and twice, they adventured, and prevailed 


not till the third time: So God deferres long. What 


if thou faſt and pray, and God doe not heare thee ? 
Yet conclude with thy felfe, that thou art not yet fic: 
There is ſomewhat more that muĝ be done. D. 
vid, a man would thinke that he had beene fitted for 
the Kingdome before that time; but God deferred 
it untill David was humbled enough, till he was bro- 
ken enough, till God had provided a Kingdome, as 
he promifed. | 5 
And {o he did with Feſeb, and fo with the people 
of Iſrael: they were kept long in bondage, they were 
long preſſed, before they were fit to be delivered; 
God tendred his people then, he had no delight in 
their afflictions. And fo wee may fee in the whole 
Booke of the Judges, how God ſuffered his people 


to be afflicted, to fit chem for deliverance. So, thinke 


with thy felfe , thou art not fitted yet; and if thou 
wouldeft goe by a Rule, 1 Pes. 3. 6. Humble your 
felves under his mightie hand, that he may exalt yen in 
due time. Marke, whenſoever God layes any afflict ion 
upon any man, his end is to humble him. And, if 
the worke be done, he will performe that which he 
hath promifed ; as ſoone as thou art humbled, he will 
exalt thee: therefore that word is added, Hewill ex- 
alt you in due time; not when thou thinkeſt he will, 


before- hand, for God is wife, and will doe it in due 


time: if he ſhould deferre it beyond the time when 
thou art fitted , he fhould not doe it in due time, but 
beyond the time. 


Sod delivers 
in due time. 


Againe, if hee fhould fend deliverance beſore 
. X 4 thou 
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thou art fit, it were not in due time, it would come 
too ſoone: But aſſure thy felfe, when thy heart is 
humbled and weaned from. the World, when thy 
luſts are mortified, and when thou art made fpiritu- 
‘all and heavenly-minded by fuch afflictions; be 
i fure God will not deferre one jor,. hee will come in 
the exa@tnefle of time; that, as it is faid, Is the ful. 
| nefe of time his Sonne came, fo it is inthe fulneſſe 
of time before he will fave thee, inthe fitteſt time. 
| Therefore I would fay to thee, whofoever thou art; 
| that fueft to God for Pleaſure, for Honour, it may 
be, to be relieved.in thy ſtate, for Health, for Life,or 
for comfort ; I fay, God hath made-2 promife, and 
it is impoffible that hee fhould faile in the perfor- 
mance of it, as Salomon faith, Prev.22.4. Riches, and 
H | Honour, and Life (ball he give; but to whom ? to h 
that it humble, and that feareth the Lord: You muſt 
put in both the Conditions. Many men feare the 
‘Lord, which are not humbled; and fome men are 
humbled, but they have fome fecret way of wic- 
: kedneffe, wherein they are indulgent to chemfelves, 
Holinefleand but they muſt goe both together. Let a man be 
humihtie. holy, that kee may have no way of wickedneſſe in 
himſelfe; and let him be humbled, orelfe God may 
beſtow Wealth on thee 5 but if thy heart be not 
holy, thou wilt forget God in it. And if hee give 
. [thee Health, if thy heart be not humbled, thou wilt 
be readie to ufe it intemperately, thou knoweft not 
thine owne heart: but be aſſured, when thou com- 
meſt to God, fie heares the requefts that are made 
by his Spirit; that if thou be prepared, hee will not 
denie 
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denie thee: the Promiſe is abſolute, let the Condi- 

tion be fulfilled ; for thoſe zre the words, The re- 
ward of humilitie, and the feare f God, i Riches, and 

Honour, and Life: Expect not theſe, when there is 

= the precedent preparations for it is not beſt for 

thee. | 

Thirdly, it may be God doth it net, becaufe there ;. Tomake us 

is a defect in thy prayer; hee will have thee pray Pray fervept- 

more fervently, that Condition is put in, James 5. 

The prayer of the righteous availech much, if it be fer- 
vent. Indeed, God might beftow bleſſings upon us 

for the meere asking, if wee did but make our requefts 
kenne; yet hee is pleafed to require that Conditi- 
on, that our pragèrs be fervent, and he deferres the |, 
giving of the bleffing, untill wee be quickned : and 
therefore hee deferres oft-times, to inhance, and to 
caufe us to prize his bleffings , (lightly come, lightly | To prize his 
gene; as wee ufe to fay.) Things that come eafily, | bess. 
wee willingly part with; but God will have us prize 
them high, and therefore wee muft begge them car- 
neſtly: hee holds them back, to affect our appetites, 
to make us contend with him in prayer; or elfe,why | 
did hee deferre to grant the Woman of Canaans re- 
queft » Why did hee deferre, to give Iacob delive- 
rance from his Brother Efaz ? If hee had done it 
in the beginning, Jacob had not fo wraſtled, hee had. 
not done that excellent. dutie of prayer all night. 
When Hannah comes to aske a Sonne of the Lord, 
(hee hath given to many with leſſe adoc, but) hee 
would not grant it her till her ſpirit was troubled, 
till fhee prayed earneſtly with contention we vio ?- 
2 2 | Cr Ces - | 
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Of Effettuall Faith. i 


lence, that Eli chooght fhe was drunke: No, faid fhe, 


but, Z am 4 woman troubled in ſpirit. They mutt be 


earneſt, thoſe prayers that God will have at thy hands: 


` | and if thou be not heard, goe and mend thy.prayers, 


4. When it 
eroſſeth Gods 

- providence 

otherwife. 


thar thou mayeſt mend thy ſpeeding; quicken thy 
prayers, as thou laboureft to make thy heart more 
righteous , that thou may ft be fit: The prayers-of-she 
righteous prevaile mach, if they be fervent » ſo pray more 
fervently. | | 
Fourthly, it may be God heares thee, but it cref-| . 
feth: fome other fecret paſſage of his Providence. 
There are many things that God, the great Gover- 
nour of the World,muft bring togetherzand though 


' {you fee no reafon why hee (houldg-got heare thee, 


yet it may be hee will difcover unto thee, that the 


{fumme of all things being put together, thou ſhalt 
. | fee, that it is nor beft for thee to be heard. David 


now, when hee comes to aske a requeft-at Gods| 
hands, that hee might build him a Temple; ic was 
a thing that hee deſired, and he made no queſtion but 
that it was according to Gods will: and Nathan was | - 


of that opinion too; Goe, faith. he, and dee aB that). 
`. d is thine heart: David did not know what belonged 


to that bufineffe , becaufe no man can judge of thoſe 
things that God hath appointed to bring to paffe, 
a man cannot fee round about all the corners o 


Gods Providence, no man is able to fee it; wee 
ſee not the concurrence of things, how one thing 
{ftands with another. And therefore wee ought not 


to looke, in fuch cafes, to be heard: As the Wife- 

men, they thought it fit to have returned by the 

way 
$ 
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. | way they came, but God faw a reaſon to turne them 

another way. Therefore be not haftie in thy requeſts, 

but know, that God is wife, and will worke all for 
the beſt, his glory muft goe in all, and one thin 

1 be done, that his end may be brought to paſſo 

in all. T * 
naa > it may be Gad will grant thy requeſt; 

but for the manner and the meanas by which hee will 

doe it, and for the time, it is in his owne power.. But 

| becaufe.thefe things are knowne, Lwill not. ftand 

to preſſe them further 1 But now I come to the laft 

Objection: 5 | | 

aft of all, you will be readie to fay: It is true; I| Objet. 4. 

would truſt in God, if hee did alway fhew mercie for] About che 

my fake, if I faw the Saints alwayes bring their enter- pcg l 

prizes to paffe, if Idid fee it Rill well with them that athe Saint: 

truſt in him: but I find it contrarie for the moft part; ffli@ions. 

it is ill with chem that truſt in the Lord, and evill men 

profper: and therefore what encouragement have] to 

truſt in God, in this manner as you exhort me to doe, 

when I am brought to ſuch an exigent, to ſuch a cafe, 

that my life or my goods are in hazzard, or my name; 

it is not my beſt way fo to doe: I fee by experience, 

that thofe that are wife men, polit ick men, and thofe. 

that have the greateft meanes, they profper5-when as 

` | Other men that feare God, doe not bring their devices | 

{te paffe. | ie nt e 

I will anſwer this, and fó will hàve done withthe p’ > ` 

oint: Anſe. 
Firſt, I anfwer: It is true, that ill men oftentimes Ev! men may /- 

doe proſper, and that good men many times doe mamay A 
| i not be crofied. . 
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| not ſucceed z l {ayy wee will not denie it, for wee fee 
the Scripture is plentifull: P/al.37. Feart not the sanl 
| chat bringeth bis cnterprizes to paffe ; where, it ts fup- 
| pofed that they doe fo. In Jer. 12. 1. Why dee the wicked 
: | Profper ? Where the Prophet fets out in particular, 
| how they profper ; hee faith, They grow and tate rest, 
they ſpring and bring forth frait. And you know what 
Salomon faith, who was a wife man, and looked 
through many events that fall out under the Sunne, 
Ecel. 8. 14. I have fem shis vanitie, (faith hee) that 
where fhowld bave beene Iuſtice, there hath deene wicked- 
ne fre, and it hath come ante the juf. as unto the wicked . 
Z have ſeene the Battell hath not beene te the firong, ner 
bread to the wife. And fo he goes alon.z,as you know 
well, He fets out in that Booke pleatifully,that evill 
men may profper long, and may exceedingly bring 
their enterprizes to paffe. . 
| Againe, on the other fide, the Saints may not 

proſper, and that in thofe things which they doe 

according to Gods will. When Chrift fent has Dif- 
ciples over the Water., and.bade them goc to the 
of? other fide ; yet they rowed all night; there was| 

a great ftorme, that they could not doe good, fè 
that they were in great jeopardie and danger ; and 
A man may yet it was his owne appointment: So, I fay, thou 
= sabe eo mayeft goe about a buſineſſe, and yet finde fuch 
| God fers hia ſtormes, ſuch contrarie windes and waves, fuch 
on, ‘| ftreames running againſt thee, that thou mayeſt be 
exceedingly hazzarded , though God himfelfe ft 
thee on worke. When S. Paul went to Afacedonis, 
you fee God called him from another place, and he 
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bade him goe thither : you fhall not finde rhat S. Pan! 
was the better uſed; nay, you fhail finde, that for the 
time, ke feemed to doe leaſt good there of any place; 
there were few that beleeved in God. And peter, when 
he came to Chrif on the Wiater, he had 2 warrant for 
it, be did that which was a fruit of his Faith; yet for 
all that he ſunke, ke began to finke, till Chriſt put 
forth his hand, aad was Kine to helpe him. fherefore 
I fay, you may goc about Gods buſineſſe, and yet it 
may not proſper. Therefore wee muh fet downe that 
eonclufion, it is a great Light to know that it is ſo. 
_| The Wiſe- man gives the reaſon of it, Ecel. 7. 14. 

(Saith he) Thos {hate finde great varietie; thon {bale finde) | 

e tines good times, and in the day of wealth, when thou 
SAS it, rijoyce, SE 

Againe , another time afflictions will come; 

kaow,, that God hath done it for fome purpoſe: 
Mee bath made this contrarie to that, thet thon ſpouide it 
fade nothing after him; That is, that ali the world may: 
fee, that bie cd and his actions are past finding ous, 
if God fhould deale alwayes after this manner, OU: Why the 


fay, furely God will doe this: But it is not fo, pee bad in out- 
hath made this contrarie to the other; that is, hee, ward things. 
takes different courfes with men: hee hath made this 
ſcontrarie to that, that men flrould not finde the print 
| lof his foor-fteps ; to fay, that God will certainely 
doe this another time. Therefore hee addeth hole 
words, which doe immediately follow, that none 
might finde cut any thing aſter him: I have Jeene th 
Ju ia 
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ledge his wifdome, But I come now.to.a particular 
an{wer ; for it is a point worthy the anfwering, it is 
a point that will Rand us in much ſtead, when = 
meet with many fuch object ions as mans heart will 
have in that cafe. Therefore I anfwer particularly 
and briefely. ä . 
Fist, though God doe fo, yet re metabef, that 
thou muft not judge any thing, till thou fee. bee bath 
finifhed the worke ; thou wilt not judge 3- mam 
worke, till hee bath done it: If a man goe about to 
build, judge not his worke till. it be- done, becauſe 
thou ſceſt not for what end many things are: framed} 
and made.; wilt thou therefore fay, thar hee is an 
unskilfull builder? Ic were folly to doe ſo; but ſtay 
till hee hath finithed his worke, and then fee how one 
part anſwers with another, and in what proportion.| | 
So in all the workes of God; if thou fee. it goo well 
with thofe that are ill, and thofe that are good are 
affl icted, ftay. till thou fee God have finifhed his 
worke. 3 | 
And therefore. I fay to thee in this cafe, as S, Jaws 
faith ; Kuow.yee not what end the Lord made with Ib? 
So marke u hat end the Lord makes, as with Jeb, fl. 
f |with all the Saints ;. Kom what is their ends. And 
otherw ife, take all the evill men, as /ereboam and Sami, 
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and fee what end the Lord made with chem; their 


top, which withereth 
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| if there were but ont affliction, it would not ferve she 
: turned, Ce & | „ 
| Againe, thou haf need chat affi@ions ſhould con- 
| tinye long, becaufe finnd is ery naturall , fome arc f 
hidden, and long a breeding, and cannot eafily be 
removed. Therefore, what asa es affliction | 
be fo, as it is faid; Dar, 31. 7. They foal fai by she: 
t Sword , by the ‘Famine; by Cart luitie y dayes? 
Thefe were men of finder ftanding , ‘holy nien, pet; 
| they had great affliGions of. divers forts, Swotd and 
Famine; fach as S. tawes {péakes of, and Jong afidi 
ons for many dayes. Now, all this was to doe then 
good, to trie them, ts purge them, te mate theas mhire 
| So, when thofe afflictions are to doe thee. gooi, 
| = their proſperit ie fdr their hutt, tet this Gtäfit 
* — 1 Pe oe . ee a E ae eee. OF 25 


Thirdly, conſider that though they dot prof 
and godly men doe nᷣbt fo; yet their low alttre, cher i 
imprifonment, their povertie, their obſcuritie; the 
diſgrace which they are under, this is better to them 
than the Honour, and the Pompe, the Titles and 
the Riches that evil! men have. I can but nam: 
thefe things, Pſal. 37. A Werle shat the righteous bath, 
te better than the Riches cf many wicked, What is the 
meaning of that? That is, they bave more com- 
fort in that little, than the other have in their faize 
palaces, in their great Eſtztes: thou mayeſt have 

more comfort in a little, than they have in theit 
abundance ; thou mayeft have more comfort in 
obſcuritie, as S. Paul faith, as not knee, though a 
wan be obfcure, yet if he be knowne to God, and to 


mens 


| the proſperity 
of the wicked. 
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mens coniciences he is of greater cmiſencie than 
thoſe thataré in ‘thd bighaſt place. Sathoughthow!- ` <- 
have poore poſſeſſions in putward things, though). ~~ 
thou be melancholike, and alwayes Orry, yet that 
little, that very condi: ion is better to thee, than the 
out ward condition is to the o tber. - 
. Fourthhy,inperillaus times thie: is a. great differ | Anſw. 4. 
N 5 Evill men at 
hard time will come, à time of Hickneſſe mite. to 
and of 3 ion, ard of death, will befall us: Pl. 
37. In erilleus timesthey ſbali he confounded : here 
ds. the cuflerenca - anch b melt as fat-s that is, 
Induch'a tumethsrebearts {lial da iht, and ſuch mes 
have oothing ta fuftaine them; they hall: be con- 
founded ia fuch a time; they fhall not know what 
// d 4 OP A ae. i a 
„ Buonow youlwill Gy; What perillous time ig | Que. 
| that, when God Will deals fo with them? youwil 
fay in thoſe perilous times, for oughr we fee, che 
{word devoures one aſwell as another ¥. captivity, 
it {weepes away ont aſwell as another: Sickel, 
sthenit:comes,iésfalles bpon the: juſt aſwell as the 
unjuſtz: And therefore in the perillons time, I ſee no 
‘Cifference betweene the godly and the wieked. I an. 
{wer ; there is difference when the fame affliction 
fades: npon both. Looke in Jer. 8. you fhal! find 
there, that both were carried away captives, good 
menand bad mien, tbe whole cbapter is {pent in it; 
it is büf a. fhort Chapter: See there what difference 
Ather is in the fſamerafflictions which felb to both: 
wan »ei'„ff — full 


of 


Anſw. 
Difference be- 
tween the 
Saints and o- 
ther in the 
fame a fflecti-· 
ons. 


1 
t 


7 — 4 


290 | | OF Bffettuall Faithe 


of good Figs, the other was full of bad, which 
Thoughthe could not be eaten for badneffe: looke in the Text; 


Pore you fhall find that both were carried away captive, 
— hath | but here is the difference, they were carried both 
| D to hi: jn an indifferent manner, ( faith he ) you ſhall be car. 


tied captive aſwell as the other, the 0e ESE in 


the Basket, but 7 will know you, mine eyes fhall bee 
upon yow to die yes good, and I will bring you backe 
in due ſeaſon, and I will plant you in captivity; and 
you foall grow; and I will bu.ldyou, and au ſpall not 
be defireyed; and Iwiligive you an. heart to know we 
in that condition; and Iwill beyour.God, andyon {hall 
bee my people. all this: I will doe to you, although 
yoube in the fame affli@ion. And what will he doe 
to the other? They ſhall be carried in a basket into 
captivity; but faith the Lord, Iwill make you are- 
proach, I will make you a curſt, (will mate qa ach- 
mon talke, Iwill defroy you when you came into cay 
tivity, with the ſword, with famine, with peftilence, 
mine eyes Mall bee on yom for ill in ſuch acaſe. Sol 
fay, the fame Beſome of deſtruction. may ſwee 
away both, the ſame ſword may devoure both, 
(ame diſeaſe may ſeaze upon both, there ĩs no great 
difference ou: wardly in the fame afflictions both 
may die, and is there no great difference in their 
| death? both may be ficke, and is there not agreat 
| difference! Inthe one, his heart is made glad and 
light in Gods countenance, in his Beloved; ‘ when as 
the other hath nothing to hold him up: The one 
. The wicked hath the confolation ofthe Spirit, the other wants it. 
H are in Againe, conſider in affliction there is great diffe- 
rence 


rence, as you fhall find this difference betweene the /Mippery pl- 

condition of the Saints and others, although their? 
outward condition ſeeme to be alike; The evill | 
man fasd's in ſligppery places, and: his condition isun- 
certaine,and it is a great miſery to bee uncertaine 
for a mans condition to bee ready to be blowne 
downe-with {ucha wind, he knownes not how long 
he ſhall continue and ſtand; fa they. ſtand in ſſippery 
places. Theother, thoſe that are but on, Chrift, 
are like the houſe built on the Rock, they are fure 
it hall be well with theem. E 
Againe, afflictions that come to the wicked, they |, Miſery comes 
come ſuddenly. Thereem it is 2 ching proper to the luddeniy on 

| wicked Vro. I. 2 7. Thrir deſalatias fall tome fuddenly, the Wicked. 
and their deftruction as awhirl-wind: Why, is it not 

ſo with the godly ? doe not they often perith by ſud- 

den dea 3 not fall on tim ꝗ do tiot ſudden 


changes dome iorthem as well as tothe d thers? No: 
Things are fudden, not fr& the the ſuddenmes, but fro in whee 
che want of the preparation of the perſon that they | pea things g 


are faid to be 
fydden. 


fall upon, therehbre God will. not-fend: affliction up- 
en bis childreà till he havaprepased:them ; he will 
prepare: them, atid them a ia ho matter if they come 
ſuddenly, it is na matter though he ſtrike them: ftid- 
denly before tliey be aware; when hee: hath fitted 
them zit comes not ſuddeniy Deatir comes not upon 
them: as a het hit isto hu taſcen in a ſnate proper- 
We whentherbeatt istakenſiidiſmare by the Huntſ- 
man, r by the Fowler, who meanestheir deſtructi- 
E 40 alfi Aians come up onevillsnen as a ſnare, vhẽ 
ZEAN takem in uoy Nat; Satan:takes eya | 
eee 2 there 


Snare. 
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ee there to deſtroy them eternall y. 
| Afi&ions ea) Aggaine, the afflictions of the godly. afe- — 
P the god- | L eayje tothem, asthe affl tions obihe.wicked ares 
G O.Daffli&s them ihne brinches not in the roots 
they drink of the Cup, but not ofthe’ decgss but 
as for. the wicked, he fmites them fo, us that. he 
ſmites them not the ſecond time, that chey i toar 
for his wrath, Pfalz 24. The: gadly.: E 
Tull get hall heriſanguivr, ‘hé:(wall not Be er, 
the Lord puts under his hand: Tliar: is, 
godly fall into affliction, yet he is not broken in ‘the 
, tals God puts under his hand, hefalisfofe, 'hefalls 
roroa] notdoasta; brake his nek, to- bee! g: 
ilonni phenaisthatdifornces. Go:that-though GOD doe 
the fame g@to both, yet he doth.it to:thevone for 
love, to the otherhe ‘doth the fame act for deftrn- 
Won. Lien mmnectut! Iopprthe F teis ther’ 
isa certzia ſoaſen in ᷑hâ yeere f hedoppe: his 
Trexa the will bethe. bitter for it, ift they de lop- 
ped. in. due feafon they ave the better: lappe them 
| akanotiies: time, and: they will wither: |. So 
tomes to d wWackeq; man in the ünfinolti ‘time to 
bim tid whens hey: larke: not:for bizs dn that 
wicked: men frare leaſt, then he comes jult as a 
Theefé doth ix the worſt and moft dangerous time 
sy: [OF all for tbecwner of the houle, then comes the 
Godacers beef agnes cut that time: So; Goditomes: ap- 
te 17 aon /e 2 affintschem wher they are ig 
uußticlt tine pegce and p: oſperityt tale heed that he thee 
het at that time when thou fhalt wirher to dſtructi- 
on, well thou art nat-prepared 1: Socthe Scripture 
: 9 faith, 
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So that ſuddenneſſe is when men are not ptepared. 
And fo when Goddaith, he will free the godly from | 
{udden death, his meaning is, he will prepare him IP 

and fit him for death. Put all theſe together, ‘That | 
the wicked bring their ęnterpriſes to paſſe, that tlie 
godiy are croſſed- and afficted, that God hatha fpe- 
Tialliend in chis, that death, affliction and fickneſſe 
come ſuddenly upon none but wicked men, und it 
will. giv- fatisfhction to any man. I fhould. come 
now. to preſſe:the point, but the time is paſt I can- 
not doe it: So much thall ſerve for the fecond ie, 
for the auſwering of the Objec tions. 

The rhirduhing to fet faith on worłe in, is to fan- = 5 
Gifie -yqu,.td mortise’ your luſts, to revive and | proved toia- 
‘Atvengthen ‘you, iathe inward man, and tomakeit) „ 
eie in every good worke. This point I intend 
to -handie at thus time. Faith is exteeding effectual | 

dos this, iT will: touch it but in one word. I will 

thold you long. Set faith awarke to fanttific thy | 
cri. emia dS o Da PREN 

use me how hall Tdogithi i 3s: -3 ] Ouch 

Faith ‘doth it divers-wayes. I cannot goe through | s/w. 
thems: Set faith om-svorke to beleeve the forgive- | How faith 
neffe afathy: ſinnes, toi beleeve the: lowe!ofGod to- 1 che 

tards ‘thee; 2 and thou ſnailt 
fuck: that m ſer H y ‘heart, this act of 
faith will purifie-thy heart. But how can that be? 
| Because this fhalksurne thy heart: from thy fins, to 
God: fod there is no way te miartiſis ſuſts, and that 
quicken Ihycheart, duobe: cauſing thee tadelight in 
Y 3. God 
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God. No man can have his heart weaned from fin, 
divorced from fin, which he hath beenesveddedto 
all his life, except he find another hafband, in 
whom be may delight more: Now the more thou 
beleeveſt that God is thine; the more thou beleeveſt 
tliat thy fins are forgiven, the more thou canſt fet 
faith on worke to doe this, the more victory thon 
fhale get over thy fins, that is the nature of mans 
difpofition, that ſtill it defires that obj ect that isa- | 
miable and plraſant. Now if thou lookeon Godas 
a fudge, that will turne thee away from him, that 
mia es thee fill continue in fin; but when thou loo. 
f keſt upon him as upon one that loves thee, as one 
that favoureth thee, as one that is thy friend, that 
accepts thee, that will winne thine heart, this will 


¶cauſe a mans heart to turne from ſin to turne from 


darkeneffe to light, it will make him to leave the 
wayes wherein he delighted before, it will divorce: 
a mans. heart from the fin wherein it hath taken 
pleaſure a long time, ſo that it ſnall never get the 
victory over it. Therefore the beg way in ſuch. a 
cafe, is to ſet faith on worke, to beleeve the forgive- 
neſſe of finne; remember the promiſes of God, thoſe 
promiſes you have heard often, that God will for- 
give thy v ſins, that he will pardon thee, take theſe 
promiſes and apply them; fee God ready to for- 
give, this will turne thy heart from fin, thou fhalt 
find ſinne: die and wither in thee, and thy heart to 
grow and be quickned in grace: you know, that to 
get a loving heart, is to beleeve that God loves us, to 
beleeve that our finsareforgiven. Nbw I fay, there 


OH! Faith. * 

is nothing that weakneth fia indeed, but to love 
God, whatſoever ſin is weakened by other meanes 
than by love to God, by turning che heart ta hib 

repentance and mortification, that fiane lyeth: hid 
though it ſeeme no way to increaſe: this increalech:| | 
love, when we beleeve the promiſeof God, that he 
is ready to fortzive; that is effectual for this mur. 
poſe. When Chrift-came to Peter ; andi ſaid. unto. 
him, Loveft show me? then: faith he, feed my. Irene. 
So after this maner, when thou once :beleeyeft | | 


that G OD loves thee,and eanſt bring thy hæarttoo 
love him againe zif e Chriſt. ſnould come tolthees | sicr „ . stm f 
and fay Loveſſ thon me, who loved thee, and gu 


my felfe for shee? if thou doſt love me, diſdaine 
fuch a thing which J hate, doe not fisch things as 
will gtieve me, keep my Commandements, keep ] 
Sabbaths: f thou love me, let nor thy convèrſati- 
on be in 4vantonheflé ia 10 and nv ing; if thou 
love mè, labour to bring fome glory to my Name, 
atid to doe ſome good to mankind;if thou love me, 
be diligent in chy Lalling y if thou love me, honour | 
te, doe good d vtbeffIddeigood to thy felte with | 
it. Let a man goe thorow all the pasticul-ars. of finne; 
and he aad abftaine from it,ifhe would fet faith 
on worke this day, to fanctifie his heart. 

Againe, faith doth it by overcomming the) ;. 
World; for whena man is drawne, one of thefetwo 
things drawes him, Either fome offer of fome great 
benefit, or fome great évill which heis put in feare | 
| of: now when hee lookes and ſeeth that God is able | 
to keepe him, when men doe their worſt, aud * 

Y 4 l e 5 
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he can give him 2 heavenly Kingdome: when hee 

laohes to the promiſe, he is above the Worlds 
Again, hee not ohely overcomes riches, hut hee 

makes advantage of them he not onely loves them 
ast ſlave, but he gets the victory over them, and hee 
gets ſervice from them. Aud ſo when men can make 
their recreations to ſerve their tuns for better purpo- 
ſes, wien a man not anch qvescomes them, gets the 
victory of them, bu makes them ſtvieeable doa man 
males advantage of the World -— 

Again, when thou woulde have thy ſaactificatioa 
more igcreaſed, increaſethy faith. Thenbre thaubeleiveſt, 
che fpifit ef the madre. the Spirit of Chrif is caaveyedinga thy 
heart. The ſtronger thy faith is, the moxethe wiad 
of grace, the fap thall flaw from Chriſt into thy heart. 
As. old. Adam corruption, it is with the grace of 
Chriſt, hen thou comeſt negre, thou at ere r 
ths fimilstude of his death; that is, there comes a. gif 
from ‘im, he: fends his Spirit inco thy heart, that 
makesthee to joy in him, that cauleth thee to die to 
fm, and to live to righteouſneſſe. This I thought to 
have opened: But fo much ſhall ferve fer this time 
and for this Text. TOR. pe Ge Aas e l 
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For in Jefus Chrift, neither circumetfion availeth any 
thing, nor uncitcumcifion, but Faith which werketh 
by Love- ms 
2 N thefourth Verfe of this Chapter, 
the Apoftle affirmes, that there is 
no juſtification by the Law: for 
we) faith he, yen be juſtiſied by. the 
© Law, yon are fallen from grace: that | 
zs, youcannot be partakers of that 
n juſtification which is by grace: be. 
cauſe to have it by the law, and to have it by grace, are 
oppoſite. And he gives a reaſon for it, becauſe ( faith | 
- he) Through the Spirit we wait for the hope f that righ- 
teonſneſſe which is by Faith, and not by the Law. 
When 
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.. , AeA: When he had expreſſed himfelfe {o farre, which is 
e the righteoufneffe received by faith, that is, that 
N Irighteouſueſſe which is freel given by God of- 
AX. fered to us, wrought by Chrif. „ but taken by faith 

A yet a nour parts: Thus, faith he, you muft be juſtified. 
| ieas No to confirme this, he gives a reaſon in this 
\  |verfethatI haveyeade for faith he, In Chrif lefas, 
* (that is, to put a- man * Chrift Ieſus, or to make 

o 


dis acceptable to Goll through Chrift Ieſus, to 


“hs doe this) seither circumciſion availeth any thing, nor 
, ¢ ye axcircumciſion : that is, nether the keeping of any 
„A part of the ceremonial] law, or the omiffionof it, 
e Ipxor the keeping ofthe morall la, or the breaking 
of it, will help to ingraffe a man into Chrift, or to 

make him acceptable to GO D through ‘Chrift: 

What will doe it then? Nothing (faith he)but 

onely faith. Now leſt · we fhoutd be miftaken in 

chis, as if he: fħould require nothing at their hands 

but an empty idle faith, he addeth further, it muft 

be fuch a faith as is effectuall, asis working: And! 

that is not enough, but it muft be factr.e-fairhsas' 

Two partsin | POrkesby Love. So that you have two: parts in thi! 
che Ter. | Text: One is a removal or a negation of that Which 
doth not ingraffe us into Chriſt, or that makes hs 

not acceptable ta God. through Chriſt; it is aot 
being circumciſed or uncircumciſed, or any chiag 
of that nature. The other is the affma'ive Part 
What is that doth it, that: makes us in a glorious: 
condition, that makes us ſonnes of GOD ? Saith: 
| he, it is onely faith and love, it is ſuch a. faith as is: 
| accompanied with love and good works s fo that 

you 
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| you fee he removes all workes of ours, all workes 
df the Cercmoniall Law, Cireumcifion is nothing, 
it is as good as if you were not circumciſed, it is all 
one. And by the fame realon that Circumciſion is 
excluded, all other is. And not onely workes of the 
| Ceremonial! Law, but all the workes ofthe Moral! 
| Law alfo, conſiderèd as the meanes of juſtiſication: 
becauſe they are oppoſite to faith, they exclude 
faith, and faith excludes them, ſo as they are aſwell 
to be fhut our, as the workes of the Ceremoniall 
Law. None oftheſe, faith he Apoſtle, will doe it. 
For you muft know, the way · to ſalvation is contra- 
ry to that of damaation. Looke how. you loſt the 
kingdome of God, fo you muft get it, looke what 
gate you went out at, by the fame gate(as it were) 
you muſt come in at. What was it that loſt all man. 
kinde the kingdome of heaven? You know it was 
not our particular breaches of the Morall Law; but 
it was the fall of Adi: and when the root was 
dead, you know, all the branches died with it. 
Well, what way is there. to regaine this lofie? 
we muſt go in againe into Paradiſe by the ſame way 
that we. went out, that is, by being borne ot the ſe- 
cond Adam, and by being made partakers of his 
righteouſneſſe: by being borne of him, or ingrafted 
into him. As youcommunicate of the finne of the 
other, becaufe you. are his children, fo you muft 
| pastake of his righteouſneſſe. Againe faith the A- 
poftle, it is the Lords pleafure that you fhouldbee 
\faved after this manner, becauſe hee would have it 
‘to be of grace. Ifyou ſhould have beene faved by 
} : , 


any 
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‘any workes of your owne, you would have impu - 
ted it to your ſelves, and to your owne ftrength 
But the Lord would have it to be of grace, of his 
free will, and therefore he would have it meerely of 
faith, by taking the righteouſneſſe of the fecond 
Adam, which he hath wrought for you. Againc, he 
would have it ſure to all yourfeed : if it had beene 
by workes it would never have been ſure unto you, 
you could never have kept the Law ſo exactly. But 
fince Chrift hath wrought righteouſneſſe, and you 
have no more to doe but to take it, now itis fare; or 
elſe it would never have beene ſure. Againe, if it 
had beene by workes, the flefh had had wherein to 
rejoyce, it 1 175 have ſomething to boaft of > But 
the Lord will have no man to rejoyce in the fieth; 
| but let him that rejoyceth, rejeyce in the Lond: : Now 
if ithad beene by workes, if it had been! hy any in. 
herent righteouſneſſe, by any ornament of grace 
thatthe Lord had beautified us with, we had refoy- 
cing in our ſelves; but now that. it is by the fecond 
Adam, by coming home to him, by taking him, 
by applying his righteoufneffe: Now no fleſh can 
rejoyce in it felfe, but now whofoever: rejoyceth, 
rejoyceth inthe Lord. Therefore faith tke Apoſtle, | 
you mutt know this truth, you can never be faved | 
by doing theſe actions, no, nor you fhall. notdofe 
falvation by omitting them, for this is not the way | 
that the Lord hath appointed mankindeto be faved | 
by: But the way by which mankinde muft bee fa. 
ved, is by receiving Ielus Chrift and his righteouf- 
neſſe. But you malt remember,. that you muſt take 
him 
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him foas to love him. And it muft be fuch a love 
aS 1$ fruitfull in good workes, and not an empty and 
dle love, that is a. love in fhew only, but it muſt be 
a love in deed and in truth. Now in the handling of 
thefe words, wee will begin with the affirmative 
part, becauſe though the other be put firſt, yet the 
affirmation, you kd in order of nature, is before 
the negation: therefore I will begin, with this, what 
it is that puts us imo the happy eftate of life and fal- 
vation, Faith. But Faith that works by lou. 
This is enough to make this cleare to. you,. that 
tbeſe two great radicall vortües, Faich, and. Lore, 
are the twe pillars, as it were, upon which our fal- 
vation is built. The firſt of them. we have handled 
at large, Faith and the efficacy of it; inthe Text wee 
handled of effectuall Faith, Now the other re- 
maines of Love; whence we will deliver this poim to 
you, that, ne. * * 
Whofeever loves not, whatfoever elfe be find in kim- 
felfe; whofaever loves norshe Lord Iefas, is not in 
| Chrift and by confequent,. win uncurſea and dem- 
| nable eſtate. we ee. ere 5 
Becaufe this is neceſſarily required, that you 
have faith and love, or elſe you can have no falvati- 
on; or elſ? you are notin Chrift, and cannot beac- 
ceptable to God through Chrift: So our bufineffe 
will be to open unto you this grace of Love, that 
you may know what it is. And that you 1 * | 
it, we muſt firſt declare unto you a little in general! 
hat this affection of love is. 1 
All affections, as you know, iare nothing elfe 0 
| the 


od 


Dod ° | 2 
He that loyds: 
not, is not in |i 
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the diverſe motions and turnings ofthe will. As the 
will turnes itfelte this way and that way; fo a man is 
| faid tobe effected, to love or to hate, to grieve/or to 
rejoyce. Now love is this act of the will, whereby 
Lovewhat. it turnes it felfe to a thing, as hatred is that where- 
by it turnes it ſelfe from a thing: And that which is 
the object of this affection of love, is ſomething that 
is goods for that -which is true, and that which is 
beautifull, is not the proper object of love, that is 
the object of the intuitive underftanding : but iti 
no further the object of love, than it is good. For, 
this take for a géncrall rule, we love nothing but as 
it is good; and a thing is faid to be good, when itis 
ſutable, proportionable, and agreeable to us, for 
that is the definition of a good thing. There may be 
many. things that are excellent, that are not goodto | - 
uss we fay not that any thing is gaod, but chat which 
futes and is agreable to us, and convenie for. us. 
‘Definition of | So that, if you take the definition of this affection 
lovein gene | of love. ingenerall, Love ic nothing el ſe but a diſpoſi- 
i n T tian ofcthe will, mhereby. it cleaves.or mikes forwards 
i ſome good that is agreeable to it ſe fel. ay it ia a 
difpofition of the will, whereby it cleaves to, and 
makes forward to {ome good thing agreeable to it 
felfe.: Which you muſt marke, for we ſn ill have uſe 
of all this in the ſequel of this tract. ic . 


Now this love ſhewes it felfe by two effects: It 

would have the thing it loves to be preſerved. 

And fecondly, a man that loves, would have it 

| his, and therefore he drawes nearetoit, orelſe hee 
| | draivesthe thing neare to him: ~ Ford take &. not to 
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de true, that is commonly taken for granted, thai 
love is a deſire of union For we doe not alwayes 
deſire that the thing fhould be united to us, that we 
i love(for a thing may be too neere us, as letters may 
be too neere the eye, as well as too farre off:) But 
we would have things iu ſuch a diſtance as is moſt 

agteeable to us · As we love fire for our ufe, buti 
may be too neere us; and we love a knife for our ule, 
but it may be too neree: So by the way, marke it, It 
is not alwayes a deſire of union, but it is a deſire to 
have the thing it loves, in ſuch a diſtance as is moſt 
agrecableto us; but ſtill remember this, that love 
thewes it felfe by theſe two effects: It deſires the 
prefervation ofthe thing - Secondly, he would that 
what he loves, might be his. As when a man loves 
an unreaſonable creature, when hee loves a glaſſe, 
when he loves a horſe, he preſetves the glaſſe, he 
keeps the horſe ſtrong and faire; and if hec can, he 
would have them for his uſe. So a man that loves 
riches or honour, or that loves a good name, he pre. 
ſerves them, he would have them his: that is, he 
would have them as his owne, arbitrement , for his 
owne turne and fervice . So a man that loves his fon 
or his friend, he deſires the preſervation of them, 
and withall he would have them his; that is, he 
| would have them {o fure united to him, as may ſtand 
with his conveniencie. This is the nature. of. love. 
One thing more know of it, it is a commanding af- 
fection: Love and hatred are, as it were, the great 
Lords and Maſters that divide the reſt of the affecti- 
ons betweene them, as when a man loves, he deſires, 
he 
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| he goes and makes forward towards the thing he 
Be affe loves; if he obtain it, he reyoyceth in it; if he doe 
ction. not obtaĩne it, yet, if there be probability, then hee 
hopes, if there be no probability, then he defpaires ; 

if there be any inconvenience and impediment that 

hinders him in his proſecution, he is angry withit, 

and deſires to removeit: thus theſe affections hang 

on love. Againe, on the other fide, as love defires 

the prefervation of the thing in a neereneſſe and u. 

nion of it, fo hatred deſires the deſtruction of the 

thing, and the feparation from it. And upon thisaf, 

fection likewiſe hang the other. Whena man hates 

a thing; he flyes from itz if it overtakes him hee 

grievesz if it be likely it will overtake him, though 

it be not yet on him, he feares; if hee thinke hee is 

ſtrong enough to reſiſt it, he is bold and confident. 

So theſe two affections (I fay ) divide the reft; Now 

I will adde but this further, thad J may declare te 

you the generali nature of this affection, that is, the 
. kindes of Love: And you ſhall find theſe kindes of 

Five kinds of | Love: I will name them briefly. n 


love. i ee 5 Te. 
1.A love of Firſt, there is alové-of pity, as when you lovea 
pity. thing, you know, you-defire the. preferyation ofit; | 


when you find any thing lye upon it that deſtroyes 
it, you pitie the thing. you love, and defire to re | 
move it: So a father pities his fon when he is ficke, | 
| when heis vicious atid untoward, he loves him now | 
with a love of pitie, he defires to remove thethiag 
that hurts him. | 3 

_ Secondly, there is a love of concupiſcence, that 
is, when aman defires the thing that hee is {aid ro 


2. A love of 
concupiſcence. 


love 
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love meerely for kis uſe. Aswhen you love an inz- 
nimate creature, or any other creature for your ufe, | 
you are ſaid to love it with a love of concupiſcenti. 
all defire: and this is in common men, a lutableneſſe 
betweeen the object and lower faculties. 
Thirdly, there is a love of complacency, when — 
a man is well pleaſed with the thing, that is, when mplacency. 
the object is fomewhat adequate to the higher fa. | 
culties of the will and underftanding; that there is 
fome agrecablenefle betweené the thing loved, and 
the frame of the foule, fo that when he lookes on it, 
he is well'pleafed with it. Sothe maſter loves his 
ſcholler that is every way towardly: fo the father 
loves his ſon, as one in whom he is. well pleaſed. 
Fourthly, there is a love of friend(hip chat goes 
beyond this fove of complacenèy, becauſe in the 
love of friendfhip there is a reciprocation of affecti- 
ons, when a man both loves and is beloved againe: 
So a man loves his friend, and is loved againe by 
his frienneae . 
Laſtly, there is a love of dependonce, when one 
| loves one upon whom all his good depends, fo wee 
are faid to love GOD, wee love him as one upon 
| whom all our good and happineſſe, all our comfort 
and hope depends. Now, as you ſhall fee after, with 
i chefe three laft loves, we are faid to love the L OR D 
we love him with the love of complacence, becauſe 
i heis a full adequate object tothe foule: and we love 
him with @ love of frindſhip, becauſe there is a 
mutuall love, he loves us, and we love him; as the 
ſpouſe faith, My beloved is mine, and I are his. 


Z Againe, 


4. A love of 
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Againe, we love him with a love of dependence, for 
we hang and rely upon him for all our happineſſe 
and comfort. Now this love wherewith we love a- 
ny object that is ſutable to us, it hath degrees, and 
that love is ſtronger, as the object of that love is 
more adequate and full. Againe, as it is moſt free 
from mixture; for all things that wee love in this 
world, wee know, there is ſome mixture of evill in 
them, and therefore our love is leſſe 

Againe, as the thing wee love is more high and 

upernaturall; as wee hang and depend upon it more,, 
{o we love it more; all theſe you (hall find in G O D. 
Now lay theſe generall principles, and wee will 
make uſe of it afterwards: Only this obſerve more 
before I paſſe from the general! deſcription of it, 
That there is a paturall love t hat GOD hath pla- 
ced, in the heart of every man, and that love whe te- 
with every man loves himfelfe, ſuch a love as eve 
man hath to his children, ſuch a love as wherewit 
aman loves his wealth, or any that by nature that 
is good to him. T 

Now this naturall love hath two other loves 
hanging on both ſides of it: 

One is a vicious and finfull love,, that carryes it 
the wrong way to love ſinfull tbings. 

The ſecond is a ſpirituall love, which fets limits 
to this naturall love, that fets bankes, as it were, to 
the ſtreame of naturall affection, that ſuffers it not 
to runne over ;and not ſo onely, but gives a higher 
riſe to this naturall love, and pitcheth it on higher 
ends, it elevates naturall love, and makes it an heat 

ove, 
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love, So that all naturall love is to bee fubordinate 
to this, otherwiſe it is not good; for naturall love is 0 
but given us to helpe us to goe that way that ſpiri- Ii, Godhath 
tuall love ſhould carry us, even as the wind helpes al — i f 
the ſhip, whereas otherwife it ſhould have beene 
driven with Oares: and therefore the Lord, to 
helpe us to love our felves, and to love our chil, 
dren, and to love thofe things that are ſutable and 
convenient to us, he hath in mercy,and for an hel 
to us, put a naturall affection into our hearts, which 
yet isto be guided by fpirituall love, that wee are 
now to ſpeake of. 
So the next thing is, to ſhew what is tho ſpiri- 
So love, this love of G O D, this love of Chrif 
elus. : l 
‘And firft we will fhew how it is wrought , and 
withall, what it is: For you muft know, that eve 
man by nature Hates God, by realon of that oppofi. 
tion and contrariety whichis betweene God and e- 
very man by nature, for all love comes from fimi- 
litude and agreeableneſſe: And therefore where 
there are two of a contrary difpofition, there mutt 
needs be hatred. Now te pure nature of GO Dis 
contrary to us, and therefore every man by nature 
| hates GO D. And therefore that love may bee 
| wrovght in the heart of man towards GOD, this. 
a nature of ours muft be broken in pieces , and 1 
ſubdued. And againe, it muſt be new moulded and by wo things. 
-| framed before that can ever bee fit to love God. 
Therefore if you would know how this love of God 


is wroughtin us, it is done by theſe two things: 
] Z 2 Firt, 
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Firft, by breaking our nature in pieces, as it were; 
thatis, by humiliation, and by the Law. 

Againe, by moulding it anew, which is done by 
faith and by the Gofpell: for when w: come and 
propound Chriſt to men to be taken, and tobe re- 
ceived and loved by them, what is the anſwer wee 
have from them? Moft men, either mind him not, 
or regard not all this invitation to come to Chrif, 
but they deale with us asthofe that were invited to 
the marriage, faith the Text, they. made light of it, 
they cared not for the invitation, it was a thing they 
looked not after: oragaine, if they doe, yet they 
mind them not enough, becauſe they doe not prize 
Chriſt enough. Therefore the firſt thing the Lord 
doth prepare mens hearts to love him, is to ſend 
the Law to humble them, to diſcover to men what 
need they are in, to make an impreiion on their 
hearts, of that bond of damnation that they are 
lubject unto when the Law is broken, that mens 
eyes may be opened to ſee their ſins; then a man 
begins to looke towards Chrift, to looke on him as 
the captive lookes on his Redeemer, as a condem- 
aed man lookes on him that brings him a Pardon, 
as a Widow that is miſerable and pore, indepted 
and undone, lookes upon her husband that will 
make her rich and honourable, that will pay all her 
debts, I ſay, when a mans heart is thus humbled 
and broken by the Law, by ſound humiliation, then 
he begins to looke towards Iefus Chrift.- But, I fay; 
men doe faile, partly that they have no ſenſe of 
their finnes, or elfe they have a ſenſe of their finnes, 
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but not enough to bring them home to Chriftsfor: 
that was the fault of the eont and:third ground; 
there was impreſſion made in tem, that they pri- 
zed Chrift, but there was-not: {6 deope a préparati- 
on as to love Chrift indeed, ſo as to preferre him a- 
bove all things, fo as to cleave to him, ſo as they 
will let Him goe fo? nothing. And therefore this is 
required, that our ‘natures be broken all in pieces, 
that is, that the humiliation be deepe enough, not 
a little light impreſſion, a light hanging downe of 
the head, a little ſenſe of ſinne, but {> farre as it may 
be to purpofe; that he loo kes to Ohriſt as to the grea- 
teft good in the world; that he will rather undergoe 
amy thing then miſſe of him, that he will rather part 


That is · the firſt thing thatniuft be done to prepare 
leck by the La W] ` | 
Nov, when this is dotie, they muft be made 
againe, as I told you, they muft be moulded anew, 
and that is done by the Goſpell, and by Faith: For | 
when the he art is ‘thus prepared, now let the Gofpel | 
comé and welcome: now a mans heart is fit to 
wrought on: Why: what doth the Goſpell? The 
| Gofpell comes and tels you that the Lord Ieſus is 
willing to be your Redeemer, is willing to be your 
Lord, he is content to be yeürs. 
If you will take him, you ſhall have him and all 
his. SE 
Now when a mans heart is broken, you cannot 
bring him better newes; ar till thes you may 
— 3 goc 


with all his pleaſure, than he will goe without him. 
out hearts fer. this Nve, our hearts muft be hum- | 


up 2. By i 
themup by the 
Gofpel, : 
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goe and preach the Goſpell long enough, you may 


propound Chriſt to men, they will not take him: 
But when we propound him thus toa heart prepa- 
red, thus to him that is poore in ſpirit, to him that 
hath his heart wounded in the fenfe of his ſinnes and 
of Gods wrath, now I ſay, he is willing to come in, 
he is willing to take Chrift as a Lord, as a Husband: 
when that is done, that Chrift hath diſcovered his 
will to take them, and they refolve to take him, 


- [then there arifeth a holy; aconftant conjugall love, 


wherein they are rooted and grounded, This is the 
love we are now to ſpeake of. So that to prepare | 
us to love Chrift, we muĝ come to looke on him, 
as upon that which is ſu able and agreeable to us. 
And againe, as one that is willing to receive us. 
And that you muſt marke diligently. ` Therefore 
we will give you this definition of love out of that 
which hath beene faid: It & 4% holy diſpoſition of the 
heart, riſing from faith, whereby wee cleave to the 
Lord, with a purpofe of heart to ſerve him, and to 
pleaſe him is all things | 

When thefe two things are joyned, that a man 
is humbled, and lookes on Chrift, as one that is 
now fit for him: And fecondly; hee is perfwaded 
that Chrift is willing to take him, when this is done, 
aman receives Chriſt by faith: and from this faith, 
this love iſſues. Whence this is {pecially to bee 
marked, and itisa matter of much moment, that to 


love the Lord, it is not onely required that you bee 


perfwaded that hee is well affected to you,that he is 


willing to receive you, (for that men may have, 
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which fay that Chri ft is mercifull and ready to for- 
give, and ſo they thinke; but yet they love him not: 
Therefore, Hay; it is not onely required. that you 
looke on Chrift as upon one that is well affected and 
propitious to you) but alfo that you looke on him 
_ | as onethat is ſutable and agreeable to you, for both 
theſe muft concurre to incline your hearts to love 
him: you muft, I fay, both looke on him as one that 
is fit for you, as a good that is agreeable to you; 
and alſo you muſt be perſwaded that he is willing to 
receive you. Now the firſt indeed is the maine. 
This fecond, That CHRIST is willing to forgive: 
you, and to receive you, though it be weake; it may 
be ſuchas is a true faith, and may beget love: when. 
a man lookes on any other men that he loves, if ie 
{ee fo much excellency in them, as that hee longs 
after them, and -deftres them, though hee thinkes 

there be a ba¢kwardnefie.in them to love him, yet 
if there be. ſome probability that they are likely to 
love him, he may come fofarre as to embrace them 
in his affections, and haven deſire to them, though 
it be true, as that perſwaſion is ſtronger, ſo their 
love is more neere, for faith and love grow / toge. | 
ther: Indeed if there were an utter advetſeneſſe, if 
there were enmity, as ir were impoſſible to remove 
it, then we could not love, but hate even as Casse 
and Judes did. But I fay, that is a thing you muft 
eſpecially marke, that Faith doth not conſiſt in be- 
ihg perſwaded chat Chrift, or God through Chriſt, 
is willing to forgive, ydu your finnes, or to receive 
you to mercy, but in this, your judgement muſt be 
; 2 4 rectified 


Two things 
makes us love 
Chrift. 


Note. 
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rectified, that is, to know that you are to looke on 
CHRIST as one that is furable and agreeable to 
you, as one to whom you have an inward inelinati- 
on, as one that is fit for you. This is the maine 
thing, the other eaſily followes, to bee perfwaded 
that he is willing to love us: therefore whereas, it 
may bee, you have thought, thac to beleeve that 
46 Duis willing:to forgive you yout ſinnes, is faith: 
I dare be: bold to ſay, it is not full faith: you may 
have it, and yet not ſavingly beleeve, you may have 
it, and yet not be true belee vers. This I make 
cleere hy this argument: That which begets no 
love is not faith. But · you may be perſwaded that 
Chriſt is willing to forgive you your ſinnes, and yet 
not love him, asa priſoner may be perſwaded that 
the judge is willing to pardon him, and yet for all 
this fid-may not lovr the Judge: for love, 2 I told 
ou, comes. from fom: ſutableneſſe, fome agreea- 
leneſſe betweene the partie that loves, and the par- 
ty that is loved. Againe, you fhall find this by ex- 
perience: Aman may be perſwaded. that. he: is. in a 
good eſtate, that he ihall be ſaved, and that his finnes: 
are forgiven him; and: yet for all this he may be an 
unregenerate man, he may be a man that hath no 
life of grace in him: I fay; we fee oft. in experience, 
many men applaud themſelves in their good pers 
{wafion, and they die peaceably, and quieily, and ali 
is well, they think God hath forgiven them; and 
| yet we find there is no love in them, nor no fruit of 
love: Againe, on the other ide, a man that ‘hath his 
heart broten wihithe ſenſe of his ſinnes, may hun- 


ger 


Men may have 
a perfwafion 
; of forgiveneſſe, 
and yet not be 
leeve. 


I {aid to you, that faith that hath beene 1 with 
e 


it is true; and that fnich that is diſjoyned from love, 
it is not true. So I fay, fucha difpofition A heart 
as lookes on Chrift as one whom he longs after, he ber mf hre 
lookes on him as on a husband, as one whom hee is bur a weake 
willing to match with, that he can fay truely, This Reina on, 
is the beft husband ‘for me dn üll the world, though |?" 
yet I have not wooed him, though yet I have nota 
full aſſurance of his affe&ion to me, as I would 
have; I fay this will certifie your judgment, and 
withall it will comfort you, that-though your faith 
be weake, yet he belongs to you, it is a true faith. 
Againe it fhutsout thoſe that have falfe hearts; al- 
though thou thinkeft thy perſwaſion be ful, that 
Chrift belongs to thee, yet if thy heart be not thus 
prepared to ſeeke him, and to eſteeme him, thy 
faith is not true. I can ſtay no longer in the opening. 
0 
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18 Love 
of this, fo much fhall ferve to fhew you what this 
love is: Youfee what love is in generall, and this 
love tothe Lord,thislove to Chrift. 

Now I come to proſecute the point, having gone 
thus farre in the explication of it; I fay, this love is 
fo neceſſary to ſalvation, as that he that hath it not, 
is in a curſed and damnable conditiom he is not in 
Chrift, if he doe not love; that, as the Apoſtle ſaich, 
Hee that belee ves not foall be damned, we may fay as 
well of love, for there is a tye between all thefe, 
faith, repentance, and love. And therefore we find 
thefe words put promifcuoufly, fometimes he that 
‘beleeves not ſhall not be faved, fometimes he that 
repents not fhall not be faved, fometimes he that 
obeyes not, ſometimes he that loves nat thall not 
be faved : and therefore the Scripture is cleare in it, 

Reaf.x. and tlie is good reafon for it. |. 
If a man loves) Firſt, becauſe if a man loves not there isa curfe, 
norsthere isa there is a woe due to him. For whereſoever there is 
1 not love, a man is an Hypocrite, as our Saviour ſaith 
| to.the Scribes and Pharifees, Woe bee to you Scribes 
and Pharifees, Hypocrites, that is, becauſe you are 
Hypocrites. Now wherefoever love is not, there is 
nothing but hypocrifie infuch a mans heart. For 
what is hypocrifie? Hypocrifie is nothing but to 
cf doe the outward action without the inward finceri- 
ty ; as we fay it is counterfeit gold, when it hath the 
forme and colour of gold, but inthe inſide is bafe - 
as we fay, he is a falfe Hector, when he acts the part 
of Hector, but is not fo indeed: So hypocrifie is to 
doe the outward act without the inward ſincerity. 


Now}. 
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Hypocrifie 
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Now to doe them without inward fincerity is to doe 
them without love; for to doe a thing in love, is to 
doe it in ſincerity. And indeed there is no other de- 
finition of ſincerity, that is the beſt way to know 
it by: A man that doth much to God, and not out 
of love, all that he. doth is out of hypocriſie, hee is 
an hypocrite, and there is a woe belongs to him. So 
that as we deale with counterfeit war, wee breake 
them in pieces, or we ſet markes upon them, as wee 
doe with counterfeit pieces of gold and ſilver, wee 
` borc holes in them, as condemned pieces; io the 
Lord propoſeth a woe to ſuch as love him not, for 
in that hypocriſie conſiſts, when a man doth much, 
and doth it not out of love. J. 
Againe, he that breakes the Law, you know there |Resf. 2. 
is a curſe 1 him: Now there is a double |Hebreakes the 


keeping of the Evangelical 


aw, a ſtrict and exact keeping of it, Law. 
and there is an evangelicall keeping of it, that is, 
when you deſire and endeavour to fulfill the Law 
in all things: and accordingly there isa double 
curſe, there is a curfe that followes the breach o 
the moral law that belongs to all mankind, till 
they be in Chrift; there is befides an Evangelic all 
eurſe, that followes upon the Evangelical! breach 
of the Law. Now when a man loves not, hee 
breakes the whole Law: for as love is the keeping | 
of the whole Law, fo the want of Love is the 
reach of the whole Law, becaufe though he may 
oe many things of the Law; though he may keepe 
the Sabbath, though he may deale juftly, though 


he may heare the Word, and doe many things, yet 
| becaufe 


"5 _ what elfe: And doth it not deſerve a curſe to prefer 
„ pelfe before. the Lord That he thould love-ples- 
| fares more hdn C O De That he ‘fhodld bee the 


Real. 4, 

Becauſe he 
flights Gods 
offer. 
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becauſe it is not out of love, hee breakes the whole 
Law. When he breakesthe law thus, there is a curſe 
belongs to him, and it is the curſe of the Gofpell 
that cannot be repealed, it is more terrible than the 
curſe of the Law. And therefore he that loves not, 
is in a curſed and damnable condition. 

Againe, you know, in the law of God, an- Adulte- | 
rerought to ie. As in the law of tryall; when 
the woman was to drink the curſed water, if thee 
were an Adultreffe, it was a curfe to her,the Lord 
appointed it to be death to her: Now he that loves | 
not che LORD, isan Adulterer, that is, he. is falfe 
to the L-O R that fhould bee his husband. And 
when he loves not the Lord, hee doth love ſome- 


praife of men, more than ep he ofGOD? And 
this is the caſe of every man that loves not the Lord, 
he loves the world: and he that loves the world is 
an Adulterer and an Adultereſſe, faith S. James. 
Laſtly, when the Lord ſhall be a Suitor to us, 
when God fhalloffer his owne Sonne to us in ma- 
riage, and we refuſe him; when CHRIST thall come 
from heaven to fhew us the way to falvation, and 
to guide our feet into the way of peace, and wee 
ſhall either be careleſſe or reſiſt it, doe you not thinł 
the Lord will be filled with indignation againſt ſuch 
aman? Will he not be angry with fucha man? Is 
not the Sonne angry when he is not received? Kiffe 
the Sonne, left he be angry: Will hee not lay the Axe 
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othe roste of the tree, and cut off {uch a man, as men 
doe bryars and thornes, whofe endis damnation? 
This is the cafe ofall thoſe that love not, when they 
reject the Lord, and the Lord {hall come to bee a 
Suitor to them, and they will have none of him. 
This is enough to cleare this to you, That whoſo- 
everloves nor, is inan evill condition, in a ſtate of 
damnation: he is not in Chrift, he is a man without 
Coyenant. Wee come 0 make ſome uſe of 
: | i 
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is: . Ta 
Ifit be of fuch moment to love the Lord, then 
let every man looke to himfelfe,:and conſider whe- 
ther he have in his heart this ve to the Lord leſus; 
for as it is with men; although yeu may doe them 
many kindneſſes, yet if it proceede not from love, 
they regard it not: ſo it is with the Lord, whatſoe- 
ver you doe, though you may do much, though 
you Pray never fo conſtantly, though you ſanctiſie 
the ſabbath never fodiligently, doe what. you will, 
yet if you love him not, he regards it not: Neither 
circumciſion is, anything, nor uncircumcifion is a- 
ny thing, but love. Indeed, when a man doth love: 
him, the Lord beages: with much; as you fee he did 
with David, becaufe he was one that loved him. 
But when you love him not, performe never fo} 
much, he rejects all, he heedes it not: As you fee it 
was with Amasfish, you know how much he did, yet 
it was not accepted, hee did it not with a perfect 
heart, that is, he did it not out of love. And there- 
fore the, Lord doth with us as wee doe with men, 
when men have falſe hearts, and we fee they love us 
not. 
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6. Tryals of 
love to God. 


I. Triall of. 
love by the 
affections. 


1. By griefe. 


2. By joy. 
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in the number of thoſe that do love him. 

- Anditake heed herein that you deceive not your 
ſelves, for it is the manner of men, when we preſſe 
the love of Chriſt upon them, they are ready to ſay, 

I bope I love the L OR D, I hope I am not facha 
mifcreant as not to love him; yea, but confider 
whether thou doe or no: it ĩs true, thou maiſt de- 
ceive me or another man whenthouprofeffeth love! 


to God; butin this thou canft not deceive thy felfe; 


. 


fible and quicke affection. When a man loves any 
thing, when he loves his wife, loves hits friend loves 


for a man knowes what he loves, love is avery fen- 


his ſonne, loves his ſport, his recreation he knowes 
he loves it, he hath the fence of that love in him. 
felfe. Therefore conſider with thy ‘felfe whether 
thou haft átiy fach ftirring, affection’ towards the 
Lord Iéfiis or no; doft thon feele thy heart fo pof- 
feffed with hime Are thou. fick of love, as the 
Spoufe faith in the Canticles, I am ficke of Love? 
Fhat is, ate you grieved when he Pabfent? Are 
you glad willen you habe him?’ when’ you cam get 
into his preſen ce? For there is a kind of painefull. 
neſſe in love: and all painfullneſſe is of a quick ſenſe. 
When it was ſaid, rhe Church was ſick of love, ſick- 
neffe ix painefull: And therefore when you want the 
Lord, when there Is 2 diſtidde betweent him and 
you, when he doth not looke on you as hee was 
wont, there will be painefulneſſein it, and griefe. 
Againetherewillbc much joy and etadneffe when 
you have him. Therefore, let ir be one way to exa- 
mine your ſelves, if you feele ſuch a love towards 


him or no. him 


=e te ne — p — sm eo -m ee ee ee aie o a — —— eee — m — m ` 


| 


him,: So it is with the Lord, if you love him, cer- 
tainly you will love his company, you willlove his 
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Befides that, let me askethee if thou walke with 


che Lord, if thou converſe with him, if thou be per. 
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a Triall by 
walking with 


ha 


fect in his prefenee, if thou doe as Esoch did, walke |the 


with the Lord from day to day; as it is an argument 
of an evill man, that he walkes not with the Lord, 
that he reſtraines prayer fromthe Almighty, that is, 
that hedoth notconverfe with him: So is it a great 
argument of love, to deſire G O D S company, to 
defire to be with him, to walke with God (toufe 
that phrafe,) Vou will fay, what is that to walke 
with him? To walke with him is to obſerve the 
L O RDS dealing with you, and to obferve your 
carriage and dealing to him againe, that there may 
be continuall commerce and intercourſe every day, 
thatcontinually every houre, every moment, you 
would confider and thinke what the LO R D doth 
to you, what his carriage isto you, what paflages 
of his providence concerne you. Againe, confi- 
der what you doe tohim, what carriage there is be- 
tweene you: I fay, thisconverfing isan argument of 
love. Shall a wife profeſſe love to her husband, 
and never come where hee is, never bee within 
doores, and never be in his company? So, will you 
fay you love Chrift, and not be frequent in prayer, 
or neglect and ſleight that duty, feldome converfe 
with him, and feldome fpeake of him? When you 
lovelyour friend, you are with him much as you 
can, you love to ſpeake with him, and to fpeake of 


preſence. 
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3. Tryall, by 


the diligence 
of Love. 


Beſides, if you love the Lord, you know, love 
is a diligent thing: therefore it is called dili 
love, 1 Thef. 1. 4. Effeciuall feith, and diligem 
love: that is, when a man loves a thing, hee is dili- 
gent to obtain it, he {pares no labour, no coſt, he 
cares not what he doth ſo he may get it; much la- 
bour ſeemes little to him, many yeares ſreme a few 
dayes, he cares not what he doth, ſo hee obtaine it, 
he is diligent and laborious. Doe you take this 
paines todraw neere to G O D, toget grace, toex- 
cell in it? Are you willing to put your felvesto it, 
to deny your ſelves of your cafe, to take fome time 
from other buſineſſes, and to beftow it this way? 
are you content to put your felves toa harder taske, 
to forbeare things that are pleaſant according to 
the fleſh, to take paines for the Lord? If ae Aa 
GOD, it will make you diligent, A man will take 
paines toget the thing he loves. | 
4 Tryall. del Beſides, love is an affection that would enjoy 
fire of prefent| prefently the thing it loves, it cannot endure defer- 
enjopment of ring. And therefore whena man profeffeth hee 
lol. loves the Lord, and yet will deferre to come in, 
faying, I will ferve the Lord perfectly, but not yet, 
not till my youth be a little more over, not till 
things be thus and thus with me, then J wills ic is 
certaine thou loveft him not: for it is true of every 
affection, that which is a true and right affection, 
that which is an hearty affection, it is preſent. If a 
man deſire any thing, he would have it preſently, 
hope would bee prefently ſatisfied: and therefore 
| hope deferred is griefe, and love deferred is a great 
griefe: 


j 


ve 
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griefe: So that if you finda difpofition to put it off 
in your felves, I will doe it, but not yet; certainly 
‘you love not the Lord, It may be if you were ſure 
to die within a weeke or a month, what men would 
you be? how perfectly would you watke with 
God? how. would you have your hearts weaned 
from the world more than they be? Well, if you 
lovethe Lord, you will doe as much prefently, | 
though much of your life remaine; for love is 2 
preſent affection, it cannot indure deferring, but it 
would have full communion, and that ſpeedily and 
ea : fo is it with that affection where you 
hd it. 


Againe, if you examine your ſelves further, if, 1. Tryall of 
ae. this love in you, you may know it by this, — ad | 
ove is a thing that is well pleaſed with it felfe;as | 
we fay, Love defires no wages, that is, it carries meat 
in the mouth of it, it is wages enough toit felfe, it 
hath fweetneffe enough in it felfe, it deſires no ad- 
dition: So it is when a man loves, Love paies it 
felfe, I fay, it is its: owne wages. And therefore if 
you love the LORD, you thall know it by this; 
you ferve him, and ferve him with all your might, 
with all your ftrength, though he ſhould give you 
no wages. Iacob, às you know, ſerved for Rachel; 
the very having her was wages enough: So if you 
love the L. OR, the very enjoying of the Lord, 
the very having communion with the LOR D, the 
very having the aſſurance of his favour, that you 
might fay, My Beloved is mine, and I am my belo. 
veds: this is wages enough to a man that-loves in. 
ja | Aa 2 deed 
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deed; to fuch a man, though there were not heaven 
to follow , though there were not a prefent reward, 
nor a future, yet he would love the L O R D sand it 
he love him, there will bee a delight to ſerve him: 
and enough to him isthe LO R DS favour, as Chrift 
ſaith, It is my meat and drinke to doe my fathers will: 
that is, though thete were no other mert and drink, 
though there were no wages, yet this was as pleaf- 
ant to him as eating and drinking. Aske thine owne. 
breaſt; whether in any thing thou loveſt, if the very 
enjoying of that, though there were no other wa- 
ges ſuperadded, if that were not motive enough, 
if it were not comfort enough, and wages enough to 
cauſe you to doe it, 

But beſides all this, to name one more, If you 
love the Lord, it will make you, it will conſtraine 
you to pleaſe him, it will put ſuch neceſſity upon 
you to obey him in all things, to doe what hee re- 
quires, whatfoever is for his advantage, that you 
cannot choofe but doe it; as the Apoſtle faith, 
2 Cor. 5. The love of Chrif conftraines. us: What is 
the meaning of that? That is, I cannot chooſe but 
doe it, it makes a man doe it whether he will or no; it 
is like fire in his breaſt, he cares for no fhame, it 
makes him goe thorow thick and thin : the love of 
Chrift conftraines us. It is true, I confeſſe I may 
loſe my reputation, you may reckon mee a mad 
man, fome men doe thinke me fo ; but that is all 
one, I muft doe it, the love of CHRIST con- 
ftraines me. So that where love is, it is fuch aſtrang 

| 


impulfive in the heart, it carries one on to ferye and 


pleaſe 


pleafe the Lord in all things, that he cannot chooſe 
but doe it. As a man that is carried in a ſtrong 
ſtreame, or as one that is carried in a crowd, or as 
one that is carried in the hands of a trong man, fo a: 
man is carried wich this affection, that he cannot 
P on will fay, This is range that love fhould com- 
You will fay, This is ſtrange, that love fhouldcom- f;; 
pell, it doth nothing leſſe. . e. 

It ĩs true, you mutt know when the A poſtle faith, ¶Anſu. 
The love of Chrift conſtraines mee, it is a Metonymic a0 love is 
from the effect, that is, love makes me to do it in that gane n- 

manner as a man that is compelled, that is the mea- 
ning of it. So it hath the fame effect that compulſi- 
an hath, though there be nothing more different 
from compulfion than love. And therefore know 
that of love, that it is fuch a-change as drawes on 
to ferve the Lord out ‘of an inward attractive. | 
Thence I take that note of love, fucha thing as puts 
it on, fuch a thing as rifeth from an inmard inclina- 
tion of the mind; from an inward principle, fo that 
there is no other ſpurre, no other attractive, but the 

amiableneſſe of the object. 
| Now when a man ſhall find this in himſelfe, 
that he hath all theſe, hee findes that hee hath fuch 
E ſenſible love, that he knowes hee loves the Lord 
leſus: Againe he findes an earneſt deſire to bee in 
company with him, to walke with the Lord from 
day to day: Againe, he is exceeding laborious and 
diligent to get this love, to get this aſſurance of fa- 
vour, and to excell in that grace, without which hec 
knowes, he cannot pleaſe him: Againe, when the af- 
Aa 3 fection 
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fection is prefent, yomwould have communion with 
the Lord, and you would not have it deferred : A- 
gaine, when a man fhall be well pleafed with that he 
doth, it is enough that he hath the LO R D himſelf, 
thoughthere were no other wages : And when he 
finds fuch a ſtrong impulſive in him, in his own heart, 
I | that carries him on to ferve the Lord, that he cannot 

“| chufe but doe it; when you love the Lord: And if 
you love the Lord, you are in Chrift. 

But iftheſe things be not in you, you doe not love 
bim: and then, what is your condition? You know 
| what the Apoſtle faith, He that loves not, let him be 
| aceur[ed, let him be bad in exetratien to the death, 1 
thould proſecute it further, and ſhew the reafons why 
we fhould love the Lord, as there is great 

seafon: Butthat I muft deferre 
till the after-noon. } 
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For inJefus Chrift neither circumcifion availeth any] 
thing, nor #hcircumcifon, but Faith which worketh| 
by Loves O | i 
12 r HE laft triall of our love to Chrift: 


x, IPAG ] * E 
Ts ei {i| was its conftraining vertue. Love 
Wray. | will conſtrain youto ferve him, you 
cannot choofe but do it, it ſo con- 


an inward principle, from a bottome of its own, when 
it is carried on with no other motive but the amiable- 
neſſe ofthe object. 
Now to conclude this, we muft beſeech you to 

3 ꝗaa 4 conſi- 
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Anethortati- conſider your owne condition, and examine your 
onto fearch if | {elves by thefe rules, that you may be able to fay 1s 
y "clove Chile! S. peter aid, Lord thon knoweft I love thee: that is, 
to have fuch an affurance, that your hearts may bee 
well affected towards Chrift Ieſus, that you may 
love him, that you may be ableto fay to God, who 
knowes Our hearts, ſearcheth our reines; that 
knowesallcthe windings and turnings of our foules, 
LORD thou knoweft that I love thee: Since itis 
amatter of fuch moment, we fhould be carefull to 
examine, if we find that we have not yet this love: 
for we muft know, that all that we have, all that we 
doe, it will nothing availe us, but faith which wor- 


Quit, leib by love. And if you object, Why doe youpreach 

damnation to us? doe you tell us we are in an evill 

4 2 11 condition for want of this love? I anſwer, It is pro- 
t is p 


fitable for you, while you are in ſuch a condition 
to have it preached, it is good for you to ſpeake this 
damnation to your ſelves, that while yet there is 
hope, you may ſeeke to be healed, thatyoumay be 
tranſlated into another condition, that you may not 
perifh in the evill day; when there fhall be neither 
hope nor helpe for you. For you muit know, that 
when wee deliver you thefeé fignes of examining 
your felves, our end is not to grieve you, this do. 
- | @rine tends not to deſtruction, but to diſcover to 

you your owne hearts, that you may. know 8 
owne condition, that if you want it, you may ſeeke 
after it. If therefore you find a want of this love, 
that we will doe next, fhall be to thew you what 
reafon you have to love the Lord Ieſus: for there is 


to preach dan. 
nation to men 


out of Chrift. 


si 


| no better way to get it in you, than to deſcribe him 
to you, to fhew you what cauſe there is ofloving 
him: if we were able to preſent him to you as he is, 
wee fhould effect this thing, but that muf. be the 
worke of the holy Ghoft; notwithftanding we will (7: ba 
briefly open to you fuch reafons as we find uled in l 
the Scriptures, "E a, 
And firſt, let this move you to love him, that he 
is worthy to be loved, as David {peakes, Pſal. 18. |He isworchy. 
3. The Lord is worthy to be prayfed: fo we may fay, C our love. 
the Lord is worthy to be loved: for what is it that 
makes any thing. worthy of love: it is the excellen. 
cy that we find there. Nowin the Lord there is all 
kind of excellency: whatfoever there is that is ami- 
able under the. Sunne, all tat you hall find in him 
more abundantly: If ever you fee any thing in any 
creature, any thing amiable in man, if ever you faw 
any beauty, any vertue, any excellency, all theſe 
muft be mose abundant in him that made thefe 
creatures. And therefore if you have 2 love, as 
there is no man without ſome love or other, ſome 
creature feems beautifull to you, thinke with your 
ſelves, this is more in the Lord, Ifeveryoufee ex- 
cellencie in any man, if ever you fee any nobleneffe, 
any holineſſe, any excellencie of diſpoſition, know 
that it is more abundantly in the Lord Iefus: Let 
theſe Rivers lead you to that Ocean, to that abun- 
dance of excellencie that is in the Lord. And if you 
love any creature, let it be with a little love, let your 
affection be proportionable to the object, as it ex- 
ceeds in the Lord, ſo let your love exceed towards 


lI excellency 
n God. 


him 


34 | Of Love. 


him, to leve him with all your foule, and all your 
ſtrength. And know this, that he hath not onely 
that in anomnipotent manner, that is but {prinkled 
among the creatures, (they have but a ſparke, but a 
drop of it; )but alſo there is this in the LO R D, that 
there is nothing in him but that which is amiable. 
ImperfeGion | Every creature hath fome imperfection in ir, there 
rue Y is ſomewhat in it may caule averfation in you, there 
is no man but hath ſome weakeneffe,buc hath fome 
infirmitie, there is no creature bucit hath fome 
want, fome de fect in its but in the Lord there is no 


y profitable thing for us inthis cafe 
oftento thinke on the Lord Tefus, to preſent him to 
our felves to our thoughts, as the Spoufe doth, 
Cant. . ſne conſiders her Welbeloved is the faireſt 
ten thonſaud: {o wee fhould behold the perſon of our 
husband. You know it is but a harlotry love to 
confider what we have by our Hasband,to conſider 

what riches he brings, what honour, and not often 

to comemplate upon his perſon, and upon his ver- 

tue and excellencie: wee fhould learne to doe this 

with the Lord, that we may love him. Therefore 

that we may helpe yon a little in this cohtemplati- 

on, we will fhew you how the Lord hath defcribed 

Exod3¢6- | himfelfe:Exod. 34.6. when the LOR D defcribes 
* himſelfe to Moſes; thus he declares his owne name, 
The Lord Ichovah, ſtrong, werrifall, gracious, long - 

! (uf ering, abundant, in naa, e and in truth, refer- 


vin 
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| uing mercies for thoulands; forgiving iniquity tranf- 
greſſien and finne, ore. We will a little open unto you - 
this defcription that the Lord gives us of himfelfe, 
that fo you may learne to know what he is; for the h&w we leve 
way to love the Lord, is to know him: and indeed |notthe Lord. 
therefore we love him not, becauſe wee know him k 
not: there is no other realan, why in heaven, when 
we ſhall come to be preſent with him, we fhall love 
him fo abundantly, bur becaufe we ſhall know him 
Jace to face; that is the reafon the Angels and the 
Saints Jove moft: And of every man àmongſt the 
Saints, he that knowes moft, loves moſt. Therefore rh. excellen- 
it fhould be your labour to know the Lord. But to {cies of God in 
open, as I ſay, this defcription unto you. Exod.3.4. 
Firſt, heis ebævab, that is, he is a conſtant friend | JEHOVAH; 
to whomloever he is a friend, he is alway the fame; 
for that is another name, by which the Lord de. 
ſcribes himſelfe to 2 when hee ſends him to 
Egypt, 7 am that I am, {ath he, and ſay, I am, hath 
ent me: I take this word, that it comes from the 
fame root, Ielovab is deſcribed by that 7 am, and 
by that it is beſt underſtood, when the Lord calls 
himſelfe 7 am: whereas every man may fay, I was, 
and I fhall be, this every creature may fay; but the 
Lord faith, J ans: that is, whatfoever the Lord was 
from eternity, the fame he is to ¢ternitic, there is no 
change in him: And that is a great excellency in 
him that may move us exceedingly to love him, 
You know when we meet with a friend that is con- 
ftant, that hath no alteration in him, that is a fure 


friend, have him once and have him for ever, it fets 
an 
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an higher price on him. When wee can confideri 


God a con- 
ftant friend. 
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what the Lord is, that hee hath deale thus and thus: 
with us, that he hath loved us; and when wee conſi. 
der hee is conftant in ir, that hee imbraceth them 
with the fure mercies of David, as they are called, 
that is, his compaß ions faile not, but when hee hath: 
once begun to love, he loves for ever; itis not fo 
with men, if they love us at one time, they forget 
us againe, as the Butler forgot Ieſepb; when they 
are in 17 perity they forget us, but the Lord knowes 
us in all our conditions; Thos heft known my foule is 
adverſitie. When we are in a ſtrait, friends oft. times 
are backward to help us, but the Lord in ſuch an 
exigent, he is the fame; he appeares in the Mount 
whenthere is no help in man ; marke then his con- 
ſtancy, that he is alway the ſame to us, that his 
mercies are ſute, for they are called the ſure mer- 
cies of David. He ſnewed mercies to ga too, but 
they were another kind of mercies; Saul was not 
one he had choſen to himſelf, and there fore his mer! 
cies continued not, for indeed he never loved Saul 
with that unchange able love: But when he loves a 
man as he loved Devid, his mercies are fure as they 
were to David. David was ready to ſtep aſide of- 
ten as well as San; he let Saul goe, but hee carried: 
David along: they were fure mercies, and fuch hee 


| fhewes to all thofe that he hath begun to love. ane 


. Almighrye 


is the firt, Tam, or Iehovah, 3 
Secondly, he és ſtrong; Ichovah, ſtrong, wercifull 
and gracious, &c. that is, Almighiie. What is the 
meaning of that, that he is Almighty ? The mea- 
ning 
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ning of itisthis, thatthe Lord hath all che excel- 

lencies ? thofe which we call 9 and vertues, |. 
and qualities in men, all thefe abound in the Lord, | 

for what ſetves any vertue for, or any qualities that 

you have, butto enable you to doe fomething? If 
a man hath any {cience or art, that is but to enable 

him to doe that which withoutit he cannot doe: if. 

a.man hath the art of Arithmetick, hee is able sto a. 
number, or if he hath the art of Logicke, he is a: 

ble to difpute: come to all morall vertues, What is 

te mperance, but that which. enables us to doe fuch. 

and fuch chings upon ſuch and fuch. ocegſions ? 

What is patience, but that which enableth usto en- 

dure afflictions? So all that is excellent in man, all 

thoſe amiable, thofe beautifull qualities where with 

the fonle is adorned, are but fo farre. goodasthey | | 
enable a man to doe this or that. Now when the Almighty - 
Lord is faid to be almighty, the meaning is, he hath | "hat. 
allexcellencie in him, and he hath it in the higheſt 

degree, forin this ſenſr G O Dis able to doe more 

than any man, in regard of excellencie; whatfoever. 

aman is able to doe, yqu know how. infinitely the 

Lord hath it beyond him, he isableto doe fo much 

more, as he is beyond any man; For that power, 

that attribute, that qualitie that is inaman, it is nora 

quality in him, he hath it beyond any man; Apaine,| | 
when a man is able to doe. qne thing, yęt he is not The creature | 
able to doe another; one creature is able to dog this, | <n doe hüt 
another that: But the Lord is Almighty, therefore) r 
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on, he is Jebovab, nd he is A'migh-y. 
But now when you heare thar he Lord ts hus con. 
| fant, and thus exceeding in excellency, 2 man wil 
i be ready to fay, whaz is this to me? I am a finfull 
man, there is nothing in me bet that which may turn 
away the Lord from mee, and cauſe him to abhor 


1 

t 

H 
— i. 

| 


Olject. 


Me. 
Anſo. Well, faith he, to comfort you, know that I am 
3. Mercifull. . gyercifull, exceeding pittifull, exceeding ready to 
' forgive ; though your finnes bee exceeding many, 
though they be exceeding great, yet the Lord he is 
mercifull, he is ready to Eib all your infirmities. 
And that is another of his excellencies. You know 
wec reckon it a very amiable thing in a man when 
None f» ready we fee him pitifull. Thisdorh more abound in the 
8 Lord, than in any creature, there is no mam in the 
world ſo ready to forgive as GO D. If he were not 
God, if he were as man, my brethren, could he beare 
with us as he doth ¢ Let us doe to a man injuries and 
injuries, againe and againe, and never give over, 


what man can bearę it? doth he nor in thè end with- 
draw himfelfe, and will no more bee reconciled ? 
But it is not ſo with the Lord, when wee have done 
all, Yet returne to mee faith the Lord, Jer. 3. 2. Well 
but if wë have ſuch fitmes in us, fuppoſe the Lord be 
mereiſull and reidy to forgive, but yet thete is no 
. al eile in us, wee have nothing in us Why hee 
„uu thould'tegard ys, and why he fhoald looke after us: 
'qGraious, | To'that it isahfwéred, the L O R D is gracious, that 
3 BARonphthetebe ng worth found in q bu, yet he is 
| riprodott good: as grace your know I pro: 
| i. | 3 per 
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per toa Prince or a great man, that is ſaid to be gra- 
cious to his ſubject, or to one that is very inferiour; 

cauſe he can doe nothing to deferve it, it is called . 
grace. For grace, yon know, is nothing but tree- Te be gracious 
neſſe, and to bee gracious is to doe things free! - 
when there is no motive, no wages, when there is 
nothing to winne him, butof face grace hee doth it. 

So the Lord doth what heę dorh of his free grace, 
hee hath mercy on whom hee will have mercy, that is, 
when all men did ftand befote him alike, though 
there were nothing, hen there was.no cauſe why 
the Lord fhould regard ong more’ than another, yet 
Hee will have mercy on whom bee will have mercy, that 
is, he is gracious, ‘his Bug bee nothing in us to 
wiane that love at his hand Well, but yet we may 
be ready to object, It is true, the Lord hath beene 
thus to me, he hath · been very mercifull to forgive 
me my ſinnes, he hach beene very gracious to me to 
ſhew me favour when I never deſerved it, but after 
I was put intofech a condition, I provoked him to 
anger by relaꝑſing into finne againe and againes after 
I have been in a good eftate, I have broken the cove- 
nant with him, I continued not in that good eftate 
that out ofhis mercy he hath put me into. 

To this he anſwers, Hee is loug-fuffering, that is, 
though you provoke him out of meaſure, though 
you have done it againe and againe, hee continues 
patient, you cannot weary him out, but bis mercie 
endures for ever: you know that if there were an 
end of hismercy, that, on your finning, hee fhould 
give over to be mercifull, his mercy did -not endure 

or 
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for ever; therefore it is faid, Hee is long- ſuffering. 
becauſe though your ſinnes be often repeated, yet 
the Lord as often repeates his mercy, therefore 
there is a multitude of mercies in him, as there isa 
multitude of finnes in you, there is a ſpring of mer- 
cy in him, that is renewed every day, hee opens a 
{pring for Indah, and Jeruſalem to wajh in- it is not 
a eiſterne but a (pring, that is renewed as much as 
your ſinnes, that as you are defiled daily, fo the 
Lords mercy is renewed to wath away thoſe ſinnes; 
he is long-fuffering. But befides all this, hee | 
yet one ſtep further; he is ebundant in kindue(fe andj. 
in trath: that is, if you would know the Lord yet 
further, whereas you may think Hee « 4 terrible 
God, becaufe of his gre@ Majeftie, and power, and 
therefore that thofe difhearten you; as wherefoever 
you find terribleneſſe, that ( yu know) puts off, it 
is contrary to love: and therefore the Lord,to win 
us the more, tels uss that though he bee fo great a 
God as he is, yet he is abundant in tindueſſ e, that is, 
Hee is exceeding ready to beare with us, that looke 
what you find in a kind Huſband, ina kind Father, 
or in a kind friend, that you fhall find in the Lord, 
he is exceeding kind to you, he is not harſn, he is 
not ſtiffe, he is not ready to obſerve all that you doe 
amiſſe: if you will aske any thing at his hands, if 
you want it, (as therein kindneſſe doth conſiſt) hee 
is ready to doe it, Whatfoever it is; he is a Ged bea- 
ring prayer, he faith whatſoever you aske at his 
hands, he will doe it,can you have a greater kind- 
neſſe than this? If kindneſſe be an attractive to wi 
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laye, he is kind and he is abundant in it. If you will 

not beleeve this aſſertion, this affirmation, this de- 

{cription of himſelfe, he tels you he hath promi- 

ſed, and hee will be as good as his word, hee is 
abundant in truth, that is, as if hefhould fay; I am, 4) inden 
not onely of fuch a nature and diſpoſitionas I have | in truth. 
deſcribed my felfe to be, but beſides this, I am en ( 
gaged to you, you have many promifes I have 

made you, Ihave ſworne I will doe thus and thus. 
Therefore I will adde this to this diſpoſition, I ans 

abundant in truth, that is, you fhall find me as good 

as my word; and hot fo only: but I will be better 

han my word: I um abundant in truth, that is, his 
1 exceed, they runne over, whatfoever * 
he hath ſaid, he will ſurely doe it. Confider this, 

canstder how many precious promifes you have, 
conſider what the Lord hath faid hee will doe for 
you, how fuli the Scripture is of promifes every 
where; remember this, the Lord is abundant in 
truth, he will doe ther and. over-doe them, hee will 
fulfill. every word that he hath faid. And that hee | 
thay give you a proofe’ of it, he addes, thet Hee re- ¢ Referving 
Serves mercie for thoufands, that fhewes heis abun. | mercyifor ; 
| dant in kindneſſe and in truh: as if hee fhould fay, | 494". 
when any of you doe me fervice, when you are 

faithful asistbrahaw my: fervant was, Iam bound 

no more but to reward your ſelves; but I am abun. 

dant in mercy and forgiveneſſe, referving mercy 

for thouſands: The LOR D cannot content him- 

felfe. to doe good to a mans owne perfon, but to his 

children, to his generation. As David when hce 
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poſterity, when his love was abundant-fothe Lord 
referves mercy for thoufands. | * 
Laftly, becauſe the objection Rill comes in, 
when you have fucha deſcription of the Lord, I, 
but my finnes are ſtill repeated; he addes in the con- 
clufion, he is a G O D ſtill forgiving iniqaity, tranf- 


iniquity tranf- ęgreſſion and ſinne. Why are thoſe three words put 


in? That you may know that he forgives ſinnes of 
all forts; for every man is ready to find fome pecu. 
liarity in his finnes, he thinks ſuch and fuch finnes 
cannot be forgiven, fanes that I have committed 
thus and thus: Nay, faith the L OR D, what finnes 
ſeever they are, of what nature foever, he forgives 
iniquity, he forgives naturall corruption, hee for- 
gives leſſe infirmites, hee 147 greater rebelli- 
ons; and he is ſtill doing it, for fo. the word fignifi- 
eth, he is ſtill and Rill forgiving iniquitie, tranfgref- 
ſion and ſinne. So we have fhewed you what the 
LORD is, that you may learne to know him: 
therefore we will conclude this firſt, and fay. to. you 
as the Spouſe faith, Cant. 5. Such a one is the Lord, 
and fuch a one is our welbeloved, oh yon daughters 
Jeruſalem, that is, le is wholly delectable, if we were 
able to fhew him to yon, it muft be your labour to 
confider him, that you may learn to know him, 
and to love him. | l 

_ Secondly, when you know this and confider 
what the Zord is,and what excellency isin him, 
conſider in the next place the greatneſſe of the Lord, 
and know that this great God is a ſuitor to you for 


| your: 


Of Love: 
your love, that is, he chat makes towards you. Ifa 
great King or if your potent neighbour ihould. fue 
to you for love, would not that move you? ‘You 
know the weaker fhould feek to the ſtronger, men 
af meaner condition fhould feeke to him of higher 
place; when the great God beſeecheth us to be re- 
conciled to him, when hee deſires to beat peace 
with us, and to be friends with us, I fay, the great- 
neſſe of God is a great argument to move us to love 
him: as you have that Dea, 10.7. When the Lord 
reaſons there with the people to perſwade them to 


| filerds, mightie and terrible:as if he ſnould fay, This 
great G O D hath done all this for thee; and this he 
requires at thy hands, that thou fhouldeft love him: 
when he fhall defire but this, refufe it not. If one 
that we contemne, one that is beneath us, ſnould 
lecke our love, we are not fo ready to returne love 
againe; for we fay he is below. But when we con- 
ſider God in his Majeſtie and greatneſſe, that hee 
ſhould ſeeke to be reconciled to us, that fhould move 
us, that fhould win our hearts to him. „ 
Beſides, conſider what the Lord might have re- 
quired of yous you kaow you are his creatures, 
you know what a diſtance there is between the 
Lord and you; if he had put you on a harder taske, 
you ought to have done it; if he had faid to us, You 
| {hall offer your children to me in facrifice, you ſhall 
give your owne bodies to be burned, you fhall bee 
my flaves, who ceuld have faid any thing to that? 
| for he is the Lord, the ine : O D, our Soveraigne 
2 


Creatour: 


6 — oo . EP ne emir rege we FTF 


love bim, faith. he, Pam the God of gods, the Lord! 
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Crea:our: But now when the Lord comes and askes 
Ino more at our hands but this, You tball love mer, | 
will you deny it him? This is effectually u:ged ' 
in the fame Chapter, Dest. 19. 14. where Mofes. 
(marke the manner ot urging it) had defcribed to 
them what the Lord had done for them, that he had 
brought them inte that goed land. &c. Aud mow faih 
he, What doth the Lord require ofthee for allthis la 
onely this, that thou levethe Lord thy God: As if he 
fhould fay, the Lord might aske much moze at thy | 

hands; if he had, thou hadft no reaſon to deny it: 
but all that he requires is that thou love him: and 
v ilt thou deny this unto him? @ 

Nine. Beſides, conſider who it is that hath planted this) 
Godbat hplan love in thy heart, is it not the Lord that gives thee | 
ted love in - this very affc&ion? And when hee cals for this | 
u ſceibh ene love againe atthy hand, doth he call for more than 

his owne? Shall he not gather the grapes of his 
owne Vineyard? and fhall he not eat the fruit of 
his owne, Orchard? Hath not he plantedin us theſe 
affections? and ought they not to be returned to 
him, to ferve him, and to pitch on him? 

Metive. Beſides, confider you are engaged to love the 
We are inga-| L OR D, and that fhould be a great motive to us: 
ted to him. in Jeſb. 24. 12. Tos are witnelfes that you have choſen the 

Lordthis day to ferve him: And they faid, wee ave 
witneffes: that is Iofhuas ſpeech to che peoples As 
if hee fhould fay to them, You are not now to 
choofe, you are now engaged, you cannot goe 
backe, you have poſſeſſed, you have choſen the 
Lord to ferve him, therefore you are witneſſes a- 
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pennt your ſelves. So I may fay,ta every man that 
carcs me, you are engaged to love the Lord: Why? 


Becauſe you have chofen him for. your husband, 
you are Baptized in his name, you have taken him 
for your Mafter, and for your Father, therefore he 
may challenge it at your hands as right, for kee is 
your Fathers and where w his honor shen? Hee is 
your Mafler, and where u bis fee then? That is, 
you are engaged, he may challenge it judy, you 


are his, hee hath bought you, yea he hath. over- 


bought you, he hath paid a price more worth than 
we, he hath bought us with. his blood: Aud. what 
bach he bought us for, but to be his, that is, to love 
him? Therefore when we lov¢him not, wee robbe 


is treacherie and injuſtice in us. As you know, it is 
one thing in a woman that is free from her husband 
to neglect a man that is a friend, but when ſhee hath 
engaged ber ſelf, and the match is made, now it is 
adultery. So every ons of us that loves not the 
Lord, ſinnes the more, becauſe he is engaged to him: 


Dent. 32. 13. Thos forfookef the firong God of thy | 


falvastion, thou forfakeft him to whom thou art en- 
paged, he is the trong G O D of thy ſalvation, hee 

ath. done thus and thus for thee: : Therefore con- 
fider this, for ſeeing you have fuch an affeſtion as 
love is, you. muft beftow it ſome - where, ſome what 
you muſt love:and you muſt know againe it is the 
beft thing you have to beſtow, forthat commands 
all in yous and where will you beftow it? Can you 
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GO D of our ſelves, wee doe an unnaturall thing, it 3 


Love is the} 


find any creature upon whom to beftow it rather gen hint ina. 


than the Lord: Will you beftow it upon any man? 
the LO R Dexceeds them, as David faith, Whe a- 
| mong shegods is like thee? That is, take the mof 
excellem among them, that therefore are reckoned 
as gods, yet who among them islike unto. thee? or 
whom will you beftow your Jove: upon, your 
| wealth, or your pleaſures, or your phantaſirsæ You 
muſt thinke the L OR D will take this exceeding e- 
vill at your hands, that you ſnould beftow · this affe- 
Qion elſe- Where, than on him whom you areenga- 
ged unto, to whom you are bound · ſo much, who 

hath done ſo much for you. * * | 
But that which moves us moft is particulars. Ifa 
c Motive. man confider what the Lord hath done for him in 
Whar the particular, remember what paſſages hath beene be. 
dene ſor u. kwerne the Lord and you, from the beginning of 
your youth: Jer. 2. Neither faid * where is the 
Lord, that brought you ont of the lend of Egypt, 
through the wilderneſſe: I remember thee from the 
land of Egypt, & c. Thatis, leta man confider Gods 
particular dealing with him; for when the Lord 
| would ftirre up David, and melt his heart, and bring 
| it toakindly forrow for his finnes, hee. takes that 
courfes 2. Sam. 12. 7. It is Nathans ſpeech to him; 
faith he, Did sot the Lord doe thus and thus? Did he 
not make thee King of Iudab and Ifrael? Did not bee 
give thy Maſters Wives and thy Mafters honfes into 
thy befomer And if that had not beene enough, he 
would have done thus and thus. So let every man 
recount the particular kindneſſes, and mercies hee 
hath received from the Lord; and when wee conſi- 


der 
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der, that it is he that doth all, that it is he that feeds 
us, that it is he that clothes us, we have not a nights 

ſleepe but he gives it to us, wee have not a bleſſing 

but it comes from his hand, there is not a judgmenc 

that we efcape, but it is through his providence: I 

fay, the conſideration of theſe particulars fhould 

be as ſo many ſparkes to breed in us a flame of love 
towards the Lord, to thinke wich your felves when 
you have done all, how unreaſonable a thing it is, 
how unequall a thing that you fhould forget this 
God, that you fhould never thinke on him, that you 
fhould not love him, he that hath done thus much 
for you. 

And laſt of all, confider that the Lord loves you, 
for that is the greateſt motive to winne us to love 
him; for as the fire begets fire, fo love begets love. 
This was the cauſe that S. Pes! loved the Lord. 
Gal, a. a0. He that loved me and gaue himfelfe for me, 
faith he; I will not live any more to my felfe, but 
to him;he hath loved me, and gave himfelfe for 
me; he hath loved me, and there was that teftimo- |. | 
nie of his love, he gave himfelfe.I fay, confider. 
this love of the Lord, and let this beget in you a re- 
ciprocall affection towards him: Put all together, 
and confider, the Lord is worthy to bee beloved, 
and he that is ſo great ſues to you for your love, 
that he that is God, that planted that love in your 
hearts, and therefore he doth but call for his owne, 
that he that hath done fo many kindneffes, that 
you are ſo engaged to him, that you are now bound 
unto, you are not now to —_ at the leaſt come 

4 to 


7. Motive. 
The Lord 
loves us. 
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to this, to fay he is worthy to be be loved, bring your 
hearts to this, to deſire to love him. 


Object. You will fay, We may defire lang enough, but 
how thall we be able to doe it ? | 

Auſw. Iwill tell you in a word, and ſo conclude. Firſt, 

Meanes e4 c| you mult pray for it, it is a lovely ſute, when wee 

Gd. come to the Lord and tell him, that we defire to love 

1. Prayer. him, that we would faine doe it if wee could, and 
beſeech him not to deny us that requeſt, that wee 
know is according to his will: doe you think that 
the Lord will refufe you inthat caſe, eſpecially if you 

beg it importunately at his hands? i 
object. But if you object and fay, We have prayed and 
Anfw. | have not obtained it; Know, that to love the Lord isa 
N precious thing, and therefore the Apoſtle reckom it 

ſo. 3 : 

You will fay, how doth this prayer doe it? I fay 
object. ¶ that it doth it partly by obtaining at G O D Shands: 
40 w: 4, for when you cry earneſtly, hee cannot deny you. 

rayer wor 


love g.wayes, But as hee did with the lame and the blinde when 
1. It obtaines it] they were importunate, hee never neglected any, 

but healed them. When you cry to the LORD 
and fay, I would faine love thee, but I cannot, will 
he not beas willing to hea'e thy foule, to give thee 
legpes to runne after him, and eyes to fee him, as he 
wasto heale the lame and the blind? certainly hee 
will not deny thee. . 

But befides that, Prayer doth it, becaufe it brings 
us toconverfe, and to have Communion with him; 
by Prayer we are familiar with God, by that meanes 
love growes between us: as you know when you 


converfe 
— ee 


z. It brings us 
to communion 
with God 
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rit to beget love. It is true, faith comes by heaving, 
and hearing begets faith į’ itis done ltkewile: by oha 
Spirit: but love is more peculiurſy than other gru- 
ces, the gift of the holy Ghoſt. And theref 

2. Thef. 4. faith the Apoftle, Yos aretanghtéf God to 


which he faith of love tothe brethrett; we may fay 
of the love of GOD; the LOR D hath put love 
ſinto man, man loves many times, and knowes not 


ove, and yet he cantist, berzuſe it is a peculiar. gif 
tit | | H 


love one another: That is, it is ſuch a ming as GOD 
eacheth, or elfe out teaching will never dee it: Hat 


why: many times he huch · reaſoa that Hee fhould 
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4. Prayer exer- 
ciſeth love. 


Aueſt. 


The reaſon is, berauſe love in a ſpeciull man- Aiſo. 
ner, isa gift of the Spirit, a fruit of the hoſy Ghoſt; pecullar eit of 
and it ts true, it muft be a peculiar work of the Spi- che holy Ghot 


Love a moſt 


ene. 
\ 
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of GOD. That naturall affection for a man to love 


his children, all the World cannot doe it, all the ar- 

uments in the World cannot perſwade a man: for 
if arguments could doe it, we might perſwade o- 
thers to doe fo 5 but none can love fo as the father 
doth his childe: and why? But becauſe the Lord 


workes that in men. Sothe love of GO Dis apecu- 


liar work of the holy Ghoſt, none are able to love 
Jefus, but he in whom the LOR D hath wrought | 
it, in whom the holy Ghoft hath. planted this. affe- 
é&ion: Therefore the way to get it is garneſtly to 
pray, to acknowledge the power of the. holy Ghoft, 
togecto him and fiy,L ORD, I am not able to 
doe it: this acknowledgement of the power of the 
holy Ghoft is the way to prevaile. Befides, you 
know the power of God is fo tranſcendent beyond 
the pitch of our nature, that.except the holy. Ghoſt 
worke more than nature, we fhail never be brought 
together in agreeableneſſe and ſutableneſſe; we are | 
no more able tolove the Lord; than cold water is a- | 
ble to heat it felfe : there muſt befomewhat to breed 
heat in the water; fo the holy Ghoft muft breed that 
fire of love in us, it muft be kindled trom heaven, or 
elfe we thall never have it. 
Secondly, another ſpeciall meanes to enable you | 
to love the Lord, is to conſider your owne conditi- ' 
on, to confider your finnes, what you are, what hearts 
you have, and what lives you have led. 
You will ſay, how doth this beget love? | 
Tes, chis is a great meanes : Mary loved much, 
becauſe much was forgiven her, that is, Mery Mag. 
) | len 
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dal en had great ſenſe of her finnes, the Lord had Hi | 
pened her eyes to fee what aone fhee had: beene, 
what finnes fhe-had: committed: And becauſe thea! 

had that ſenſe of her finnes ; her eyes were open io 

fee her own vileneſſe: hence it is that he faith, /hee 

loved much. For when we are humble ‘and poore in 

Spirit, when we are lierle in our:owne eyes, then 

the Lord will come:and thew merċy on us; when 

a man fhall fee his fine, and ſhall think with hime 

felt, Jam morthy to bee deffroyed, I can expect no- 

thing but death, then the Lord:fhall come ſuddenly, 

as it were, and ſhalltell us, you ‘fhall live; and thall 

reconcile himſelfe to us: this will command love 

We fhall never receive the. Goſpell ſo as to love 
CHRIST, til! wee come to povertieof Spisit; till N C 
we bethus humbled: s ia the firſt of Luke, it is the | ill we be poor 
ſpeech of Mary, My [enle doth magnifie: ibe Lend: in ſpirit. 
and why ? becaule bee bad refa to the poore eſtate | 

of bis han maden. When the was little in her own 

eyes, and made no account of her felfe, and thought . 
not her ſelf worthy to be loołed after; the LORD * 
comes and takes her, and vouchſafes her ſuch an 

honour as to eauſe his own Sonne to be borne. ot 

her: now ſhe could not hold, but that. was it that 

enflamed her heart with love to the L ORD, M 

faule doth magnifie the Lara, becauſe bee had reſpe 

to the poore efate of bis lau. aid: So we ſee in Da- 

vid, you never finda greater expreſſion of love in 

David, than at that time when he was moft hum. | 
bled: when the Prophet came to him, and told him 

vrhat the L O R D would doe for him, that he per 

nil 
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build him an houſe, David begins to confider what 


he was: what is David, faith he? What am I; o) 
what is my fathers’ bouſee That is, I am but a poore 
miferable man, I am but thus. borne, what have I 
done that the Lord fhould reſpect me fo farre? It 
David had not beene ſo little and fo vile in his own 
eyes, thole great mercies had never fo: wrought in 
his heart.. And therefore, Ifay;: the way to make 
us abundant in love, is to conſider our fiones, to bee 
humbled, to conſider what we are, and to conceive 
from thence. the kindneſſe of the Lord: you know 
how it affected Sail, when he came into the hands 
of David, that he had power to kill him;he confi- 
-~ |dered what he had done to.Devid,how he had car- 
tied himfelfe to him, and he faw: Davids kindneſſe 
t againe to him, ( unceprcted and undeferved it was) 
I bet it molted in his heart, ir diſſ ed him into teares, 
So the love of the Lord, when e conſider how we 
have behaved our felves to him, and yer hee hath 
offered us peace, and yet hee faith, Nerurne and I 
lf forgive yquz J fay, tis: ſhould wolke on the 
hardeſt Heart: And therefore conſider yonr finnes, 
it is not enough to fay, I am a ſinner, perhaps you 
are ready to doe:ſo- But come to particular ſinnes, 
confider wherein: you have offended the LORD, 
fay vou have dobe thus: and thus, ds S. Paul reaſons 
with himſelfe, J was 4 blaſp hemer, I was a perfecne 
tor, an qpreſſar, amd yet the Lord had mercy on mes: 
fo be ready to fay, I have committed. fuch and ſuch 
finnes, it may be uncleanneffe, it may bee Sabbath. | 
breaking and ſwearing, & c. yet the Lord hath been 
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mercifull or willing to receive me to mercy:as that 
place, Ier. 3 4. Hf amans wife play the harlot, will bee 
eturne to bar? No, he will put her away, and give 
her a Bill of Divorcements but you bave done is, 
and done it oft, and wäh many levers; and yet re- 
turne againe to me, faith the Lord: So I fay, when 
Chrift thall come ta you, when you have committed 
luch and fuch finnes, and the Lord fhallfay to you, 
— you have done this, though you have done 
it often, yet returne againe to me, and I will receive 
you to mercy: I fay, this fhould melt our hearts, 
d cauſeus to love the Lora. 

I ſhould come to the Third, that is, To befeech 
he Lordte fhew hu omne felfe to you, for indeed you 
fhall never come to love him, till the Lord thew 
himſelfe to you. It is one ching when wee preach. 


fhewes himfelfe: For as the Sunne is not feene but 
by his owne light; there is no way inthe world fo 
fee the Sunne, all the Candles, all the Torches can- 
not doe it, except the Sunne thew it felfe: So I fay 


they fhould ſpeake with the tongues of Angels, 
they were not able to thew the Lord Chrift Ieſus 
what he is: But if the Lord thew his owne felfe to 
you, if he open the eloud and fhew you his glory, 

d the light of his countenance, then you ſhall 
know the Lord after another manner than we can 
hew him to you, with another knowledge more ef- 
ectually: And when you have feene him thus, you 
fhall love him, without this you fhall nat love re 

n 
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him to you, and it is another when the LOR D|- 


of the Lord, allthe Preachersinthe world, though. 


J. Meanés to 
beſeech the 
Lord to thew 
himfelfe tous, 
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And therefore pray the Lord to fhew himſelfe to 
you, as it was Mofes prayer, Exed. 33.Shew wee | 
thy glory. What is that? That is, Lord fhew mee thy 
excellency which is exceeding glorious: Lou muſt 


| thinke Moſes asked not this in vaine, it was for fome. 


purpoſe, he asked not meerely to fatisfie his fancy; 
for the Lord would not then have heard him,: But 
what did heaske it for? Surely that he might love 
the LOR Dthemore, by knowing him better. And! 


when Mofés came to aske itat the hands of the Lord, 


he did affent, he proclaimed, that is, hee revealed 
himfelfe more than ever he did before. So I fay e 
every one of you, if you would becarneft withthe: 
Lord, deſire him to fhew you his excellency, that 
you might love him more, ſerve him more, and 
feare him more, hee could deny you no more than 
he did Meſes: for you muft thinke, that this is no 
extraordinarie thing for the Lord, to thew himſelfe. 
That which he did miraculoufly to Stephen, when 
he opened the heavens, and fhewed himſelfe to the 
outward view, that he doth ordinarily to the Saints, 
he fhewes himfelfe to their mindes and inward af- 
fections. When we preach at any time, except the 
Lord fhew himſelfe to you at any time, then our: 
preaching is in vaine, for the word that we {peake: 
is but a dead letter, it will worke no more upon you 
than a dead thing that hath no efficacy. But when 
the Spirit goes with the word, and hee openeth tol 
you the thing that we ſpeake, then it is effectuall. 
Therefore S. Paul to the Ephefians, when hee had 
opened thofe great myſteries, hee concludes with 

this 
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this, The Lord give you the ſpirit of wifedome and 
revelation, to enlighten’ the eyes of your underſtan- PE 


ding, that you may know what the hope of your calling 
4, and what is the glorious inheritance fehe Saints, 
e. Asif he fhould fay, When I have faid all this, 
it is nothing, it will not doe it; but hee befeecheth 
the LORD to givathem the ſpirit of revelation, 
and then it is done. And ſo to conclude all, when 
wee have ſaid all wee can to move you to love the 
Lord, it is all nothing, except the Lord give youthe 
Spirit of wiſedome and revelation to open your 
eyez toſec what is the exceeding greàt- 
neſſe and excellency of 
his power, 
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a. The: fecond Sermon: ` p. 


T of thefe words wee have for- 
°F mm, at merly delivered thispointto you, 
that, 

eS Bi inp loveth not, is not in 
he laft thing (in the proſecuti- 
on of this point ) was the means whereby this love 
is. wrought inour hearts, which we did not then fi. | 
nifhe notwithſtanding we will not proceed in it at 
this time, but rather alter the matter, and doe that 
which I did not then intend; becaufe there are ma- 
ny this day that are to receive the Sacrament, and 
you know when wee come to receive the Sacra- 
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ment, our chief bufineffe is to examine our ſelves. 
Let every man examine himfeif and fa let bim cate of) 
this bread, and drink of this cup. 1 

We have often preſſed on you the neceſſity of 
theſe two things. . 

Firft, that you may not omit the Sacrament when 
it is adminiftred in the Congregation whereof you | ;; 
are members: for if they were to be cut off from 
the people that neglected the Paffcover, why fhould 
not this be accounted a greater finne, and to de- 
ferve a — punifhment, to neglect the receiving | fin. 


of the Lords Supper, which is come in the place of . TheLards |. 
the Paſſeover, and is farre beyond it? e ere N 


Firft, becaufe it is more cleare, and it is more in 2.refpeds. 
cleare, becauſe the Doctrine is more cleare: for it | ciare 
doth more lively repreſent Chrift now exhibited in 2. The mercy 
the fleſn, than that which onely repreſemed Chrift | embed in 
which was then to come. z 
And ſecondly, becauſe the mercy that you are now 
to remember, is your redemtion from finne and from 
— mercy than that which they were to 
iber in the Paſſeover, which was their delive- 
rance out of Egypt (though that was not all ;)there- 
fore the neglecting of this muft needs be a greater 
ſin than the neglecting of that. 3 
Now you fee how ſtrictly G OD layeth a charge 
upon them, that no man fhould omit the Paſſeover, 
unleſſe ſickneſſe or a journey hindred him. Now 3 
confiderthis, you that have been negligent in com- 
ming to this holy Sacrament ; for it is a great finne, 
and provokes God to * when he fhall fee | 
c this 
. — — 
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| this ordinance which himſelfe hath inftituted, and 

which he hath laid ſuch a charge upon you to doe, 

is neglected. 


Ld 


Befides, doe youthinkeit isa finne to negle& com- 


It is a great : nee 
astoneg- | ming to the wordy And is it not as much to neglect 
ect the = this ordinance? 


Beſides, doe we not need all helpes of grace? and 
is not this among the maine helpes? 

Againe, as you ought not to omit it, ſo to come 
negligently to it, to come without examination, to 
come without a more ſolemne and — 


Two ſorts re- 


re the Sa. | renewing of your repentance, is to receive the Sa. 
rament un- crament unwerthily, to eat and drinke judgment 
eA that and damnation to jour felves. Now there are two 
are out o ſorts that receive the ſacrament unworthily. 
Chrif- e nat Firſt, thofe that are not yet in Chrift. 
are in Chriſt. Secondly, thoſe that are within the Covenant, 


but yet come remiſſely and negligently, and take 
not that care they fhould in examining their harts: | 
for though you ought to renew your repentance 
every day, yet in a more ſpeciall manner you ought 
to doe it upon ſuch an occaſion. As women doe in 
ſcowring their veſſels; they make them cleane eve- 
ry day, but yet there are ſome certaine times where- 
in they ſcowre them more : ſo wee fhould fcowre 
our hearts in a more ſpeciall manner upon this oc- 
caſion. Now becauſe this is the buſineſſe that wee 
have to doe this day, we will therefore handle the 
| more fully that we touched lightly before, which is 
; this examination, whether we love the Lord Iefus, 
| = {orno: for if you love not the Lord Iefus, you are: 
_ not 
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you have not faith and love. Therefore if you. find 
that you have not this love to Chrif, that you are 
not rooted and grounded in love, you have nothing 
to doe with Chrift, and if you have nothing to doe 
with him, you have nothing to doe with the Sacra- 
ment. And therefore we will fhew you what pro- 
perties of love we find in the holy Scriptures. 

This is one property of love fet downe in1Cé. 
13. Tove is bountiful, and feeketh not its owne things: 


freely any thing a man hath, oathe party whom he 
loveth. We fee, lofeph; that loved Benjamin, as his 
love was more to him than to all the reft of his bre- 
thren, fo he gave him 4 greater portion than the 
reft. It is the nature of love tobe bountifull. What 
a man loveth, he cares not what hee parts with to 
Obtaine it. Herod cared not to have parted with 
halfe his Kingdome to pleafe that inordinate affe- 
tion of his. The Converts, in the Apoſtles time, 
how bountifull were they, laying all their goods at 
the Apoſtles feet? Z acheus, when hee was conver- 
ted, and his heart was inflathed with love to Chrif, 
he would give halfe his goods % the pore: But in 


generall, it is a thing that you all know, that love is 


that is, it is the nature of love to beftow readily and fui 
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not in him, for whatfoever you doe availeth not, if | 


to. Propertie 
of love. 
L. j is bounti- 


pag) 


ofa bountiful difpofition. If you would know. then; 
whether you have this love to the Lord Ieſus or no, 


conſider whether you be ready to beſtow any thing 

upon him, whether you be ready to part with any 

thing for his fake. David, when he abounded with 

love to the Lord, you fee sag he expreſſed it in his 
c 2 


provifi- 
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provifion for the Temple, you ſee how hee excec- 
ed in it, Ax handred thoufand fhekels of gold, and 
athoufand thoufand talents of filver : this, iaith hee; 
I have done according to povertie: As if he had 
faid, If I had been able to doe more, I would have 
done more, but this was as much as I could reach 
unto e herein he fhewed the greatneſſe of his love to 
GO Dia the greatneſſe of his bountie. Take it in 
the love which we have one.to another: where a 
man loveth, he denieth nothing. Sampfex, when he 
loved the Harlot, he denied her nothing that fhe 
asked of him: If you love the Lord Jefus, examine | 
your felves by this; are you ready to beſtow any 
thing for his advantage? are you ready to take all 
oppoi tunities to do fomewhat for his glory ? cön- 
ſider how many opportunities you have had, aad 
| might have had, wherein you might have expreffed 
and manifeſted this love to the Lord Jefus. Might 
you not have done much to the fetting of a power- 
full Miniſtery here and there ? have you not had 
ability to doe it? Would it not much advantage 
the glory of Jefus Chrift to make bridges(as it were) 
for men to goe to heaven by, and to make the high- 
| way that leadeth thither ? a greater worke of mer- 
Tonegle@op-| cie than theſe externall workes that appeare fo glo- 
f | riousinthe eyes of men: to have bleſſed opportu: 
gueth want of | nities, and not to ufe them, becauſe we have ftreight 
love. hands and narrow hearts, is a ſigne we want love to 
, Chriſt. | 
In the paffages of your life there is many a cafe, 
that if you were of a bountifull diſpoſition, you 
m. — — might 
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a 


TOf Tove. | 67 


might doe much good in. You know what S. Pasi 
faith, which was a great teſtimonie of his love, 
Act. 2 0, 24. y life (faith he) is not deare unto mee, 
{fo I may doe any thing for efus Chrifi, fo I may ful- 
fill the conrfe of my minifiery. So, examine your 
felves, whether you can fay thus upon any occaſi- 
on: So that I may doe any good, fo that I may 
help forward apy good çaufe. that may tend to the 
1 of GOD, my life is not deare unto mee, my 
ibertie is not deare, my eſtate is not deare, my 
friends are not deare to me. You that have to doe 
in government, many cafes there are, wherein, if 
you will doe any ſpeciall good, you muſt part with 
ſomething of your owne; GOD lookes to you 
and fees what you doe, and how your hearts ftand |` 
affected in all theſe patlages ; aske your felves now 
whether theſe things be not deate to you: If there 
were love in you, it would caufe you to doe more 
than you dee. It was Davids great wiſdome, when 
water was brougbt to him that was purchafed at fo. 
deare a rate , when fo high a price was fet upon jt, 
he would not drink it himſelf, but poured it forth 
to the Lords and therein he fhewed the greatneffe. 
of his love, that he was willing to part withthat 
which hee fo exceedingly longed for, which was 
bought at fuch a rate. 

The like he did when he bought the thrething 
floore of Arauna the Ichufite: he might have had 
it given bim for. nothing; Noe, faith he, Z will not 
offer to the Lord of shat which cof me nothing: As 
it he had faid, I ſhall thew y to the Lord ne 

c ' an 
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and if I fhew no love to him, what is my facrifice 
worth? For David knew well enough thatG OD 
obferved what he did, he obſerved what it eoſt him. 
The Lord obferveth all that you doe, Belovedihe 
knoweth your hearts, and feeth what motions you 
have, and prizeth your actions accordingly. If you 
find any action for him, that coft you fomething, 
he obferveth that likewiſe, Rev. 2.2. Z knom t 
workes and thy patience: fo doth the Lord fay ofe- 
very man, I know what fuch a fervice coft thee, I 
know what loffe thou ſuffetedſt when thou didft 
part with fuch a thing for my fake. Therefore if 
you would fhew your love to the Lord, and would 
have a teſtimony in your hearts that you have this 
love wrought in you, bee not backward to beftew 
ſany thing upon Chrift. The woman that brake the 
boxe of precious ointment, you fee how the Lord 
accepted that worke of hers, fo much that he put 
it downe that it fhould not be forgotten. For love, 

where ſoever it is, will open the heart, and open the 
hand, and beſtow any thing upon Ieſus Chriſt, that 
is in our power. 

Now, if we examine whether love be amongſt 
men by this ſigne, we fhall find but little love, and 
we my juſtly take up the complaint of the Apo- 
ſtle, Every man feekes his owne things, and net ehe 
things of Ieſus Chriſt. That is, when any thing is to 
be done, men are ready to enquire thus, it is the ſe- 
cret inquiſition of their hearts; What is this to me:? 
What profit will it bring me? Wherein will it bee 
to mine advantage? And if they find it isa thing 

. | that 
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that will coſt them fomething,and a thing that they 
ſhall get nothing by, how cold and backward are 
men to doe it? It is from this that men feeke thei 
owne things. : 

But here every man will be ready to pro eſſe and object. 
fay that he is not fo ftrait handed, but he is read 
to doe many things for Chriſt, that he is bountiful, 
and feekes not his owne things. 

My beloved, let us try this now a little: thou 
thinkeſt thou art fo bountifull for the LORD, I 
would aske thee this; Doeſt thou doe it purely for 
the LO R in ſuch a caſe, when there is no profit nor 

aile with men, nor advantage sedounding to thy 
elfe? Art thou as forward then, as when there are 
all thoſe reſpects? Art thou as abundant in it, as 
diligent and as ready to doe it? This diſcovers the 
falfhood of mens hearts for the moſt part. 

And befides, take it in the cafe of felfe love, con- 
fider what thou doeſt, when thine owne ſelfe. love 
fhall come in competition with this love to the 
Lord: for in that we ſnill know our love to the 
LO R D; when we deny our ſelves, when we croffe 
our ſelfe love, and reject it: and refuſe it: for other- 
wife it is no thank to us, when there is no inwatd 
croſſing in us, no contrary affection drawing us a- 
nother way. Therefore if you would know whe- 
ther you love the LO R or no, trie what you doe 
in the things that are deareſt to you, confider what 
you doe in thoſe things that of all others you are 
moſt unwilling to pirt with: for indeed herein is 
the tryall, as the Lord ſaid to Abraham, when hee 
Cc 4 would 


Anſw. 
Tryall at the 

bounty of our 

love. 

£ When it cro 

ſeth advantage 

to our felve: 
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would have offered up his Sonne, Now Abraham I 
know that thou loveſt me: As if he had faid, This is 

fure teftimonie that thou lovet mee, becaufe thy 
ſonne is not deare to thee, So I fay when you are 
to part with fomething that is deare to you, confi- 
der what youdoe in fuch acafe, confider whether 
you can fay generally, I account al things but lofi 
and dung for Chrift. It may be thou art willing to 
part with ſomething that thou careſt not much for, 
but this is nothing. Some man will not lofe his 
credit, that is deare to him; Examine thy felfe now, 
if thy credit be deare to thee, art thou content to 
lofe the praife of men for Chriſt? When thou art 
jputto ahazzard, art thou content to ſuſſer the loffe 
of thy eſtate? 7 — 

Every man hath iome particular temptation, 
young men for the moft part are lovers of paie loe 
more than levers of God, and old men are lovers of 
their owne wealth more than of GO D. Therefore 
onfider what you will doe now in your feverall 
cafes. Chrift, you know, requiresthis at every mans 
hands, that his Wife and Children, that his Father 
and Mother and whatſoever is deareſt to him, that 
he fhould neglect it all for his fake; and herein a 
mans love is ſeene. 

whenitis| And when you have done all this, I will adde 
done chearful- that further, Though you doebring your heartsto 
ly. doe it, yet are you willing to doe it? Doe you doe 
it chearefully and readily’ For why doththe Lord 
require that as a neceſſary condition, that whatfo- 
ever is done to him, might be done chearfully and 


D willingly? 


Every man 
hath fome par- 
ticular temp“ ; 

ation. 
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willingly? For no other reaſon than this, but be- h/ coq 
cauſe he regards nothing but that which commeth quireth a 
from love; and if it comes from love, we know, we chearfull ſer- 
doe it chearfully. Therefore conſider, whether |“. 
thou art willing to doe this chearfully, and with a 
full hand, not niggardly and pinchingly; and by 
this you fhall know whether you have this love to 
the Lord Ieſus or no, whether you bee bountifull, 
whether you ſeeke the things of the Lord, and not 
your owne things, 3 
Ia the fecond place, you fhal! find -this to be one 
ropertie of love (by which you may trie your- 
elves ) it will be content with nothing but with 
love againe from the partie vvhom we love. If one 
love another, let him doe never ſo much, let him be 
never ſo kind in his actions towards him, let him 
be never ſo bountifull to him, yet except he have 
love againe, hee is content with nothing. Indeed 
when we doe not love a man, wee can be content to 
receive profit from him, and it is no matter though 
his heart goe another way ſo we enjoy it, but it is 
the nature of true love to defire to bee paid in its 
owne coine. Now if thou love the Lord leſus, If 
thou mighteſt have all the bleſſings that hee could 
beſtow upon thee, if he ſhould open his hand wide, 
and compaſſe thee about with abundance, yet if 
hou loveſt the Lord, thou wouldeſt not be content 
with this, but thou wouldeſt have aſſurance of his 
love, thy heart would be at no reſt elſe. 
And this you may fee in David, Pfal.st. David 

you know, was well enough, hee hath health = 
wealth, 
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wealth, and abundance of all things, yet you fee: 
how miferably he complained, becauſe he wanted: 
that joy that he was wont to have, becauſe he was: 
not in thoſe termes with the Lord that he was wont 
tobee; and till he had that, his bones were broken. 
with ſorrow, and he tooke it fo to heart, that no- 
thing inthe world could content him, ull hee was 
aflured of Gods favour: And it is certaine, that if 
thou love the LOR D, nothing will fatisfie thy 
foule, but the aſſurance of his loving countenance: 
to thee againe. Therefore that which Ab ſalom did, 
we may make ufe of upon this occaſion; hee had 
that wit, to make a right pretence, whatfoever his 
intent was: when he was called from baniſſument 
where helived well enough, and enjoyed all things, 
he wanted nothing, but had a; much ashe could 
deſire, yet, faith he, what doth all this availe me, fo 
long as I may not feethe Kings face? It was but his 
craftineſſe: Yet thus much we may obferve out of 
it, that this isthe property of love, that till a man 
fee the face of God, that is, till he enjoy a neere and 
cloſe communion with God, untill he can have the 
love of God witneſſed to his ſoule, he cares for no- 
thing in the world befides: As you have it in 3 Chro. 
7. 14. where that condition is put in: Zf my people! 
(faith he) when they are in diſtreſſe, fhal humble 
themfelves, and feeke my face, then I will doe thus and 
thus, As if he fhould fay, it may be they may ſecke 
libertie when they are in captivitie; it may bee they 
may ſeeke health, when they are in ſickneſſe; it may 
be they may feeke deliverance from enemies, under 
whom 
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whom they are enthralled ; but this is not the condi- 
dition that I put them upon, but F they bwmble| 
themſelves, and [eeke my face, then I will heare in hes- 
ven, gre. Sol fay now, if you will trie whether 
youlove the Lord Jefus or no, confider whether 
you ſeeke his face, that is, whether you feek grace 
or no, whether nothing in the. world can content | 
you but his favour- For it is the propertie of one 
that is truly ſanctified, mercie alone will not con- 
tent him, but hee will have grace afwell as mercie : 
Another man that loveth not the. Lord, it is true, it A chriftiss 
may be hee is pinched witha ſenſe of his fitries;.but |. feeks grace af- 
let him have mercie, it is enough hee thinkes 5 but ell er merey. 
now take a man that hath his heart right towards 
God, except he have grace, it contents him not; for 
that is the propertie and nature of love; that. it 
careth for no wages, all that it deſires, is the love 
of the partie, that what it doth may be acknowled- 
ged and accepted; and there is a great difference in 
that: You know, A Nurſe doth much unto the child | Simile. 
as well as the Mother, and it may be more, but not. 
withſtanding the Nurſe never doth it but when thee 
is hired, but the Mother doth it for nothing, and the 
doth it more abundantly, becaufe the doth it out of 
love, and it is se — to her that fhee hath 
done it, becauſe fhe loves her Child: So- I fay, if 
you love the Lord Jeſus, it is not wages that you 
feeke, but if you may have the light of his counte- 
nance to fhine on you, if. you may have his favour, 
it you may have opportunity to doe: him ſervice in 
your place, it is enough for you, you care not for | 
| the 
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the preſent wages nor for future. Therefore herein 
you may knaw the nature of your love, the right- 
neſſe and ingenuitie of it, if it be fo that all that you 
doe is out of love tothe L O R, and if youcan con- 
tent your felves with love againe from God, it is a 

fign that you love the Lord Jefus. 
sdedefresthe Againe, (to proceed) if you love the Lord Jefus, 
fecond coming: you will alſo love his appearance: as you have it in 
of Cin. 1 Tips, 4. 8. A Crown +f righteon{we(fe is laid up for 
me, and as many as love the appearance of Ieſus Chrif: 
and in Heb. g. ult. He was offered for the finnes of ma- 
, aud ſball appeare the [ccond time to fush as looke 
for him, Cr. For whom was he offered? and to 
whom fhall he appeare ? To as many as looke tor 
his comming againe: Soin 2 Pet. 3. 13. What man- 
ner of men (ſaith the Apoſtle ) eg mee to bee ingil 
goalineſſe and iy conver ſation, looking far, and H- 
fling to the appearance of Chrifi ¢ &. So that it is cer- 
taine every man that loveth the Lord Jeſus, he loves 
his appearance, he haſteneth to the comming of the 
Lord, he lookes for his comming againe: and it muft 
needs bee fo inreafon., For if you love any, you 
know, you mutt needs love their preſence; will you 
profeſſe that you are loving to any, that when you 
heare el their comming towards you, there is no 
. ‘newesimote. unacceptable to you? Ifa woman had 
Simile, a Husband tn the aſt Indies, gnd report of his com. 
| ming home ſhould be the worft newes that the could 

| 


heare, fhall we think that fuch.a woman loves her 
husband? So if you did love the Lord Jefus, you 
| would be glad to have his appearance. 


N And 
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And (beloved) ſeeing the Apoftle hath choſen out 
this note, why fhould we not preſſe it in gur exami- 
ation of our felves, whereby wemay know whe- 
ther we love the Lord leſus or no? whether we de- 
fire to be with the Lord? whether we can fay, as the 
Apoſtle S. Paul, We defireto be at home aud to be with | 
the Lord? If we examine the Love of men by this | mendefire ne 
the fecond 


upon earth? But you will object 
Many of thoſe that love the Lord, that ate men 
truly ſanctified, yet are afraid of death, and :the 
newes of death is terrible to them: and therefore 
ſurely this is a rare figne, even in thofe that have 
faith and love, to defire. the appearance of Ieſus 
Chriſt. 2 F 
'I anſwer, it is true, there ma be a bach,] ＋ n dneſſe 
even in the Saints, but you muſt know upon what 
ground it is. A Spouſe that isto marry a Husband, in the Sainte 
no queſtion but thee would be glad to be handfome, 5, % 
and to be prepared for his coming, and though 
ſne may defire his company exceedingly, yet be- 
aule things are not fo ready as thee would have 
them or for feare that he may find that which may 
divert and turn ** his eyes from delighting in 
her, perhaps fhe deſires not his comming at t hat 
time. 


Object. 


Anfw. 
There may be 
backwardneffe 
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1. That they 
may be better 
ferred. 


time. There is a certaine negligence and unprepa- 


redneſſe in mens hearts, which breeds an unwil- 
lingneſſe in them fometimes, and makes them afraid 
of ſeeing the Lord, and yet there may be a truc and 
inward love after nim. i ao 

Beſides, you know, there is fleſh as well as ſpirit, 
andthe ſpirituall part deſires, as 8. Paul did, to be ac 
home, and to be with the Lord, and to enjoy his 
preſence, but that fleſn that is in us is alwayes back- 
ward toit. Therefore in Rev. 14. 13. * theſe 
that die in the Lord, fo faith the 18 but fo faith 
not the fleſn, the voice of the fleth is contrary to it, 
but it is the voice of the ſpirit, and the regenerate 
part that isin us. So that this I may boldly fay to 
you, that every man that hath this faith and love 


: | wrought in him by the Spirit of God, he hath that in 
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| So much faith, | acceptable to him, as the light of the Sunne is to. 
BG the eye, but look how much ſoreneſſe, that is, looke! 


him which doth earneftly defire communion with 


Chrift, to live with him for ever, to bee in his pre- 


{ence continually, although there may be fome re- 


luctancie by reaſon of the fleſn that is there. Take: 


a man that hath fore eyes; you know, to the eye the 
light is exceeding pleaſant, hut looke how much 


| foreneffe and defect there is in the eye, fo much the 
light is burdenſome to it; but fo farre asthe eye is 


right, fo farrẽ as it is perfect, ſo far is the light plea- 
fing and delightfull to it; fois it with the heart of 


the regenerate man, looke how.much faith, looke! 


how much fpirit there is, fo much defire there is of 


the preſence of Chrif, and it is moft pleafing and: 


how 
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how much fleſh there is in him, fo much reluctan. eee | 
cie, fo much unwillingneſſe there is in him: and Chit pre- 
that he muft ftrive againft: But ftill the rule holdeth | fence, 
good, that wherefoever the heart is right, t here is 
alwayes an earneft defire and longing to bee with 
Chrift. And in deed this is onel y found in the Saints; 
for evill men, if they know what h caven were, they | ,, — 
would not defire it: for they defire heaven in ano- wicked men 
ther notion, they would bee well, they would bee | defire heaven. 
freed from miferie and difeontent which they meet 
with inthe world, they would have whatfoever 
the fleſh defireth, and that is it they look after; but 
to deſire heaven as it is, that is, to deſire an excel- 
lency in grace, to be alway — God, to be con- 
tinually inhis preſence, to bee freed from the pra- 
ctice of ſinne, this is a thing that if men aske their 
owne hearts, they doe not deſire in this manner; 
or they deſire it not here upon earth, when they are 
inthe communion of Saints. when they are in pla- 
-| ces where there are holy ſpeeches, and holy exerci- 
ſes, it is burthenſome to them, they are out of their 
element, they areas men that are not upon their 
roper Center; theſe men deſire to bee in heaven, 
bur they deſire another kind of happineſſe than 
there is in heaven, the felicitie there is preſented un- 
to them under another Idea, they. defire no more 
than the fleth deſires: but to deſire heaven in deed, 
as it is heaven, to deſire God there in his pureneſſe 
and holineſſe, to deſire it ſo as thereby to be teque- 
] tred from all worldly, carnall and ſenſual delights , 
this a carnall man deſires ‘not. Therefore * a, 
| | iſtin. 
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= diftinguifhing note and ſigne, that bee thas loves the 
Lordwill love his appearance. 

Fourthly, you fhall findthis to be the propertie 
yan apeti of love, he that loveth, is very ready to {peakeof 

, a beloved | the party loved: love is full of loquacitie, ic is rea- 
dy to fal into the praifes ofthe party beloved, and 

to keepe no meaſure in it, to abound in it, that is 
the difpofition of every man that loveth. So z; it 
in this love to the Lord Iefus: You may ſee in Da- 
vid, as he abounded in love tothe Lord, fo he could 
never fatisfie himſelfe in praifing the Lord: In 
Pfalme,105, which is repeated, 3.Chres.15:you fhall 

nd that he hath never done with ir, but is alwa 

finging praiſes to the Lord: Sing prayfes to the Lord, 
and be alway talking of hu wondrous works, And x 
\ gainc, Remember his marvellous workes that hee hath 
dene of old, and all the wonders, &c. As if he thould. 
fay. If you love the Lord, ſnew it in praifing of 

him. Doe you profeſſe to love the Lord, and yet 

never delight to ſpeake of him? nor delight to heare 

others {peake of him: My beloved, this backward- 

neſſe that is among us, to holy and gracious ſpeech, 

to fpeeches that tend to the {etting forth of the 

Lords praiſe, fhewes that love to the LOR D le. 

ftisis wanting among us. i 

| Youknow, it is naturall for every man to abound 

inthe fpeeches of the things they love, of what na- 

ture foever they bee. Mariners are delighted to 

talke of their voyages, and ſouldiers of their bat- 

tells, and Hentfmen of their games. If you delight 

inthe Lord, certainely your tongues will be muelr in 

| {peaking 
$s peaking | 
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(peaking of him, you will be ready to doe it upon 
ſall occaſions. Ont of the abundance of she heart, the 
mouth (peaketh: and if love to the Lord do abound 
in your hearts,this love will be expreſſed in your 
tongues, upon all occafions: And therefore, at the 
laft, you may judge ofthe meafure of your love by 
this. He that ſpeakes much of loving God, and yet 
hath his fpeeches emptie, vaine, and unprofitable, 
ſurely we may gueſſe that he loves not him at all: 
and this is a mark that will not deceive us. a 
And now what will you ſay for yourfelves, that 
you {peake no more upon thoſe feverall occaſions 
that you meet withall in the world? Is it becauſe 
you are afhamed, becaufe you are baſhfull, and 
fearefull to expreſſe your ſelves, and to make an o- 
n profeſſion of that holyneſſe that is in your)’ >... | 
arts? Certainly it is a ſigne that you love not er | 
the Lord Jefus : for he that foveth, is never afha- e 
med, becaufe whom a man loveth, he magnifieth, 
he prizeth much, he hath a high efteeme of: Aud 
therefore that bafhfullneffe and fearfulneffe that you 
object, will not keep you back, if you did love the 
Lord in truth and ſinceritie, Or elf, why is it 
that you ſpeake of him no more? Is it becauſe you 
cannot ſpeake? Is it becauſe your underſtandings 
are weake and dull? becauſe you are not able to doe 
it aſwell a others, and therefore you are lothto ex- 
ſpreſſe your ſelves? „JC a 
Von know, when you. love any, that love will fene makes ep 
teach you to fpeake, it will quicken the ‘duken v 
and invention; love — and maketh ' = 
rude 


? 
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rudeſt tongue eloquent. It is the nature of love to 
fet the heart on worke, and when the heart is feton 
worke, the tongue will be as the penne of a ready wri. 
ter. You know how the Apoitle fets it forth, os 
heart is enlarged to you: Love openeth the heart 
wide: and the heart openeth the tongue wide: 
Therefore if youlove the Lord much, you will be 
much in {peaking of him. Confider therefore what 
your ſpeeches are concerning God, whether you 
your felves.are ready to fpeake much, and to de- 
light to heare others fpeake'alfo: whether you be 


glad of any occafion, as thofe that love are glad to 


heare thofe that they love to be fpoken. of. 
Fifthly, love will doe much and Suffer much for 
the partie loved: S. Paul, as he was. abundant in 


love, ſo was he abundant in labour l; kewiſe; who- 


the ‘party be- foever aboundeth in love, will abound in workes 


oved. ° 


alfo. Thereforefee what you doe for the Lord je- 
ſus, fee what you ſuffer for his fake. When Chriſt 
came to St. Peter, and asked him that queſtion, Peter 
loveſt thou me: he puts him upon the tryall upon 
this fruit of his love, Feed my Laubes As if he 
thould fay, Peter, if thou wilt fhew that thou loveſt 
me, expreſſe it in doing ſomething for my fake, 
Feed my Lambes: herein thy love {hall be difcer- 
ned; doe not fay thou loveſt me, and yet art negli- 
gent in doing for me, Feed my Lamber. We shall 
not need to preſſe this much in this Congregation, 


I becauſe ir belongs to the Minifterie : Although 


you have fomewhat to doe in it for the Magiftracie 


-alfo ; whereby they may expreſſe their love to the 


Lord 
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Lord Jefus,to help the feeding of Chrifts Lambes. 
It is true, we are asthe Vints that bring forth the 
Grapes, but you are the elmes that hold up thoſe 
Vines: the Magiſtrates feed the people afwell as the 
Minifters : therefore that phraſe is applied to Da- 
vid, he was a ſhepheard. Therefore in your ſeverall 
occaſions, when you meet with that which may 
tend to the ſeeding of the people of God, when you 
fhall labour fo farre as may lye within your com- 
paſſe, that the Go/pel may have a free paſſage, that 
there may be more faithfull and laborious Mini- 
ſters fet up in the ſeverall places of the kingdome, 
the more you doe this, the more you. feed Chriſts 
Lambes. And if you will ſhew that love you have 
to the Lord, ſnew it by feeding his people, that 
is, by doing that which lies in your power, tending 
to that end, by doing of it zealouſſy, with all your 
might. And as that was the work that Chriſt put 
Peter upon for the triall of his love, fo I may fay to 
every one of you, If you will ſhew that you love the 
Lord Jefus, doe the workes that belong to your 
particular place; for every calling hath à particu- 
lar work in it: if you love the Lord, be diligent in 
that way, in that calling which Chriſt hath given 
youto doe him ſervice in: and herein you fhal! thew 
your love, as it was. Chriſts owne ſpeech, I have glo- 
rified thy Name, that is, in that particular worke, in 
that charge which thou gaveſt me to performe:. fo 
you mult ſpew your love to God in doing the acti- 
ons of your particular callings. , diligently. Vo 
know, whed that: jii Sa abounded in love 
: 2 to! 


Magiſtrates 
Sheplisards. |: 


Diligence | 


argument of . 
love. 
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Suffering is 
doing but with 
difficulty. 


Of Love. 


to Chrift, how it found out a way wherein ic would 
fhew it felfe prefently in breaking the boxe of oynt- 
ment, &c. 

As it is faid of faith, It u dead without werks, fo 
love is dead without workes, the Lord regards it 
not, it is a dead carkafle, without motion. We know, 
it is the nature of love to be diligent: if you do love 
Chrift, it will make you diligent. 

And asyou will be ready to doe much, fo you 
will be ready to fuffer much alfo : thefe two I put 
together, becaufe ſuffering is a kind of doing, one- 
ly itis a doing of things, when there is difficu'tie 
and hardneffe. Now if youlove the Lord Jefus, fee 


| what you will fuffer for his fake; thofethat we love, 


we are exceeding ready to ſuffer for. A Husband 
that loves his Spouſe, is exceeding readie to fuffer 
any thing to enjoy her love, he is willing to fuffer 
any difpleafure of parents, of friends, to fuffer the 
loſſe of his eſtate, he cares not for diſcredit in the 
world, he is ready to breake through thick and 
thin, and to doe any thing, ſo he may obtaine her 
love at the laſt: So, if you love the Lord jeſus, you 
wiltfuffer any thing for his fake, It was an excel- 
lent teſtimony of Davids love, in 2 Sam. 6. 21. 
when David there dancing before the Arke, was 
ſcoffed at by Michal his Wife, fee what an anfwer 
he gives her, It is, faith he, before the Lord : as if he 
ſhould fay, Iam willing to beare this at thy hands, 
for it ij the Lord whohath chofen mee rather than thy 
father and all his boufe: Asif he thouldtfay, feeing 
it is the Lord, for whofe fake I endure a re- 

| uke 
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hub e at thy hands, Icare not fos it, I am willing to 
doc n, yea I will doe it more, and be more vile in 
mine oune eyes, aud expoſe my ſelf yet to more 
{corne and derifion, ſince it is to the LOR D, who 
hach choſen me rather then thy Fathers houſe; So 
I fay, when any thing comes to bee ſuffered for | 
any good action, for any good caule (as indeed 
commonly ſuch actions have ſufferings joyned | 
with them) if you love the Lord you will be ready 
to goe through ĩt, and that with cheerefulneſſe, be- 
cauſe it is the Lord who hath chofen vou, and pal 
fed by fo many thouſands. And therefore it was 
the commendation of thofe in Heb. 10. it was an 
argument of their ſinceritie, that they ſaffered the 
[poyling of their goods with joy. Whence came this, 
but from their love to the Lord? They were fe farre 
from being backward to ſuffer, as that they were 
glad to have the opportunitie to ſuffer ſome what for 
his fake. 

But you will fay, Tam ready to doe much for the objed?. 
Lord, and J hope lain not backward to ſuffer for 
him. | } 

L is well if it be fo, but let me adde this to all that 
I have ſaid. In what manner do: ſt thou doe that 
thou doef? You know the caution thar the Apo- 
ſtle puts in, in 1 Jobe 5. 3. Hexein is love manifeſted, 1 Ich. 7.3. 
that we leeye his Commandements, and hir Comman- opened, - 
dements are not grievous, Iadeed herein isthe reali- 
ty of love teene, that wee keepe the Commande- 
men'sot G O D. I: is true, a man may doe muc: for | 
Chritt, and yet not love him; an Hypocrite may 

Dd 3 goe 
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F SS 
goe farre in performance, and yet though hee doe 
much he may not love much therefore you mul 
examine your ſelves by that, in hat manner you 

We mutt dne doe that which you doe: Therefore, it is added, i 

ine. Wl we lcete his Commandements and they be net grie- 
vious: as if he fhould fay, the manner of your doing 
is all in all, you muſt both doe much, and ſuffer 
much, but they mutt both be done willingly. You 

| Simite. know, the wife, and the fervant, they both {erve the 
husband and dee much for him, both are alike di- 
ligent, yet not withftanding, there is this difference 
the Wife doth it out of love, fhe doth in another 

manner, proceeding from another affe ction, ay. 
ming at another end thar. t ie ſervant doth. So to 
men may be diligent in keeping the fame Com. 
| mandement of the I ordʒ ĩhe one doth it as one that 
loves the Lord earneftly, being defirous to pleaſe 
him as one that delights in the Lord; nothing doth]. 
more content him, than when he is inan opportu- 
nitie wherein he may expr¢ffe his love to the Lord, 
all his Commandements are not grevious to him, it 
is not reſpect tothe reward, it is not an eye to the 

punifhment that moves hin * 

A man indeed may doe much for the LORD, 
when it is the reſpects that he hath to hell, and to 
Wwe may ufe | judgment; to heaven, and thereward that moves 
motives to du-| him: Not, but that theſe may be motives: but: yet 
ties: from ree | you muft remember this, that, if thefe bethe prin- 

1 cipal], and if thefe onely move you, you doe it not 
out of love, you take but an aime from your ſelves. 


When a man hatha buſineſſe of his own to doe, 
you: . 
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you know-how carefull hee is in it, and with what 
diligence he doth it, how often and how ferionfly 
heis devifing with himfelfeto bring his matters to | 
| palle. Now if you love the Lord, the actions that 
you doe, you will not doe them as thofe that are his 
flaves and ſervants, that doe things for other re- 
gards; And indeed, fuch is thelove for the moft 
part that is among us now adaics, there is much for- 
malit ie in our actions, we bave a forme of godlineſſe, 
without the power fit: even as in our love towards 
men, there are many complements, and much pro- 
feſſſon of love one to a another, but wee find that 
there is little true love; So we may take upa come. 
plaint againſt men in there love to God, there is 
much formalitie, men are much in outward pei for- 
matces, whichis well, I confeſſe, but alas, the 
power is wanting; it is all but complementing with 
G OD, as it were, when youcome and doe thefe 
duties of Gods worfhip, when you keepe the Sab- 
bath and prefent your felves at Prayers and at Ser- 
mons, itis well you doe fo, bu: yet when jour hearts 
are going after your covetou{neffe, and after ) our 
pleaſures, after this or that particular humour, the 
Lord lookes upon this as upon a formal! perfor- 
mance: It is another kind of doing thatthe L OR D | A man may 
requires at your hands. It may be you doe duties perſarm pri- 
in ſecret and private, and it is a good propertiethat 1 
you doe fo, but yet that is not enough, you may love. 
doe them as ataske, that you are glad when the bu- 
ſineſſe is doue, and it is well thatit is over: but when 
you will doe things out of love, you muſt know 
„ Dd 4 that 
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that you muft doe it in anotner mana.r,o t in ths 
formalite. 1t you will ferve the L O R D out ot 
| love, it isnot the praying to him Morning an dEve 
What kindof ning that will content you, buti. isthe working up- 
pae on your hearts, it isthe b.atiag upon your affecti- 
onstill you have brought them to a g d trameot 
Grace, tiil ye have wrought upon you felvisa 
found and through.renewing of your repentance; 
you will never give over rill yo r hearts be quick 
ned in prayer, till you hive found that G O D hath 
ab ſwered you, till you have had experience ofhis 

mercy and loving kindneſſe towards you. 
So wh n you con: to heare, is tnis all (thiake 
you) thatG OD requires of you, to fit here and 
What hearing lend us your eares for alit le time? No, my bels- 
of the Word ved, unleſſe you doe it from love, unleſſe you bee 
God request moved to it from an inward principle, from an en- 
tire a id holy affection to G O D, it is nothing. You 
muſt labour to have the Word wrought upon your 
hearts, you muft obferve how you practiſe, and 
how you bring forth into action that which you 
heare; for you doe not learn a thing here, hen 
you come to heare the Word, till you practiſe it, 
cul your hearts be transformed into it: Doe not 
thinke t at you have done the work, When you 
have fate here and heard. us, when you have gone 
home and repeated the Sermon, and underftand it: 
Note. |Toheareas GOD would have you heare ts another 
thing: It is like your leffons in Mufick, you fay you 
have never learned them till youbeable to pract fe 
[hems fo you have never learned the word of God 


aright 
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aright, till you have an ability in you to pra- 
tie it. n 
Io thew you what Love is, and what Faith is, and 
what Patience is, and to make you underftand and 
conceive of it, it is nothing; but to have Faith, to 
have Pa ience, to have Love, to have your affecti- 
ons inflamed o the LO R D, this ts the right hea- 
ring. As it is in Phy ſick, the under ſtanding of the 
Phyficians Bill is nothing, it is the taking and ap- 
‘plying of that which.1s there written that doth 
good to your bodies: ſo it is with the Doctrine that 
we preach, you may underſtand it and apprehend 
it, and conceive of it aright ; bu: except you bring 
it forth into your lives and actions, you learne it nor. 
Therefo e this flight and overly performance is not | 
atrueteftimony of your love to the LO RD fefus, | 
but the doing of it to purpefe, fo that God who ` 
fearcheth the heart may accept of it, the 
doing of it thr. ughly, that your hearts 
may be wrought upon, this is 
a figne that your doing 
and ſuffer ing comes 
from Love. 
i 
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GALAT, 5. 6. 
For in Jeſus Chrift neither circumc iſion availeth. any 
thing, nor uncircomciſion, but Faith which worketh 
( Love- | 
ce E laft thing that we did was to 
A thew you what were the properties 
ol true love, that by them you may 
S trie your ſelves whether you love 
AA sae] the LOR DJESUSorno:we 
= went through five inthe morning, 
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now we e proceed. 
Another propertie of Love is this, it is full of: 
heate: Therefore in Cant. 8. it is compared to coales 
of Juniper : and that phrase is uſed ia Mat. 2 4. J. Ini: 
quitie fhall abound, aud the love of many fhall waxe 
cod. That Antithel s fhewes that love is a hor 
thing, | 


6. Property o? 
love, it is like 


frre in gahiags 


| 
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thing, hor as fire. Therefore if you would know 
whether you love the Lord Jefus or no, conficer |- 
what heat and what fire there is in you. 
Now what are the properties of fire? Wherein 
doth love and that agree? ö 
Fire, you know is the moſt active of all the Ele- 
ments; cold benummeth a man, and is the greateſt 
enemie to action: If you love the LordJESuS, 
thou ſhalt find thy love will have that property of 
fire, to ſet all on worke in thee, it will ſet thy tongue 
on fire, and thy hands on fire, and thy head and 
heart on fire, every thing that is within thee will be 
working, and doing ſome fervice or other to the 
Lord. When a man wanteth love, hee is as a Man 
benummed, as a Man frozen in his dregges, not apt 
to any thing; the more a thing is like to fire, the 
more aptneſſe, and the more activeneſſe; ſo the 
more love, the more aptneſſe and readineſſe to eve- 
ry good work: where there is no love, there men 
are reprobate to every good work, | 
Befides, love as it is very active, fo it is very 
quick, as fire is of a quick nature. Therefore 
we fay that love hates nothing fo much as delaies; 
and it is in this like to fire, which is the quickeſt of 
all other Elements. Conſider of this therefore; 
Art thou ſpeedy in thy execution? If thou love 
the Lord, thou wilt not deferre and put off from day 
to day any thing that is to be done, thou wilt not 
fay with thy ſelfe, I will change my courfe of life, 


but not yet: No, if thou love the Lord, thou wilt 
doe it pre ſently. N 


1. Love is 
active as fire. 


2. Love is 
quick as Gre. 


| Befides 
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Belides, love agrecs with fire in this, tnar it is ear- 
a. Love is neſt and vehement :a1d indeed I take it, that in that 

vehement as A ; 
f.c. re gard it is chic Ay co:npared to fire. For fire, as it 
is of a quick, ſo itis of a vehement nature, and fo 
is love. Locke what a man loves, upon that he be 
ſtowes the top of all his affections, and the maine 
ſtrength of his intentions runne that way. Examine 
by tiiis tnerefo.e whether thou lovethe Lord or no. | 
Ifthoulove the Lord Jefus, thou wilt looke upon: 
other things, as things that thou regardeft not 
much, thou wilt grieve for them & if thon erie- 
vedfi not, and re joyce as if thou rcjoycedft not tien 
wilt aſe the World as tf thou uſedſt it not; thy neart 
will be taken up ab ut Chrift, and about the things 
t. at belong to the kingdome of God, thy intenti- 
ons will be ſet upon the things that belong to the 
ſervice of God, and thy own falvation. This isa 
thing by which you may plainly difcerne the truth 
ot vour love: examine toerefore what it is, upon 
which you beftow the maine, and the top of your 
intentions, Indeed, my brethren, the grextett 
things that the world hath, are not worthy of 
thetoppe and ſtrength of our aff ctions; for they 
are but trilles. Therefore if you love the Lord J E- 
S US, if you pr ze himarigh:, and be rightly af- 
fected towards him, you will eſteeme nothing great, 
bur the enjoying of his favour, and nothing of 
worfe confequent thar the loffe of it, nothing will 
dee of any great moment to vou, but onely fi ne, 
and grace; finne that difple:fth him, and grace 
that brings you taco favour with him: as for ot!-er 
| tbines 
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things, you will look upon themas trifles, you will 
not put the ſtrength of your mindes to any thing 
elſe; this is the nature. oi love, itis vehement toward 
the thing it luvetb. ee . | 
Moreover, it hath alfo chis propertie of fire, that 
it is ſtill aſpiriog, it is flilkenlarging it ſelfe, ſtill 
growing on, aſſimilating, and turaing every thing 
imo its own natwe, it is overcomming and is not 
ready to be overcome::: Which: propertie of fire is 


noted in that place I ſpake of inthe Morning, Mach | 


water cannot quench it, it is as ſtrvng as death: Now 
death you know overcomes all; fo will love, it will 
breake throtizh atl impediments, Conſider whe- 
ther you finde this ‘difpofition in your ſelves; that 
your hearts are ftill drawing neerer and neerer 
tothe Lord, that they are ftillafpiring up towards 
Heaven, that you are ſtill going onward and chriving 
in the work of Gracde. 
But that which of all other things. will manifeſt 
moſt to us this affection of love, is thofe affections 
which depend on it; you fhall know it, I ſay, by the 
affections that hang upon. ir. It is true tliat all the 
affections depend upon love, but, for this time, will 
inſtance but in two, namely, 4 
i: Anger,and 


° Mi i Fearg.: ei l l i i 
Looke whatſoœver itis that a man loveth, where 
he findes. any impediment in the profecution of it, 


he is angry, he defires with as much earneſt- 
neſſe to remove that impediment, as he loves the 


Take! 


thing. g ; 


4. Love power- 
full as fire. 


7. Property c 
‘love, it com- 
mandeth the 


cially anger 
and feare. 


1. Anger, 


affections, eſpe- 
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fake any man even of the mildeft difpofitio, 


if in any thing that heloveth much, and intendeth 

much, there be an intercurrent impediment tha: 

: ſnall interrupt him, he is angry, though orherwile 
Anger what. | hee be of a meeke diſpoſnion. For anger is ba 
| earneſtneſſe to remove the thing out of the way 
| that hinders us: whatſoever a man loveth , hee is 
l angry with the impediments that hinder him in tt. 
Come now and examine your love to the Lord by 

your anger: that anger that proceeds from love to 

zeale what. the LORD, we call zeale: Will you profeſſe 
: that you love the LO R D, and yet your hearts are 

not moved when he is difhonoured 2 Thinke with 
thy {felfe when thou art wronged in thy name, or 
fome body mifcalleth thee, mifreports of thee, 
and proſecutes thee with evill ſpeeches and revi- 
lings, is not thy wrath kindled in thee againft fuch: 
a one? Well, if thou love the Lord.] ES US as. 
thy ſelf, as thou oughteft to love him above thy 
felfe, why are not thy affections ſtirred in thee, 
when thou heareſt him diſhonoured, when thou 
knoweft that his Name is ill ſpoken of? If a man 
fhould take from thee thy wealth, or any thing that. 
is deare to thee; If a man fhould come and vio. 
late thee with ill termes, thou wouldeſt bee an ry! 
with him, and be ready to flie in the face of fach. 
an one. If you be thus affected tothe Lord, and 
to his Glory, why doe you not the like for him? 
You know, David did the fame: Mine eyes gaf! 
out ( faith he) with rivers of waters, becauſè men 
keepe not thy law. Therefore know, that if you find 


not 
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not your hearts affected with the things that be. 
long to GO D, that there is no anger ſtirred up, it 
is a fure argument that you love him not. It is ob- 
ſervable that is faid of old Eli, I Sam. 4. 3. when 
newes was brought him that the Iſraelites were 
fled, that moved him not ſo much; when it was 
told him, morcover, that there was a great ſlaugh- 
ter among the people, that ſtirred him not neither; 
when it was told him yet that his two Sonnes Hoph- 
ni and Phineas we re ſlaine, yet this did not ſo much 
affect him: but when it was told him that the Arke 
of the LOR D was taken, the Text noteth fome- 
thing more than ordinarie, that he was ſo ſtirred 
with it, that he fell from his ſeate, and it coſt bim 
his life. Can you find this affection in your ſelves, 
that you are not moved with the death of children 
fo much, or for the loſſe of your goods, or for your 
owne particular diſcontents, as when you fhall 
heare that the glory is departed from Ifrael, that Re- 
ligion fuffe;s an Eclipfe in any place, that the Gof- 
pell of JESUS CHRIST is hindred? This is 
a thing that will try your love to the Lord. If you 
find that you can heare of the defolation of the 
Churches, and of the increaſe and growing of Po- 
perie, and yet youdoe not take it to heart to be af- 
fected with it, you doe not grieve forit, it is a ſigne 
that you want love to the Lord. You know what is 
noted of them in Jerem. 36. 24: Whenthe King had 
done an abominable action, that hee had cut the 
Roll in funder that Jeremiab gave him, and caſt it in- 
to the fire that was upon the hearth before him, it is 
al 
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z that thofe that were about him, d met ren 


their cloathes, nor petition to him, & c. As if he 
fhould fay; in this they difcovered a wonderful 
want of love to the Lord, and to this caufe, that 
they were not moved with this difhonour, that 
was offered to God, and to his ſervant, and tothe 
cauſe of Religion at that time. ‘You know what 
difpofition S. Paul had in this cafe, Acts 17. He ob. 
ferved, that the place, where he was, was given to 
Idolatry, the text faith, His ſpirit was ſtirred in bin, 
his zeale and his anger was kindled in his breaſt. 
Therefore conſider what your affections to the 
Lord are by this holy anger that is in you. cAtoafes 
you know, was the meekeft man upòn the earth, 
and yet you know how he was moved , how his 
zeale was kindled in his breat, when he faw the ido- 
latry of the people. 
2, Feare. In the next place confider your feare : For if you 
love the Lord, it will cauſe you to feare and tremble 
gat his word, and at his judgements: for whom a 
man love much, he regards much, and when a 
man regards another much, he is much affected 
with that he doth; Now when the Lord ſhall thew 
i fome tokens of his wrath, thoſe that dove him and 
eſteeme of him, thofe that prize him, cannot but be 
affected. Shall the Lyon roare, aui fhall not t he beafts 
Theſe fer- F the field tremble? Conſider how you are affe- 
preached in (cred therefore, when the Lord fhall diſcover any 
che time of the expreſſion of his wrath, and what doth he elfe in 
ae pre Ihe ſtroake, which is nowupor. lis place? is there 
not wrath gone out from the Lord? You . the 
ague 
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Plague is more particularly Gods hand, than any o- 
ther affliction: Therefore D A VID faith when: hee 
chofe the Plague, that he would chufe to fall into 
the bands of Ged, intimating that in that buſineſſe, 
God was in a more peculiar maner the doer of it. 
As the thunder is faid to be the voyce of the Lord, 
fo the Plague may properly be faid to be the 
ſtroake of the Lord, more peculiarly than any o- 
ther affliction. Conſider therefore what your af. 
fections are in this caſe; for, my beloved, let it not 
be in vaine to you, that the LO RD ſtretcheth forth 
his hand as hee doth now at this time among us. It 
is but yet in the beginning, and what is the LORDS 
meaning in it? Is itnotasa Meffenger fent upon 
an errand ? IH it had its anſwer, if that were done 
for which the Lord had ſent it, would he not re- 
move it againe ? Would he not bid the deſtroying 
Angel to put up his {word into his ſneath? Doubt- 
leſſe he would, if you would doe that at the begin. |, 
ning of this ſickneſſe, that muft be done before the... 
LORD will remove it from you. oe 
You will fay, what fhall wee doe then ? I be- 05e. 
ſeech you conſider what commonly is the cauſe 3 
| of a plague among us. Conſider what hath beene i. 
the caufe of the plague in former times. You fhall| “ 
find in Nwmb. 25. two caufes of the Plague. 2 racter,y. 
One was the ſuperſtition and Idolairie of the 
people: they began to bee yoaked with Idolatry, 
They joyned themfelves to Baal-Peor. I confeſſe that 
ſinne was not yet growne to any great height, it 
was but yet in the beginning, in the ſeedes, and 
Ee | yet! 
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yet you know how the Lord was offended with 
chem. | 
And the {fecond was fornication, the fane ofun- 


1 Fornication.| cleanneſſe that was committed. It is not likely that 


4.Unworthy | Sacrament. Many are fick among yor (faith the A- 


all the people fell into that finne of Idolatry, or into 
the finne of fornication, but yet the Lord was offen- 
ded with the whole Congregation for thofe that did 
it, as his manner is to be. So here youfce two cau- 
ſes of a plague, Idolatry a hich was but beginning, 
and the very admitting it into the Campe; and the 
Fornicati an of the people. 

Another cauſe of the plagu2 you hall find in Da 
vids numbring the people, it was their ſecurity an 
pride, and truſting to themſelves, and the creatures. 
for farely it was not Davids finne onely, (who hac 
ſome what forgotten God, and truſted to his moun. 
tain, and thought that was ſtrong enough) but it 
was the ſinne of the people. 

It is good (my beloved) to be ſecure out of con- 
fidence upon God, and therein, the more ſecurity the 
better; but to be fecure for any outward help, ei. 
ther in the number of men or fhips, or ſtrength, or 
policie, or becauſe we are compaſſed about with 
the walls of the Sea, or whatfoever it is wherein we 
think our fafety conſiſteth, the more confidence in 
this, the worſe. The Lord{motethe people for this 
fecurity in Davids time. : 7 

Another cauſe is, the unworthy receiving of the 


pofile) and many are dead, becaufe you receive the 
Sacia nent unworthily. The Lord is pleafed to pu- 
| nifh 


nilh that particular finne of receiving the Sacra- 


ment unworthily , with fome fickneffe or other, 
whether the plague or no, wee cannot fay, but this 


| 


we may be fure of, that this was the caufe why fo. 


many were ſick and dead. You know that paſſage 
in the Booke of Chronicles concerning Ezechias , 
when the people had not prepared themſelves a- 
right as they ought, he prayed to the Lord, and it is 
faid , The Lord healed the people: wee cannot fay 
what the Lord healed them of, but yet it makes it 
evident that the Lord hath fome way ſmitten them. 
Mofes for the omiffion of the Sacrament, the Lord 
would have flaine him; that is, he would have fent 


fomething upon him, whether fome diſraſe, as is | 


moft probable, or fome other thing which fhould 
have taken away his life in the end. The omiffion 
and — receiving of the Sacrament I put to- 
pon oth which move G O D to anger, and to in- 

ict plagues upon a people. 7 

I I will name yet one more beſides theſe, and tat 
is the coldneſſe and deacneſſe of their hearts who 
belong to the LORD, from whom he expects 
better things, and more zeale; which J gather 
hence: What was the reaſon that the zeale of Phi- 
neas ſtayed the plague ? Namh. 25. Becauſe his love 
was hot, and his anger was kindled in a holy man- 


ner againſt that 3/racliti[b man, andthe Middsanitifh | 
woman, that had committed fornication among.: 


the people. Ifthe zeale of Phineas was the cauſe 
of ftaying that plague, and of with-holding the, 


Ee 2 whom 


Lords hand, then ſurely the coldnefs of thofe from: 
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whom the L OR D lookes for much heat, for much 
fervency of ſpirit, whom GOD expects thould 
ſtand in the gap, fay, that is the cauſe that the Lord 
goes on in puniſhing. 
But what fhould we doe now to remove it? 
Amend the things that are amiſſe, Repent an 
men Amend, and he will returne from his fierce wrath 
pier i which hee not onely intendeth againſt us, but i 
1 Repentance: alſo already upon us; Labour to cleanfe you 
| hands from Idolatry and ſuperſtition, and clean 
the Land from the crying finne of uncleanneſſe am 
fornicatior,ind every man labour to purifie his own 
heart. paue" 
e And againe, to turne to the LOR D, to tak 
oflccurity. heed of fecuritie, which is a forerunner of a n 
ine, as a gteat Calme is a forerunner of an Earth 
quake. | : 
ä Againe, take heed of receiving the Sacramer 
3. To take heed unworthily; many of you this day have receivec 
ofreceiving | therefore I fhould {peake fomething particular! 
anworthily. to them, but in truth this concernes all among us 
but chiefly let me ſpeake to thoſe a little that axe: 
ble to pray, that have fome fire in them, that has 
had the work of Grace in their hearts wrought b 
the Spirit of G O D, that have fome ſparkes, if the 
were blowne up, that are fit men to ſtand in tl 
gappe; It belongs to you, my bretheren, to de 
* ſomething that the LO R D ar, fae his hand: ar 
What che Lord remember that when the Lord begins to fend for 
expe&s, when/tokens of his wrath and diſpleaſure againſt a N 
a [ clon, it is a time wherein he expects and lookesf, 


judgements. 
i | Humil 
| eee es a ms ——̃ ͤ ——— — D 


Humiliationand Repentance: Therefore take heed | 
of neglecting that in 1/4.22. In that day (faith the | 
Lord) when I called for humiliation, behold killing 
of fatlings and Oxen, Gc, Therefore know what 
your dutie is, and learn now to fee what belongs 
to you to doe, thew your love to the Lord in trem- 
bling at his judgements, in being zealous for his 
Names fake: as indeed where there is abundance of 
love there is alwayes exceeding much zeale: So it 
was with S. Paul, fo it was with Elias, ſo it was with 
Mofes fo it hath been with all the Saints. And fo 
much for this. | 
Another property of love is this, that it doth 
not play the Huckſter with the Lord (as we fay ) it 
doth not bring things to an exact account, but 
when a man loveth, he is willing to doe what offi- 
ces of love and friendfhip he can, and he doth not 
ſtand to look for an exact recompence; ( for that is 
to play the Huckfter, to make a bargaine with God) 
but the nature of love and true friendſhip, whereſo- 
evér it is found, is this, to be free in doing that it 
doth, atid not to ſtand to examine how much they 
{ould doe, and How much they fhall receive for 
doing of it; but to doe it with libertie and with. 
freedome. And ſo it will be if your love be right 
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Where there, 
is love, there is 
zeale. 


8. Propert or | 
love, it dot 


things freely. 


1. It will not 


limi: it ſelf te 


to the L ORD, you will not ſtand halfe-penny- duties. 


worthing, you will not ſtand conſidering what you 
are bound to doe of neceſſity, whether you are 


bound to pray id your families or no, or whether 


you are boundto keepe the Sabbath fo exactly and 
preciſely as is commanded; whether you are 
N Ee 3 bound 


2. Ie will 
: ‘indenr with 
God for re- 
' ward, 


tot 


though the Lord be flow and ‘flick in rewarding 
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* that what you doe cometh not from love 


ence? Why doe you blame thoſe that goe furt 
than your ſelves are willing to goe? Why doe 
you quarrell with that exactneſſe, and preciſeneſſe, 
and ſtrictneſſe which is required in walking in the 
wayes of GO D? Love is abundant in the worke 
it doth, and if you love the LO R D, you will not 
fet limits to your felves, you will not have fuch 
thoughts as theſe; I will doe as much as ſhall bring 
mee to Heaven, and no more; I will take fo much 
paines as that J may not be dam ned: but to exceed, 
and doe more than needs, this J hope may be ſpa- 
red, and I may goe to heaven notwithſtand ing well 
enough, though Igoe not fo faſt as other men. No, 


beloved, if their be love in you, you will fttive to 
doe the utmoſt of your power, it is the nature of 


love ſo to doc. ; 
Againe, youwill bee fo exa&, nor indent 
with the LOR D what hee will doe to you, but 


YOU, 


. 


you, though hee ftay long, ‘aad fuffer you to goe 
on without taking any notice of you, as it were 
Nay perhaps hee gives you many afflictions an 
perſecutions, povertie, trouble, fickneffe, &c. 
though the LO R D doth net doe what you expect, 
yet your love will be free, it willgoe on, you 
will be ready to ſay as S. Paal did, I know whom 
I kave trufted : that is, he was reſolved to ferve 
the L OR D, to doe his utmoſtz though the Lord 
did reſerve himſelfe and the recompence of re- 
ward to a further time, yet he was content. Such 
a diſpoſition will be found in thoſe that love the 
Tord I eſus. l | 
Againe you may judge of your love tothe Lord 
IE Sus by another propertie of love, which isa ha. 
tred of finne, by your hatredof that whichis con- 


thing than by hatred; for all hatred is properly 
rooted in love: for yau hate nothing but becaufé 
you love the contrary; therefore if you love the 
Lord I E S U S you will hate finne, Examine your 
ſelves by this, for it is a fure rule, if you love the 
LORD, vou will hate that whichisevill, = 
Tou will fay, [hope I doe that. „ T S 
Itis well if you doe, butietus confider that 
it may be you may be angry with finne, but doe 
you hate finne 2 That was the commendations 
that the Lord gives tothe Church in Rev. 2. Thon 
hates the works of the Nicolaitans, which 1 alfo hate, 
Therefore, it you would know whether- yon love, 


the Lord Ieſus, trie it hy this, Doe you hate finne : 
Ee | You’ 
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trayr to him; for love is not better known by any 
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Object. You will fay, how fhall wee know whether wee 
hate it or no? | 
Anfwer, | Inthefethree things you fhall find wherein hatred 
Three diffe- differs from anger, and thereby youmay cxamine 

rences be- your ſelves. | 
a Firft hatred is more of generalls; a Man hates 
1. Hatred is | al] drunkards if he hate drunkenneffe : hee hates 
more general. 21] ‘Toads and all ſerpents if he hate poyfon. - A| 
Man is angry with this or that particularly, but ha- 
tred is of all. I would aske thee, doeſt thou hate all 
ſinne, every thing that is called ſinne, ali that be. 
longs to finne ? If it be this or that ſinne that you 
make againſt, you are but angry with finne, you] ` 
doe not hate ſinne: for hatred falls away upon the 
generall. Examine therefore if you find this dif- 
poſition in your hearts, that you hate every finne, 
that your hearts riſe againſt every thing thar is fin- 
full, whatſoever is contrary to the LO RD, whatſoe- 
ver you apprehend under the notion of ſinne, that 
you hate, and reſiſt, and ftrive againſt: this is a ſig ne 

that you love the Lord. i 

Hlarred js| . Secondly, hatred defires the utter deftruction of 
more cruell. the thing it hates: anger doth not fo: Anger defires 
but a revenge proportionable to theinjurie : there- 
fore we fay there is a kind of Iuftice in anger, it 
would not have the party that it is angry with, to 
be deſtroyed, but it would have him fenfible ofits 
diſpleaſure, it would have ſomething done that 
might anſwer the injurie that is offered; but hatred 
defires the deftruction ofa thing utterly. Now,doe 
| you fo with your" finnes ? Doe you defire to have 


them 
kenem SS iss SS Aa SS teense 
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them wholly extirpateand rooted out of you? to 
have your lufts throughly and perfectly mortified ¢ 
Are you willing to have finne fo cleane taken a- 
way, that you may have no libertie to have dal. 
liance with it in any kind? Doe you hate it fo 
as that youcannotendure to come neere it, nor to 
have it withiayourfight? It is a ſigne you hate it 
indeed. | 

Laftly, Hatred differeth from Arger in this, that 
it is implacable : Hatred comes from judgement, 
and it continues, and therefore hatred is nat a paf- 
fion, but we call it an affection ʒ iti is a berit, a diſpo- 
ſition and frame of the will; Anger is a paſſion that 
dies, and flittes away after a time; but hatred con- 
tinues. Is your diſpoſition ſuch to your finnes ? 
examine your ſelves; nothing is more frequent, my 
brethren, than to be humbled for fome gńne, which 
amazeth you for the preſent, but doth your hatred 
continue? If not, youdoe but fall out with your 
finnes onely, and; grow friends with them fagaine. 
If you did hate them as you fhould, you would ne- 
ver return to amity with them more. 

Many a man takes reſolutions to himſelfe, I will 
be drunke no more, I willbea Gamefter no more, 
I will not commit ſuch and fuch. groffe finnes, as I 
have done, any more; perhaps fame fhame, or 
ſome feare hath followed him, fome deep appre- 
henfion of wrath and judgement, which fet him 
upon this reſolution for the preſent; but if the heart 
be right, that thou hateſt ſiune as thou ſhouldeſt, 
thou wilt continue hating of it. Therefore conſi- 

5 er, 


3. Hatred is 
implacable. 
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der, whether yon love the Lord Jefus by this triall, 
whether your hearts hate finne in your conftant re- 
ſolution or no. This was the difpofition that was in 
Lot, His richteons foule was vexed with the ancleam 
conver {ation of the Sedomites that is, he did not onely 
abſtaine from the acts that they did, but his foule 
. wrought againft them, he was vexed with them, as 
a man is vexed with a thing that is contrary to his 
diſpoſition. 
doit is faid of Mofes, He ſtood in the Deore of she 

Tabernacle, and he wept as he ſtood: his heart was mo- 
ved in him. It is not enough to abſtaine from ſinne, 
but to hate finne, and that is an argument of our love 
to the Lord Jeſus: take this therefore for another 
tryall of your love. - 
Againe, there is one more, which wee cannot 
leave outs though it be a thing knowne unto you, 

et becaufe the Scriptures give it as a peculiar figne 
by which we may judge of our love to the Lord, it 
muft not be paſſed by, and that is our love to the 
Saints; and there is good reafon given of it, if we 
conſider well, 1 Joh. 4.20. Wilt thou fay thou kavef 
God whom thou haft not ſcen, and yet loveſt not thy 
brother whom thou haft ſeen? The meaning is this, 
fora Man to love the Lord who is immortall, in- 
viſible, who dwelleth in light inacceſſible, is a more 
difficult thing thantolovethy Brother whem thou 
feeft. For why doe we love the Lord, but becaufe 
wee conceive him under fuch anotion? We think 
of him as fuch 4 God, having fuch and fuch attri- 
bytes : Now faith the Apoftle, whatfoever thou 
) : con- 
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conceiveſt of God, that si image and difpofition 
is ſtamped on Man like thy felfe, thou fhalt fee the 
very fame difpofition in a holy Man that is in the f 
Lord himfelf. Indeed it differeth in the degree ex- 
ceedingly, there is but a glimpſe of it, yet why is it 
faid thatthe image of God is renewed, but that there 
is in holy men a diſpoſition like the nature of God ? 
Now this is in a more remiſſe degree in man, and 
therefore more ſutable to our weakneſſe; as you 
know, difficulty comes from diſproportion, it is a 
harder thing to love the LO R D, than a man like 
our ſelves. If therefore we doe not leve men like 
our ſelves, in whom is ſtamped a diſpoſition like 
the nature of G O D, and his Image, in {ome degree, 
ſurely we cannot loveche Lord who is fo far above | 
us. 

Againe, a. Man like our ſelves is viſible, we {ee | 
his actions, we heare him ſpeake, we know more 
plainly the frame of his diſpoſition, and therefore 
it is more eaſie to love a holy Man than to love the 
Lord : For ſo is the Apoftles argument ; Doe nor 
think that thou loveſt the Lord whom thou never 
ſaweſt, when thou doſt not love thy brother whom 
thou ſeeſt daily. Therefore we may conclude thus 
much, If we love not the Saints and holy men, it is 
certain we love not the Lord. | | 

I confeſſe every manis ready to fay (inthis cafe ) 

he lovesholy men. | 

I would put you tothistryall, and aske you but 
this queftion you fhall know it by this: Doe you 
love all the Saints? Youthall find that the Apoſtle f 


S. Paul 
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S- Paul ſtill in his Epiſtles puts in that caution, Love 
0 toall the Saints, II ai he grace and holineſſe, 
thou wilt love it whereſoever it is. Many men will 
love fome particular grace, eſpecially when it fui- 
teth with their diſpoſition, and is agreeable to them, 
and to their conſtitution; but to love all grace, to 
love all holineſſe in all the Saints, whereſoever it is 
found, it is an infallible ſigne that thou loveſt the 
Lord Jefus. 9 
2. To love Againe, doeft thou love none but them ; that 
none burchem | where grace is, thou loveſt, and where itis not, thou 
complacencie, | Withdraweft thy love? | 
But you will fay, would you have us to love 
none but the Saints? I anfwer, it is true, we ought 
to love all others with a love of pitie, wee thould 
(thew abundance of this love to all mankind , but 
then there is a love of complacencie and delight, 
and with this love wee ought to love none but the 
Saints. : | 
. Tolove Againe, thirdly, doe you love them as they ex- 
E cell in holineſſe? Many men can love one that hath 
but ſome degree of grace; bi if itbe one that hath! 
more exactneſſe than ordinarie, that hath procee- 
ded higher in holineſſe than he thinks requifite, here 
his heart is ready to quarrell , and to rife againſt 
hi ; a ‘>>, , 


im. : 
12 Laſtly. doe you manifeſt your love by delighting 
„ | in their company, and by the fruits of love towards 
J... [them 2? You may profeſſe much, and fay much, but 
„ [OF all other things, company is the worſt diſſem 
oe | bled. “Will you profeffe that ‘yout love the Saints, 
— | 7 | and 
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ſand that you delight in them, and yet defire to bee 
in any Company rather than in theirs? That when 
you are among them, you are as if you were out of 
your element, yea more, as if you were out of your 
ſowne Center? In is impoſſible but that thoſe that 
are moved by the fame ſpirit, ſnould bee beft plea- 
ſed when they are in one and the fame ſociety. Put 
all thefe things together, and by theſe you may 
judge whether you love the faints or no. 
You will object, I doe love the Saints, but who | obieg, 
are they? I love non hypocrites, And foit is made 
a notable excuſe. . 
I will not wiſh thee to love the hypocrites, onely 
take heed thou ſuffer not the imps. and. inſtruments Anſw. 
of the Divell to paint out the true Saints unto thee | Men hate the 
in the colout of hypocrites: thou., mutt. confider | pretence that 
that it hatb been the ufuall manger to caſt that a- | they are hypo- 
fperfion upon all the Saints, upoe all holy men in 
all ages, as the Apoſtle faith in 2 Cox, We are as de- 
ceivers though true: that is the common efteeme 
that the world hath of the Saints, they judge them 
to be deceivers, and to be men that profeſſe them- |. 
felves to be otherwife than they. are. You know 
what was faid of JESUS CHRIS T; (ome faid 
of him, he was a good man, others (aid, nay, he was a 
| deceiver of she people. You know what was faid of 
David, that he was a ſubtle matt, one that went a- 
bout to deceive others. S. Paul, you know, was 
reckoned the great impoſtor of the world + this was 
alwayes laid upon the Saints : therefore let not the 
Divels intruments deceive thee in that. . 
| Beſides , 
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Befides, why are they Hypocrites? Is it becauſe 
there are fome (hewes of holineſſe in them? Surely 
that is not argument enough. | 

Thou wilt fay becauſe they doe not anfwer that 
which in their profeffion they make fhew to be. 

If that be the reaſon, why doft thou not pitch thy 
hatred upon thoſe that are found to be ſo? And to 
conclude this, you muſt know, that no man ſpeakes a- 
gainſt Religion, or hates Religion under its owne 
notions, under its on name, but ſomething elfe muft 
be put upon it, the name of Hypocriſie, or the 
like. 

And it is the common condition of men whofe 
hearts are not upright, that they are not able to 
judge aright of the wayes of God ; a man that hath 
not grace himſelf, cannot poſſibly judge aright o 
grace in others: but J haſten, I muft now proceed 
in the point I formerly began to inſiſt on, namely, 
in fhewing you the meanes of getting this love, and 
of increafing ft. | 

I fhewed formerly fome meanes to get this love 
and to increaſe it. 

As firſt, Prayer, for it is the gift of the Spirit. 

Secondly, to befeech the Lord to ſnew himſelf to 


ou. 
We will adde but one now at this time, to thew 
you the way more fully to attaine this love. 
It you would love the Lord, remove the impedi. 
ments. 
What are thoſe? 
They are two. 


Strange- 
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Strangeneſſe, and uncircumciſion of heart, or 
worldly-mindedneffe. 

Firft, ſtrangeneſſe is a great impediment to love. 
It ts an obfervation that the Philofopher hath, that 
ſtrangeneſſe, when we doe not falute, and converſe 
one with another, is a meanes of diſſolving friendſhip; 
fo inthis cafe, when there growes a ftrangeneffe be. 
tween God and us, it unti¢s and loofens that love 
and communion that ſnould be between us. There- | - 
fore, if you would preferve your love to the Lord, |: 
ſuffer not your hearts to ſit loofe from him, fuffer ‘Bofdnefs the | 
not a ſtrangeneſſe to grow between. God and you. 8 | 
For ſtrangeneſſe breeds fearfulueſſe, and fearfulnefs | 
looſeneth love, as boldneſſe is the Parent and Nurfe - 
of love, and which increafeth it. a 

Beſides, when there growes a. ftrangenefle be- 
tween G O D and us, We. begin not to know the 
LOR D, there growes an ignorance and fo there is 
an intermiffiog, of thofe reciprocall offices of love 
between us; that even as it is among the Saints, 
the forfaking of their fellowibip loofeneth their 
love, and ſo ſtoppeth the entercourſe of good du- 
ties that fhould be among them: fo it is with the 
Lord. And therefore if you would maintaine love 
withthe Lord, draw neer to him, and he will draw neer 
to %%. 2 a 8 
How ſhall we doe that? | 

By {peaking much to him, by hearing him fpeake 
tous, by retiring to him upon all occaſions for con- 
folation and comfort, : 

If thou receive any injury: from men, wrangle 

7 not 


of the love of |, 
rift. 


r.Scrangenefs.| . 
ic diflolyeth 
love. 


2. It breedeth 
ignorance. 


Quel. 
Anſiv. 


How to draw 
noer in ac- 
quaintance 
with G 
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not with them, but doe as David did, betake tay 

ſelf to prayer, take heed of ſinnc; for that of 9 

| 


other things will breed a ſtraageneſſe betweene 
G O Dand thee, and if you doe fail out, feek tobe 
reconciled again as foon as may be, labour to en- 
tertain a continua l commerce between God and thy 
ſelf, obſerve conftantly his dealing wih ther, 
and obſerve again thy carriage towards him, this 
will breed a familiaritie between God and thee. ` 
And above all, be much in prayer; for that in a 
ſpeciall manner maintaines and increaſeth this per 


munion and familiaritie between the LOR D and 
thee. | 

2.Uncircumci-| Againe, the other thing that hinders, is uncir- 

fion of heart. cumciſion of heart, or worldly-mindedneſſe; in 

Deut. 30. 6. I will circumciſẽ your hearts, aud yos 

foall love me with all your foules, and with all your 

hearts. As if he fhould fay, that which keepes 

youfrom loving mee, from delightibg in mee, is 

the uncircumciſion of your hearts, that is, your 

worldly tufts, and worldly cares, and worldly de- 

fires, when thefe abound in your hearts, they keep 

you from loving the LORD: Therefore in 

1John2. Ifyou love the world, the love of the Fa- 

ther is notin you. Come to any particular, and you 

thall find it fo: if you love wealth, you cannot 

love the LORD, if you love pleafures, if you 

‘love praife with men, ifyou love honours, &c. 

you cannot love the Lord, the love of GO D and 

vaine - glory, the love of God and covetoufneffe 

will not ftand together. Therefore if you will 

| love 
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love the LO R D, you muſt have your hearts cir- 
cumciſed, that is, you muft have thefe ſinfull luſts 
cu off; for nothing quencheth love fo much as 
theſe. You know, the love of an adulterer quen- 
cheth the conjugall love of the Wife to the Hul- 
band: your love of the world is adulterie, the, Scrip- 
ture calls it ſo: therefore if you love that, it quen- 
cheth your love to the Lord. : 
You willfay, May wenot love the things of the 
World? i 
Yes, my brethren, onely take heed that it be not 
an adulterous love. FS ä 
How fhallwe know that? 
You may know by this; if it doe leſſen your 
love to G O D: you may know whether your love 
to any creature, to any ſport or recreation bé adul- 
terous or no. A chaſt Wife may love many men 
beſides her Husband ; but if it once begin to leſſen 
her love to her Husband, that is an adulterous love: 
There fore if you would love the Lord aright; bee 
fure to cut off this, for it breedes a diſfa- de be- 
tween God and you. As it is ſaid of 4b/alom, when 
the hearts of the people went with Ab ſulom, they 
fell from David the Eing; fo when out hearts, are 
ftollen away with the love òt carthly ‘Bing’, ò 
love to the L O.R Disleffened with it; Thetéfére 
I fay, if you will love the Lord aright, you muſt de 
carefull to remove this: for the cares of the World, 
the luſts and divers pleafures;thefe chouke the V, 
of the Lord, they are the) greaten qutricii-eqales of c. 
o ee A ea E ae 
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. i Love, you know, is of an uniting quality, when 
_ any ets — between God and us, i you may 
befure, will hinder ourlove. Now there are many 
things that lye between God and us. 
Some things lie in our underſtandings, tempts 
tions to Atheifme, temptations to think char the 
A ge are not true, temptations to judge 2 
er, miffe of God in any thing, temptations to doubt 
of the favour of God; Tnefe lie in the underſtan- 
ding between God and us,and are contrary to love, 
for love uniteth. 
what in he But in the will there Iyeth much more, fome- 
Will. times vaine hopes, fometines vaine feares, fome- 
times one thing, fometimes another. If there be 
any inordinate luft after any creature, after any 
thing in the World, it Iyeth betweene GO D and 
us, and makes a feparation betweene us; and till 
that be removed, GOD and wee cannot come 
together, till there bee an union, wee cannot ful- 
ly love. Therefore if you would love the LORD, 
have your hearts circumcifed, that is, have thofe 
things removed out of your underſtanding, and 
out of your will. Take away thofe obftacles that 
lye between GOD and you: And if you cannot 
oe it your ſelves, goe to C HR IST, it is hee that 
— us with the Circumcifion made withent 


Againe, when you have done this, that you 

Cole fps. may grow in love to the LOR D, learne to Laow 
al helpto the Lord, for the more you know him, the more 
i vou will love him. What is the reafon that the 
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you read the Scriptures, and obferve the workes 
of Gods Providence in every particular; learne by 
this to know God: as you know a man by his a&i- 
ons and carriage, learne to have fuch an Ides of God, | 
as he hath defcribed himfelfin his word; that hee 
is true of his word, thae hee is full of neſſe, 
that hee is abundant in long - ſuffering and patience, 
that he is exceeding mercifull beyond meaſure, &c, 
Labour to fee his wifdome, his goodneſſc, and his 
I mercy, labour to know G O D: for when we come 
to know him aright, by that wee come to love him. 
Why doe we love one Man more than another, 
but becauſe we conceive him under fuch a notion, 
wee conceive his heart to bee of fuch and fuch a 
frame, wee thinke him to bee a Man of fuch and 
fuch a condition? When wee thus conceive the 
LORD, it will teach us to love him more. There- 
fore this you muſt know, that for you onely to 
looke upon things that are beneficiall to you, as 
forgiveneſſe of finnes, and Adoption, and an inhe- We matt 
ritance in Heaven, that is not love to the Lord. It is 
true, you fhould doe all this, but thae which you his excell 
are Ape me i to doe, is to look to the Eſſence of ch, 3 
God, to fee fuch excellencies in him, that thereby cx 
you may bee led home to him: and therefore that 
you may know him the better, you muſt be taught 
of him. Againe, you muft * onely know * 
=. O Fi 2 ut 
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| but you muſt likewife have affurance of his love t 
ou, for when you know the excellencies of th 
Lord , unleſſe you have aflurance of his love to you 
it is not ſufficient. Take a man of the higheſt place 
and of the moft excellent quality; if thou con 
ceive that he hath a hallow. heart towards thee 
thou caniſt not p. ſſibly love him: Thou muft be 
perſwaded of the love of the Lord to thee. There 
fore in the Text it is faid to be Faith which wor- 
Loth by love. The increaſe of the affurance 
ot Gods love therefore is the 
„„ mceanes to increaſe thy 
e wes ik love to him, l 
* 


s 
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GALAT, 5. 6. Pte w 
For in Jefus Chriſt, neither circumeifion evaileth any 
thing, nor uncircunociſiou, but Faith which werketh 


by Love- . 


= „ 
UN HE laf thing we did was to give 
von the properties of love to the 
Now that which remaines to be 


| SS) which hath been faid, that is, to 
briog your hearts and the rule together, and to 


beloved, the word that we-deliver.to you thould 


brought home to your particular practice. For my) 
be like Nailes, driven home to the head, fe/tewed 7 | 
| Ff 3 the : 


— 
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the Ma ers of the aſſembiꝝ, as the Wife man {peakes, 
that they may ſtick and abide im the Soule, as for- 
ked arrowes doe in the bodie, that they may not 
cafily fall out againe. Therefore the maine bufi- 
neſſe that wee have to doe in preaching the Word, 
is to faften thefe words tlus upon your hearts. 
That which wee will doe therefore at this time, 
hall bee to exhort you to queſtion your owne 
hearts, and to examine them vpenyourbeds , whe. 
therthefe characters and properties of love whieh! 
have beene delivered, doe agree to you or no. For, 
as the Apoſtle faith, Vnleſſe you bee in CHRIST, 
that is, unleſſe you bee knit to CHRIST in love, 
you are reprobates: it concernes every man there- 
fore that heares me at this time, to examine this ſtri- 
ctiy with himſelfe. | oe a 
Wee will expoſtulate the matter a while wittr you 
at this time, and you muſt expoſtulate the matter 
betweene G O D and your owne conſciences, whe- 
ther this love be in you or no. And although in- 
deed this needeth not any diſtinct dividing into 
branches, yet that wee may helpe your memories, 


we will put it into a number. 
lop. Krane And fir wee will make this expoftulation, 
| thew, You chat profeſſe you love the L OR D, (as who 


will not bee readie to doe that, to fay hee loveth 
CHRIS T:) bueyet as the Apoſtle S. To HN 
ſpeaketh of love to the brethren, that men love 
hens in ſnew, and not in truth; fo itis with moft 
men, they love the Z'O RD in word and in pro- 
feſſion, but they love him net in deed aud ‘in 


f truth: 
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truth: therefore firft let meeaske you this. 

You that ꝓrofeſſe you love the Lo & D, doe you 
not grieve him, and vexe him from day to day, 
and provoke him by your words ahd by your 
workes? If this be your cafe, it is certaine you 
love him not indeed. Some there are that pro- 
fele much love to the LORDIESYVYS, but 
yet ſpend their time idly, are diligent in no cal- 
ling, but- wafte their precious opportunities in 
ſports, in idle viſitations, in gaming, in doing no- 
ching that is profitable, either to themſelves or o- 
thers, but eat and drink, and rife up to play: 
It is the caſe of many of your young ntlemen: 
a fhamefull thing before men,and inable in 
the fight of GOD, that men fhould live like 
beafts, and make their foules like the foules of 
‘Swine, ferving for. nothing butto keepe their bo- 
dies from putrefaction, doing fo much the leſſe 
worke, becaufe they have the more wagess bury- 
ing fo many precious talents, whereof their time is 
the chiefe becaufe it helpeth to improve all the reſt: 
of which they fhall give an exact account at that 
day, When GOD fhal judge-the fecrets of mens 
hearts according to aur Geſpell, Doa you profeſſe 
that you love the Lord IE SVS, and doc youneg- 
lect him thus? a 
FBeeſides this mocking of the Lord, and diſſem- 
bling with him, you deale-moft foolifhly with 
your ſelves: for all the comfort that you ſhall e- 
ver find in this life, it will bee from working, from B 
being ferviceable to God, and profitableto mens f 

a Fre emptie 
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emptie lives caufe but emptie joy. Therefore ifa- 
ny mao fhall find this to bee his cafe, ex amine it, it 
is but a falfe profeſſion of love. And as E fpeake 
to thoſe that ‘are young, that ſpend their time Ni. 
hil azendo : Sol may fay the fame to thoſe that are 
of more y cares, that waft their lives in doing 
lomething indeed, but. it is not that which they 
ſhould doe, or in doing it in another manner than 
they ought; thoſe that are fo drowned in buſineſſe, 
ſo overwhelmed with emploiment, fo occupied 
vith outward things abroadm, that they have no vacã- 
cie to feede their Soules wit hin, to cloath them with 
graces. For you muft know, my brethren, that 


a e |your foules have need to beetrimmed every mor- 
r: ſpect as well ning, as well as the bodic, they have need of 
as the body. | 


breakefaft, and dinner, and exercife, as well as 
the bodie ‘and as you faile in giving this due re- 
ſpect to the foule daily, fo you ſhall find that pro- 
| portionably in that degree the inward man will 
languifh, and grow faint. But to {peake a word 
unto you likewife : Doe youthinke-that you love 
the LOR DIESUS in good earneſt, and yet 
have ſcarce leifure to thinke of him from mor- 
ning to night; that you cannot take time tofpeake 
to him, to ſeeke him, nor to prepare your hearts 

for him? | 
Beſides this generall, come to particular finnes, 
Sabbath - breaking, ‘neglecting of private prayer, 
Wherein Icf- | vaine-fpeeches, concupifcence and ſinfull luſts, fe- 
ok pean cret courfes of uncleannefs, ſwearing, if not by 
| [ereater, yet by leffer oathes, which- indeed in this 


exceed 
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exceed the greater, becauſe in the other you ſweare 
by the Creatour, in theſe by the. creatute. You 


that. doe theſe. things, will you Gy. you love the 


LORD? You muſt know that it is a coatradicti- 
on, it is impoſſible: For, F yon love mee keepe my 
Commandements It you keepe not the Com- 


— 


| 1:3 


mandements. of GO D, certainely yon lyve. him 


not. ‘ ae 

But it may bee, you. will. fay that your mea- 
ning is good, that you are well-affected to 
CHRIST, and therefore ſurely you doe not 
hate him. r 2 
My brethren; you are. deceived in this, your 
meaning is not good; for while you caſt the com- 
mandements of God behind you, you caſt him a- 
way: and let me fay to you in this cafe, as you 


have it in Jerem. 3. 4. You profeſſe well in faying, | 


Thou art my Father, and the guide of my yenth, but 
you doc evili mere and more. So J fay, when you 
profeſſe that you love the Lord, and that you reckon 
him your Father, and. your Husband, thus you fay 
indeed, but you doe evill more and more; And that 


Object. 


Anſw. 

He that neg- 
leGteth Gods 
coumande- 
ments, loves 
him not. 
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is a certaine argument you love not the L OR D. 


Therefore examine your felves by this rule: For if 
you love the Lord, you will reverence him. You 
know, whom weg love wee reverence, and whom 
wee reverence wee dare not doe any thing unmeet 
in their fight. Take any one whom we love, whoſe 
good opinion wee ſeek for, wee had rather that all 
the world ſhould. fee us doe an unſeemely thing, 
than that he ſnould ; and certainly: if you love the 


LORD, 
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Lo D, you would not dare to provoke him to 
anger. Therefore this careleſſeneſſe in ferving of 
him isa certaine figne of want of love to the Lord 
LESY S, this frarefulneſſe, and carelefnefle, when 
you dare not fhew your courage for him, when 
you account it a {mall matter to commit finne 
againtt G OD, this arifeth from the defect of your 
Ove. 


1. Trial. In the ſecond place, as you may trie your love 
_ | By our foreow) by your taking care not to offend GOD, fo like- 


after we have | wife youmay trie it by your ſorrow and griefe after 
7 — you — offended ‘him, For you muſt know 
| this, chat love, as it hath the greateſt joy of any 

thing elfe, when it obtaines that which tt would 
have, fo it is attended with the moft exquifite 
griefe, when it is diſappointed. As whea one lo- 
veth another earneſtly, if any breach fall ont that 
ſhall make a ſeparation between them, if any 
ſtrangeneſſe grow betweene them, if they love, 
they will never be at reſt, it will trouble and diſ- 
quiet them; but as the ſcripture fpeakes, they are 
ick of love, that is, they cannot be quiet while! 
there is ſuch a condition, while there is any aliena- 
tion, while there are breaches and offences een 
them: for you know that nothing is ſo ſweet as 
love; as you have it in Cant. 1. Love is letter than 
Wine, and, as David expreſſeth it, Pſal. 63. 3. Thy 
loving kindneſſe is better than life. So ſweet (I fay) 
4s love, as ſweet as wine, and better than life. Now 
by the rule of contraries; then, to have a breach 
; made, to havc abarre, and an interruption in this | 
3 ve loving 
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loving kindneffe of the Lord towards us, or in our 

love towards him, itis bitter as wormewood, and 
ſharpe as death. Therefore you may examine your 

ſelves by the offences you offetto God, when th 

are paft: if you love him, it is certaine they will 

trouble you exceedingly : for fo much ſorrow for | 5, much br- 
finne, fo much love. And you may take it for | row for finne, 
a fure rule; in what meaſure any man defires to | ſo much love. 
pleaſe the Lord, in that meaſure hee will be grieved 

that he hath difpleafed him. Therefore examine 

thy felfe , Haft thou ſinned againſt him many times, 

and doeſt thou looke back upon thoſe finnes in a 

careleſſe manner? Be ſure that thou loveſt him 

not. Examine this by that which paſſeth betweene 

man and man: When a Father or a Husband hath 

any thing eommitted againft them by a. Child, or a 

Wife, if they fhall withdraw themſelves, and pro- 

feſſe themſelves diſpleaſed, and yet the Child or 

the Wife, in the meane time, be never troubled at 

this, but be at ref ell enough content it fliould 

bee ſo, and are not diſquieted for it; will not the 

parent or husband take this exceeding ill at their 

hands, when he ſeeth his diſpleaſure fleighted ¢ 

For this is much greater thanthe offence it felfe. So 


ward diſpoſition, than the finne it felfe- Fherefore ; 
this — 
— EE O 
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this want of ſorrow for finne, is a fure argument 
that you love not the L ORD. Von may take that 
for one ſigne of want of love, that you commit fins: 
againſt God from day to day, For, doe but goe to 
your neighbours, and profeſſe your love to them, 
and yet injure them againe and againe, not caring 
| what wrong you doe to them, will they thinke that 
fuch a profeſſion as you make is true ? And will 
the LORD regard when you fay that you love 
him, if you provoke him to anger, and renew: 
your finnes, and relapfe into them againe and a- 
gainc; and when you have fianed, take it not to! 
heart? No my Brethren, if you doe love him. 
you will doe as it is f:id, Zech. 12. when you have 
finned, you will mourue as hee that mournetih for bis 
onely ſonne; your hearts will melt, as deſiabs did; 
your hearts will ſmite you, as Davids did him: 
thus it is with all that love him in deed and in truth. 
Therefore in Levit, 16. 29. and likewife Levit. 23. 
27. (they are both one and the ſame) the LORD 
appoints a feaſt and a meetipg tegether for clean. 
fing of ſinnes, it was the feaſt of atonement; faith 
hee, In that day when yon come together to offer 
facrifice unto mee, and to make an atonement, you 
ſhall humble your foules, and whofoever doth mot af. | 
flict bis fonde on that day, hee ſball bee cut off from! 
his people. Asif he fhould fay, At that day you 
come to reconcile your {elves to the Lord, you 
make proſeſſion of your love to him, and of the 
defire, you, have to be friends with him: Now if 
you come and: make this ptofeſſion, and doe not 


humble! 
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umble your ſelves, nor afflict your foules on that 

day for thoſe breaches that have beene betweene 

O D and you, all your profeſſion is but diſſimula- 

tions and fuch a man as will thus diſtemble sith 

the Lord, fi:ail be cut off from his people. So, I fay, 

when you profefle that. you love the lord, and yet 

have hard hearts, that there is no ſoftneſſe there, 

that your hearts doe not melt towards him, but 

when you have finned, you cn looke backe upon 

your finnes without any diſturbance at all; know 

that it is but diſſembling with the Jord, and ycu are 

worthy to be cut off from his people. ae 
Icome to a third tryall: If you love the LordIe- | 37747. 

ſus, have you your hearts after his owne heart? that after Gods ow 

is the diſpoſition of all thoſe that love him. Acre 13. | 

22. the Lord faithto Navid, I have found a man 

after mineowne heart that will doe what ſoever Iwill: 

That is, looke howthe Lord himfelfe was aff. &ed 

in any buſineſſc, ſo was Davids heart affected, and 

ſo is it with all thoſe that love the L O F. D (for this 

is proper to the Saints: ( if you love the Lord, you 

will be of one heart with him: If wee have hearts 

after his heart, as every Chriſtian muſt have in his 

meafure ) though perhaps hee reach not Davids 

meaſure) in all the turnings of our lives, upon all 

occaſions, in the diverſe difpofition of our wills, 

we will be conformable to the Lords will, we will 

be like God, affected inevery thing as he is affected. 

But, you will fay, this is a hard thing, how fhail we Nueſt. 
diſcerne it? | Le 
You fhal! difcerne it by thefe two things: if fo Anfø. ` 

“Be | 
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be affected ashe is, you will doe whatſoever hee 


our hears ate will; as thoſe words are added concerning David, 
fo. 


1. By hating 
chat Ged hares 
a è Conia. 


2. By loving 
thoſe that feate 
the Lord. 


Ob; ect. 


| whofoever they are, though perhaps they are not 


creatures, now you have common friends and com. 
mon enemies. 1 
Doe not object now, that you are willing to doe 
$ ° . ° . p` 
ſo, if they were fincere and upright, but they are 


I have found a man after mine owne heart, for be wil ! 
doe what ſo ver I will. Youmay examine your {elves 
by that; Doe you doe whatſoever hee will? Are 
your affections aright, that you love what he loves, 
and hate what he hates? For your actions are the 
immediate fruits and effects of your affections, ahd 
as every man is affected, ſo he dot. 

And beſides, as that is one way to diſcerne it, ſd 
this is another, which you thall like wiſe find in Dg 
vid, that hee loved thofe that feared the L O'R B; 
and skofe that love vaine inventions, doe I not hate 
them, faith hee? & c. And tha: you may difcerne 
this, confider whether you love all thofe that feare 
the LOR D, and hate all thoſe that are enemies to 
the Lord. For while there is nothing but nature in 
a man, ſo long thoſe that are of good natures, that 
are faire in their carriages, and kind and loving to 
us, thoſe wee love, and thoſe that are contrary Wee 
hate and diſlike: but when you love the Lord, and 
are after his heart, and have another nature in yot, 
it raĩſeth you above this nature of your owne, and 
then you will love thoſe that are like the L O R. D, 


ſo ſociable, nor of ſo faire a naturall diſpoſitiom 
but if you have a new nature, and are become new 
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I fay, doe not deceive your ſelves in this: for as 
| they rejected Chrift under the perſonof a counter- 


feit, and of a Wine-bibber, fo thou maiſt perfe- | & 


cute CHRIS T under the perſon of an hypocrite. 
Faul, youRnow,he thought he did G O D good fer- 
vice in os of thofe whom hee perfecuted, 
yet though he did it ignorantly, he confeſſed of 
himſelfe that bee was a blaſphemer, and a perſecutor. 
So, ‘I fay,. though youdoe it ignorantly under the 
perſon of an hypocrite, yet that is the judgment 
and the cenſure that will be upon you, and in fod. 
ing you are perſecutors. | 

And if you fhall fay, that if the LO R D himfelfe 
lived amongſt us, If Jefus Chrift were here, [hope 
1 fhould fhew that I doe not hate him. 

You fhall fee what the Lord himfelfe faith, Zs 
that you have done it tothefe,you have done itto me. 
As he ſpeakes there inthe matter of giving, ſo may 
I ſay to you concerning this cafe, In that you have 
deſpiſed thoſe that feare his name, in that you have 
ſpoken againſt ſuch as are his, you have done it a- 

gainſt the Lord: in this thing you have ſhewed 
yourhatred againſt him. Examine your hearts 
jar * by this — 
gaine, fourthly, wee will bring you to that 
expoftnlation which is grounded * John 2. 15. 
Love not ibe world, nor the things ofthe world, 
fir if pas lowe the world, the love of the Father snot 
in ja. Now queftion with your owne hearts a- 
bout this, whether you love the world, and the 
things ofthe world; for if you doe, the words 


wor 


are 


Hypocrite. 


O ject. 2. 


Anw, 

hofe that 
3 
hriſtians 


would . 

cute Chrif if 
were on 

eartth, 


4 Triail, 
oY 
y loving the 
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are cleare , The love of the Father is not in you. 
You will fay, how trall we know tnis ? 

You (hall know it by theſe thtee things. 

Firft, by your delight in the things of the 
world, and your gri fe and forrow for the lolit 
of then after you have enjoyed thems for if you 
find that you are over- much affected about them, 
it is certaine that you love the world, and the 
things of the world: Intemperate and exce ſſivt 
grie fe, and complaint for worldly loſſes and croft. 
ics, is a fure argument and evidence that you love 
the wold. 

Whereas, when you love the Lord, you will be 
indifferent inthofethings; if a worldly loffe befal: 
you, you will grieve as if you grieved not,: if any 
worldly advantage happeneth, you will enjoy itas 
if you enjoyed it not : A man wil! bee thus affe- 
Ged, If Ihave God ſure, I reckon him only my 
portion, allother things are by accident, hee onely 
is eſſentiallto my happinefle. 

Wee doc not denie that a man may grieve upon 
fuch occafions, but is a lightera kind of griefe; 
abd theref re it is expreſſed well by the former 
phrafe, As if hee grieued not Hee knoweth all 
this while tlie maine is ſure, and fo long his heart is 
ſtedfaſt with hin. but when a man ſhall fall into 
exceſſive grie fe whenthe affe ction ſhall bre excee. 
dingly ſtirre d about worldly things, it is a ſigne 
that you reck in not (.O D, ant e aſſurance of his 
favour to be the mune thing in your happineſſe: 
‘you fheuld be a ect d to the World witha re · niſſe 


affection 


Quest.. 
1 As wW, 

Three trials 
of our love to 
the World. 

1. By too 
much delight- 
ingin the 
things of the 
Wor ld. 
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aflection. Now when your affections are fo much 
taken up about them, it is a figne you love the | 

| world andthe things of the world. It is true, you 
may doe the things of the world, and enjoy them, 
and follow after them, but in a remiſſe manner; 
but when your affections are fo much ftirred-about 
them, when you come to exceſſive love in the ha. 
ving them, and exceſſive griefe in lofing them, it 
is cH that you love the world and the things of the 
world. 

3 fhall know it by thig 9 
{worldly ¢hings ſnall come into comp C ion wi 3 
thofe chat ea to a good ge the petition wich 
fervice of GOD you fhall find this one way | Rod conic 
whereby you may difcerne your love to the 
world. When Chrift would makea tryall of the 
young man, whether hee loved the world or no, 


be puts him to it by this, Goe (faith he) and fel al 

shat thou haft, and come and follow mee, and thon ſpali 
have treafure in heaven. When it came in compe. 
tition ence whether hee were beftto follow Chrift, 
and fell all that he had, asd that he mutt either 
forfake CHR IS T, or forfake his riches; hee went 
away ſorrowfull, and would not doe it. So we ſhall 
find in bn 12. 42. when the matter came there in- 

to E thatif they confeffed Chrit, they 
: = , ute d * synagogu: faith the 
Text, though they be They confeffed bite net, 
fer they loved the praiſe of men as the praife 
of God. Their carriage there t wards Chrif, when 
their confrſſing of him 5 in competition with 


a eg | their 
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9 
3. By being 
buſie in them. world, or the things of the world, by your acti. 


their applauie and honour among men, it was ay! 


argument that they loved the world and the things of 


the world. N 


You fhall ſee in Abrahams cale,whenthe Lo AD 


would put him to the tryall, and bids him come from 


his kindred, and from his Fathers houſe, ‘and fron 
his conntrey, this in Heb. II. is taken as an argument 
of his love, that when he was put to doe either the 


one or the other, he made his choice to obey the 
J. OR D, though it ſtood with the loffe of his cour: 


krey aud friends. So, I fay, conſider with your 


ſelves, au fhall find many cafes.wherein your 
confcience will dictate to you;. this you muſt doe, 
this you ought to performe, this you ought not to 
doe. Perhaps it ſhall. be faid unto you againe, if 
you doe it, you fhall lofe fuch a friend, you fhal 
lofe fuch credit, youfkall ſuffer ſucb loſſe in youre- 


ſtate, you ſhall expoſe your felfe-to fuch and ſuch 


danger, you fhall incurre fuch and ſuch incon veni- 
ences to your felfe; conſider what you doe in fuch: 


| acafe: Many bufineffes fall out every day, wherein: 


the like cafe is offered to you, many times you 
thinke it were beft to doe fo, and if it were not for 
the loffe of fomething, or for the diſcredit, you 
would doe it. By this you may examine your hearts 
whether you love the world orno. l u 

Laſtly, you fhall know whether you love the 


ons; for where your love is, there your tongue, 
and your hand will bee, and all your endeavours: 


Now trie your felves by this, Are you occupied 


fo 
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o about. the world, and the thin 38 0 things ofit, that all: 
your’ endeavours andall your actions are taxen "p | 
about them? Some about matter of pleature ; 
huntirg and hawking, in gaming and ak 
your thoughts are there, and your fpeeches there; i 
others againe in feeking wealth, and wordly 
greatneſſe: Are you taken up about thefe? f fay, 
the actions ofa Man are a fure ſigne: for the Lord 
judgeth us by our actions ; therefore wee may 
jucge our felvesby them. Confider in what ele- | 
ment you live, if you bee fó buficd about worldly „ 
things that you are never well but when yon are 
there, and as for heavenly things, you doe them 
but by the by, and when you are doing them you 
are wearie; this is an argument that you love the 
world, when a man fhall turne the ſtreame of his 
endéavoutedll that way, when hee (hall turne all his 
projects, all his actions, all his labours into that. 
As when the body hath a wenne or a wolfe init, all Siwe, 
the nourifhment is drawne to that, and in the meane 
time the body is leane and poore: foi is it when a 
mans heart is taken up with the World, it eãtes up 
and devouresallthe thoughts, alt the intentions of 
the mind, all his care, and endéavour, and ſtriving 
runnesthis aways and the hiddew man of the heart, 
in the meane time, is left ftarved and pined within. 1 
This is a ſigne that you love the World, this ſo 
much ferent ing the things ofthe world: ab Chiiſt 
fpeakes, The /uffs of your Father will you doe, loh 8. | 
Whar is the meaning of that? That is, looke to 
your see to your doings; to your executions 

Gg 2 andi 


ge NS 
d performances, and you fhall find that they are 
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according to the lufts of your Father the Divil, 
thoſe actiones they did were a figne that they did af- 
fe thoſe things that the Divell affected. 

But you will object, the holieft man, he that is 
moft regenerate, yet is inordinately affected to the 
world, is too ready to grieve, and to rejoyce in- 
ordinately, is too readie to faile when thefe thi 
come in competition with G O D. Therefore how 
ſhould we examine our own hearts by this? 

Ianſwer in a word, that it is true in the Saints, 
there is ſomething in theire hearts that dot h all 
this that you have ſpołken: but it is not they that 
doe it: as the Apoſtle fpeakes, It is uit I, but fume 
that dwells in me. Wee cannot deny but that there 
is fieh and worldly. - mindedneſſeeven in them 
but yet this they doe, theſe worldly luſts- and de- 
fires they are ſtill checking them, and reſtrani 


them, and keeping them downe, fo that thoug 
they bee there, yet they doe not walke after the 


vanitie if their mindes, they are not loft by it, but 
they are led by the Spirit, that walke by the Spirit. 
Indeed ſometimes they fall, when they are tranſ- 


ported with temptations, and through incogitan- 


cie, and infirmities yet their conſtant walking is 
not afterthe vanitie of thoir minds, for that is proper 


to thofe that feare not G O D. Therefore know thus 


much (my bretheren) that though the Saints doe 
theſe things ſometimes, yet their purpoſe, and their 
deſire and care is to eroſſe and reſiſt them as much 
as they can, that though they have theſe inordinate | 


n worldly! 
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worldly defires inthem,yetthey are not Midwives 
to themſelves to bring forth fruit ts the fleſh, they 
are not ſtewards, to provide for thefe betore - hand, 
as it is in Rom. 13. Put ye on the Lord Iefus, and 
take no care for the flefh, to make proviſion for it: 
I fay they are not ftewards for their luſts, bat they 
reſiſt them, and ſtrive againſt them. But to con- 
clude this alfo, examine your ſelves by this rule, 
whether you love the world and the things of the 
world. 

And if weẽ tale an examination of men by this, 
how few are there that love the LORD ? Wee may 
truly fay as the Apoftle faith, The love of God i 
not in them, for men feeke themſelves, andtheir owne 
things, and not the things of Ieſus Chriſt. One fol. 
lowes this particular, another chat, every man fit- 

ting and plotting a garment to himſelfe compofed 
of ſuch vices as doe fuite every mans humour. This 
is a figne that you love not the LO R D, when you 
mind the World, and | with the world, and let 
ycur whole body and foule follow it, with all the 
actions and all the ftrength and endeavour thereof. 
|The love of many fhall waxe cold, b-caufe iniquitie 
| fhall abound. What is the meaning of that? That 


is, becaufe the menof the world, thofe that arein 
place, becaufe they ſhall couatenance iniquitie, be- 
cauſe the ftreame ofthe times flall goe that way; 

for this cauſe the love of many [hall waxe cold: that 
is, becaufe they mind the world, whereas if they 
| did not love the world, and the things ofit, though 

iniquitie did abound, yet their love would waxe 


| _ Ge 3 hotter, | 


e ea ee 
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hotter. When things are fo that iniquitie abouads, | 

fome will not take the paines, they love their eafe, 

and contentment; others want courage to doe it, 

they are faint - hearted, and dare not adventure. 

Now whence doth this come, but from the love 

of the world? for no man is fearfull, but becauſe 

there is ſomething that he is in love with, and is 

lonh to part with. If a man did not love the things 

‘ofthe world, he would have courage for the truth. 

This is therefore an argument that men doe love 

the world, and conſequently the love ofthe Father 
isnotinthem. | | 

.. Trial. Let us come yet to another expoftulation. In 

oy oa the fifth place therefore, if you love the L ORD, 

i you will find in your felves a readineſſe to pleaſe 
him in all things, you will doe it naturally: As: 
the Apoſtle ſpeakes of Timothy, I know no man lite 
minded, who will naturally care for your matters. So 
if you love the Lord aright, you will doe it witha 
naturall affection, you will love him naturally: 
For what is this love to the L OR D, if it be right, 
but that which himſelfe hath planted in us? Wee: 
are taught of hins to love him. It is like the naturall 
affection which Parents have to their Children; 
ſi ch a kind of affection will it bee: if you lovethe 
LORD, you will doe that which is good in his 
fight with a kind of naturalneſſe and readineſſe; 
you will be carried to the duties of his fervice, as 
the fire is carricd upwards, and not as ſtones are 
carried upwards, with the force of another, but 
you will doe them readily and chearfully; you will 


| | not 
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not doe good dutiesas being haled to them, and, 


put on to doe them, but you will bee zeslons of good 
workes, that is, you will have a burning defire in 
your hearts, longing after them, 3 fhallmot need 
to have them forced upon you, but you will bee 
forward to doe them, you will be affected to good 
workes as you are, out of ſelfe-love, to your owne | 
bulinele. You know when a man naturally lo 


veth himfelfe, when hee is to doe fomething that 
concernes his owne good, how ſolicitous hee is a- 
bout it, and how provident, fore-caſting how to 
bring it to paffe, and if any rubbe bee in the way it 
troubleth him; if there be any faire paſſage, and 
likelihood of atchieving it; he rejoyceth. Now, if 
you love the Lord naturally and truely, you will 
goe about his buſineſſe as you goc about your 
‘| owne, if there bee any buſineſſe to bee done. Ma- 

giſtrates in their place, Miniſters in their place, and 
every man indeed thall find fome bufineffe to doe 
wherein hee may bring glory to Gods name, and 
advamage to his cauſe. Conſider now how you 


are ſtirred about it, doe you goe about his buſi- 


neſſe, are you fo induſtrious and laborious, doe 
you project it, doe you mind it as youre owne? you 
will oot tand ex poſtulating the matter, to ſay, 


i 


muh I doe it? and is it of neceſſitie? But ifit bee 


| athing that tends to the advancing of the glory of 


GOD, you will doe it with all readineſſe, you will |: 


aot fo mucir ſtand upon this, what wages fhall I 
have? and what profit ſhall I gaine? But as a lo- 
ving woman to her husband, thee is glad to doe any 
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thing for her husbands good, thee is ſatiſfied with 
this, that ſhee hath an opportunitie to doe fome- 
thing: fo it will bee with you, if your he arts bee 
rightly affected, you will doe things after this 


manner. 
You will ſay, how thall wee know this love? this 
| Duef. is a nice and curious point to love the Lord thus na 


turally. 
Anfw. von ſhall know it by theſe two things: 


Naturslneſſe Fuürſt by the evenneſſe of your carriage toward 
4 pay aoe the Lords for what a man doth naturally, hee doth 
by two things. | with a kind of equalitie, with a kind of evenneſſe: 

1.Byoureven | fo that, as we fay, an uneven pulfe is a ſigne ota 
\wardshim, deadly and dangerous diftemper within: fo I fay, 
when you find an unevenneſſe in your carriagesto 
the LO R D; that you are off and on with him, that 

fometimes you doe a thing for him, and anon you 
will doe for your luſts: this is a ſig ne that you love 
not naturally. Feined things are for the moſt part 
une quall: becauſe when a man doth: not doe a thing 
naturally, he cannot hold out; a man cannot 
diſſemble fo well, but at one time or other hee, 
will diſcover himfelfe; what a man doth natura! 
ly, and heartily, hee is like himfelfe in it ſtill. 

Therefore when there is fuch an unevenneffe in 

your wayes, ( fome will be very forward in a good 

caufe, now in a good moode, and then out of tit a. 

gaine ) it is a ſigne you love not the Lord thus nare- | 

rally, for then you will be even in your carriage 
towards him. e | 
Adde to this the continuance of it, for if you! 


love. 
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aBy a con- 


J ͤ toast 
love the Lord with a naturall affection, you willy „>B Ahir a 


hold ont, and bee conitant in it. The fecond and |. 
third ground went farre in their profeſſion, but 
their inconſtancie fhewed that they loved no- 
the Lord with a naturall love; this diſcontinuing 
is a ſigne that your love is not true: I befeech you: 
examine your felves by theſe things- whether you 
love the Lord; remember what! faid the laft day, 
doe you defire that your finnes fhould bee utterly 
deftroyed ? doe you not dally with finne? Would 
vou not have fome remainders within. you? Nay, 
I will goc a ſtep further with ou, doe you not: hate 
the Lord ? 

You will fay, God forbid wee fkould doe fo, I 
hope we are not in that condition. 

My brethren, firſt you muſt know, that there are 
many that doe hate the LO D Kom. I. amongſt 
others, thoſe are reckoned up, Haters of God: 
There fore it is certaine that there are many, and 
many of thofe that gome to · Church, many that 
thinke well of chemſelvos and: that. others thinke 
well of too, that yet are haters pf. the Z ORD.. You 
will fay, how ſhall we know that - 

I will aske you but this ( to bring this likewife 


Obj eG. 
Anfwer, 


into examination, and {0 · to cpoclude) 1 laj, e gr TAR 
mine your ſelves by this:. nr lof hatred of 


Doe you aot defire that there were 2 G OD ? sg: 
examine your hearts whether if this newes were ha he were” 
brought that you might live at liberty, that you not. 
might doe whatryou wule. that yoik might ſatiſ- 
fie your luſts in all thing, that there were no OD 

to 
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o call yau to account, to reward you according 
to your doings, whether it would not bee accepta. 
dle newes to many of ycu. Now it is certaine, it 
you would not have the Lord to be, you hate him; 
for whomfoever you would have taken out of the 
way fuch a manyou hate. ) 

And beſides this, conſider whether you doe not 
looke upon the Lord as upon a judge, whether 
you doe not all that you doe to him, as one that 
lookes upon a Judge: If you feare the Lord in this 


manner, it is certaine you hate him, for thoſe whom 
yon thus feate, you hate; and that you fhall find in 
1 John 4. if you feare, faith hee, you love not; for 
erfect love caſts out feare: when you looke upon 


God as upona ftri& Judge,-and that isit that puts 
you onto doe all that you doe, that is it that makes 
you keep a good conſcience in fecret (for this you 
may doe, and yet look upon God a judge) to feare : 
with this kind of feare is a ſigne you hate the Lord, 
for whom you feare, you hate. | 

Beſides this, Doe you- not looke. upon G O D 
ind upon his wayes, as contrary to your hearts? 


4 


that your hearts, and the wayes of GO D are in an 
oppoſition; your hearts, and fanctifying the Sab- 
bath will bot agree; the Lord would have your 
ſpeeches to bee good and holy, hee would have 


vou not onely abſtaine from evill, but to hate it, to 


— ͤꝓͤlͤm — — — — 
3o | 
2. Ifwe look 
on him as a 
judge onely. 
3. When we 
look on God 
and his wayes. 
as contrary to 
| 


have your hearts rife up againtt it: Are not theſe 


iCommandements. cotitrary to vou? Confider 
but that holineſſe chat is e preſſed in the booke 
lof GO D, and chat is oxprefſed alſo in the lives of 
1 the 


— . —— n — . 


Love. ur 


the Saints, who carry his Image ſtamped on them, | 
and is there not a kind of contrarietie betweene 
your wayes and theirs, betweene your hearts and 
them? there be, it is a certaine ſigne of hatred, 
for wherefoever there is contrariety, there is hatred. 
Examine your ſelves by this, and fee whether you 
doe not hate the Lord. SO 7 | 
And yet, to come to one: more, if you love 4.whenwe 
| pleafures more thas God, and wealth more than pith aay 
|G GD, you hate God: For ſo you have it, Aath. 6. 
No mun can ferve two Maſters, but either bee maf 
bate the one and love the other, &c. That is, when 
you love other things, though you think you doe 
not hate the LO R D, yet I fay, in that you love 
pleaſures, and love the world, and the things of the 
world, in that you love your luſts, and the objects 
of shem; in doing this, you hate the Lord. Now 
if this be your caſe, if upon theſe expoſtulations 
that I have propounded, if upon theſe rules of ex- 
amining your ſelves, you find that you doe not love 
the Lord, if this be your condition, (as it is your 
wifdome to deale ſtrictly with your ſelves; for 
hence it is, brethren, that the ſoules of men perith, 
becauſe they will not fee and fearch into their e. 
ſtates, they will not come to this examination of 
the mſelves, it is a painfull thing to chem, men are 
backward to examine themfelves in private; what 
is the meaning of that Phraſe in the Pſaln, Examine 
your felwes upon your beds, but beeauſe examinati- 
on ſhould bee when a man is moft retired’) I ſay, 
if you find it to be fo, as it is the caſc. of many, then 
Itt 
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it houlu open a window to you, to fee what you 
have deferved atthe Lords hands, how juft it were 
| thatthe Lord fhould caft you off: For when you 
are enemies to the Lord, can you think much at 
it? My brethren, whata condition is that man io, 
thathath the great God of heaven and earth to bee 
his enemy ? a 
And befides this, have you not reaſon to juſtifie 
G OD in his juft judgements upon others, when 
you fhall fee G O D fharply plaguing them? It may 
ſeeme to you that it isa hard thing that men fhould 
be fopunithed ; but when we confiderthat they are | 
haters of G O D; that they are enemies to him, you! 
may juſtifie GO Din that he doth, | 
But, to conclude, you ought to humble your 
ſelves, if upon theſe tryafs ydu find your felves to 
be lovers of the · world, and not lovers of God. And 
you that are young and put off repentance, it ſhould 
move you to come in betimes: For it this be requi- 
red of youto love the Lord, and you fhall not bee: 
exempted from death when it comes, though you 
bee never fo able, and never fo ſtrong and luſty; 
what condition doe you thinke you will bee in, if 
you die enemies to G O D, and haters of him, as you 
needs muft bee, if you love him not? And if you 
thinke you have time enough hereafter to ſettle 
yout affections: Confider, is it in your owne pow- 
er, though you have warning before death, to have 
this affection of love? You may doe many good 
duties, you n be forry and repent for your ſinnes; 
‘but though you'doe-this, and a thoufand times 


more, 
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more, yet if 577 have not this love wrought in you [ 
by G OD, if it come not from heaven, if it be nec! 
the fruit of his owne Spirit, all your repentance, 
and all your ferfaking of ſinne, all your doing of 
duties, the change of your courles is nothing, the 
Lord regards it not, uniefle you have this natural- 
neſſe oF love. I have ſtood therefore the longer up- 
on ĩt, and upon this part conceming examination, 
becauſe it is a matter of great moment. Wee 
fhould have come to the next part concerning ex- 
hortation, which wee would not diſ- joy ne, 
becaufe it is very. Hal and profita- 
ble; but we cannot doe it now, 
but referve it for the af 
der pn. 
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Tou know, wee have formerly delivered fome 


i 
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Gaia Ts 5. 6. 

For in Jeſus Chrift, neither circumciſion availeth any 

thing, nor uncircumciſion, but Faith which worketh 
by Love- 


before we leave this point, one 
g [yout adde. For what reafon! 
yA = we put upon this difpofition, | 
a fae WE =| upon this examination , whether 
Mi; t Wom D the love of GOD be in your hearts 

— or no? The reaſon is not that you| 


from comming co God, that you fhould be grieve 
with the fi ight of the want of your love, but the! 
end of it is to ſtirre you up to get it if vou want it. 


fhoud be difcouraged, that you ſhould be put ed 
d 


meanes of setting it, onely there is one which wee 
will! 
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three branches. Ifyou would love the Lord; · :*4 


cannot love him. As it is in naturall love that is 


fight of GO D by faith, before you cen love him. 
And every man that ſees him and knowes him as 
hee is, will love him, hee: cannot chuſe, for tliat is 
the Lords worke to all the Saints. Ierem. 3 1. Tou 
Hall be uuagut of mee, und you fhall know mee from the 
greateſt to the leaſt. It may be in fom: manner they 
knew GO D before, but although a man have ne- 
ver {o exact knowiedge. of him, yet gill hee bee a 
regenerate man, hte never khowes Him indeed, 


when a man is regenerate; when God teaches him 
to know him, hee lookes on GC O D with another 
cyo, every thing is preſented tq him after another 
manner, he: ſers now, another. beautie in GOD 
than ever he faw before, he fees another excel- 
lencie in him: for that hnowledge hee had of him 
before bred net love. But; w Hen 4 man is egege 
within the, covenant; the LORD will téaeh him 
ſuch a knowledge of ‘bimfelfe,:as.withall will 


felves to love. him by- reaſanigg, iff ever you flaw 
any excellenci¢ in any man, or in any creature, = 
l NIP 


122 
a 


will cõmend unto, you which we gavea little touch i; 
t on, but could not handle it, and. it conſiſts of theſei 


Firft , you muſt know him, for otherwife you | 


hek 
bred between man and man, you fay-love arifeth | led 
from fight, they müſt: fee before they can love, 
fo you muſt know the. LO R D, there mult bee: a 


it is another kind of knowledge that hee hath, 


| worke the love of him. Such a knowledge you 
muft have of the LO R D, and you may helpe your 


God conſiſting 


} 
y 
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himfele, 
A wife, mof merciful, and full & bind 
that he is moſt wife, moſt merciful, 4 kind- 
nefe, and gentleneſſe, and abundant in trath, as you 
know that defcription in Exod.34. 
| Goe through all the vertues, and excellencies 
that are amiable, if you looke inthe Scripture, you! 
ſhall find them to be in the Lord. This ferious 
confideration will helpe you to increafe. your 
knowledge ofthe Lord, and by confequent your 
love of him. So that, if you would come to love 
a man, what is it that cauſeth yor to love him, but 
becauſe by his ſpeoch, and by his carriage and be · 
haviour, you come to have fuch an apprehenſion 
of his diſpoſition, hee hath a mind thus framed, 
thus qualified, thus beaatifted ? When you conceive 
fuch an Idea of him, you love him. So, when you 
apprehend the Lord aright, when you obferve him 
as he is deſcribed in his Word, when you obferve 
his doings, when you conſider his workes, and 
learnefrom all theſe together a right apprehenfion 
of him, I fay, when you have ſuch an Jace of him, 
ſuch an opinion of him, then the will followes the 
underſtanding, and the affections then follow, then 
vou come to love him, and to delight in him. 
Therefore learne to know the LOR D by his for- 
mer carriage towards: your ſelves, how kind Lee 
it 


Of Love. | B7 


hath been, ‘ow exceediag patient, how excee- 

ding ready to forgive, how much kindneſſe he hath 

fhewed ; how he hath in mercy remembred you, 

though you have forgotten him; how you have 

+ recompenfed him evill for good, yet hee hath not 
broken off the courle of his mercy towards you. 
Conſider his dealing with you, and learne by this, 
toknow the LO R D, andthis will be a meanes to 
encreaſe in youthe love of the Lord. 

This is not all, there is another thing, which is 2. A looking 
the {fecond branch that I told you of; that is, to 1 
looke upon G OD as one ſuitable to you, and to |us. 
your difpoſition. For if you ſhould find never fo 
much excellency in him, if hee be not agreeable to 

yon, you love him not. A woman may ſee a man 
that free thimkesis very excellent in many refpects, 
yet he is gota fic hulband forher. {tis the foita- 
bleneſſe and agrecablenefle betweene G O D and 
our owne condition, that cauſeth us to love him. 
Therefore when you put theſe two together, con- 
ider rhe Lords mercy, and ſee that, and locke on 
your ſelves 4s ſinfull men needing that merey; 
when you fee the LOR D exceeding powerfull, 
and looke on your felves as very weake, needi : 
that power, when you looke on him asthe Lord o 
Ute and ſex your ſelves fubject to deuth, and nee- 
| 


ding that life; when you ſee your own folly, and 
ihis wifedome, (goe through all in him, and then 
| againe looke upon the contrary weakeneffe in your 
| felves ) this is chat which will make you apprehend 
| God as-one that is futable, as - that isagrceable! 
— N to 


— ——— — — ꝓ 


ta you; and till you come to this, you fhall never 
love him, and long after him, till the heart (name- 
ly) be thus framed, till a man is humbled, till. hee 
comes to the ſight. of himfelfe: for as you- mut! 
know GO D, fo you muft know your felves before 
you can love him. I fay, when a man comes to 
that, hee begins to looke on G O D as upon one a- 
greeable to him: As, take a man who is touched 
with a ſenſe of his finnes, whofe heart is broken, 
who hath an apprehenſion of GO DS. wrath, and 
able of his ſins Of his owne unworthineffe, fuch a man go will 
ing is ac · bee ſatisfied with nothing in the world but the aſ- 
ſurance of Gods love and. his favour. As you ſee in 
naturall things, let a man bee very wearie, the 
daintieit meat in the world, whatſoever you give 
him, will not helpe, bim, but he mut have that 
which js fit for that particular defect, nothing will 
| helpe him but ret. Againe let a man bee hungry, 
and faint for want of meat; all the muſiek, the 
beft aire, or whatfoever you ean give him will doe 
him no good, it muſt be meat that muft helpe him. 
If a man have a difeafe, jt is not ſleepe, it is not 
meat and drink, ic muft bee a medicine that is fit 
for his diſeaſe. So it is with the heart of man, when 
his heart is fo. broken, fo humbled. and touched 
with the fenfe of his finnes, chat he longs after no- 
thing but remiſſion, nothing but the aſſurance of 
Gods favour, the affurance of his love and kind- 
neſſe, nothing will fatisfie him but ihat: it is fo in 
naturall effects, and fo it is in the ſoule, when the 
heart of a- man is fo faſhioned that it lookes on 3 
_ G 


—— 
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Cod. as one agreeable to him, and there is nothi 
elſe ſuitable but onely the Lord, and his favour, an 


his love chat is required, to breed this love in you 
towards him. What is the reaſon elſe, that it is 
faid, Heſea. 5. ult. When they are afflicted they will 
feeke mee diligently? But becauſe afflictions teach 
a man to know himfelfe, it teacheth him to know 
his owne weakneſſe, to fee his owne finne, his owne 
impotencie, his owne unworthineſſe and when 
hee hath done this, then hee lookes upon G O Das 
one who. onely is fit for him, as one who is onely 
able to helpe him. Affliction doth but difcover| 
what was there before: For man is a weake and 
impotent creature; made for the LO R D, he is no- 
thing without the LOR D, it is the conjunction 
with GO Dthat makes him up, onely he knowes 
not this, hee underftinds not this. Therefore when 
G O D opensa mans eyes, either by the immediate 
worke of his Spirit, to teach him to know him- 
ſelfe, or by affliction, then heg comes to fecke after 
afflicted, they will ſeeke 


the Lord; When they are 
mee diligently. If thou ſhouldeſt have fuch an of- 
fer as was made to thoſe, Act. 2. S. Peter tells them 


there, they thould have remiſſion of finnes, they 
ſhould receive the: gift. of the: holy -Ghoft; if this 


had been offered to them before they knew them- 
ſelves, before they had been humbled and prio- 
ked at the heart, as it isfaid they were, would they 
have regarded, fuch an offer as this? No, the 
wauld nor; although they had underſtood: that af- 
| fer never fo well. So, Lf 75 though: youkaow his 
Hh 2 


name 


3 . 


AffliGions 
teach a man to} 
know himſelf. 
Sc, &@ = * 
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name, and his excellent attributes never fo perfed- 

ly, yet till you come to know your ſelves too, you 

will never love him: you will never deſire hien, you 

will never long after him: for both. thefe malt goe 

together the knowledge of Cod and the know- 

led ge of your ſelves, to teach you to love him. 

The knowlecge of God, without the knowledge of 

your ſelves, is a fruitleſſe ſpeculation - And againe, 

the knowledge of your ſelves, and your owne mi- 

fery, without kcowledge of him and his mercy, is 

The knonledg a miferable vexation.. The knowledge of God. 
Gor and l without the knowledge of your ſelves, is, asif 2 
goe together. Man fhould know a medicine, but ſhould not know 
what defect it were fit to ſupply : And to know 
your ſelves and your owne cafe without him, is to 
have the diſeaſe c iſcovered, aud not to know how 
to helpe it. And therefore learne to know ‘both 
God and your {elves : If you will love him, then 
you muſt learne to Studie thoſe two.. Wee fay, 
Achritians Schollers ſtudie bookés, and Polititians ftudie men; 
| ftudic, but a Chriftian fhould ſtudie G O D and himfelfe, 
| tolearneto know God and himſelfe better, by this 
meanes hee comes to know the Lord: as where. 
foever you find any love to the Lord expreſſed, 
you fhall find theſe two going together, as David 
oft, Pfal: 18. and Pfal. 116. Ilove the Lord &c. 
Why? For Iwas in diſtreſſe, I was in griefe, the 
grave overtooke mee, and I was compaſſed about 
with death, and cryed to the Lord, asd hee healed 
mice, and fit me at Liberty; hee it my fortreſſe, &c. 
That is, when Devéd (aw himfelfe to ſtand in nos 
ce 
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hee faw his weakneffe'and looked‘on God againe, 
asotie thut would helpt him, and heale him, | as one 
that could fet him at libe rie; this caned him to 
fay, I love the Lord dearely. -Só S. Paul, when hee 
faw theſe two, I wasa blafphemer, I was à perſtcu· 
tor, and. looked on Chrif (‘who had been merci-| ) 
fullto hind’) with faich@ahiswas'thac which cauſedlſ 
8. Pau ſoto abound inlove'téwards Chriſt. And : 
fo Mary, Luke 1. My [ouli doth wagnifte the Lord: 
And why? For hee had reſpect to the low eſtate of 
his handmaid: I was poore atid meane, and loe hee 
hath raiſed mee toa high degfec. Fhis ſuitablenieſſe, 
this knowledge of God · and of dur ſelves, is that 
whieh breeds in us a love of him. But is this e- 
nough to know God and our ſelves? This is a4 ; 
fairé ſtep to beget in you this love of him; for as ™ 
youheard before, hove is att ielĩnation of che heart 
to ſome good thing agreeable to tis, 

But yet you muft have a third, or elfe this will |s. 
not doe, that is, affursnceof the L'O R DS love to |" 
vou, for if you long after him never fo much, 
if you thinke him worthy to bee defired; on the i 
other fide, yet if for all this you are not perfwa- 
ded of the Lords love to you, you cannot bee af- 
fected towards him. Wee cannot love any man 
whom wee conécive to bee ill affected to us: And 
therefore‘ you ſhall fee in the courſe of the Scrip- 
tures, love proceedes from faith, faith muſt be. 
get love, that is, the aſſurance of GO D S love 
muft goe in: That I; the third ingtedient to make 
it us. * 


Hh 3 You ’ 
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You will fay to me, we doubt not of this, but if 


we be perſwaded of Gods love, we thal] love him; 


Anſw. 


. Suchas sre 
without. 


ther offers his 
love. 


| 2.So doth God 
the Sonne. „ f 


-| owne confent:. The father, yon know, hath given 


But now whether wee have the Sons conſent or not 
of that wee make queſtionʒ ſaith the Apoftle, He lo-, 


ſhall we aſſure our ſelves of this love: 4 
Thoſe to. whom I fhould ſpeake now, are of 
two forts; either ſuch as are out of the Cove. 
nant, or {uch as ate alregly within it. For you 
that are wirhour, to you I fay, you may Cif you 
will conſider it) came to the aſſurance o f bis * 


but how ſhall we come to this perfwafion: how 
| 


| wards you. 


For firk, the L OR D hath, made known his 
owne willingneſſe to take you to marriage. There 
are but two that are to give their conſent, the Fa- 
ther to give his Sonne, and the Sonne to give bis 


his conſent, ‘J/4y.9,6, A [on is given: Hes fa loved 
the World, that hee gave his Sonne. Therefore cer- 
tainly you have your Fathers conſent, hee hath gi- 
ven Chrift, as a father gives his Sonne in marriage) 


ved is, and gaue himſelfe to us, and for ut; Vea, he 
not onely gives his conſent, for his part, but he Aath. 
purchafed his, Wife with his owne bloud. And 
therefore you cannot doubt but that hee is willing: 
to marry with you, to take you, andto receive you: 
if you will come in. Why then, what is required 
now? Nothing at all but thy conſent: if thou give: 
thy confent to the LOR D, thou needeſt not to 
queſt ion his favour, thou mayeſt affure thy felfe of 
his unchangeable love in leſus Chrift; for hee hath, 

- 7: revealed 
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revealed it on his part, in his Word, you have his 
fure Word for that, Heaven and Earth fhall paffe, ` 
rather than that Word. This is the found conſolati- 
on that will not faile you, when you come to exa- 
mination, and thinke with your ſelves, upon what 
ground am Taſſured of Gods affection towards me, 
that he loves me? I have his Word for it, hee hath 
faid it, and he cannot recall its; yea, hee hath added 
his oath, that by two immutable witneſſes you 
might have ftrong confolation; that is, you might 
have the greateft degree of aſſurance that can bee. 
Why, now, why doeft not thou give thy confent? 
Why doeft thouno more reft onit? You will fay, 
= Tam willing to give my conſent, if that would 
Oe it. ö E - 
But firſt, L ar not fit to marrie the Lord, Iam not obieg, 
prepared for ſuch a match as that is, my heart is too 
bad, and my life hath been too finfull to thinke of 
fuch preferment and advancement, l 
‘Take thou no care for that, the Lord knew thy | Auſwer. 
unfitaefie, when he made that promiſe toth ee, when Unheneffe 
he gave his Son, and the Son gave himſelfe to thee, | punti 
he was well enough acquaintedwiththee and with | Cuit. © 
thy nature, he had an intention to marry a Black- 
more, he juſtified the wicked, hee knowes thou art 
fo, and yet he will doe it, he will put a fraireſſe, hee 
will put a beauty upon thee, when thou art his wife; 
therefore let not that hinder, thy unfitneſſe. 
You will fay againe, it may belong to ſuch and 
fuch, it doth not belong to me; my. caſe is fuch, I 
have provoked him in this mariner, my finnes are 
ſuch a nature. Hh 4 This 


This ſhall not fhut thee out deither. For why 
ſhouldeſt thou make exceptions where the Lord 
makes none? Goe preach the Gofpell to every, creature 
under heaven. What is the meaning ofthat? That 
is, Goe tell every man, without exception, whatſo- 
ever his ſinnes bee, whatfoever his rebellions bee, 
goc tell him theſe glad tidings; thatis, to preach the 
Gofpell to him, thatifhee will came io, 1 Will ac- 
cept him, he thall be faved, his finnes ſhall be for- 
given him, if he doe no more, but come in and take, 
me, and receive me. Therefore to conclude this, 
doubt not thou that that ſnall be a hinderance on 
Gods part. And for thy owne part, there is no more | 
required of thee but ſinceritie, that thoutake him, 
| fincerely refolving with thy felfe, I will ferve him 
for the future, I willbe con:ented to bee divorced | 
from all my former loves, from all the finnes that 
I have delighted in before, I am willing now to 
take him, and to ſerve him, and to love him, and to 
give my felfe wholly to hime l ſay, this fiacerity | 
of reſolution is enough, there can dee no hinde- 
D rance if this be found: in thee. Therefore doe not 

Ithinke with thy felfe, I want ſorrow for my finnes, ' 
fuch a degree of forrow, my heart is not broken 
enough, and therefore I am not fir: for thou muft! 
know thus much that the promiſe is made to the 
comming, and not to the preparations. If chou 
have come and take the Lord, it is enough, if a man 


have fo much forrow, fo much heart - breaking 28 
brings him home to CHR IS T, as makes him 
| willingto match wih the LOR D; if he have that 
am — i” Wro t 


speia 
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wrought in him, he neo hot douht of the other. 

But now i come to the other, thofe that aret al- 2.Such as are 
ready within the Covenant; to you fay, you may.) Within the co- |. 
much more eaſily and fully come to. this aſſurance, . 
becauſe yee bave the fruits: of the Spirit in you, 
which are the ſeales of his love; you have canfe to 


10% ect. 


Anuſwer. 

Daily infirmi- 

‘ties breake not 
[ithe covenant. | 


and you, you muft not think there is a breach of 
coyenant between God and you upon every finne 
thas ia committed, but know that the Covenant 
haldsgood; till you come to choofe another Huf- 
hand, -the Lard continues your Husband ſtill. 
Therefore when thou art married to the Lord, it is 
not fur thee to thinke then of. queftioning the 
match, but ſtudie to pleafe thy Husband, and to doe 
thy net. You know there may be many aa 


and many flight breaches between a Man and his 
Wife, but the bond holds good, there is no Bill of 
divorcement, except it be in cafe of Adulterie, that 
the chuſe another Hasband: fo thinke, in fuch a 
cafe, the bond is not taken upon every offence, 
and every finne that is committed. Learn to know 
this for thy comfort, for itis a great mutter to have 
this aſſurance full. e 
And beſides, conſider this, thinke not with thy 
felfe, becaufel have not attained fuch a degree of | 
.| holineffe as another hath, therefore I have none 
at all, that isan evill reafon, that difcourageth the 
| Saints, diſcourageth many times thofe that fhould 
bee incouraged, thatare already ‘within the Cove. 
| nant; hee lookes on another, and fees hee cannot 
‘| reach him, ‘he propounds to himfelfe fuch a mea- 
ſure of grace, and of holineſſe, and of mortificati- 
on of his luſts, and hee cannot come neere its and 
hee thinkes, becauſe 1 cannot doe this, I have no 
finceritiein me. Not fo, there are degrees;when a 


Ian is within the doore, hee may goe further and 
further, and though all may be within, yet one may 


be further in than another. 

Befides all this, know that the L O R Dis faith- 
full, hee cannot denie himſelfe, though thou faile 
u. on thy part: yet he continues the fame, and re- 
neweth his mercie to thee, as thou reneweſt thy 
Repehtance. But, to conclude this, if you would 
love the Lord, labour to doe theſe three things: 

Labour to know him mor: 

Labour to know your felves more, that ‘fo’ 


PC A 
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= may long after him as after one that you 


n @ es. * . - oo & TE * ; 
And thirdly, labour to get: this affurance, for 
it is this aſſurance that breeds the Loye, that 
fealesitup. When a mami ſnall looke on GO D as 
one who may hate him for any tning hee knowes, 
who may bée zu enemy to him one day, ; hee cay 
never love him heartily. Whea.a man,hath ne 
ground to fet: his foot on, hee: will dos it tenderly 
and warily: but when hee loołes upon G O D as 
one whome hee maymuſt, whofe love he is ſure of 
that hee lnulds on tliatas a Nocke; this is that which 
makes his heart perfect to him, when -hee can. ſay, 
as Paul, I tem whom have truſted. If a man have 
never ſo much excellencie in him, if you conceive 
him to bee thollowsacatted to you, your affactions 
are not perfect towards him: So is it, it you looke | Friendhip 
on God ab one that may bet your enemie. As wee — aa 
fay, friendſhip with Prigces, it is: like that familia- 

ritie chat thol men have. with Lyons that keepe | 


| 
: them... Lyon, you know, will ſuffer, a Manto , 
E pay With him as:fongiiashee lifts; aud when hee r 
lifts hee will rife and devoure him, and rend him | i 
| in pieces: fo I fay, the love ofa Prinqe may bee: and 
the love of meq may bee: but the love of the Lord 
| is not ſuch, when hee loves, Heo eee It 
is true, he hath the ftresgth.o£& Lyon, hee is ahle ta 
doe it, you are weake creatures fubject to him, put 
hee thath that conſtancie him, chat when he loves 
one ‘it s-alwayes perfect, and unchangeable. Let 
allthefr bee well conſidered aud wroug 


| 


| 


| 


on your 
hearts: | 
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hearts, and ix will bee a meanesto beget this love 
in you: even as fire begets fire, fo will this beget 
love in your hearts cowards him againe. Somuch 

for this. ä T: : * E 
— The fecond point, which I intend to handle at 
to love Chri. | this time, is this; another confe@ary,. another ufe 
we are to draw from this Doctrine, Het thag loves 

wot, is noiis Chriſt. oe he 
The next ufe isto exhort you to come in, ifit 
be a thing ofthat moment, now our buſineſſe isto 
exhort to love the Lord Ieſus. And isthere not 
mucti reãſon tó move: Ao to it? n If you had this 
love in “your hearts, would it. not bag a groanito 
much comforted your Fot if you were able to be. 
loeve it Iefus. Chriſt, and love him, you fhould: have 
your falvation fure,: if: once you could find this di- 
„ pofttidit in yai felves; asic muſt be in yon, ifever| 
-| you be faved; tha your hearts long after hims. ‘fill 
you are growing towards him, hanging that way, 
as a ſtone tothe’ Center, asthe Iron to the Load- 
ſtone: there is ſuch a-lingting after him, the heart 
mikes towards him, and will have no denyall; bar, 
asthe Woman of Cassin, it breakes through all 
impedimehts, #0 barre can keepe it from him? as 
thoſe that love, they are not eafily put off, bat are 
ith portunate til they Have obtained reciprocall af 
fedibisbfthepscybsloved. o] 
I‘fay, if thou find this difpofition in thy heart, 
it the greateſt confolation that thou canſt have 
in this world for if chisbee thy cafe , thou maiet 
boldly: looks that thea of Rel fhail not prevail 


: as , again 
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againſt thee : and if thou love the Lord in this man- 


ner, Heaven and Earth ſhall paffe rather then thy| 


falvetion fhall be hindred: it is iaspoMible, becaute: 


then thou hafta good ground of hope, and Aope| 


will make shee not ahamed : but be aſſured that God 
isthine, and all that hecan doe, and ali that is his 
is thine; as Saul tels us, his power and his wifdome 
and all is chine: e is a Sanne and a frieldto thex; 


thou ſhalt want nothing that is goed, nothing chat 


is evill ſhall hurt hee; the L O R D brings all with 
him: this is your caſe if you love him, this is your 
confolation, this is that which may inflame your 
hearts with a defire of this affection. For, know 
this, that there is ſcarcel any thing elfe that wee 
can inſtance in, but an hypocrite may goe checke 
by jowle with agood Chriſtian in that; he may do 
al outward duties, he may abſtaine from finnes, 
there may be a great change in him; (you know 
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An Hypocrite 
can counter- 
feit duties, but 
not lovę. 


how farre the third ground went, and thoſe, Heb. 6.) 


but this they cannot counterfeit, to leve the Lord.. 
Therefore, if thou find that thou love the Lord, 
thou haſt this conſolation, that thou art now ſure, 
and indeed thou art never till then ſure. And as 
reaſon differenceth a Man from a beaſt, ſo Love 
makes the great difference between a Chriftian 
and another. Indeed we fay it is Faith, but you 
know.that faith isdifferenced by love, that is, fuch 


a Faith that breeds love, and fo love is it that breeds 


that great confolation: And therefore this is thy 
comfort, if thou canſt once bring +hy heart to love 
the LORD, hee will; beare with any thing, hee 
will 


will beare with many infirmities; as, you know, 
: he did with David when he faw that he loved him. 
| When we love) David had many great infirmities, as we fee in the 
| rethwith any whole ftory, the whole relation of his life, yet 
| nfemities. becauſe he loved the Lord, the Lord paſſed by all, 
} and in the end he gave him this teftimonie,that he 
was 2 Man after his on heart. So J fay, love the 
| LO R D.once and he wilPbeare with much in thee. : 
| On the other fide, if thou doe not love him, doe 
what thou wilt, the Lord accepts it not. As we fee. 

| in the cafe of Amazéah ; it is faid that Amas ab wal · 
| ked in all the wayes of his father 'Dévid, and of the 
: good Kings, he did as much as they, he was as great 
an enemit to Idolatrie, he did all the duties of Re · 

ligion, onely this was wanting, he did it not with 

| an upright heart, that is, he did it not out of love, 
Motives to and therefore the Lord regardedit not. And there. 
lore. fore let this move youto get this affection ; there is 
r.Tefersa price) much, if I could ftand to preſſe it, that might in- 
flame your hearts with a deſire of it: onely it is this 

love that ſets a price on all that you doe, that makes 

all that youdoe currant. As this ſtampe is fet on 

your actions more or leſſe, ſo they are more or 

leſſe acceptable. This was that which ſet a price 

(on the widowes mite, that fet price on a cup of 

cold water: this fer 4 price on Abels offering, and 

made it more àcceptable than his brothers. The 

meaneſt ſervice when it hath this ſtampe on it, is 

‘currant and good in Gods fight, he accepts it: 

againe, the greateſt performance’ without it, is no- 

| hing, And if thou give thy body to be burned, if thou 
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fer Martyrdome, if thou give all thy goods to tne 
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ide by it all: ‘as wee . 4817. Tam the Lord 
tgar teacher shee a ros 5, Jar ihrs ag en cg. 
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Sca; that is, one reward fhould follow upon 


Difference be- 
tween our fer- 
vice to Ged 
and ſervice to 
men, 
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Ja load, and thy rejoycimg as the waves of the Sei. 


Marke it well, as if he‘fhould fay to them, Waen 
[command yoy to ferve mee, and to love me with 


all your foule, and with all yoim ftrengeh, know, 


that all this is for your own profit, it {hall all re- 
dound to you. For, if you keepe my Comman- 
dements, your profperitie flail be as a flood, thatis, 
it fhall runne over the bankes, it fhall be fo large, 
and ſo great; and your righteoufneſſe, that is, the 
reward of your righteoufneffe, as the waves ofthe 
the neck of another, as one billow followes upon 
the neck of another. This ſhould be your caſe, 
faith hee, it you love me and keep my Comman-| 
dements, and {érve me. And therefore, faith he, 
when Irequirè your love and your fervice, herein 
there is 1 difference between that, andthat which 
any man. requires at your hands. All this is for! 
| your owne profit, it redounds to your felves, 
your ſelves fare the better for it. As it is faid ofthe 


Sabbath, lo I may fay of this Commandement, and 


allche reft, It was made for Man, and not Man for; 
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this ; that is, for the profit of Man, for the advante- 
ment of Man; thy loving the E O RD is for thy ad. 
vantage, thoi gaineft by it: as it is, Dest. 5. 29. 
| OA, faith he, that there were a heart in this prople, u 
' lave me, aud to feare me, as they have 7 3 thes 
| i fhould gac well with ther, and their. children, afier 
them, Not that I mightbe a gainer, 40d you Tole) 
bot that it might gos well “with you amd: you 
| | children 
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children for ever. So if you lové the Lord, when you 
think with your ſelves, Iſhall be a lofer by ir, I 
am perſwaded that I fhall lofe much liberty, and 
much comentment and delight, I fhall lofe the gi- 
ving ſatis faction to many of my defires and lufts.No, 


lofe this when he gives his heart to the Lord, but thou 
gaineſt all chissthat is, the Lord gives thee thy heart 
againe, and gives thee leave to difpofe of it, he gives 
thee leave to love thy friends, to love thy Wife and 
Children, and even to love thy recreations: he gives 
thee leave to diſpenſe and to diftribute thy heart to 
|thisorthar, as long as thou doft ic lawfully, onely 
thou muft doe it as his command. | 


nifh,it returnes pure, & — freſh as you = 
1 Ihe 


thou fhalt loſe none of this, though a man ſeeme to 


| ast 
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the waters of the Springs and Fountaines ares fo the 
Lord doth with us. Ifthouwouldeft give thy hearts 
defire, thy affe&ions to him, thou ſhouldeſt have all 
againe, onely with this difference, thy affections 
ſhould be more pure, thy thoughts, all the faculties 
ot thy Soule fhould be renewed, and cleanſed, and 
beautified, he would reftore them better to thee, but 
yet thou ſhouldeſt have them, let it be thy comfort. 
So that here is all the difference, take a man now 
that loves himfelfe, and that thinkes with himſelfe, 
Well, fay. what you will, t will go mine own wayes, 
Iwill provide for mine own contentment in this life, 
I know not what J hall have after, I will look to mine 
own profit, I fay, compare this man with another, 
that refolvesthus with himfelfe, Well, from hence 
I. will deny my ſelfe, and croſſe my ſelf, and will feek 
no more mine own contentment, nor to fatisfie mine 
owne defires and luſts, but I will give my heart whol-' 
ly tothe Lord. The queftion now is, which oftheſe 
are gainers ? I fay, the latter hathas much liberty and 
as much power of his own heart, hee fhall have as 
much ufe ofall that is within him, as the other hath, 
chat takes it to himſelfe: all the difference is, the one 
is an unjuſt owner, the ſecond, the Lord hath made the 
ſteward of his own heart. So that the Lord hath thy 
heart, and yet it is thine owne heart, thou maiſt dif-| 
| pofe of it as a Steward under thy Mafter, thou haft: 
it as before, onely now thou doeſt it by his appoint- 
ment, before it was at thine owne. Let all this there. | 
fore ſtirre you up to love the Lord. 
You will ſay, indeed this is enough to perſwade us 
a to 
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to come in to love the Lard,and we are contented to 
doe fo;the anfwer we have from moft men. But now, 
what kind of love fhall we have at their hands? 
My brethren, we muft adde this fora conclufion, 
thatit is not every kind of love that the Lord accepts: 
but your love muft have thefe conditions in it, I will 
briefly name ſome of them, and fo conclude, 
e muſt love him with all your hearts, & with 
P 


all your [éni you know, this is every where requirèd in 
the Scriptures. That is, che Lord will have the whole] 3- 
ſtreame of your affections, and deſires and intenti- | God 
ons, and your indeavours to runne to him, there 1 
muft not a rivulet runne out of it, it muft not bee p 
drained away, but the whole ſtreame muſtall be be- 
ftowed upon him, there muſt be no divifion there; 
you muſt not here fay as he ſaith, my Countrey, & my 
my Father, my Children and my Friends have a part 
in my love, but the Lord muſt have all, and there is 
300d reafon for it, becauſe he beftowed all on you. 
t is in this love, as it is in marriage, in that there 
is no corrivall admitted, but there muſt be all in all; 
forthe Husband mutt beſtow himfelf wholly on his 
Wife: and the wife on the Husband: fo if you love 
the Lord, if the match be made between you, there 
is all in that equality; if the Lord beftow all on you, 
and you beftow but half on him, there is no equali- 
ty, but une venneſſe. But when you beſtow all on him, 
when you love him with all yotir heart, and with all 
your ſoule, that makes the match between you. 
You will ſay, he Lord doth not beſtow himfelfe 
wholly on me, he beftowes a on many others, 
2 on 
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on many thouſands beſides me, and why fhould not 
I beftow my ſelfe on another? 

Ianſwer, itis not ſo, the Lord beſtowes himfelfe 
wholly on thee, Hof. 3. 3. it is a borrowed ſpeech, 
will be tothee alone, and I will have thee to be fo to 
me; ſo the Lord ſaith to every man, I will be alone to 
thee, and thou ſhalt be alone to me. I am my beloveds, 
and my beloved is mine. This is the match that muft be 
between you. And when you ſay the Lord is not 

wholly yours, I fay, he is, though he beſtow himfelte 
on many thoufands beſides. You will aske, how can 
that be? “I fay, that may be by reafon of his inſinite- 
neſſe; for that which is infinite. hath not parts, and 
therefore he beſtowes himſelfe not partly on one, and 
partly on another, but he beſtows all upon every one, 
for he is infinite and hath no parts. To expreſſe my 
ſelfe by a fimilitude,a point hath no parts, it is one 
indivifible, let a thouſand lines come to one point, e- 
very one haththe whole, and yet there ts butone that 
— all, becauſe it is indiviſible, and every one 
hath all: So is it with the Lord, though there be mi 
ny thouſands that God loves, yet every one hath the 
Lord wholly, he is to them alone, and expects thee to 
be to him alone, to beſtow thy felfe wholly on him; 
thereuponall thoſe words are put in, Thos fhalt leve the 
Lord with althy mind,with al thy heart, with althy ſoule. 
The meaning is this, whé al that is in a man is fet on 
work to ferve the Lord, whé he looks to the Lerd, whé 
he inclines towards the Lord, that is, when the mind is 
ſet on worke to thinke on him, to remember his glori- 
ous workes,to have a right knowledge and „ of 
: im: 
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him: Again, when the mt mory is. fet on worke to re- 
member him, and not to forget his benefits, his ſta. 
tutes and his ordinances, and ſo the reft of his facul- 

ties. And therefore if we love the Lord, wee will not. Tage 
doe this with our ſelves, to thinke I love him, and yet] plating of in: 
I will fuffer my mind in the meane time, to be exer- nm fand 
cifed in contemplating of fornicationznor to thinke 1 * 

love the Lord, and yet will ſuffer my memory in the 
meane time, ro be recollecting injuries, & breeding 
ofthem,and recalling my pleaſant ſinnes that are for- 
merly paſt, that I ſhould abhorre,thou canſt not love 


muſt not thinke to love him, and to reſerve thy affect- 
ions forthis or that particular thing that thou loveſt 
1 muſt beſtow all theſe on the Lord. 


2 eee = — 


. Thefecdd thing required in this love wherewith I | adisi 
wil end, is this, thatycalove the Lordwihalyour might. a a” 
You will fay, what isthe meaning of that, to love the |be with all our 
Lord with all my might: and withall my ftrengthe 07 
For the underſtanding of this, youmuft know, that | , bide 
Cod bath givendifferent might 4d different ſtrength lten,, 
to men;asa rich man hath more might than another: | the Lord wich 
for he ran rule more, and ſway more,and command all our might. ; 
more than a poore man can. A gaine a Magiſtrate, he 
can reſtraine by his power, and encourage mé by bis 
authority, and win them, yea compell them by his 
example. Againe a learned man, that is of great parts, 
that is of aiftranger wit then another, hee hath more 
might thã another, he is able to doe more thã a = 
i 3 0 
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n weaker parts. of weaker parts. Now to love the Lord with all our Lord with all our 

(might, is to improve all the meanes we have, all the 

-| ftrength, all the abilitie that we have above others, 

to improve it ſo, that we may ſerve the Lord with it 

more than others, that even as thou exceedeſt any in 

theſe abilities, ſo thou muſt goe beyond them in ſer- 

ving the Lord: This is to love the Lord with all thy 

mige that is to love him fò much more than a poore 

man, to beſtow more on him, to doe more for him, as 

thy riches make thee more able, & more ſtrong than 

another. For thee to love him now as another man 

doth, that hath leſſe might, che Lord will not take this 

love at thy hands; but will fay to thee as Land-lords 

Simile. fay to their Teaants, when they bring them leſſe rent 
then they fhould, leffe than his due,they will receive 
none;for they fay, ſo much is due. The Lord will re- 
quire ‘this, that you love him with all your might. If 
thou be a rich man, if thou bea Magiſtrate, if thou be 
a man of ſuch and {fuch opportunities to ſerve 
the Lord, and doe but a little, he will not accept it at 
all: thou mutt Iove the Lord with al thy might, for 
‘| God requires this at thy hands, hee leaves it not arbi- : 
trary. He. ſaitb, To whom much is given of him much 
fall be required. He faith not, I leave it to him to doe 
more or leſſe, but I require it, that is, Iwill exact it, 
according to the meaſure he hath received. Thete. 3 
fore cõſider with thy felfe, what meães thou haſt, 
what power God hath put into thy bãds, what ability 
thou haft more tha others. When you fend a fervant | | 
to market, you give hima greater price, you put more 
money into his hãds, fo you expect he ſhould bring 
more 
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more thananother that hath a leſſe price put into his 
hands:So the Lord doth.with men,he fends men in. | 
to the world, as men are ſent into the market, he gives 
a larger price to ſome, to fome he gives five Talents, 
to ſome three, to ſome two, the Lord expects that 
they ſhould bring home according to the price they 
have in their hands, that is according to the might, 
according to the ſtiength & opportunity he hath gi- 
ven them. For you muſt know, the Lord obſerves an 
exact difference bet weene man and man. It may be, 
thou liveſt under better meanes than another, thou 
haſt had better education than another, thou haſt 
more knowledge in the wayes of God than another, 
the Lord hath helped thee more by the inwatd ſug- 
geftions of his ſpirit than anotlier, he looks that thou 
ſhouldeſt bring forth more fruit than another. Aud fo 
againe for allother abilities and advantages: the Lord 
expects at our hands that we love him with all our 
might, otherwiſe, faith he, you might have given my 
money to the exchangers, and they would have made 
ule of it, Marke that in the Parable of the Talents? 
for a man will be ready to fay, if I beto w fome love 4 
onthe Lord, why fhould he exa& and requre the ut- i. 
moſt, why doth he require fo much at my hãds? Tes, . 
faith he, if another had this might, if another had this 
ſtrength & this opportunity that thou haft, he would 
have dé as the exchangers doe, he would have brou- 
ght it in with profit; fo if that abilitie were givento . isa lofe 
another, he would make ufe ofit: And therefore think Senne ae 
not much, if he require it at thy hands, for there isloff | negligent. 
if he ſhould not. Therefore know that the Lord re- | 
Ti 4 quires 
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quires this at thy hands. It may be that thou art mere 


compoſed, and more difpofed then another, itis no. 
thing for thee to abſtaine from drinking, to abſtaine 


from {wearing, becaufe thou art framed this way by 
| natural ingenuity and naturall temper that God bath 

iven thee, it is not that the Lord requires no more, 
ae thou live ſoberly, free from groſſe fins : no, 
God looks for more, he requires of every mã accor- 
ding to his ftrength and ability. As, youknow,s child 
may runne, and another man may walk, the Childe 
takes more paines, the man leſſe; if the reward were 
to be given 1 the endeavour, the Childe 
ſnould have it, though he that walkes come to the 
goalebefore him. | 

A man that is weake may not doe fo much as an- 
other that is ſtrong, and able to do ten times as much 
work as the other man that is weake; though thou 
do more work than he, this is not accepted, becaufe 
he looks that every man ſnould do his utmoſt, he re- 

vires that you fhould love him, and ferve him, and 
{et your felves to improve all your ability according 
to the might, according tothe Talent, according to 
the price he hath diftributed and meaſured to you, - 
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mil mihe 5.6. 5 - 
| For in Jefus Chriſt, westher circameihon auaileth any 
5 ve unciveamectfion,tut Faith which worketh 
| by Love- 
H E lak thing that we entred upon 
= Fon ti] was the cõditiõs that Ged requires 
in our love to him, wee went 
=U i through two of them the laft time, 
A| weecome now to that which re- 


Thirdly, you ſhall finde this to bee another 
condition in our love to the Lord, to love him «- 
bove all, that is, incomparably above all: For, 
my brethren, wee may love many things in the 
World, wee may love our ſelves, wee are com- 
manded to love our brethren as our ſelves; But this 

| is 
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is peculiarly required to the love of God, if it be 
1.Elfewelove | right in ús afd fuchas the Lord éxpects at dur hands, 
Gl. that we lové him above all, for dtherwiſe we doe not 
love him as God, we love him as a creature:for ſo we 

love him as God, and yet notto love him above all, 
is a contradiction. | 
— Beſides, if va fhod fot reckon him 4s the chiefe 
lere kim con- good, ang ſo prize lim above all, fome thing 
ſtantly. would offer ĩt ſelfe one time or another to us, and 
draw our affections to it, and then wee fhould leave 
the Lord and take that: Therefore, I ſay, it is required 
that we love the Lardabòd rea. For every kind of 
love ts not ſufficient: as we ſee it in other things; 
that love that will ferve a ſervãt, or a common friend 
will not ſerve a wife, it is another kinde of love; 
that love will not ſerve for one, will not ferve for an- 
other? àa Parén’, a King, and a maſter, as they have 
different relations, ſo they muſt be loved with diffe- 
rent kinds of love. Now then conſider what love it 
is that belongs to the Lord, he muſt have all, he muſt 
have a love that anſwers him: otherwiſe, if thou 
come with a little pittance of love, and ſay, Lord, I: 
am willing to beſtow this on thee, the Lord will re- 
fufe itzhe will anſw. Iwill take none of thefe things at 
J | your hands: Even as Land-lords doe with their Te- 
S: mile. nants, when they bring not all the Rent, they refuſe it 
and re ject it, becauſe it isnot that which they re- 
quire and which is due. Even ſo the Lord deales with 
us, as he did with the young man of the Goſpell, ſaith 
he, Co and fell all that thou haſt: My brethren, it was 
not the act of ſelling, it was the affection that was 
À required 
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quired. Therefore Chrift did but try his affection by 
hits. and it was performed by she wife, Merchant that 
him above all „% 

And there is good reaſon for it, for he is moſt ex- 
cellent and moſt amiable of all. ... 
|. Befides, 1 am ſure: he hath danetor us more than 

all, as S. Paul {peakes, Was. Rawl crucified for gon: hath 
not Chrift bought you, bath not he redeemed you, 
| hath not he deferved more then all? and fhould he 
not therefore be loved above all. 

Againe,.is he notethe uttermoſt end are not all 
natures elſe ſubordinate? God as he is above all, ſo 
fhould we havea love anſwerable unto him. 

But you will object, what, to love God above my 
felfe, how can I doe that; 

Yes my brethren; and there is good reafon for 
that too, becauſe in fo doing we provide bèſtfor our 
felves; it is not ſo with the creature, if you ſet your 
love uponit, if you love any creature above your 
ſelves, it may be the deftruction of your felves: But 
the Lord can provide for you, and repaire you againe 
when the creature is deſtroyed for the Lords ſake; 
when a man is a looſer of any thing that he doth for 

| | the Lord he is a greater gainer by ies for it is the rule 
that God hath appointed the creature and the perfe- 

| Aion of every creature isin comming neereto the 
rule. Now when the Lord hath appointed this, to 
love him above our felves, in fo doing we cannot 
caufe but provide beft for our ſelves, becaufe therein 
lies our excellency and perfection. Thisis therefore 
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another: 


fold all, this the Lord. requires thas-we thould love | 


Why we muf | 
love the Lord 
above all. 


Objet. 


Why we muft 
love God above 
our ſelves. 
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Nox to love 
pleafures mere 


than God, 
what. 
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ſhalt now preferre thy profits and thy buſineſſe be. 


another property of this love, we muſt love God 
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beve all, aboveall riches, above all profits, above 
all honour and credit,above all learning and delight, 
above our ſelves & our lufts: therefore you fhal find it 
in the phraſe of Scripture how it runnes, thofe that 
love pleaſures more than. Ged,tholethat love the praiſe 
of men more than God, thole that love wealth: more 
than God, you feehow they are excluded. 

You fhall fee what it is not to love the praiſe of 
men more than God, it ĩs this, whenthey. come to- 
gether at fome times in competition, as they wall ever 
and anon, fill to preferreG od befbre them. As for 
enample, the Lord hath commanded you to ſanctiſie 
the Sabbath to pray continually, the lea thou cauſt 
doe, is to doe it Evening aad Mormng, aud to 
doe it diligently. Now when thy profits and thy 
bufinefle, or thy eaſe fhall come and thruſt thee o 
from fuch a dutie, now they come together, and here 
they meet upon a narrow Bridge as it were; if chou 


fore the ſervice of the Lord, thou art a lover of thy 
wealth more then of him. You may bring it to many 
ſuch examples. 

So againe, the Lord hath commanded to be dili- 
gent in yourcallings, to improve the time to the beft 
advantage, for you ſhall give aa account for it, it is 
one of the moft precious Talents you have: Now, i 
pleafures, and ſports, and recreations fhall come in 
and allure you, and call you, to draw you away to 
ſpend time amiſſe, now they come in competition; 
if you doe this ordinarily, ye are lovers of pleaſures 
more then lovers of God. So 
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So againe, God hath commanded thee that thou 
ſhouldeſt not commit adultery, that thou fhalt not 
kill, that chou ſnalt forbeare ta revenge, and the like: 

Nov if any luft ſball ſtand in oppoſition to fuch a 
command, if thou preferre this before it, thou art a 
lover of thy ſelf, and of thy lufts before God. | 

In a word, go through any fuch thing, wherein 
God and thy luſts, thy pleaſures oꝝ thy profits come 
in competition, when thou ſhalt in thy ordinary 
courſe be ready to preferre that before him, thou lo- 
veſt that before him, thou loveſt that before the 
Lord; and though thou think that thou loveſt God, 
yet notwithſtanding, know this, that that love is not. 
ſufficĩent, thou muſt love him above all. 

And if you fay, who is ableto perform this? Who | Ques. 
is it that doth not at fome times preferre his plea- 
— and profits before. the obedience to a com- 
ma eo  . - 


Tanſwer, itis a thing that hath been done and is |47/wer. 
done by all the Saints: Therefore if you look in Dent. 
o. 6. ſaith the Lord, I will cirrumoiſe ti hoart and the 

art of thy ſced e thou fhalt love meq with al thy bars. 
He ſpeakes it there ofa thing that is acted indeed, 
of a thing that is to be done by thoſe that are rege- 
nerate : I will circumciſe you, and then you fhall 
doe it. And, my brethren, a man that hath the 
leaſt meaſure of grace, if he be once in-Chrift, he 
loves God above all; that is, let a man be bimſelfe at 
any time, let not his luſts get the upper ground of 
him. as ſometimes they doe when he is in paſſion and 
tranſported; indeed then feare may prevaile as it did 


with 
— — oi 
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object. 
Anfu. 


and greater familiarity-So much for this third condi- 
tion, to love him above all. „ 


4. Requifite to 
be reoted and 
grounded in 
love. 


bigge 


| yee be rooted and grounded in lowe, that is, that as yee 
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with Peter, and lufts may prevaile as they did with 
David: But the meaning is, let a man be himſelfe in 
his ordinarie courſe, and ſtill he preferres the Lord be- 
fore any thing in all his actions. 

You will ſay, this is a thing that no man can doe, to 
love God above all. 

ves, my beloved, therefore you muſt underſtand it 
thus; that comparatively you may reach its all thoſe 
that are fanGified, doe love him above all: although 
there be many degrees of Love you cannot reach un- 
to, yet you love him abeve all. Even as it is in Mar- 
riage, aman may love his Wife with ſuch a degree 
of love as is meete for her, yet there may be a grea- 
ter degree of love, con: inuance of time may increafe 
that love uf o further knowledge, &c. So we may 
love the Lord above all, and yet come fhort of that 
degree that we may have after longer communion, 


4 


But yet this is not enough, we finde another con- 
dition required in. this Love, in Epheſ. 3. 17. Tha 


muft not love the Lord by Ralves, fo yee muk not 
love him by fits and by ſtarts, it muſt be a fixed love, 
a permanent love, you mult be rooted and groun- 
ded init, otherwiſe, as itis ſaid of him - thatis 
unſtable in the Faith» as Jam. 1. 12. He tsas i wave 6 
the fea toſſed to cy fro, the fame may be faid of him 
that wavers in love, he is toſſed to & fro, tha: is, ſome. 
times he commeth with great purpoſes, with abun- 
dance of promifes and refolutions, that ſeeme as 
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bes as Mountaines, but ſtay a while, and they 
come to nothing, they vanifh away. Suppoſe it 


with an expreſſion of as much love, as that there 
could be no more for a day or two, but preſently af- 
terward, Kee is as ſtrange as if hee had never feene 
_| thee, wouldeft thou regard fuch à love ds this? No 
ſurely, but as we uleto doe with framick men, though 
that they be ſober for a while, yet we reckon them 
frantick, becauſe they are more conſtantly frantick; 
fuch account doth the Lord make of ſiich · as doe love 
him by 8 falesi ©. s. 
But you will fa 
the fame ftay ? It is true my Brethren, I denie not: 
but that the beft of che Saints have their love fome- 
times in the full Tide, and ſometimes in the Jowett 
ebbe; but you muft know that there is a great deale 
of difference between thefe degrees, and that love 
that is as the morning dew and preſently dryed up 
apaine, therefore you muſt alwayes remember, that 
this muft be added to that which formerly- hath 
— ſpoken, that ye muſt rooted be and grounded in 
ove. a 


You will fay, how ſhall we doe that 
.| Remember but theſe two things: Labdur to be 
rooted and grounded in Faith, and then you ſhall be 
rooted and grounded in Love, as in that place I na- 
med before in Epheſ. 3. 17. he prayeth that Chrift may 
dwell in their hearts by faith, that ſo being rooted and 
aunded in Love they may comprehend &c. Let a man 
confider well upon what ground he hath perfwaded 
Se | him 


„who is there that is alwaies at | Gog 


were thy own caſe, that a man ſhould come to thee, 


Out love to 
sae 
Wayes in the 
ſame degree. 


How to be reo- 
ted in love. 

1. Tobe rooted 

in faith. s 


2. Piech ous 
love jon his 


potion. 
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imſelf of the Lords favour and love to him, let him 
not build upon a hollow fandy foundation, but let him 
build the aſſurance of his ſalvation upon a Rock, that 
is, let him examine his grounds to the bottome, let 
him ſearch it well, let him conſider all the objections 
that may be made againſt his aſſurance, and not give 
over till he be fully convinced, that the Lord his 
heart is perfect with him, and when he is thus rooted 
and grounded in faith, he will like wiſe be rooted and 
grounded in love. 7 
Againe, remember to pitch your love upon the 
perfon, not to love him for by-refpects, for other 
matters, but fet your eye upon the very perfon cf 
Chriſt, to behold him in his glory, in his pureneſſe, 
in bis attributes, in all his excefléneles, and fo to 
love him, for that will continue; for if you love the 
Lord becauſe he deals well with you, becauſe you 
have hope he will ſave you, becauſe you have eſca- 
ped ſuch and ſuch judgements through his provi- 
dence; if any of theſe be the ground of your love, 
thefe are mu able; but if you love him for himfelfe, 
be cauſe of that àmiableneſſe that is in him; for my 
brethren, he is the fame, there is no ſbadem of change 
in him. Therefore if you. love himthus, your love will 
be conſtant; this was the cafe of fob, his love was 
right, Ee loved the very perſon of God, therefore he 
was willing to take gocd and evill at the hand o 
God, and yet his love remained fure. Take another 
man thæt hath not known God, that is not acquain: 
ted with him, it may be when the Lord hath brought 
him into profperity, he will forget the Lord, as De- 
i : HAS 
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mas embraced the prefent world; the proſperity of fuch 
a mandrawes him from God. Another man, when 
rfecutions and tryallscome, he forfakesthe Lord, 
aufe indeed he pitched not his love upon his 
perfon, therefore he loves him not conſtantly. But 
to goe on. | 
he next is that property ye fhall find in I Thef. 
1.3. Diligent love: that is the Laft which I will name 
to you. I ſay, it muſt be a diligent love wherewith 
ou love the. Lord, and not an idle and negligent 


love, not a love that is in fhew only, but a love that 


is operative, for that God requires, 

You will fay, wherein ſhould our 
gent? 

I anfwer, you muſt be diligent in preparing for 
the Lords comming, that you may receive the King 
of glory, that he may enter into your hearts, for there 
is a diligence of love in that; to doe as Jahn Baptift 
came todoe, to prepare the a the Berd, What was 


love be dili- 


that? to bring downe the taines, and to raiſe 
up the Valleys, that is, thow high thoughts, thoſe 
-| bigh luſts that ſtand in oppoſition againſtthe Lord, 
that barre the doore againſt him, that will not let 
him enter into your hearts, bring downe thoſe moun- 
taines: againe, the valleis muſt be raiſed up, that 
Cod may come and dwell in your hearts; the dili- 
ence of love is ſliewed in opening to the Lord when 
knockes, that when a thing fhall be ſuggeſted to 
you, it is for the Lords advantage to embrace it, for 
it is the nature of true love, it enlargeth and wideneth 
the heart. | 


Kk Againe, 
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5. Requifite it 
muĝ be dıli- 
gent. 


Wherein our 
love muſt be 
diligent. 
1. In preparing 
for Chr iſts 
coming. 
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In adorning 
Soule. 


8 keeping | 
Comman- 
dements. 
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or no ſuch love, for indeed 
e judged of than in obey- 
ing: to ſay thou loveſt him, and keepeſt not his 
commands, it is but a dead love, and a picture of 
love, it is not love indeed: it is, but as the Apoſtle 
ſaith, to doe it in word, and not in truth, for when 
you love him indeed, you doe the tning he would 
have you to doe: Therefore fo much diligence in 
keeping his commands, fo much love, he that doth’ 
moſt, loveth moft. And fo youſee the conditions that 
are required inthis love, whata kind of love ic is that ! 
God will have at your hands, or elfe he will not take it 
of you. Now 
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Now my brethren, there remaines but one thing 
more, wherewith we willconclude this point, that is; 
now I have beene fo large in ſhewing you what this 
love is, (herein you cannot blame us if we we preſſe 
you to it, becauſe it is one of the greateſt and moft 
radicall vertues, Faith and Love, therefore we have 
beene the larger in defcribing it to you; ) Ifay, now 
you have heard what it is, what remaines but this, 
to fhew you the great danger in not loving; And 
that we will make to be the laſt conſectarie that we 
will draw from this Doctrine. 
Iſay, conſider how dangerous a thing it is to neg. 
lect it, the Lord you fee requires it upon pain of 
damnation, whatſoever you have, yet notwithftan- 
ding if you have not this love, you are not in Chift, 
and fo you ſhall be excluded. Let no man thinke that | God deals nor 
this is exaction; that it is a hard thing that the Lord hardly wich ws 
requires it with. this ex action, for what is it that he Iove beenie, 
requires? if he had required of you to offer ſacri- It i ha 
fice, ashe did inthe old Law, then the poore man | which every 
-| might have objected, he had not wherewithal; | one may give. 
| if he had required us to fight battels, the weake man | quires this, 
might have faid he could not doe it, he was notable, | might have 
9 now young and old, rich and poore, all can der ag. 
love 
Beſides, if we conſider who it is that requires this 
love, is not the great God of heaven and earth? Is it 
not the Sonne? If he had commanded thee the har- 
deſt thing in the world, if he had ſaid, thou ſhalt caſt 
| | 
thy felfe into the fire, thou fhaltfacrifice Children 
| to me; you are his creatures, and you muk obey 
Kk 2 him: 
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him : But when he requires this onely at thy hands, 
o love him, is it not equal! ¢ | 
Befides, when he requires this, it is for your bene- 
fit for when you have given the Lotd your hearts, the 
Lord givesyouthem again; even as the Earth, the | 
water receives from the Sea, it returnes it better 


3. It is for our 
own benchi. 


cration to the death. That is the place I would have | 
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But what is that to he curfed ? 
My Brethren, to be curſed isto be ſeparated, to be 
ſet apart, 9 ti unto evill, ſo that all that love 


not the Lord fefus, they are men ſeparated and fet a- 
part to evill, fo that no man may meddle with them, 


203 


To be curled, 
what. 


no man may touch them to doe them good: as the 


‘Saints, and thoſe that love the Lord, they are ſet apart 
that no man may touch them for hurt; ſo it is here, 
when à man is curſed, the meaning is this, hee is fet 
apart, ſecluded fromall good things, that none are to 
meddle with him, heis fet apart for evill, all things 
ſhall concurre together to doe him hurt; this is when 
the Lord curſeth any man, and this is the cafe of eve. 
ry man that loves not the Lord Jefus. 
Our buſineſſe when we preach the Goſpell, is but 
to offer the Lord Jeſus to you, that is all that we have 
to doe; and all that you have to doe that heare us, is 
to take Jeſus Chrift, to believe in him, to love him: 
Now faith the Lord, if ye will not doe this, if you 
will not love him, every ſuch one let him be accurſed. 
Now, when the Lord thall curſe a man, as faac faid, 
Thave bleſſed him, and he ſball be bleſſed: fo whom the 
Lord curſeth, he curfed, and it is a fearfull 
thing if you conſide and therefore wee will a 
little open it, & fhew you wherein this curſe conſiſts. 


Which Iurge the more, becauſe it is an uſual thing | 
among men, when they come to conſider their ſinnes 


in particular, wherewith they have provoked God to 


anger, they look uponthisor that groffe fin, but this 


defect and omiffion of love they ſcarce put into the 
number of their finnes, But that you may know now 
Kk 3 what 
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whatit is not tolove him, you may confider by the 
greatneſſe of the punifhment ; and that you fee here 
is a curfe : Now that you may know what this curfe 
is; know that it conſiſts in theſe foure things. 
br erntet? Firſt, it conſiſts in this, he ſhall be feparated from 
hinge. grace and goodneſſe, from holineſſe; and this is the 
Beka curſe upon his ſoule in this reſpect, in regard of ex- 
gi clufion from grace, which is tothe foule as an obftru- 
tion in the liver is to the body, as athiefe in the can- 
dle is to the candle, which cauſeth it to waft and con- 
ſume, and weare away; ſo it is in shis curſe, when God 
fhall lay it upon the foule of any man, be fhall not 
thrive ingrace, his inward man fhall not proſper at all, 
he fhall be ſtill in the 9 hand, & the Lord fhal! 
take away frõ him that which he ſeems to have: hen 
the Lord fhal fay to theeas to the fig-tree, Newer frait 
grow more on thee:that is a fearful curfe,whenthe Lord 
(hall curſe and fay to a man, though thou haft ſome 
leaves upon thee, there are fome things that feem to 
be good inthee, yet becauſe thou haft not love, never 
fruir fhall grow upon thee more.: What 3 curſe is it 
think you, that fhall make the foule of a man to wi- 
ther, as the figtree withered the ſpeech of Chrif? 
that is, when every thing rive a man off from 
that which is good, and carry him on to deftm. 
tion; whatfoever befalleth him in poverty, in prof- 
perity, riches, and friends or enemies, every thing 
fhall breed his hurt: hee thall have riches when hee! 
is moft ready to abuſe them, he fhall have adverſi- 
ty then, when it is worſt for him to bee in adverfity, | 
that fhall bee to him as the lopping of trees out ot 


ſeaſon: 
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feafon: he ſnall be as an unthrifty ſonne, fet him to 
a trade in the Citie, there he goes down the wind; 


put him to husbandry in the Countrey, that thrives 


not with him: fuch is the cafe of every one that 
loves uot Chriſt. So my brethren, when Chriſt is 
preached to you, when you will not receive the do- 
Grine, but tefuſe it, t fee the dome here, faith 
the Apoftle, lethim be accurfed: this caufeth m:n 
to goe away from the Lord. Becaufeshey receive not 
the love of the truth, therefore he gives them up to 
beleeve lies; becauſe that men receive not Chriſt in 
the love of the Goſpell, he gives them upto a cepro- 
bate ſenſe, from one degree to another, till there 
be fioremédy. We ſee by experience, are there not 
many that are given up to the ſinne of drinking, and 
idleneſſe, and company- keeping, and others to 
other finnes? you fee many plod on in an oldtracke of 
fin, fome lying a long time in a dead ſottiſſi courſe, 
ſo as the moſt powerfull Miniſtery in the world 


will not ſtirre them, which is an evidence that the 


Lord hath curſed ſuch, therefore the miniftery can 


doe them no good. And thisis the firſt curſe upon’ 


men that love not the Lord leſus. 

But perhaps thou regardeſt not this curſe, be- 
cauſe thou regardeſt not grace and holineſſe from 
which ic feque‘treth thee, but yet there is another 
branch of it, thou fhaltbe ſeparated from the pre- 
fence of the Lord, that is, from the joy, from the in- 
fluence, from the protection of God; and this is a 
very fearefullcurfe. Youknow what it was to Cain 
inthe fourth of Genefis, when * Lord had curſed 

| K 
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2. Separation 


from the pre · 


fence of God. 
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him, faith he, Iam bid from thy face: that was the 
great curfe that was laid upon him, of which he was 
moſt ſenſible, that he was ſeparated from the pre. 
ſenee of the Lord. And my brethren, this is no 
ſſmall thing, becauſe God á the God of all comfort, and 
to be feparated from his prefence, is the worft thing 
that can befall us in this life. 1 

It was Seals cafe, whenthe Lord had once caſt him 
off, he was ſeparate from the preſence of God, {o that 
when he came to aske councell, the Lord would an- 
ſwer him no more, he would have no more to do with 
him: you know how fearefull and how bitter this 
was to Saul. On the other fide, fee how much Ate- 
es magnifies the prefence of God. Lord. faith he, 
thou goe not with us, carry us not hence:as if the preſence 
of God were the greareft comfort in the world, as in- 
eed it is. This is onother thing wherein ye ſnall be 
curſed. 

Againe, there is yet another branch of it, ye ſhall 
not onely be ſeparated from grace, and from the pre- 
fence of the Lord, but there ſhall be a curſe upon 
your outward eſtate. It is faid of Caiuc in the fame 
Chapter, Thou fhalt be curſed from the carth: it may be 
many that heare of being curſed from grace, and of 
feparation, from the prefence of the Lord, are of that 
minde that they care not for it, that they regard it 
not: it may be you care notto be curſed from hea. 
ven; but to be curſed from the earth goes ne ere to 
you, and that is a thing which the moſt earthly.- min. 
ded man in the world is ſenſible of. Now you muſt 
know, that whatſoever loves not the Lord Ieſus hall 


be 


3. A curfe on 
outward 
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be eurfed from the earth, that is, there ſhall be a curſe 
upou you in all earthly things, in all things that be- 
long to this preſent life whatfoever they are. 


ſuch men as they, defcribed to be menthat abound 
in out ward wealth, in outward bleſſings. 

It may be fo in outward thew, but yet there is a 
curfe upon them notwithfianding. Abimelech had the 


had the Geass, but yet there was a curfe with them: 
Ahab had the Vineyard, but it was acurſe to him. So 


mercies in-their owne nature, yet if the Lord will 
mingle them witha cutſeʒ ye thall find no eaſe from 
them at all: and this isathing that is well known by 
experience, if the hearts of men will ſpeake what they 
know. This is che caſe of thoſe that love not the 
Lord The earth fhall not give her increaſe, you thall not 
have that found comfort, that ſweetneſſe, that influ. 
ence of comfort from earthly bleffings;though you 
have the creatures about you which naturally have 
bleffingsin them, yet they will not give downe that 
milk for your comfort, you fhall not be fatisfied 
with them, you fhall fee a conftant emptineſſe in 
them, they fhall be to you as the fhel without the ker- 


ye fhall find the leaft comfort in them, when you 

moft expect it: the Lord meets thus with thofe that 

love him not inearthly bleiſings. 

But laft of all, there is one branch of this — 
| — which 


47 


But you will ſay, we fee it quite otherwiſe, we fee Object. 


Anfw. 
A man may be 


curfed in out- f- 
Kingdome, yet there wasacurfe that never ceafed till |ward things in 
he was rooted out of the Kingdome : The Z/raclites ("4% of plenty |. 


all theſe things that are of themfelves bleſſings and | 


ellzand fo much more you fhall be miferable becaufe} 
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| which exceeds all the reft, and that is the eternal 
4-The eroa!) curfe that fhallbe upon mea for ever: while ye live! 
day of judg- | here in this life, there is a certaine fhew, a certaine: 
men. twilight of comfort thatthe Lord fometimes affords: 
even to evillmens but then there ſhall be a perſect 
midnight, then the Sun of comfort ſhall fet upon you 
altogether, and riſe no more: in that day, ſaith the A- 
poſtle, it ſhall be she day of the manifiſtation of the ja 
wrath of Ged: in that day when the Lord fhall open 
the treaſures of his wrath, thoſe which have been fo! 
long time a gathering. While. we lve here, the 
clouds of Gods indignation are but a gathering, then 
they fhall grow thicke and black, and faften upon 

outothe uttermoft, then all the great deeps 

e broken up, then the flood-gates of Gods judge- 

ments fhall prevaile and over-flow yous that cafe 
(hall be yours at that time, and this is a time which 
is to be conſidered by you now. In Eccleſ- 1. 7. Re- 
member the dayes of darkencfe, for they are many My 
brethren, eternitie is another thing than we conſider 
it to be while we live in this world, In P.al. 78. 28. The 
Lord called back bis wrath, and ſtirred not up all his in. 

dignation: but at that time the Lord ſhall ſtirre up all 
his wrath; ye doe here but fip of this cup, but then 
ye {hall drinke up the dregs of it for ever. This fhall 
the cauſe of thofe that love not the Lord. | 
Men may be) But you will fay, this is afarre off, and therefore 
curfed,though| the leſſe terrible: itis not neere at hand. | 
che cure be, | Well, though this curſe in which we have fhewed| 
: theſe foure branches, be not preſently executed, yet 
b remember this, that when we preach the Gofpellto 


you, 
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you, as we doe fromglay to day, and are ftill offe- 
ring you Chriſt, beſeeching you to come ia, ind take 
him & love him, but yet yop will not, know that there 
is a thunderbolt alwayes following this, lightning: 
when ohn the Baptiſt came and preached the Goſpell, 
he tels them preſently of the cutſe that was to follow. 

You doe not Know the time when the Lord will exe- 
cute this curfes Cain was curfed many yeares before 
he died:and fo Saul, when the Lord had rejected him, 
and had made a feparation be:ween God and him, 
(for a gurſe is but a ſeparation, when a mad is caſt a- 
fide atid fet apart for ſuchà purpofe, fo Saul was fet 
apart for evill yet he AE A many yeares after, not- 
withftanding he was under the curſe. Sothofe that 
the Lord ſware in his wrath they fhould not enter in- 
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to his reſt, there was a curſe upon them, yet they lived | 


many yeares in the wilderneſſe: Therefore though 

the execution be not preſently, and though thou 

in proſperitie for the preſent, yet it is but Cains prof- 
rity; though he had his life continued, yet the curſe 
y upon him notwithftanding: therefore I fay, take 


heed of refuſing and deferring, left he ſweare in his 


wrath that ye fhall not enter into his reft: it is a dan- 
gerous thing to refuſe the Lord Ieſus, when he is of- 
fered the firft, and fecond, thir dand fourth time, and 
fill you will not come in. Take heed and remember 
that ſpeech of the Apoftlé that we named to you, 
Whofeever laveih not the Lord Ieſus. let him be accurſed. 
When the Apoſtle looked upon the men to whom he 
had preached and written, You Corinthians to whom 
the Gofpelf hath been plentifully preached and made 


| 


knowne, | 
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knowne, thoſe among you that have heard mee, and. 
have been made acqulinted with this doctrine of the 
freeneffe of Gods offerin g grace toyous if you will 
not take Chriſt in good earneſt, if you will not love 
him, let fuch a man be accurſed: and brethren, S. Paal 
was ſtirred up by the ſpirit of God to pronounce 
this curſe. So fay, let theſe words continue in your 
minds, that whofoever loves not the Lord jeſus, 
let him be a Anathema Maranatha; and he that 
hath eares to heare, let him heave what the Spirit 
faith: for happy and bleffed are thofe 
that love the Lord Jefus, but mif- 
rable and curſed are thofe that 
doe not love him. 

+ * 


The Eighth Sermon. 


GALAT, 5. 6. 

For in Jefus Chrift „neither circumciſſon availeth any 
thing, nor uncircumciſion, but Faith which worketh 
by Lover. 


P workes; for which we will goe no fur- 
tber thanthis Text: we cannot havea 
~~ fitter, for, faith the Apoſtle, when you 
come to have to doe with Chrift Jefus,to be ingrafted 
into him, to make your felves firft acceptable to 
God through him, all che works you can doe are no- | 
thing, they are no more that the omiffion of them, 
circumciſion is the fame with uncircumcifion: But 
what is of moment then ? Faith ( faith he :) But E hat 
aith 


— ̃ — - .. —. 


212 


Of Love. 
| 


faith muſt that be? Such a faith as begets love: And | 


We areto be 
Judged not 
enely by our 
faith and love 
but by our 
wor kes. 


what love muft that be? Such a love as fets you of: 
worke: fo that you have a chaine here conſiſting of 
theſe three linkes; faith which when it is right, will 
beget love, and love when it is right will ſet you on 
work, faith which works by love. So the point we 
will deliver to you out of theſe words, ſnall be this. 
That we are to be judged not only by our faith & loue, 
but by our works ; that no man hath faith and love, 
that none are new creatures, that none have fincerity, 
but works will follow. | l | 
Thisisa point which I doe not meane to handle at 
large as we have done the other, but will endeavour, 
to finifhitat this time: it is a very neceſſary point, 


J becauſe men are ready to applaud themfelves in 


— — —— 


their knowledge, in their good meaning, in their. 
honeſt deſires, and in the meane time they faile in 
their lives and actions; therefore as thoſe are the ra- 
dical vertues which indeed make up the new creature, 
Faith and Love, ſo you muſt know that good works 
are never diſ-· joyned from them, wherefoever there 
ſinceritie and a new creature, good works will fo. 
OW. ö 
The Scripture you know is evident ia this, A good 
tree bring eth forth good fruit, Mat. 7. that is, it can · 
not be, that a man fhould have a new heart, it cannot 
be that a man ſhould be regenerate, but that his 
workes will be alſo new; looke how farre the heart 
of any man is holy, look how farre his heart is put 
into a new frame of grace, in that meaſure his workes 


will be good, and his life ſanctificd. In Acts 14. 22. 


IC 
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it is faid of David, I have found a man after mine owne 
| heart, who will doe vhatſoe ver I will:and in Mat. 23. 26. 
Make the infide cleane, that the out. fide may be cleane al- 
ſo: As if he ſhould ſay, ifthe inſide be right, if the 
heart be fet right within, if that be well moulded, | 
the outſide will be cleane, they cannot be dif-joy- | 
ned. : 

Ifaman haveatreafure within, there will be fil- 
ver in his ſpeeches and actions; but if his heart be 
nothing worth, his words and actions will be but 
meere droſſe: It is the {cope of that, Prov. o. 20. 
The words of the rizhteous are as, fined ſiluer, but the he- 
art of the wicked is nothing worth: That is, when his he- 
art is nothing worth, his ſpeeches and actions are no- 
thing worth too, but the good man that hath his trea. 
(ure in his heart, there isfilver and gold in his {pees 
ches and actions, that is, they are likewiſe precious. 
Therefore let no man ſay he hath faith and love, and 
as good a heart as the beſt, though his actions be 
not fo good, though hee be not fo ſtrict in his car- 
riage; for it cannot be my brethren. 

For firſt of all, if a mans heart be good, hee hath | Realon. 
the ſpirit of God dwelling there: now, faith the Apo- Chritian 
ſtle, 2 Tim. 1.6. The ſpirit is not a [pirit of feare, or a hath the ſpirit 
ſpirit of weakeneſſe, a ſpirit that onely makes at- | and chag is 


2 
tempts, and is not able to bring things to paffe; but * 
it isa ſpirit of power, 4 ſpirit of a found minde: That is, 
doe not thou pretend thou meaneſt well, and deſi- 


reſt well, and thinke it is ſufficient, but ſtirre up the 


gift that is in thee, fet thy felfe on worke, doe the oo 
actions that belong to thee in thy place, and doe i 
| | not 
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f not lay I am not able to doe ir, for we have not recei- 


ved a fpirit that is weake, but a ſpirit of power: the 
fame I may faytoevery Chriſtian, If ye be in Chrif, 
ye have the ſpirit, which isa ſpirit of power. So you 
have it likewiſe, Gal. 5. 25. F gou live in the fpirit,| 
walke in the ſpirit: that is, if you have fo much ofthe 
{pirit, as to mate you living men, thew it by wal- 

king in the ſpirit, by following the ſpirit, by doing 
that which the ſpirit guides you to; therefore it is 
impoſſible that man ſhould have a right minde, but 
that his workes alfo will be good, becaufe grace is 

trong; in 2 7. 2. I. And thew my fonne, be firong in 

the grace received, gc. As if he ſhould fay, grace is: 

ſtrong thing, it ſtrengthens every man that hath 

received it; if thou profeſſe thou haſt received the 
grace of Chrift to regenerate thee, to change thee, 

and to make thee a new creature, let that appeare by 
fhewing thy felfe ſtrong in thy actions, able and 
ready to doe every thing that belongs to thee in thy 
place. Indeede flefh is weake; fo much flefh, fo 
much weakeneffe: for that is weake, and fading, 
and withering, and mutablesit is graffe, and all the 
purpofes of it, and the defires of it are no better: 
but the fpirit is ftrong, and grace is ftrong, quite: 
contrary tothe flefh: as the Prophet fpeakes, fayi 
| 31. 3. Te are men and not Gods, fleſp and not ſpirit, when 

he would fhew their weazeneſſe; as if weakeneſſe 
were a concomitant of the flefh, and ſtrength a con- 
| comitant of the ſpirit: Therefore if you have the 
| ſpirit of Chrift in you, there will be ſtrength to goe 
| through good workes, not onely to intend them, 
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fand purpofe them, and refolve on them, but you 
will put thofe refolations and purpoſes in execu- 
tion. N 5 = 

. Secondly, it mufts needs be fo, becaufe there isa 
chaine, betweene good workes and the inward recti- 
| tude of the heart, a chaine that cantiotbe difjoyned; 

for ye thall fiad that thefe three things alwayes goe | 
together. : 3 Te 

Firſt, as that indeed isthe beginning of every mans |. Reaſon. 

renewing, there muſt be a knowledge, a man mutt | Inward recti. 
be enligiitned, he muft be renewed in the Ipirit of d ver, 
his midde, as the Apoſtleſaith. Now if the know-|Sgeher. T 
ledge be right, if it be a convicting knowledge, a 
ſanctifying knowledge, 2 knowledge to purpofe, it 
wil draw on affections, it cannot chuſe, they are ne. 
ver feparated, you are never truly enlightened by 

Gods Spirit, but affections follow neceflarily, and 

then if the affections be right, if knowledge draw on 
holy affections, love and feare, and defires, &c. Af. 
ſections are the immediate principles of actions, 
there is no man that hath right affect ions, but good 

workes will follow: fo that thefe three are never diſ. 
joynede ſanctified knowledge draweth on holy affe. 
ctions, and they draw on good actions: as ye have it in 
Matth. 13. 5. Their hearts are waxed fat, and their cares 
are dull of hearing, and why? you Mall fee the chaine 

there, leſt ſceing with theirceyes they fhiutd underftand 
with their hearts, and be converted, and I fhould heale 
shim: Marke it, if they fhould fee wich their eyes, 
the Lord hath given ttem up to judge amiſſe of 
things, that feeing they doe 3 that is, they fee 

not 
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may be not oñely knowledge, butan approbation of 
what is good in ių they can approve that which is 
good; fo farrethey may goe. Idoenorfay they can 
elight in it, for that is another thing, they doe not 
love and delight in it, that is not ſutable to them, yet 
they may approve it. Now from theſe two principſes, 
to know that which is good, and to approve it, they 
may goe fo far as to purpoſe and deſire to ferve God; 
they may have good meanings, but, yet if actions fol- 
low not, if there be not reformation in their lives; if 
a ma deny not himſelfe in his beloved ſinne, if he cõe 
not to that outward profeſſion of holineffe that is re 
quired in Scripture, and is ſeene in the lives of the 
Saints, he hath nothing to comfort himfelfe vvithall; 
theſe good meanings will not ſerve the turne. 
For know this, though it he true as we ſee there may 
be actious where there is no ſound heart, as the fe- 
cond and third ground brought forth a kind of fruit 
when there was neither of them aright: hypocrites 
you know may goe farre, they may makea blaze, a 
your comets doe more than the true ftarres, though 
this be true, that there may be abundance of good 
workes where there is no rightneſſe and ſoundneſſe, 
no fincerity, no pureneſſe within, yet againe alſo on 
the other fide, wherefoever there is ſincerity, there 
are good workes, and though many times the outſide 
be cleãe whéthe inſide is not, yet the inſide is never 
cleane, but the outſide is cleane too, and that is the 
thing we muk examine our ſelves by. Fhough it bee 
not a good rule to ſay, I have good workes, therefore 
my heart is right: yet it is a good rule to ſay onthe 


other 
, — ena as > 


2. Approbation 
of that which 
is good. | 


Though there 
may be good 
works where 


other fide, I Want good workes;therefore my heart 
is not right’; except there be a generall reformation 

in your lives, except things be reform d that youknow - 
to be amiſſe: Indeed when it is not revealed to you, 
then there is fomething for you to fay, bur hen you 
ktiow ‘that fch a duty is to be dont, that your ſpee- 
ches fhould be holy, that they fhould be feafoned 
with ſalt, that you ought to abſtaine from finnes of all 
kindes, from all appearance that you ought not toad. 
tit ay kind. of dalliance, not the ſeaſt touch of any 
finne. Now not to fet your felyes wick all your might 
to reform this, this js a ‘fure argument you are not 
right: for if the generall frame of the heart be good, 
there will bea generat reformation of the life. I here- 
fore let no man fay, l purpoſe well, but na this parti. 
cular infirmity I muft be ſpared, to ſuth æ thing my 
nature is prone, and Iam given to it, l cannot tell how 


Say norio, for ifthe heave bexight, xte actions willbe 
right and unblame able: mi 3 . pena 
For thoigh yu ſee fometimes a man may have a 
M colour from flafhing and painting, when the 

ſtitution of the hody within is but crazy and un: | 
found: yet again it is true, there is never any that hath 
a found and hafte‘cotiftitution,there is never a health- 
full body, but the complexion is good; the heart is 
never right, but you fhall fee it without: though you 
habe leaves without fruit, yer you never have fruit, 
but there are leaves, there are actids appearing, Ther- 
fore learn to judge aright of your felves, content not 
your ſelves with aad purpoſes only; you fee the cõ- 


ep refraine ir, and I hope it is not fo great a matter: 
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Simile; 


7 LI 3 . plaint _ | 


plaint of the Scripture of the lack of this in people. 
| What isthe.reafon the Lord cals fog b ediauce rather 
then facrifice? Becauſe that is the tonchſtone that e. 
very manistryed by, J a weary ſaitlabe, of your fat of 

Rammes, am barthened with your ſacrifices, I ſa. 1. The 

thing that I deſire, is that you crſeto da evik learn 

to doe wel; that isthe thing that the Lord lookes for 

: at every mans hand: thefe outwagd performances ate 
good, they muft be done, and theſe good meanings 

, muſt be had, but yet thas is not enough, you are not 
to judge your ſelves h that. 5 
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But it will be objected, thatthe beft men have their 
| | failings:thofe that have a good heart, yet doe wie not 
find them ſubject to infirmities as well as othex ment 
And if this he the tule we are tq be judged. byy wha 
i halbe ſaved? — eee 

;Anfw. Io this I anſwer firft, it is true that the moft holy 
| have failings. men may many times doe that which is ill, bur is by 
1.When they; accident; itis when.they are tranſported, when they 
are igen are carried beſides their purpoſe. Asa mam is bound 
Simile. | | for ſuch a place, fayling fuch à way, his compaſſe 
ſtands fill right, he alters not that, though the wind 

carry him violently another way, yet: he looks fill 

: toxke right wayz that is his intent (td h and it is known 

by this, whemehe wind is over, and the guft is palt, he 
returnes againe, and: ſailerh to the haven he intended 
to ꝑoe to at the firſt. So is it with. all the Saints, they 

i faile bya right compaſſe, their intents are ſtill good; 

| whenfoever they doe otherwiſę, it is by accident, it is 
_when they are overborne by ſome temptation, by 
; ſame paſſion, when they are not perfectly themfelves 


| Again 


a — 


ine you muft know this, that every holy Man, c gell in 
as he hath grace in him, and a principle of holy a- chem aswell as 
Gions, ſo he hath alfo felh in him, and a principle ſpirit. 
of evill actions; now that principle may fometimes ; 
prevail and get ground of him, yea it may prevaile 
mightily fometimes, and make him doe as evill acti- 
ons asthe worft man. For that is a true rule, A man 
that excelleth in grace, may fometimes excell in ill 
doing; you muft take me tight, that is, 4 man that 
hath a more 1 ſpirit than another, ſo that 
none excelleth fucha {pirit when it is fet atighr, hee 
may be as impetuoas in ill-doing for a fit, for 2 
time, when that evill principle within hit Mull pet 
che better. Thétefore theugh you fer 2 god Man 
ſometime unlike himfelte for a fit, yet it is it that 
time when the fleſh prevailes, for now grace thouph 
it bethere, pet fomietitites it is taid gde it is not 
alwaitsactedtas thie Paylofopher was wont'to fay, Tt 
isohe thing to have khéwiedge, and another thing to l 
uſe it alway: foit is with grace, fometimes the Saihts 
doe not uſe that grace and holitelfe, and hence it is ! 
that they are fubje& to preat failings; But I fay it is | 
by fits and by accident, the conſtant courlé of their 
lift is right, etatik the conftant frame of their heärt 
Butagain, there is another objection of the other 
(fide, thatevill men fomerimes do well, as well as 


Object. 1. 


good men dds foinietionés itl. n 
Tonis Ianfwer,that itis true they doe fo, bat yet Hi u. 


{ t i P . 2 1 : 

we muſt know that itis rot they thar doe it, but the | evill men. des 
| good that dwelletKin them! Asthe Apoltle fpeakes | samme be” | 
7 — LI in 1 , 
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in Rew .7. which may be implyed on the contrary, 
When any regenerate man ſinneth, it is not he that 
doth it, but the finne that is there; that is, it is not 
the mafter of che houſe, but a rebell that is crept ia 
by acbedent: So I fay. of every evilt man that dosh 


that which is good and right, it is not he that doth 


e 
oe 2 
not be good. 


ule 3. 
Chr iſtians 
better taught, 
then learned 
men without 
grace. 


, — m e aaa at a 


it, but fome good that is there. For it is one thing 


for a man to have food things.in him, and another 
thing to be a good man, he may doe fome: things 
fomcimes fora fit that are good, Gods ſpirit may 
be there to helpe him to doe much; I fay, not that 
the Spirit dwels there, but he may take up his lod- 
ging for a time, and. from him hee may have com- 
monaſſiſtance, common gifts that may enable him 
to doe much: therefore I deny not but thoſe may | 
have many good flafhings of lightning that may 


enable them to doemuch 5 onely this we ſay, The da 


[pring from on high never viſited them; that is, tlie 
orniog never rifeth upon them, to guide their 
feete in the way of peace, for that is proper to the 
Saints; they never have any conſtant light that lea 
deth them ſo farre. as to bring them in: they have 
ſome lightnings indeed that guide them in this or 
that particular, to help them in a ſtep or two, to inable 
them to doe many good actions by fits, but not to 

bring them to perfection. ä 
Secondly, if this be fo, that we are to be judged! 
by our actions, then this will follow from it, that 
poore Chriftians are better taught then the greateſt 
Clerkes: they are better taught I fay, becauſe they 
doe more, therefore indeed they know more. For 
| 3 all 
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all the knowledge we have, all the ſincerity, what. 
ſoever is right within us, if it be to be judged by the 
actions, then he rhat deth moft, he knowes moft; 
for no man knoweth more than he practiſeth, be- 
cauſe what knolwedge ſoever a man hath that hee 
practiſeth not, marke it, and know certainely it is a 
dcad knowledge, it is a4 inefficacious knowledge. 
When things are dead and inefficacious, wee fay 
they are not, as lea ven that ‘doth not leaven the 
dough, it hath but the name of leaven and no more, 
the thing it felfe is wanting; it is not knowledge if 
it bring- Not forth practiſe. At we fay of dripges; 
theyare not true when they doetiot worke, butthey: 
are falfe and counterfeit. Every man is to be judged 
by what he doth. . There fore, I fay, thoſe that doe 
moft, thole: are knowing men, ne r te 
knew, as the Apoſtle ſaith, nom nothing as they ought: 
A man may know much, a man may have a large ex- 
tent of knowledge, yet this is true of him, if his 
life be barren, if he bring forth nothing into action 
all the while, hee knowes nothing as ee ought to 
know though he know nuch. On the other ſide, 
the other fort, though their-extent be never ſo mall, | 
yet what they know they know as they ought. There- 
fore when ee men in the world, when 
you would mate. a judgement. ofthem, I ſay, thofe 
that know moft, they are not the beſt, you muf not 
put them in the higheſt degree, when you come to 
matters of Religion; but mem are to be judged by 
their actions. When men have knowledge onely to 
know, as they have money to account wich, and not 
7 to 


j 


ſwiſedome in 
three things. things. 
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to buy and ſell with it, itis but dead, a man hath no 
ood by it, that mosey makes him not the richer: 
fo men that have knowledge oncly to know with, 
not to make them more uſefull in their lives, more 
ferviceable to God, and profitable to man, it is un- 
ofitable knowledge : therefore thofe are the wi- 
eft men let them feemenever fuch fooles, though 
they are not able to ſpeake fo much as others; yet 
they know moft that practiſe moft. For there is that 
difference between Art and Wiſedome; indeede 
it is true in matter of Art, he that omitteth wilful- 
ly may be the beſt Artiſt, becanle there is go more 
required of him but: kill, and it is but {fome error in 
him, itis the commendation of his Art that he er- 
reth willingly. But now in matter of holiaeſſe and 
ſanctitie, there he that knoweth and doth not; isthe 
greateſt foole: For wiledome conſiſts moft in that, 


| Wiledome comprehends indeed theſe three. 


Firſt, to invent, to fee, to know and underſtand 


Secondly, to judge a right of things you:khow. 

< Thirdly, to put in practice that which you have 
coneluded to be the beſtʒ nd this latter is the grea. 
tet part of prudence. Therefore thoſe men that 
know: that can diſpute well, that have clear under- 
ſtanding, and yet doe nothing, theyre the unwi- 
fefts againe, thoſe that can {peake little, and per- 
hapshave not fucha treaſure of knowledge as others, | 
and yetcandoe more, they know morethen the wi- 
fet, Therefore let as not mifefteeme thole that are 


| good Chriſtians and holy men, and fet too high a 


price 


price upon others; for there is an error under that, 
and ik hath an ill conſequrnt to judge of Religion 


raffe npon the bonſe t 
2 * and that is 


that you -fhould know, but that you fhould doe 
‘and: pradtift: as it is nat the deſire of the Shepherd 
thar his fheepe fhould: returne: their meat in- hay 
againe, but-hee would have it in their milke, and 
fleece: Sei itis sat our defire, thee you fhould onely 
know, though indeed may come fhort of that, hut 
that you fhould thew. it in your fleeee and milke, ji 
fhew it in your lives, that all the world may = it! 
2 there 
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there. It is not enough for him that deſires to write, 
to ſee the copy, and to know it, and the faſhion of 
the letters, but then he hath learned it when he can 
write after it: ſo you muſt know Sciences are of two 
fortss indeed ſome there are, the end of which is only 


- | contemplation. and ‘knowledge: but fome thereare, 


object. 


Auſwer. 


| then when there is fome impediment which yon 


the end whereof is action; and they are no further 
good than we practiſe them. What is Mufick, but 
the practice of it? What is Phyfick? The kaow- 


ledge of all will not heale a man, but᷑ the taking of 


it. So it is with Divinity, the knowledge that we 
teach is nothing worthz if you know as much 28 
could be knowne it were all nothing worth with- 
out practice, practice is all in all; fo-much as you 
tactice fo much you know. ` It isa greut matter to 
bareyour judgement true in this caſt, for when men 
ſhall applaud themfelves meerely in this, that they 
know and have right purpoſes and honeſt deſires, 
and ſhall efteeme their eſtates by this, it cauſeth 
men to content themfelves with a looſe and negli- 
gent life, but we muft know that God judgeth us by 
our actions, and that is our beſt rule to judge by 
too, therefore we fhould learne thus to judge our 
ſelves. ö „ „ a N 
If you object, But it is a rule that we have heard 


often, that the will is often taken for the deed, and if 


the will be preſent with us, though the action doe 
a follow, yet we are accepted according to the 
will. . D a 

To this I anſwer in brief; firft, it holdeth onely 


cannot 
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cannot remove: as for example, a Man hatha deſire Tu will ta. 
to doc good to ſuch poore people, hee hath a ken for the ' 
compaſſionate heart, hee is willing to bee boun- deed. | 
tifull, but hee wants meanes to doe it:in this cafe fe. When she 
the Lord accepts the will for the deed, for upon cannot be re- 
that occafion is this delivered in this place by S. moved. 
Paul ſo it is in every thing elſe, when you have a de- 

fire, and there commeth fome impediment, that itis 

not in your power to remove, then the will is accep- 

ted forthe deed. As when a man hath a defire to 

move his hands, his legges or armes, but becaufe 

of a palfie that hanes upon him, he it not able to 

ſtirre them; here tlie willis forthe deed, hee is not 

able to doe it, thoughthe mind be right and the de- 

fire good; fo when you come to ſuch duties that 

are notin your power tb do when there are ſome im- 
pedimentsthat youure not able to removr; here tlie 


will is accepted for the deed. 

Sometimes a mam is ignorant of fome particu- 2. When a man 
lars, and he hatha deſire to obey God in all things; fate hin: of 

here the will is acrepted for the deed, though hee be yet his defires 

not come to that degree of perfection as orhe are. dre right. 

But as men apply it commonly it is amiffe, for 

when a man thinks I have 2 3 7 to do this, 

bur I cannot pray, I cannot bee fo ſtrict in fooking 

tomy actions and fpeeches ; here the complaint is 

not right. For if ye ftirre up your felves; and doe 

the utmoft you can doe, the deed will follow the 

will, there is no fuch impediment here but that you 

may remove. Therefore your anſwer is, that the rea- 

foo why you cannot doe, jis not Ber auſè of fuch im- 

3 diments 
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pediments that you cannot remove, but hecauſe 
your will is, not yet right, which the Schoolmen | 


call an imperfect Will; it is but fuch.a will as the 


No man hath 
a great mea- 
fure of grace 
without paine. 


Uſez. 
An exhortati- 
on io doing. 


Wifeman ſpeakes of conceraing the fluggard, hee: 
willeth and weth, and hee bath not: and what is the 
reaſon? If it were a full, a compleate and perfect 
Will, it would draw action with it, hee would not 
be a ſluggard any loager, but he would draw forth 
his hands to doe ſome what to bring his defires to 
paſſe, but indeed he hath but light wifhings and 
no more. And fo it is with men in Chriſtianitie, 
they Arc as Selemons ſluggard, they with they had 
fuch ſinnes mortified, that they had fuch. graces, 
they with they could attaine fuch a meaſure of 
Faith and Love; but they take no paines, no Man 
hath height of grace without paines; doe you thinke 
to get the greateft.excellency inthe world without 
paines? It is true, the Lord muft doe it, but yet he 
doth it by your felves, you are agents in che buſineſſe. 
Therefore doe not fay, I wifh well and defire well; 
for if you would doe your uttermoft that you ought 
to doe, if your will, were full and complear, and 
defires right and ſtrong, you would doe more, you 
would excell more in grace, and wouldamend your 
lives afore, you would have your luſts more morti- 
fied: therefore let not this deceive you. I ſhould 
preffe this further, but wee will come to the laft 
thing, becaufeI would conclude this point with this 
time, and thatis, | 
Jo exhort you to be doers, that your Faith may 
be Fecluall Faith and that your love may be diligent! 
Love 
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| Leue. This is thegreat bufinefle‘which: we have to 


doe, and the thing. which for the moſt we all faile 
Lin, that there is no doing, no acting, no working. of 
our faith: be exhorted therefore to adde to your 
faith diligent love, eſpecially you thar proteffe your 
ſelves to be grown. Chriftians, looke you toit, and 
| know, that as in nature every thing when: it is ripe 
a feed and fruit; if notit ĩs but a dead thing, a 
dead plant that keepeth the roome idle. If there be 
that ripeneſſe and maturity in ygu, fhew it by bring- 
ing forth feed and fruit, ſnewit by dring fomething. 
For, my brethren, we are called intotbe Lords vine- 
yard for the fame purpoſe; it is not for you now to 


for. you now to work, for ye are now come into the 
day. That exhortation isexcelleat, + TARL 5,6,7,% 
Let ns not flecp(faith he) as doe others mee come out of 
the sight, Thoſe that are fill in the night, it better be- 
ſeemes them to ſleep, and to fit ſtill and doe nothing, 
but let us not fleep as doe others, for wee · are oi the 
day; let it not be ſo with you as with ethers, to bee 
much in ſpeech onely, but labour to be much in acti- 
ons. As it was faid of Gideon, up and be doing, and the 
Lord will be with shee : fo I ſay to every one, up and be 
doing, aud the Lord fhall bee with yon; thas is, 
though perhaps you doe not find that vigour, that 
fervency and livelyneſſe of ſpirit, yet be doing not- 
withſtanding, it is your wiſeſt way, for that doing 
will increaſe the grace within you. Exerciſe inerea- 
feth health, as well as health enables to exerciſe; fo 
the uſe of grace will increafe grace and other abili- 
z ties 


{tand idle, the time of your ftanding ſtill is paft, itis | 


Motives to be 
workers. 


The uſe of 
Grace inerea 
feth ir. 
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A Zoodly fight 

! when mens 

lives abound 
with good 
works. 


ties:motion cauſeth. heat, as well as all motion com. 
meth from heat; ſo every good action proceedeth 
from grace, and good actions intend grace, and there- 


fore be ſtill acting, and judge of your ſelves by that; 


for what is grace, what is that you call Chriſtianity 
elſe, but to doe that which another man cannot doe? 
Therefore if there be ſuch a difference between you 
and others, as you profeſſe there is, ſhew it by doing 
that which another man cannot doe, by expoſing 


your ſelves to that danger, to thoſe loſſes for any 


good cauſe; which another would not doe; by ſpen- 


-| ding more time in prayer, by taking more paines with 


your hearts from day to day than others do, by kee- 
ping the Sabbath better than others doe, by being 
more ¢xa@ in-looking to your wayes that you may 
be holy in Aan , comverfation, chat other men 
will not do. f fay, thew your grace, flew your regene- 
ration, by being new creatures, by doing more than o- 
thers; this is that which will make the world believe 
that ydu are Chriftians in good eameft, and not in 
ſhew only that your profeſſion is in deed & in truth; 
and truly there is no other way, this doing is that 
which makes a mad excellent. You heare men com. 
plain of the barrenneſſe of their grounds many times, 
we may Ice wiſe juſtly take up the complaint againſt 
the barrentieſſe of thè lives of men. 

How goodly a fight it is when a man lookes into 
the Husbandry, to fee the Vine full of cluſters, to fee 
the furrewes full of Corde, to {ce the Trees laden 
with fruit! When we look upon men, it is the good. 
lieft ight we can behold in Gods husbandry, to fee 


men 


* 
2 —. a we an 


Of Loge, | 238 
men ful of actions & good works. I beſeech you con- 
ſider ofit ſeriouſly, and now ſetuponthe doing of it, 
' while there is fand in the howerglaſſeʒ your lite will 
rot laſt long, the day doth not continue al wayes, the 

night will come when no man can work. Whẽ a can- 
dle is put out, you may e ap Aloe funis. 
| fet, it riſeth again, but when our life is paſt, when the 
glaſſe is run, ir ariſeth nb inore, it is turned no more, ii 
1 to all men once to die. It ye might die twice 
or thrice, it were another caſe, but now it is your wif- 
dom, therefore while it is time, while this fhort da 
Haſts, to do hat you have todo concerning your fal-. 
vation with all your might, becauſe the time it horts] f 
Fhere is nothing that is a truer property of wiſdõ, 4 pd il 
than for a man totake hold of opportunities, not to °F" 
loft the day, nay not at hour in tit day; for time ia 
[moft preceigus,itislikegotdot which every {hsed,is | Simile, 
| worth fornewhar : it is your wifctonie therefore t 
be oft ſowing feed tothe {pirit,théteds none of thaſe 
good works, not the leaſt of thẽ but il do you good 
= in the latter end:fot alas,whatareyourlivesbut auf 

actiõs r ſo much at ye do:ſo much yer live: yourlive m 
are fhort ofthemlelvrs, wt do you make them thor. | 
ter by doing nothing toras we hayeyfaid heretofore; | 
! one mã may live more ina day tha another incw ty, 
becauſe he doth moreton live morgas youact more. 
Beſides, ar ict amas ferves fox iaalłhis labor ta: 
der the Sun? What is it that he deſires but pleafure, |’... and 
comfort & contentmét? Now this conſiſts in doing, | concentment 
in working, for al pleaſure followeth upon operatiò: isin An. 
and further than WW Flies 

n m ere- 


„ „ e 


| 


232 | / Lovee 


Therefore it was a wife ſaying in that Philofopher, 

that the happineſſe and comfort that a man hath in 
this life conſiſts. not in abundance of, wealth, in 
ſwimming in delights, but it conſiſts in doing the 
actions of a living Man, which is the greateſt com- 
fort you can find here in this life. Doe thy exerci- 
ſes and actions of holineſſe, and the more yee doe, 
the more comfort yee ‘fhall have; for even as light 
followeth the flame, ſo pleaſure and contentment fol- 
loweth action. 

And beſides ( my Brethren) whatdoe. you lire 
for? is it not to glorify God? You profeſſæ fo much, 
and how is it done? Not by your deſires or good 
meanings, but by your actions, thoſe are the things 
that men ſee and feele, and glorifie your heavenly 
Farheg. For when your actions: ſhine before: men, 
Heroin ismsy father. giari d faith Chriß,that ye bring 
forth much frais: The: doing of much.is that which 
brings glory to God; the! more you doe this, the 
more gloty you bring to him. 

Againe, inother end of your life is to doe good 
to mankind: ſhall they be able to fare the better for 
your purpoſes, for your good reſolutions? No, they 
fare the better onely for that youdoe for them and 
tothemz it is your actions that benefit men, 
Laſtly for your ſelves, what is it that. helpeth you 
and doth you good? Onely your good deedes and 
J your actions, it is that which furthers your recko. 
phil. 17. ding and account. That place is much to this pur 

I boſe, Phil. 4. 17. Icare not for 4 gift, but I de ſire fruit, 
becauſe it will further your accounta Marke the phraſe, 
* ae the 


the meaning is this, every good worke that a holy 
Man doth from the time of his regeneration, (for. 


till then no actions are ſpirituali/ good ) it is but 


upon his ſcore, it ſtands upon his reckoning, there 
is not a penny nor halfe penny loſt; that is, the leaſt 
good werkeis not done to no purpoſe, but the Lord 
will repay. him againe every. pemy and fafthing. 
This (faith he) will further? your account. And 
when will the Lord pay? Not onely in tlie: day of 
Judgement, ( then indeed you ‘fhall be paid to the 
uttermoſt) but you ſhall be paid even in this life: 
marke that to, Toa ſbali have 4 hundred full here, faith: 
Chrift; They that forſale father, or mother; ur wife or 
children, ſpall have am hundred fold in this life. Ther- 
fore Brethren if there be any wiſrdome inthe world, 
this is the onely wiſedome, to be ſtill doing, to be 
much in actions. Why doe youtrifle out your time 
therefore to nopurpoſe? Why fit you idle kere? Why 
doe you not rife up and beſtirre your felves? Why 
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doe you not fill your lives with many actions? You | 


have good purpoſes in you, why doe you nat ftirre | 


them up? It is true; indeetle wee are becalmed many 
times, becauſe the Spirit doth not blow upon us? 
but yet notwithſtanding, if wee would pray for the 
Spirit, the Lord would quicken us. | 
But you will fay, alas, what fhall we doe? It may 
be our callings give us no opportunity to doe that 
which other mens callings doe: if wee might be 
Preachers, and have fuch and fuch buſineſſe wherein 
we might onrely mind the things that belong to fal- 
vation, then it were eaſie. „ 4 


Object. 


Mm 2 My 
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er. My Brethren, you muft know that you fhall find 

“ng i cal | en occafionsof doing good actions every 
ling men aave | day whatſoever your callings are. It is an erroram- 
ing gd. | ong the Papiſts, tothinke chat to give almes, tocm · 
cifie the flefh and to uſe that hardly, to faft, andthe | 

like, that theſe are the onely and moft glorious a@- 

ions: They are exceeding wide; good actions are 
nothing elſe but todoethe will of the Lord, and to 
bring forth fruit; the fruit of ever Tree in the Or- 
chard is but. as the actiõs of every man, &then are the 
trees good to the: Husbandman, when they are full 
_ ation’, | of fru. Every action that you doe is that fruit. 
which God lookes for now that fruit is good works, 
that is pleafing to the Gardner; to the Husbandman: 
Therefore to doe the Lords willis to doe a good 
worke. Now by this you may fee what a large field 
you have for good workes, in what calling ſoever 


you are ſet, though it be never ſo meane a place you 


have. 


Good worksin| To fuffer imprilonment and diſgraces for good 
fuffering | caufes, this is a good workes for it isa great worke 
to ſuffer, and in that you doe the will of the Lord. 


Whena Man is ſick, and lieth in his chamber upon 
U bed, fick of a Confumption or a Feaver, that 
he is not able to ſtirre; yet to doe this with obedi- 
ence, to ſubmit thento the will of the Lord, is a good 
worke: for to beare a burden is a worke, to beare: 
ſickneſſe and calamity after this manner, is a work, 
tothinke the Lord hath put me into this condition; 
he might have given me ſtrength to goe abroad as. 
others doe, but hee hath laid ſickneſſe upon me; I 


ſay 


—.— 


fay the right bearing this burden is a good work. 

Againe,to take paines with our hearts, to maker inn 
our unruly luſts and affections, is a good worke: - 
Doe not you reckon it a worke to breake horſes, to 
maſter Colts? It is the trade of ſome men to doe ſo: 
and it is not a good worke for you to get victory 
over your luſts, to tame your unbridled natures, to 
curbe your unruly hearts and affections in all the va- 
riety of occafions that ye paffe through? It isa work 
to behave our ſelves as becomes Chriſtians, decent- 
ly, and comely, and holily, in poverty, in riches, 
in honour, and difgracess to behave our {elves un- 
der thefe things in.a right manner, to carry our 
felves patiently and holily through them as be- 
comes good Chriftians, this is a worke, and 
this belongs to every one, though his calling be ne- 
ver ſo meane. 3 

When Paul ſtood at the barre, and Feftas reviled 
him, and faid, he was a mad fellow, the ſuffering of 10 
this was 2 worke in Paul: Marke his manner of car. E 
riage init, I am not mad moft noble Feſtuss there wasa 
workin that. So I may inftance in the things where. 
in you may ſeem to doe the leaſt: the ftanding {till 
in fome cafes is a worke :the Apoſtle makes (among 
the great works that are to be done by Chriftians ) 


a m 
— * 
oa * 


— = pc ͤ E—e — —ä——dê—— —— — . —— — — OD 


this is to be the chief, To keepe our ſelves pure and un 
Hotted of the world, to paffe through all occafions, 
and to be never the worfe for them, to goe through 
all defilements of this prefent life, and not to bee 
i tainted :and if this be a worke,how much more ĩs it 
then to be fill doing, to be in act and operation al- 
— 'Mm3 NMiayes: 
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always? Therefore do not ſay you want, when you 
fhall al wayes have occafion enough of that. 


Dent. But you will fay, theſe generals are good to ex- 
hort us to be doing, but yet in particular what would 
you have us to doe now? 

Ano. I willinftancein ſome few things. There are cer- 


Our works, tain times of working ; as husbandmen fometimes 
muft be liable they have times of harveſt, and ſometimes they have 
to the ſeaſon. : cee : 

ſeed times, wherein it is required that they worke 
more that at other times: So the Church of God 
hath times and ſeaſons, and the Common- wealth 
hath ſome ſeaſons and times when men ſhould be 
feta worke to doe more than at other times; and you 
all know that ig ſuch a ſeaſon, wherein they ſhould 
be a working of every one in their ſeverall places; I 
fay it is time now for men to be working more than 
ordinary. a 
uep. But you will fay, whatit is you would have us to 
doe? eG 
— (uring | My brethren, Contend for the faith once delivered 
the preſent to the Saints, Mark it, the worke muk be to contend 
times. for it, this muſt be your efpeciall care, you muſt 
1. Contend for f 
the Faith. be men of contention, let the world fay what they 
will of you, it is a dutie that lyes on you, it is that 
which the ſpirit calls for from you, that ye be men 
that fhouldcontend; you muft not doe it coldly, 
and remiſſely, but earneftly to ftrive for it. Let not 
pretence of indiſcretion hinder you, for diſcretion 
when it is right, teacheth a man not to doe leſſe but 
more, and better then another man, diſcretion wee 
ſay doth not take metall from Horſes, but guides 
j | thofe 


Diſcretion. 
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thofe Horfes and puts them in a righter way, diſcre- 
tion makes no man leſſe active, but it gives his acti- 
ons à better tincturmmee. 5 
So againe, let us not ſay we muſt be moderate, 
for what is that moderation? Indeed the moderati- 
on that keepeth from actions wherein is exceſſe, is 
good, but if you meane by moderation to go a flow 
and eafie pace in the wayes of Cod, that is coldneſs, 
idleneſſe, careleſneſſe; there is no exceſſe in any 
good way. ‘Therefore that is your work nowt 
contend for the Faith, that is, for all the points of 
Faith; for every jot of that is precious: faith the 
Apoſtle Jude, it was but ence delivered to the Saints: 
. |as if he fhould fay, it is too precious a treaſure oft 
to be diſpenſed, it was but once delivered to the 
world.: if Chriſt did meane to come againe, and re- 
new the Articles of our Faith, wee might be more 
remiſſe and negligent, for if we did loſe them, he 
might reſtore them againe, but they are but once 
delivered, therefore your care muſt be to keepe 
them the better.. n 
Beſides, it is the common Faith, therefore every 
Man hath intereſt in it; doe not fay therefore, what 
have Ito doe? it belongs to theſe and theſe men to 
looke after it. It is the common Faith, and every 
Man hath part in ir, and fhould gantend according 
to his place and power, and within his ſpheare, and 
remember it is a matter of much moment, for ever 
part of the Faith or little matter of Faith (I {peake 
ao ofthe whole Doctrine of Faith) that you ſhould 
be exceeding exact in keeping of it, that it receive 


Moderation. : 


The Faith once 
delivered. 


Common faich 


Error in opi- | no detriment eſpecially in matter of opinion. For, 
repa A my Brethren, you muft. know, that it were better. 
Practice. there fhould be great offences committed in the 

` | Land, great and notoriouscrimes, than there fhould 
beany loffe in the matter of Faith; becaufe where 
the opinions of men are fet wrong, that is a princi- | 

ple that carries them fill on. Great finnes come 
from great paſſions, and men are able to ſee them, 

and when the paſſion is gone over, they are eaſily 

recalled againe; but errors in opinion are matters 
of great moment, therefore it belongs to everyone 

to locke to it, to us thatare Preachers in our places, 

to Magiſtrates in their places, to every Man to con- 
tend for the common Faith: and know this my bre- 
thren, that there are certaine opportunities which 
the Lord gives you, and you muſt take heed ofneg- 
lecting them, it may be to let a thing goe ſomo- 
times, it will hever be recoveredagaine. Therefore 
looke that you be diligent in it, ſtirre up your ſelves 
to doe it, while there is occaſion offered. In other 
things, men are apt to be men of action, they would: 
have imploy ment, and work, that they may be ſome 
body in the world; and it is very well, there is ſome- 
thing in that, it is a nobleneſſe of diſpoſition ſo to 
doe: but alas, what poore and weake reward have 
you for that? It may be a little vaine glory, it may 
be fome applauſe from Princes or people, it may be 
ſome emptie ayry preferment. To doe the will of 
the Lord, the worke hee hath given you to doe, it is 
no matter what it is for, a ſervant muft not chute: 
his workes I fay whatſoever it is, though in never: 

* ſo 
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fo mean athing, the greateſt excellency is to do his 
will; that makes us Kings and Princes to him, that 

/\ makes us partakers of the Royall bloud, as Chrift 
ſaich, Thefe are my Brother, avd Sifter, and mother, 
that doe the will f my Fat ber, It is this doing of his 
wil], this action that puts you in:o an high conditi- 
on: I fee not that Pau was ambitious of any thing 
but of this, that he might be doing, that hee might 
live an ufetull, and profitable life. In Rom 15. 20. 
1 was ambitions ſaith S. Paul to preash the Goſpell ever 
where it had never beene preached, this is all my am- 
bition to put my felfe upon the hardeſt taskes: fo it 
fliould be your ambition to doe fomething for the 
Church. When you read the Rory of Mofes, that 
hee wasmighiy in word and deed; of David, of the 
iudges, and the Worthics of the Church, t hy 
fhould bee fo many incentives to you, to ftirre you 
up tobe doing in your place. 
But this is not all that we would commend to you 
eat this time, to bee men of action, and to obſerve 
the opportunities, but. there is another thing, and 
that is this, that likewiſe the ſeaſon commends to 
you, that is, to faſt and pray: as in husbandry, ſo in 
tlie Church, there art certaine ſeaſons of actions, 
and thoſe ſeaſons muſt not be omitted. Marke what 
the courſe of the 1 was in every calamity, 
Joel when there was a famine begun, Sanctf iſie a faſt, 
faith the Lord, call a ſolemme Affembly: when there 
is a plague comming, when there are great enter- 
prifesinhand, when there is anything plotting for 
the advancement of the good of the Church, doe 
| | Nao | you 


2. Duty, Faſt 
and pray. 
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3. Duty re- 
new our 
covenants. 


you not thinke now, that the omiſſion of opportu- 
nitics are finnes for you to neglect this dutie? doe 
you not think the Lord will require it? It is true 
indced, it is an extraordinarie: but doe not extraor- 
dina rie times and occaſions c ill for it? * i 

_ Againe, is it not evill in fuch extraordinary cafes 
to omit ſuch an extraordinary duty? As wee findin 
Scripture, when the Lord would call for faſting, 
and they did it not: Indeed to turne it to jollity and 
feafting is another thing, a finne of a greater ni- 
ture; but now the very ſtanding ſtill and omitting 


of this dutie, is difobedience to the Lord, and to be 


guiliy of the judgments that are upon a peoples I 
fay the ftanding {till and not haſtening to the gap: 
What ſhall wee fay then of thoſe that reſiſt - this 
courſe, and thruſt men out of the gap? Confider 
it therefore ſerioufly, this is a ſpeciall dutie requi- 
red, the ſeaſon lookes for it what we fhou!d humble 
our ſelves before God. | 
Againe, there is one thing more that wee will 
[peake of, but in a word; that is, that every Man 
for his owne particular renew his ſpeciall Cove- 
nant with God concerning the amendment of his 
life in particular: for I findthatin all times when| 
the Lord had ftretched forth his hand againſt a 
Church and Nation, that this hath been required, 
that-they fhould come and enter into a Covenant 
with God, You fhall find that 4/4 did it, Chron. 16. 
that Nehemiah did it, that it was done in Leremiahs 
time, when they had warres in hand: Wee have 
many examples of it in Scripture, evere Man 
did 


L] 
p ee 
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did it; and becauſe every man could not come to 
doe it perfonally, the head did it for the reft. I fay 
the Lord lookes for this from every man in private, 
that he ſhould doe this in a particular manner; 
to confider what F have done amiſſe in my life? 
‘What have I done to provoke.the Lord What fins! 
of commiſſion, and what of omiſſion? Have Ibeene .. 


„ 


e ſins of 
cold and luke- warme? Have I beene too much con- Gods chil- 


tormable to the times? For this is it that brings 1 7 a 
judgment upon a people; the Saints when they are n 
not zealous; when they fall from their frf love, 

may helpe forward a judgment as well as groſle 
ſinners, yea and more too. Let every man therefore 
ſtirre up himſelfe to doe his dutie. In a word, wee 
fhould ftrive and ‘contend for the advancing of 
Chrifts Kingdome, for the furtherance of the Gof- 
pell, for the good of mankind, for the flourifhing 
_fofche Church, wherein our owne good confifteth; 
and we fhould doe it earneftly, wee fhould contend 
for it, contend with God in-prayer, contend with 
our Superiours by intreaty, with our adverfaries 
by refiftance, with cold and luke warme men by 
ſtirring them up, by provoking one another to good 
workes, Thefe are the workes that wee exhort you 
to, and thus you fhall be affured you have 

` Faith that workes by love. Learne 
this, to joyne thefe 
together. 
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